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TO
JAMES MADISON;

LATE PRESIDENT QF THE UNITED STATES.

DiAr Sik:

I venture to dedicate this volume to you.
1 do so without your knowledge, and my only
warrant is, that the public principles m?intdined.
in the negotiations which it records, have had, as

intimat=d in the present edition, your high sanction., -

T will own at the ame time that, other feel-

gs urge me to the step.  To you, more than any



DEDICATION.

: ,‘,'other living person, I fcel that I owe my own know-
‘l‘edgc and approbation of thosc p:"inc‘ples, as well
as others of high value affecting our ‘form of go-
vernment, and modes of :uhninist.cring it. . When
a young man, first entering into political life, you'
honoured me with your friendship; and, 1 may

. presume to add, a share of® your cénfiden=c At
the counscls of your cabinct—where xag the Mon-
roes, the Gallutins, the Dallases, the Pinkneys,—
and under conjunctures cventful and perilcus, in

; . .

“which (difficultics < from internal dissension were
superadded to those of foreign war with a pow-
erful foe, I heard from you lessons of political

%wisdom fit to be ever remembered, because in-
Iterwoven. with your country’s glory, which
th;'y promoted; whilst @0t less [requently at
-your table, and firc-side, graccd by the pre-

. sence of one. who has been the ornament and

. o . .
- consolation .of your domgstic Jife, as she was

the perpetual charm of a large circle at Waghe
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maton, | enjoyed social pleasures  than which

nong nore elovated or delightful could be expe-

rienced.

L}
Hoping that the remainder of your days
‘. +
o may be as happy as the past have been useful and
Jinstrious,, permit me fhe prateful privilege of
SUIIols,, pe L priviieg

aubseribing mysdlf .

With the most regpectful
L]
and aflectionate attachments
your often obliged friend

and devoted servant,

* RICHARD RUSIL

by 1833,
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TO THE READER

. Wiuen I first tock®,the pen to preparg the
following shecets for the press, it was with the
" mtention of yoing through the full term of my
mission; but finding them run on to their present
number @ using the materials of little more than
a year, I have, for the 'present,'giv.en over that in-
tention. [ am the more admonished t3 this co.ursc,
as negotiations with which I was charged at later
periods, were more claborate and full than any
recorded in this volume. Miss More, in noticing
Pope’s prc:;cpt, that the greatest art in writing
1s “to blot,” says that there is still a greatet—ihe
art to stop. '

"The contents of the chapters may startle at first ;
but'I trust only at first: I am as deeply sensible
of the impropriety of making an ill use’of the in-
cidents of private life,*as it 1s possible any one can
be, and Aatter mysglf that what I have said in

2
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nnexion, will be clear of all excepti®n.® 1
wo&.othcrmse burn the sheets; I would burn
them if I thought they contained a bne or a word
to create a moment’s uneasiness‘in any one person
whose name is mentioned. In giving an account
of conversations others than official, I have drawn
sparingly upon my memory and nqtes; not that 1
heard things improper had all been told, but that a
thousand things pass in canversation not adapted to
print, any morc than intended for it. Reports then
or narratives given under restraints from which
I never could be free, may be found mecagre;
and in such cases I am the one to blame, desiring
always to err on the sid¢ of abstinence where
indulgence would be criminal. Doubtless also
there has often been a falling off in my limited
reports of what was said by others, from the
better manner in which it was said by the per-
sons themsclves. Here too I am the éne respon-
sible.. In many instances I have been happy to
render acknowledgmens for the kindest hospitali-
tics reccived in England. Should the work be
continued, this list would be much enlarged by
names not hitherto reached

There are questions involved in the negotiations
I have re?orded, of the deep?st prospective inter-
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est to both the United States and Great Britain.
ItI have explained these so that thcy may be
rightly understood, and send thgm ino the world
under a co.mpani.onship that may add to the chan-
ces of their being at all rcad in both countries,
"1 belfeve that I shall not have written altogether’in
vain, Whenel say in both, I confess that I chiefly
mean Britain; for with all the power of intelli-
gence and inforrhation fy that country upon, public
as all subjects, 1 am satisfied that the American
‘questions are less generally inquired into than

many others, and less gcnerally understood than
in this gountry. I have written in the spirit of

good feeling towards “Britain ‘which may be cher-
ished by every American compatibly wifh his supe-
rior love for his own country, and which I believe
few Americans fail to cherish who stay thcre as
long as I did. A residence of nearly cight ycars,
corrécted.many crroneous impressions I had pre-
viously taken up; as a residence of like time in
this cquntry by Britons, almost invariably imbues
them fwith® totally different feelings and opinions
respectinty the United States, from those adopted
by their hasty, and too often uninfornfed and un-
candld travcllcrs, who cothe among us.’ Enough
has been written ang said on both sides, to irritate ;
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my desire is, and such my cffort, to soothe. Pre-
sident Jackson, in his last annual message to
Congress, has spoken of the value of a gecod
understanding between two countries, “ cement-
ed by a communily of language, manners and
social habits, and by the high cbligations w+ owe
to "our British ancestors for many of our most valu-
able institutions, and for that system of representative
government which has engbled us fo preserve and
improve. them.” .

In publishing negotiations which I conducted for
my country, and other official communications, it is
proper I should say, that I violate no dutv. It is
known to be as well the practice as the "principle
of th¢ government of the United States, to publish
such documents for general information; and in
fact I publish nothing that has not heretofore had
publicity in this manner, though piecemeal and at
detached intervals. I know of no cxception, cer-
tainly of no material exception, unless the cases
of Arbuthnot and Ambtister. 'T'hese constitute a
transaction too marked to remain unkhown in its
diplomatic progress, the result having long béen
known. My more ample account of it all, at the
time it arose, was transinittcé to the department of
state, and rests in its archives. '
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Even the European rule sanctions the publica-
tion of negotiations when no longer pending, and
thés s the case with all T present. I have only
given thefn in Connecting links, and under forms

somewhat different. Often I have omitted par-
" ticulgrs already ,published by the governnment;

whilst sometjmes I have brought to light what
may serve as new cxplanations. In this, as other
parts of the work, I venture to claim for it as the
only fitle to an mdu]urcnt reception, essential fide-
-lity in its contents; rcpeatmg, thatI. am charge-
able with all imperfections merely verbal.

[ might have thrown into scparate works, the
parts official and parts personal; but I preferred
their junction. No public man, whatever the cx-
tent or magnitude of his dutics, leads a purcly
official life, detached from personal scenes and
feclings interwoven with it.  Some view of these
may even scrve on occasion to elucidate better the
truc movement of official acts, by exhibiting the
latter jin a broader connexidn. I have also thought
that & might not be wholly unacceptable to the
Atmerican community,to know something of the
personal reception of their minister in’England, in
v1rtuc of the trust he bcars, not simply that which
awalts him in the, common forms when he first
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arrives, but more generally afterwards. The same
motive will open to his countrymen some vicws,
imperfect indeed and few, but still some viewswof
the social tone prevailing in classes amongst which
his public trust necessarily, and, if his residence
be: protracted, largely throws hiig.

Bricf reflections which I may now .and then have
hazarded on the institutions and character of ling-
land, are of little momeng: They.will pass only
for what they are worth with those who may be at
the trouble of reading them. Far from my pur-
posc has it been to scan all her institutions and
character, (a mighty task!) but rather ta speak
cursorily of portions falling under my own imme-
diate observation in some among the many spheres
of her society and population. Other portions
have been abundantly described by her own and
foreign writers; and here, portraits unlike cach
other, may each be true to the original. “Even an
individaal in whom great qualitics mect, may often
be described under different colours, each -being
just, according to the point of sight whence he is
beheld ; who then shall undertake to concentrate
in a single ‘picture, a great and mighty nation!
The opinions in which T fecl most confidence, and
which are most important, are those which rekite
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to the wealth and power of England, and their
steady augmentation. Those, of whatcver nature,
in o\\'];ich. I have indulged, have refeyence, with
scarcely ahy exceptions, to the dates that belong
to them, T am awarc that great political changes
“haveetaken place since ; but I do not, at my dis-
tance, belicve . that any cssential changes will yet
have been produced by them, in the character or
habits of the nation. 'Phese, when the growth of
ages, “alter slowly in any country. In Lngland
they will come about more slowly than in most
countrics.

Of cuygrent politics, I have said nothing. Who
looks for*party spirit therefore’in these pages, will
not find it. They are merely intended to be histo-
rical and descriptive, if) in very humble :mys, they
may at all lay eclaim to such characteristics.  Un-
der the latter head, it has chielly been 1y aim to
describe scenes and topics not generally found in
books, rather than such as are open to all, dr have
been amply described by others. It will scarcely
be supposed that all the scenes, social or official,
of my mfssion are cmbodied in the work. Of the
first there arc only occasigpal notices ;oand of the
‘fccond only such have betn sclected as’are deci-
dedly national, and not all these. The Whole
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business of private claims, requiring appeals tb the
British government, I have of course passed by, as
well as a great variety of incidental duties. These
are of constant recurrence in countrics between
which there is so large and active a commerce as
the United States and Great Britain. The con-
suls take charge of many of themy but the cases
are still numerous in which they find their way to
the minister. 'The latter,is also charged with su-
pervising, quarterly, the accounts of all the consuls
of the United States in Great Britain-and Ireland,
for expenditures for the relief of destitute or dis-
tressed American scamen ; and it is on his drafts
alone that funds arc advanced for this object. So
it was in my time, and formed a burdensome, and
not very appropriate, part of the minister’s duty,
expenditures on this account within the British do-
minions being equal to those in all other foreign
countrics put together—a fact that in itself attests
the extent of our commerce and navigation with
Great Britain. " '

I went to England again on a short visit in 1829,
An interval of but four years had clapsed; yet
I was amazed at the increase of London. The
Regent’s Park, which, when I first knew the west-
end of the town, disclosed -nothing but lawns and
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fields, was now a city ; you saw long rows of lofty
buildings, in their outward aspect magnificent.
On ‘this whole space, was st dosvn a population
.of probably not less than fifty or sixty thousand

uls. Another city hardly smaller, sccmed to
hive sprung up in the neighbourhood of St. Pan-
creas’ church dnd the London Univérsity. Bel-
grave squarc in an opposite region, broke upon
me with,like surprise. 'file road from Westiin-
ster DBridge to Greenwich, exhibited for scveral
miles compact ranges of new houscs.+ Finchley
common, desolate in 1819, was covercd with neat
cottages, and indecd villages. !n whatever dircc-
tion I went, indications were similar. I say noth-
ing of Carlton terrace, for Carlton House was gone,
or of the street, of two miles, from that point to
Park Crescent, surpassing any other in London, or
any that I saw i Europe. 'To make room for this
new and spacious street, old ones had been pulled
down, of which no vestige remainced. I could
scarcelys but for the evidence of the senscs, have
believed it all. ‘The historian of the decline and
fall of the Roman empire remarks, that th.e descrip-
tion composed in the Theodesian age, of the many
stately mansions in Romc,'might almost excuse
the eéxaggeration of ethe- poet; that « Rome con-

3
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L4

tained a multitude of palaces, and that each palace
was equal to a city.” Is the British metropolis-ad-
vancing te that, destiny? Manchester, Liverpool,
Birmingham, and other provincial towns that I
visited, appeared, on their smaller scales, to have:
increased as much. .

In the midst of it all, nearly every-newspapcr that
I opened, rang the changes upon the distress and
poverty of England. M;’ Peel’s bill banishing bank
notes under five pounds from circulation, had re-
cently passed. Thete was great clamor; there is
always clamor at something among this people.
Prices had fallen. Trade was said to be irrecov-
erably ruined, through the over-production of goods ;
thm;gh I have since seen the state of things at that
epoch better described perhaps, as the result of an
under-production of money. Workmen in many
places were out of employ. There were said to be
fourteen thousand of this description in Manchester.
I saw portions of them walking along the streets,
most of whom had struck for wages. I asked how
they subsisted, when doing nothing: It was an-
swered, that they had laid up funds by joint contri-
butions a;:nong themselves whilst engaged in work.
In no part of Liverpool, or'its extensive environs,
did I see pauperism ; the paupers for that entire dis-
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trict being kept within the limits of its poor house;
in which receptacle I was informed there were fif-
tecA hundged. I passed through ghe vale of Che-
shire; 1 saw in that fertile district, in Lancashire,

taffordshire, Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Warwick-
ilire, #Vorcestershire, appearances of wide-spread
p'rosperity, in the lands, houses, canals, roads, pub-
lic works, domestic animals, people ; in every thing
that the eye of the merely transient traveller, took
in. I stopped at Kenilworth, and Warwick castle;
énchanting spots, which Enghish literature has al-
most rendered classic ; high up, along the moulder-
ing ruins of the former, rooks were fluttering at the
moment 6f my entering the gate, whence the view
bursts upon you. I had invitations tb Trentham-
hall, Apthorpe, Hagley, Ockham, Langewin, Grange
Park, Digswell ; from going to which I was prevent-
ed by ob]ects confining me to the metropolis. But
1 seize this opportunity of marking my sense of the
kindnesses intended me by the proprietors of those
beautiful Se‘ltS Nor can I'let it pass without com-
prehendmg in my grateful acknowledgments my
valued Aferican friends; George Marx, and Joshua
Bates, Esquires; who, wit]) their amiable families,
kept London from bé&ing a‘dull place to mie during
'the-aut’umn and part of the winter, by their warm-
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hearted hospitalitics. I have the same to say of
a fricnd of longer date, Colonel Aspinwall, consul
of the Uniged States at London, then rqsidi;lg with
his amiable family at Highgate.®

I cannot close these preliminary lines without the
remark, that since the volume avas written, evenis
have transpiwed in our own countsy, calculated at
first to give uncasiness to those who dcarly love
it. But may we not hop# that all danger is past;
and that the Usion which made and can alone pre-
serve us g Narron, will derive from them new
strength and glory ?

R.R.

Sydenham, near Philadelphia,
* Apml, 1833.



PREFACE

TO THE SECOND EDITION.

Trer. favour With which this volume has been re-
ceived by nly countrymen, having exhausted the
first cdition, a second is issued, revised and some-
what enfarged. .

It appears also, as far as my :nfonnatlon has
extended, to have been well veceived ine England.
Among the notices of it in that country, is one, of
which I have heard, though I have not seen it, of a
character fo give me solid satisfaction. It was
said to be contained in a London Review, and
among other things to remark, in effect, that the
facts and views which the work embodies on Im-
pressment, descrvcd the full and candid considera-
tion of the British public and governigent. My
highest aim in wntmg the:work, was to draw at-
tention to the publlc questlons between the two
natidns; questions of thé greatest imporfance, and
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which, although for the present asleep, are ltable,
in the progress of time and events, to break eut
with much if notrall of their original virvlence.” It
was my endeavour to present these in a shape that
might cause them to be read, not merely by politi-
cfans, but others, whosc voices’ help to make up
public opinion; the force of which all govern-
ments, however constituted, are sure, in the
end, to feel. This I knew I could not accom-
plish by a long account, of negotiafions interspers-
ed with dvy and vérbose documents, where, as
Burke says of old acts of parliament, “ parenthesis
1s often smothered by parcnthesis, and the mean-
ing, .suspendcdtthlfoughout whole pages, escapes
before you can come up with it.” I therefore
tried another form, that required more time, whilst
it occupied less space; that was designed to unite
official aufhenticity, and a fulness that should omit
no material points, with systematic condensation,
and a style that 1 hoped would be intelligible to
all. \

But official matter, disguise it as you may, is
official matter still, and apt to wear an aspect, if
standing by itself, litile inviting to the general
reader; and thence I ventured upon so mixing jt
up with personal scenes and incidents as scakcely
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to l¢ave him an option whether he would take it
ornot, at lcast in part, from the very difficulty he
wolld find in separating as he went aleng, a piece
of work so dove-tailed. Here was a task of both

nicety and peril. If I said but little, no interest
\vould’be excited;*and if I said a word too much,
I know what ccnsure I would have had, and
descrved. It wasa path marked by hair lines and
beset yith snares; for 1 was real life and person-
ages I was to+deal with, in the sanctity of their
own mansiofis that had beeh opened-to me, not
the dialoguc, or banquets, or under-plots, or any
of the ﬁctltlous delineations, characters or pas-
sages of the novel. If in the midst of elements so

conflicting and obligations so delicage, where
simple truth and fidelity were to be my guides, it
has been my lot to gain a hearing for the public
questions of my mission, (and 1mpressmcnt is far
from bemg the only onc,) through the medium of
even as much as I have allowed myself to say of
the personal scenes, I cannot refrain from giving
renewed cxpressmn to the hope that I .shall not
have written altogether in vain, R
"R. R.
Sydenham, July, 1833. )






MEMORANDA

OF A

RESIDENCE AT THE COURT OF LONDON.

" CHAPTER I

VOYAGE AND ARRIVAL AT THE ISLE OF WIGHT.
.

k& 1817, I-em-
4, “as envoy

On the nincteenth of Novem)
barked at Annapolis in the Fran k
extraordinary and minister plenip:‘ﬁntiary from
the United States, to the court of Igﬁion. The
ship was rew, built at Philadelphiag and ordered
round to Annapolis to take me and- 4§ famjly on ‘
board. The anchors wercsweighed 4 the sound
of music. #We were three days in gei}bi dow'ﬁg
the.Chesapcake, and on the twenty-th¥ ¥ foupd
ourselves at sea. The evening siin stone upon
the light-house as wedleft the capes, which' jut out
towgrds each other, looking, from the écean, like

4
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ﬁ&ne natural gate-way to the entrance of this part
of-our country. _

I will not stop to describe the minute occurren-
ces of the voyage, though a large man-of-war
abounds with them, as they strike upon the obser-
vation of a person who has never before bsen at
sea. The crew consisted of upwards of seven
hundred men.  The ship was of two thousand tons,
and although rated a 74,"mounted ninety guns, all
of the same calibre—32 pounders, If silence and
cleanliness be proofs of discipline, the ship’s compa-
ny was entitled to that praise. ' We had onc stormn,
a severe one; so it seemed to a landsman. As
it was coming on, the sails were taken in, and even
whilst it rao'etf,r the top-gallant yards sent down,
and masts sti'u(?k‘, with a quickness that appeared
wonderful. . #Call o hundred men aft,” said the
officer on ﬂﬁ quarter deck to a midshipman, when
something %{'gent was to be done. In a moment,
a hundred amen were therc. Occasionally the
trumpct W‘# used; the straining of the voice

‘%rough thlch amidst the roaring of th¢ winds,
had a hidéous sound.

When tne storm began to abate, I fell into con-
versatloli with Commodore »Stewart. We were

‘holdmg on "to one of the guns, that had been run
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mto the cabin, “Commodore,” said I, “this i?‘*n
new scenc to me; what could you do if we w&p
at War and an enemy of equal forge hovwe in swht (&
« Chase him,” he said gravely. «What thcn,” 1
replied; “you could not engage I suppose ? for tian
hours*your ship has been tempest-tost; all your
exertions seem to have been requirec to resist the
storm; your very upper-deck guns would have
rolled their muzzles in the sca, had they not, been
housed.” “True,” he said, “but we could keep
the enemy in sight.” «DBu# certainly you could
not fight him,” I again remarked. “We could
not,” hg rejoined, « now ; but we should watch
each other, and go to il when the .storm was over.”
“ What, all exhausted with the l ur it has’cost,
all dismantled as your ship is? i Yes, as quick
as possible,” he answered; « there would be no
time to Iose, the rigging must go up‘f&ster than it
camé down.” Such is war; the elege
stop it ; their very raging sccms a 3_' ]
was nQ vain boasting. The comr
modeﬂt, unassuming man; but faithful @ his duf;*'
in the battle or storm. - _ e

An incident occurred that m'l)}xbe worth men-
tlomng from its postible bearing upon the theory
"of the currents algng.our coast. We left the
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chS of Chesapeake on a Sunday, steering for

land. On the following Friday, to the surprise
| of all on beard, we saw land. It proved to be“the
Island of Bermuda. But how came wo there?
Our captain had no intention of running down to
that latitude. From the first few hours aftet leaw-
ing the capes, the winds had been light, chicfly
from the north and north-west, and the weather
thick. No accurate obsetvations .could be taken.
We were aware that the ship bad fallen to the
south before entering the gulf stream, but had
counted upon its current, which sweeps from south
to north, bringing us sufficiently back again. It
happened that wheh we entered it, the wind fresh-
ened and .cafried us across very fast, dying away
soon a&erwatﬂs. Thus the current had but little
time to act, 1;1 dnftmg us again to the north. This
secmed to be, in part, the way of accounting for the
situation of the ship; yet the fact was strange, that
she should be so far south, as no very strong winds
had blown the north or any quarter. Lam sen-
“sible that to present thig fact with nautical accuracy,
the preclse state of the winds, with the snip’s reck-
oning for'each ‘day, ought to be given, which I
have nét the means*of doing. Humboldt, who
overlooked nothing connected with the phenormena
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of nature, remarks in his personal narrative upo%f
the small portion of knowledge which we posses
of the abaplute position and breadth of the gulf
stream, as well as of its prolongation towards the
coasts of Europe and Africa; and as the tré
knowltge of it would be of the highest impor=
tance in shortcning voyages, he hints that it might
be uscful if vessels furnished with the best instru-
ments were instructed to Cruise in the Gulf of Mexi-
co, and in the Atlantic, between the thirtieth and
fifty-fourth degrees of north latitude, expressly with
aview to detcrmine at what distances and in what
precise dircctions the stream is found in different
seasons, and under the influence’ of different winds.
The same navigators, he remarks; ‘migh{ have in-
structions to examinc whether thlsigreat current
constantly skirts the southern bank of Newfound-
land; and on what parallel between 32 and 40 de-
grees of west longitude, the waters Whlch run from
cast to west, are nearest to those Whlch flown an
opposite. direction. The commodmg" who wag
considefed by those who knew him best, to be as
skilful a ndvigator as he was an accomphshed and
gallant officer, inclined to thg belief 1 thoucrht, that
the currents of the otean, fhe theory of which we
do mot yet fully understand, had exerted some
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agency in bringing the ship into the situation de-
'Scrlbed .
"On thesevenipg of the twenty-elghth afterthav-
ing had Bermuda in view for a few hours, and
noticing some signals made to us, the wind spring-
ing up, we gladly bade it adicupand laid ow' course
for England. It was on the Sunday following
that we had the storm. From that time the ship
went swiftly onward unger boisterous winds. On
the fourteenth of Deccmber we were in the channel.
The nights were long_and dark ; the days gloomy.
We could get no good observation from the sun or
stars; we spoke no vessels, saw none; nor any
sign of a pilgt. ' The New England pilot boats
and those * of the Chesapeake, our officers said,
would run out to sea twenty and thirty miles to
look for vessels ; but here in the Iinglish channel

such a highway for vessels, no pilots wore to be
scen, and at a season when most wanted, It was

somewhat i‘%markuble, that neither the commodore,
who had béen twenty years in the navy,nor any
“of his lieutenants, thgugh seven 1n number, and
some like himself familiar with almost ajl seas, had
ever beforc been up the English channel ; nor had
the sailtng master, or wate. - Cowes or Portsmouth,
“was the port we desired. to make. ' Our midship-
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men, two in particular, whose names 1 remembef,
youag Powell of Virginia, and Cooper of New
York, would chmb up to the trugk of ¢he main-
mast ; but either’ land, nor light-house, nor pilot-
boat, nor any thing could be descried. All was a
drearySwaste. Throughout the fourteenth and
fiftecnth, the commodore’s anxicty wassvery great,
especially by night, for the weather was rough,
and he belicved we were &ose by the coast. The
ship wa; cluefly steered by soundings; her situa-
tion heing ascertained from the appearances of the
soil which the lead brought up; a resource when
other guides of navigation fail, but tedious and apt

to prove déceptive. .

At length, carly in the morning-of the ﬂxtccnth,
all uneasiness was dispelled. The ﬁrst gleams of
light disclosed land. It was a long. blue ridge,
rising out of the water. A gun was fired, which
brought a ﬁlot We learncd, as he Stepped on
board, that the land before us was’ the Islt of
nght and that we were néar Cowest  All eyes
were upon Fim as he passed along the deck. The
first persorf that comes orr ship-board aftt.er a voy-
age, scems like a new link, to human existence.
When he took his statton atthe helm, I heard the

commodore ask how the Ncedles bore. & A-head,
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north,” he answered. Do you take the ship
. through them? ¢ Aye” Docs the wind set right,
and have, you cnough? “ Aye.” Thls closed all
dialogue, as far as I heard. He refhained at his
post giving his laconic orders. In good time we
approached the Needles. Thespectacle was grand.
Our officers gazed in admiration. , The very men,
who swarmed upon the deck, made a pause to look
up to the giddy height. *The most cxact stecring
seemed nccessary to save the ship from the sharp
rocks that compress the waters into the narrow
strait below. DBut she passed casily through.
There is something imposing in entering England
by this access, P afterwhrd entercd al Dover, in
a packct from Calals, my eye fixed upon the sentinels
as they slowly paced the heights; their muskets
gleaming in the sun.  But those cliffs, bold as they
are, and immortalized by Shakespeare, did not
equal the passage through the Necdles.® Thére was
a breathless curiosity also in the first approach,
augmenting its intrinstc grandeur. .

In a little while we anchored off C8wes? If the
Needles were a grand sight, the one now before us
was full of beauty. Castles, cottages, villas, gar-
dens, cbpses of trees,® wercescattered on all sides.
When we left our own coyntry, the leaves, had
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fallen and the grass lost its green; but now,
although the season was more advanced, and we
had g got to ahighes latitude, a genéral verdure was
to be seen. This was doubtless the effect in part
of quElSIte cultlvatlon, and in part of the natural
moisture and mildness of the climate of this
part of England. As we looked all round, after
so immediately emerging from the gloom of
the ocean, it seemed lik® enchantment. Boats
came off from ‘the shore, to look at our ship;
the shape of them, the persons in them, the dress
and countenances of the latter—every thing, how-
ever mimite, fixed our gttention. Our consul at
Cowes came on board, and some’officers of the
port. Threc pilots also came. Between these and
our pilot, words were soon heard. 'The cause was
remarkable. It turned out that our pilot was, in
fact, no pilol. He had been one, but his branch
was taken away for habitual drunkengess. Con-
tinuing to own his boat, he sailed about this part
of the channgl at his pleasure, like the old man of
the sca. Hearing our gun, he came on board, and,
making the most of our bemg a foreign ship, cun-
ningly resorted to the exerclsc of his old craft.
The disappointed pllots declared and our consul
rathet confirmed whd} they said, that, a¢ the mo-
5
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ment of their dispute, he was in a state of intoxica-
tion; so that, we were then first made acquainted
with the fact of*having been brought ,througl; the
Needles by a drunken steersman! It appeared sin-
gular that such an occurrence should have happen-
ed in the Enghsh channel; yet so it was. It was
hinted that he had so good a tact in his business,
and knew that part of the coast so well, that he
would generally steer right even when drunk. Such
was the lucky accidents in ovr caSe, and, being ig-
norant, we were not uneasy. His drunkenness
taking the form of taciturnity, he escaped detection
in the cyes of strangers, though his sulKiness had
not been unobserved. The others stoutly denied
his right 'to.any fees; but as the fact of service per-
formed was in his favour, and no one else could
claim on that ground, the commodore did not think
that it rested with him to scttle points qf law.  Our
Palinurus certainly had the advantage in alertness,
over the sleepy set whjo would have robbed him of

.

his reward. - .

« Cassio, [ forgive thee; «

€ But never more he officer of mine.”
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CHAPTER 1L
LANDING AT PORTSMOUTH, AND JOURNEY TO LONDON.

I stamp on ship-board two days, waiting the pro-
per order from London, for which the consul had
written, to have my baggage passed. During this
interval #he surrounding scenc lost none of its in-
terest. It was further enlivened by visiters coming
on board the ship. We got the Londpn news-
papers wet from the press. It is a remark of Hum-
boldt, that no language can express the cmotion
that a Euro.poan naturalist feels when he touches,
for the first time, American land. May not the re-
mark be reversed by saying, that no languageé can
express.the gmotion which &lmost every American
fecls, when he first touches the shores of Europe.
This fecling must have a special increase, if it be
the case of a citizen of the Inited States, going to
England. Her fame"is constantly before him; he
.hears of her statesmen,-her orators, her scholars,
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her philosophers, her divines, her patriots. In the
nursery he learns her ballads. Her poets train his
imagination. Her language is his, with its wiole
intellectual riches, past, and forever ne;zvly flowing ;
a tie, to use Burke’s figure, light as air, and unsecn;
but stronger than links of iron.  In spite of political
differences, her glory allures him; in spite of hostile
collision, he clings to her lineage. After Commodore
Decatur’s capture of a Britizh frigate, du!'ing the
last war, some one asked hiIn if his, forefathers were
not French; “no, I beg pardon,” he answered, with
some emphasis, “they were English.” In that spirit,
would his countrymen generally answer, Walking
the dock with two of our lieutcnants while sound-
ing up the channel, “think,” said one of them, “that
we may be in the track of the Armada;” and they
talked of the heroine-queen, at Tilbury. These are
irrcpressible feelings in an American. s native
patriotism takes a higher tone from dwélling on the
illustrious parent stock. Places and incidents that
Englishmen pass by, vividly arrest his attention. 1lc
sces the past in conjunction w'y the present; three
thousand miles, said Franklin, are as three thousand
years. Intervention of space seems to kindle en-
thusiasmi, like intervention of time. Is it not fit
that two such nations should be friends? Let us
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hope so. It is the hope which every minister from
the United States should carry with him to Eng-
land; it is,the hope in which every British minister
of state should mect him. If, nevertheless, rivalry
is in the nature of things, at least let it be on fair
princil)es; let it Be gencrous, never paltry, never
m.alignunt. . *

The order for my baggage not arriving at the
time cxpected, Ilanded Wwithout it. Preferring to
land at Portsmouth, bgats werc prepared, and
on the nineteenth I left the ship. The commodore
and some of his officers accompanied me. A salute
was fired as on cmbarkmg, the usual ceremony
when our ministers are received on board, or land-
cd from, the national ships. Approaching Ports—
mouth, we passcd numecrous vessels of war, some
lying in ordinary, some rcady for sean. There were
docks' and a}rsenuls, and store houses, and batteries,
and fortifications. The day was fair, and wind
fresh. This gave animation to the harbour scene,
swellinrr sthe s1ils of vessels zlll motion, and strcam-
ing out the coloms of those ‘ anchor. It wasa
fine naval panorama. Besides formidablg: rows of
line of battle ships and frlrra(ee we saw transports
crowded with troops. "I had before seen ports alive
witlt the bustle of trdde;” but never one %o frown-
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ing and glistening with features and objects of
war. )
‘When we rcached the shore, tide-waiters advan-
ced to take posscssion of my baggage. They
were informed of my public character; but this did
not turn them from their purpbse. The national
ship from which I had debarked, was in view ; her
colours flying; the very salute had been heard.
Still they alleged, that h{{ving received no orders
to the contrary, they ggst inspect my bag-
gage. Isaid to Commodore Stewart that, strictly,
they werc right, and dirccted my servant to deliver
it. Therc was but little, the principal part having
been left on board to await the permit of éxemption.
It might have been supposed that these anxious
guardians of the revenuc would have satisfied their
sense of duty by a merely formal examination of
what was dclivercd so readily. Not so; carpet-
bags were ransacked; the folds of linen opened, as
if Brussels lace had bgen hidden in them; small
portmanteaus peered into, as if contraband lurked
in every corner. »fthing was overlooked. A few
books breught for amusement on the voyage, the
works of English authors r:aprintcd in the United
States, were taken possession of, and I had to go
on withotit them. I should Have been disposéd to
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make .complaint of this mock official fidelity and
subalteyn folly, but from an unwillingness to begin
my ‘public «<areer with a complaint; and I remem-
ber also to have heard Mr. Adams say, that when
the alhcd sovercigns visited England after the battle
of, Waterloo, their baggage was inspected at Do-
ver, the order for exemption having, by an inadver-
tence, not bcen sent. There is no privilege, by
positivelaw, of a foreign whnister's effects from tus-
tom house examinationy but by universal comity, it
is forborne. 'The exercisc of sucha claim with the
privity of a government, would become an affront.
[ must atld, that the order for the full delivery of
all mine, with every immunity, arrived at Cowes
soon after I left the ship. .

I procceded to the George Inn in Portsmouth,
where the commodore and his officers were to give
me the favpur of their company to dinner. Ar-
rived there, we had cvery attention from the master
and his servants. Comfortable apartments had been
provided; and we found, throughout, that careful
antlclpatlon of our wants and orderly arrangement
of every thmg, for which we had understood Eng-
lish inns were remarkable. . .

.. Whilst seated roun.d our firc in the evening, fa-
tiguéd by the excitetnents we had gone® through,
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and waiting the summons to dinner, we heard bells.
It was a fine chime, to which we all listened, my
wife being fond of their music. Sometimes the sound
grew faint, and then, from a turn in the wind, came
back in peals. We knew not the cause. It passed
in our thoughts, that the same bells mlght have
rung their hurras for the victorics of Hawke and
Nelson: «Perhaps,” said one of the party, ¢ for Sir
Clowdsley Shovel’s too.” *Thus musing, an vmexpec-
ted piece of imtelligence found its way into our cir-
cle. 'We were given to understand, that they were
ringing on the occasion of my arrival; a compli-
ment to my station to which I had not looked. We
went in to our first dinner in England, under a con-
tinuation «of their peals. The cloth removed, we
had a glass or two to our country and friends, after
which we returned to our sitting room. When
reassembled there, I had an intimation that ¢« The
Royal Bell-ringers” were in waiting in the hall, de-
sirous of secing me. 'I;hey did not ask admittance,
I was told, but at my pleasure. 1 directed them
to be shown in at once, beginning now to under-
stand they true spring to the complimo'nt Eight
men with cdats reaching ¢ down to their feet, here-
upon slowly entcred. They ranged themsclves, one
after another, in a soleinn Jine along the wall.



1817.] COURT OF LONDON. 41

Every thing being adjusted, the spokesman at their
head broke silence, with the following intelligible
addYess. He said that they had ¢ome ¢ with their
due and cus:tomar} respects, to wish me joy onmy
safe arrival in old England, as ambassador extra-
ordma?y from the United States, hoping to’ Teceive
from me the usual favour, such as theyhad received
from other ambassadors, for which they had their
book to show.” Their book'was a curiosity ; it logked
like a venerable heir loom of office; there were in
itthe names of I know not how many ambassadors,
ministers, and other functionaries, arriving from
foreign parts, throughout the lapse of I know not
Liow many ages, with the ‘donations annexed to each
Magna charta itself was not a more lmpqrtant do-
cument to the liberties of Lngland, than this book
to the Royal Bell-ringers of Portsmouth! I cheer-
fully gave to the good-humoured fraternity, the gra-
tuity which their efforts in their vocation appeared
to have drawn from so many others under liké cir-
cumstanees. So, and with ‘ther incidents, passed
my first day in England.

On the *following morning, Admiral Jhornbo-
rough, the admiral in command at Portsmouth
Sir James Yeo, captam i‘n the British navy, and
Sll‘ George Grey, chief commissioner of.the dock

; 6
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yard, called upon me. They offered their con-
gratulations on my arrival. The admiral said,
that if Commodorc Stewart required apy supplies
for his ship, every facility which the yard afforded
would be at his command. He added, that he
would' be happy in the opportunity of showing him
the hospitalities of the port. Sir George Grey
expressed his regrets that he had not known of
my intention to Jand at'Portsmouth, sayipg that
he would have sent the admiralty yacht to the
Franklin to bring me, my family and suite, on
shore; the morc so, as the day was blustering,
and he feared we had suffered from exposure in
the ship’s boats, the distance being scveral miles
from Cowes to Portsmouth. I made the acknow-
ledgments which these courtesies demanded. If
but the natural offspring of the occasion, they
tended to - show, that whatever had been the con-
duct of the subordinates of the custom house, those
who stood higher were likely to be actuated by
different feelings towards a strangcr clothed with
the public character that 1 bore. I estimated
properly Sir George Grey’s offer, but had a silent
feeling that would have made me prefer, under any
circums‘tancgs, the lax'ldi?ﬁ@”from the ship’s boats,
with my country’s flag at the stern.
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At noon I set out for L'ondon. My family con-
sisjed of my wife, four small children, young Mr.
Tayloc of Washmgton, attached to igy legation,
whose nam® I cahinot mention without an allusion
to his amiable and gentlemanly qualitjes, and three
servands. Asthe post chaises drew up, the'master
of the inn returned me his thanks fon my custom.
The servants also formed a linc on each side of
the entry, thankmg us a8 we passed along. Iam -
aware that this had all been paid for; still, there
is a charm Jn civilty. Money owing, says the
moralist of Tusculanum, is not paid, and when
paid, 1s Jnot owing; but he who pays gratitude
possesses it, and he who possesses, pays it. So,
civility for the small things of life, is a species of
gratitude which we like. We were soon out of
Portsmouth, and went as far as Godalming that
day, a distance of thirty-eight miles, over roads
like & floor® '

I was surprised at the few houses along or near
the roagd side. 1 had beent full of the idea of the
populodsnesy of England, and although I must
needs have supposed that this could not be the
case in every spot, it had not occurred to me, that
along such a high road A should find the first and
'so yemarkable an gxception. We rarely met
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wagons, carriages, or vehicles of any sort, except
stage coaches. Wedid not see a single person on
horseback, The stage coaches lllustrated what is

said of the exccllence of that mode of ‘tr avelling in
England. 'These, as they came swiftly down the
hills, or were met in full trot ppon the plaias, the
horses fine, the harness bright, and the inside and
out filled with passengers, not only men but wornen,
all we]l dressed, crowding the tops, had a bold and
plcturesque appearance. 'The few pcaﬁants whom
we saw, were fully and warmly clad, They wore
breeches and stockings, a heavy shoe, which, lacing
over the ankle, made the foot look clumsy;; a linen
frock over the coat, worked with plaits, and stout
leather glovcs, ‘which they kept on while working.
They were gencrally robust men, short, and of fair
complexions. We passed a wagon of great size.
It had no pole, but double shafts, with a horse in
each, and a ‘line of four horses beforé cach shaft
horse, making ten in all, of enormous size. Their
tails were uncut, and long shaggy hair hupg about
their pasterns. The wagon was loaded with bales
pile upon pile, higher than I had ever seen. Our
postillions called it the Portsmouth heavy wagon.
We afterwards saw others of dike size and construc-
tion, drawP by like horses, logded with the produce
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of agriculture. Whilst the draught horses were thus
enermous, and rough, and the stage coach horses
sleek and Dbeautiful, our post horses were small,
gaunt and uns1ght1y, but with great capacity to go
fast. I was looking for a favourable change in
their appearance at every relay, without finding it.
In good time I discovered, that thesprinciple of
subdivision applied to horses with as much strict-
ness as to every thing cls®, in England, there bgirg
cvery v.ariety foxr work and luxury.

- In regard to population, T had subscquent oppor-
tunitics of perceiving, that there were other parts
of Englapd, and of greater extent, where it was
much more thin than was cenerally the case frox{*
Portsmouth to Godalming. London, and a circuit
of twenty miles round, give morc than two millons
of inhabitants; Yorkshire gives one million, and
Lancashire about one million. Hence, these three
portions of territory, so small when compared with
all England, embrace near}y one-third of her popu-
lation. This concentrationin particular districts,
seems to have left others relatively bare. Itis dif-
ficult to beflieve under such facts, whatcve: theorics
we meet with, that Englagd is at present over-
peopled. Her soil, “i* Woull seem, must'be open
to further melioratigns,. which, under ,improved
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systems of policy and agriculture, with new ‘means
of internal communication, great as are already
the latter,ewill in time not distant carry her popu-
lation as far above what it now is, as it now ex-
ceeds what it was at the period of her carly kings.
I we take Holland as an example of succefsful in-
dustry and art, where a nation has been compelled
to struggle against the disadvantages of a stinted
“scil; there are great portions of territory in Eng-
land still like a desert, which after ages may be-
hold productie.
At Godalming, we lost our mocking-bird. We
had brought it as a mark of remembrance from Mr.
‘rawford, formerly minister of the United States in
",i'*'mﬁce, to Lady Auckland, for some kindnesses
received from her in England. We nursed it with
all care during the voyage. It drooped however at
sea, and the night being cold at Godalming, it died.
This bird is small, and has no beauty of plumage.
Its notes are as melodigys as the nightingale’s, and
of more variety; but *[ doubt if they can ever be
drawn out 1a their full extent and ricilneé;s, except
in its natjve climates. Mr. Fox, as we learn in the
introduction to his James IL., thought the notes of
the nigh.tinga]e sprightly rather than plaintive, and
refers to the “Floure and Leafe” of Chaucer, as
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showing him to have been of that opinion, when
he speaks of its merry song. Mr. Fox even calls
TheBeritus to his aid, who makes the yellow night-
ingale « trill her mz’nstrelsey” in notes respdnsive to
the cheerful blackbirds. Could this British states-
man, who in the midst of his graver pursuits wa$
so alive to the beauties of poetry and hature, have
heard the American mocking-bird “warbling its
wood ngles wild,? he wotld at one moment have”
been chcered by their sprightliness; the next,
soothed by thtir melancholy. *

On the morning of the twenty-first, we procecd-
ed on omr journey. Every thing now began to
wear a different aspect ;. the chénge was more de--
cided after passing Guilford, the county town of
Surry. We saw evidences of a more abundant
population, and advanced state of husbandry.
The season did not ghow the country in its best
dress ; but we were cnabled to see more of it by
the very absence of the fgg%ge. Farms and com-
mon dwezﬂing.s, with fields beautifully divided and
enclosed; country scats, with lodges and stately
gates of iron marking the entrance to thery ; lawns
fresh and verdant, thqggh it was the winter solstice ;
parks and pleasure g¥dunds ;nuniﬁcently enclosed ;
ancient trees in avefues, standing in copses, or
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shooting up among the hedges, with shrubbery
tastefully arranged in gardens, and vines and flow-
ers clustering about the houses, were among* the
objects that rose'in succession as we passcd along.
We put frequent questions to the postillions, but
they could tell us little. In ome instance, we rode
I remembet for several successive miles along a
high brick wall which enclosed part of the grounds
ofa country seat, the naie, or ownership of which
we could not then learn. The eye was constantly
occupied, noae of us ever having before been in
Europe. Aswe got nearer to London, indications
multiplied of what had been effected by time and
art and wealth. to fill up its vast environs. Unlike
the ,'approaches to Rome, some of which are said
to be at the present day through partial desola-
tion, all within our view grew more and more in-
stinct with life ; until at leng;'h evenm(r coming on,
at first villages, then rows of bulldmgs, and people,
and ‘twinkling lights, ayd all kinds of sound, gave
token that the metropolis was close by + We en-
tered it by Hyde Park corner, passmg through
Piccadilly and Bond street, beholding the moving
crowds whlch now the.town lights revealed.  Ano-
ther turn brought us’ into Conduit street, where
rooms had been engaged foy our accommodztion.
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In a little while we proceeded to the house of Ross
Cuthbert, Esquire, in Gloucester PIabe, a gentleman
of Bower Canada married to one,of my sisters, at
whose hospltable *table .we dined ;. where also it
was my fortune to meet another sister, wife of Ma-
jor Mamners of the British army. P
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CHAPTER . IIL o

FIRST INTERVIEW WITH LORD CASTLEREAGH. FIRST
“ vy APPEARANCEE OF LONDON,

«

December 22. Address a note to Lord Castle-
_reagh, the English secretary of state for foreign
affairs, informing him of my arrival in eapacity of
envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary
from the United States, at the British court. I ask
when I may have the honour of waiting upon him.
He immediately replies, that he will be happy to see
me at the forelgn office, in Downing street, to-mor-
row at four o'clock.

.
R

. Décember 23. Went to the foreign.office. A
sentry was walking before the door. I was admit-
ted by g porter, and shown by a messcnger into an
ante-foom. Another messenger conducted me up-
stairs,to Lord Castlereagh"&fupartmcnt. First sa-
lutatlona being over, I saul‘vthat I should be happy
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to learn at what time I might have the honour of
deliyering to his royal highness thé Prmce Regent,
my slctter of credence from the Pregident. I
handed his® lordsliip a . copy of the letter. He
replied that the prince was at Brighton; that he
himselfswas going, there on the day following,
expecting to be absent a week ; that he did
not know preciscly when the prince would leave
Brighton, but wag sure he would appoint an carly
day for receiving me, after he came to town.
I .said, that his royal higlfness’s pleasure on the
occasion, would be mine. His lordship begged I
would copsider myself free to call upon him, imme-
diately ¢ aftt:r his own return to'town, remarking
that he would consider my reception by the prince
as having taken place, if there were any s.ubjectb I
desired to broach beforchand. He added, that his
wish would mvariably be, to give every facility to
the transactton of business between us, in the hope
of results qatmfactory to both countries; for all
which I thanked him. He also said, that perhaps
he might wigh to conversg.mth me, on matters of
busifiess, before my formal reception.‘

He made inquiries for Mr, Adams, my predeccs-
sor in the mwslon,,éd Premdcnt Momoe, whom
h¢ had also known iny England. He spoke of the
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prosperity of thé United States, which he said he
heard of with pleusure ; remarking, that the pros-
perity of one commercial nation contributed to<that
of others. His whole reccption of me was very
conciliatory. There was a simplicity in his man-
ner, the best and most attractive characteristic of
a first interview. It lasted about twenty minutcs.

~ December 24. Go through seyeral parts of the
town; Bond street, Albemarle street, f}erkeley
square, Piccadilly, St. James’s street and Park,
Pall Mall, St. James’s square, the Strand, and a
few .others. 'Well dressed persons, men and wo-
men, throng theni. I sce no others except now
and' then a solitary beggar, playing upon some in-
strument of music, with which he begs his way
along. In the dresses of both sexcs, black predom-
mates. It is indeed nearly universal. This pro-
ceeds from the general mourning for the Princess
Charlotte, late heiress apparent to the throne, who
died in November. 'The roll of chariots and car-
nages of all kinds, from two until past four, was
incessant. In all directions they werc® in métion.
It was like a show—the horses, the coachmen with
'trlangular hats and tatsels, the footmen with cock-
ades and, canes—it seemed s if nothing could ex-
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ceed it all; yet I was told that the sight in Hyde
Pagk, any day in May or June, was more striking ;
and that if it happened to be on the same day with
the Kpsom or Asdot races, which keep the roads
alive for ten miles with London éarriages, a stran-
ger misses none frem the Park. Sometimes, with
this glitter of privatc equipages, you saw a station-
ary line of hacks, the worn-down horses eating out
of nosc-bags; and sometimes, at a slow, tuggiry
walk, immense wagons filled with coals, in black
sacks, drawn, by black horses, large and shaggy
and fat as thosc in the Portsmouth wagon; the
wagonerg also having their faces black, so as to look
more like*black men than white: I am disappoint-
ed in the general exterior of the dwelhng hotses.
T had antlclpated something better at the west end
of the town, more symmetry; buildings more spa-
cious, more detached—denoting the residences of
the richest *people in the richest city in Europe.
I do not yet see these; but I see haberdasher’s
shops, poultcrer’s shops, the leaden stalls of fish-
mongeré, and the slaughtering blocks of butchers,
in tlie neat vicinity of a nobleman’s mansmn and a,
king’s palace. This may ke necessary. or conve-
nient, for the supplies #fa cabital too large to admit
“of ope or more concentrated markets ; by the ima-
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gination at a distance ﬁictures somcthing different.
Perhaps it is to give a hint of English liberty; if
50, I oughg to be the last to find fault. Beingrthe
day before Christmas, there was more display in
the shops than usual. I did not get back unmtil
candle light, when the whole sgene began to be il-
luminated. « Altogether, what a sccne it was! the
shops in the Strand and elsewhcre, where cvery
“~sanceivable article lay before you; and all made
in England—which struck me the more, coming from
a country where fow, tliings arc madg, howcver fo-
reign commerce may send them to us; then, the
open squares and gardens, adorned with shrubbery
and trees; the pdarks with their avenues and an-
cient trees; the palisades of iron, or enclosures of
solid wall, wherever enclosures were requisitc; the
people ; the countless number of equipages and fine
horses ; the gigantic draught horses; the cnormous
coal wagons—what an aspect the whdle exhibited!
. what industry, what luxury, what infinite particu-
lars, what an aggregate! 'The men were taller and
straiter than the peasantry I had scefl. The linca-
ments of a race descend like their language. The
people I met constantly reminded me of those of
my owii country ; I caughtethe same expression—
often it glided by in complete identity—my, ca
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took in on all sides accents to which it was native;
but I knew no one. It was like coming to another
p]aﬁet,' familiar wifh voices and fages, yet encircled
by strangers.

. Decanber 31. The fog was so thick that the
shops in Bond street had lights at noen. I could
not sce people in the street from my windows. I
am tempted to ask, how ‘the English ever becezu
great with so little day light; it seems not to come
fully out untib nine in the morring, and immediately
after four it is gone. King Charles’s saying of the
English glimate, is often brought up; that it inter-
rupts out-door labour fewer days ip the year than
any other. Did he remember the fogs, and how

very short the day is, for labour during a portion of
the year?
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CHAPTER 1V.

INTERVIEW WITH LORD CASTLEREAGH—SLAVES CAR-
RIED AWAY FROM THE .,UNITED STATES CONTRARY
TO THE TREATY OF GHENT—EQUALIZA TION' OF TON-
NAGE DUTIES—W]?ST INDIA TRADE: MEMBERS PF
THE BRITISH AND AMERICAN CABlNI‘?TS.

" January 3. Waited ort Lord Castlcreélgh at cle-
ver in the mbrning, at his private residence, St.
‘James's 'squarc. It was by his request, in a note
recelved yesterday. I was shown into'a room ncar
the hall. Family portraits werc on onc side, books
on another, and two, white bull dogseof the breed
theyg call king Charles’s, lying before the fire.  Con-
tradlctmg their looksy they proved perfectly good-
nqtured I a few minutes, a servant conducted
mé mt6 a room adjoining, where I found Lord Cas-
tlezx:quh He received me with his former courtesy,
reﬁewmg lus oblwmm inquirics for the health of my
family aftcr our winter’s vqyage, with the expree-
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sion of a hope that the fogs of London had not
alarmed us.

H® inforged me that he had been to Brighton,
and delivercd to the Prince Regent the copy of my
ictter of credence, and that the prince would receive
me, as s8on as he cne to town.  In the meantime,
he had his royal highness’s commands to’say, that I
must look upon myself as already, in effect, accre-
dited. . "

e proceeded to say, that if there were any sub-
jeets of business I desired to*mention, he would
hear me. Ile remarked, that it had been his habit to
treat of bueiness with the [orugn ministers in frank
conversations; a course that saved time, and was
in other ways preferable, as a gencral oneysto offi-
cial notes. Ile intimated his wish to do the same
with me. 1 replied, that nothing could be more
agreeable to me than to be placed npon that foot-
ing with hiw.”

The way being opened for business, I entered
upon it. ksaid therc were two subjects that my
governmoﬁt had charged me to bring to the notice
of his .majcsfy’s, without delay. The first had re-
ference to the slaves carried off by English ships
from the United States at the close of the latc war,

in” contravention, as w& alleged, of the treaty of
' 8
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Ghent. This subject, already discussed between the
two governments without prospect of an agreenient,
was exciting, I ¥omarked, an int.erest ig the Uhited
States, to be expected where the property and rights
of a large class of their citizens were at stake. It
"had therefore been made my éarliest duty‘o renew
the proposition submitted by my government, and
believed to point to thc best, if not only mode of
satisfactory settlement. 'The proposition was, that
the question be referred to a tkird power, to be
chosen as umpirc bétween the partics. This course
was recommended by the cxample of provisions i
the treaty of Ghent, on other subjects @3 to which
differences of 'Opi;lion had existed betwcen the two
nations; my government thercfore had the hope,
that Great Britain would accede to.it in this in-
stance also.

His lordship said, that he had been much on the
contiaent whilst the discussions on this subject were
going forward, and inquired if we had precisc in-
formation as to the number of slaves catried away.
I replied, not in hand, but that it would be afforded
at the«proper time. He next asked ,if their dis-
persed situation would not be an impediment to re-
stitution. 'This was mot by saying, that the owners
would jook to a pecuniary’equivalent. Cortversa-
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tion was continued on the gencral question. In
corrclusion, he promised to bear it in mind.

The nextsubject grew out of thegommercial con-
vention between the two countries, of the third of
July, 1815. 'This convention had established a re-
ciprocity of duties and charges of all kinds, upori
the vesscls of the two nations in each others’ ports.
Its opcration was, by its terms, to begin from the
day of its date.. The rule of reciprocity ought
therefore to haveattached, practically, at that time;
instead of whieh, each nation continued for a while
to levy the duties existing before the convention,
and Greas Dritain had not yet abolished them all.
My goverflment dcsired: I said, to carry back the
operation of the convention to the day of ,its date,
and was rcady to give this rule cffect by retrospec-
tive mcasures, hoping to find a corresponding dispo-
sition in his majesty’s government.

This subje.ct being new to his lordship, he gave
no opinion upon it, but promised, as in the dther
case, to seck the necessary lights for forming one.
I may st;tc, that, in the end, it was adjusted to the
satisfaction”of both nations. .

The foregoing being the only topics which it fell
within my purpose to Bring to his lordship’s notice
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at this time, he, in turn, drew my attention to a
subject on which he desired information.

It related to the four articlqs subrr;itted b}'r the
British government to my predecessor, for partially
opening the West India trade to the vessels of the
‘United States. His lordship wished to know, what
probability there was of my government agrecing
to them.

As this trade enters much into future negotia-
tions between the two countries, the first mention
of the subject calls for a succinct explanation of the
gencral question. Politicians understand it, but
there are others, and well informed pussons, who
have often heard of it without having any precise
idea of its nature,

It stands thus, according to the statement on the
side of the United States. They contend for a frec
intercourse in their vessels, with the British West
India Islands, and British colonies on the continent
of Worth America, whenever the trade to either is
opened at all by Great Britain to their flag; else
they say, that, by navigation acts of their own, they
will be, obliged to prohibit the trade altogether.
The stcady policy off Lngland has been, to sceure
as large an employmént as hossible of her own ton-
nage, in.carrying on her-cofimerce with the rest of
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the world. Tler celebrated navigation acts, com-
menced in Cromwell’s time and adhered to in prin-
ciple everysince, .whatcver occagional vepartures
there may have been from them in practice, have
all had this end in view. They provided, that the
whole ®rade between England, and the contments
of Asia, Africa and America, should be carried on
in English ships, manned by English sailors.  'They
also crabraced regulation$ that placed the trade be-
tween England .and the Eurcj.can nations, upon
pearly the same footing. It *was against the pre-
vious monopoly of Dutch tonnage that these navi-
gation aats were levelled.  What more natural, than
that other nations should be inwijling to witness
the same monopoly in the tonnage of Englan(l,. that
she objected to in that of the Dutch; more especially
since the foreign and colonial dominions of the for-
mer have swelled to an extent that could scarcely
have been conceived in the time of Cromwell? The
West India Islands being part of the British et pire,
her right to interdict a/l trade between them and
any l'or::igu country, could not be demied; and was
not. As% gencral rule, she did interdict, it. o But
there were junctures when, to advance objects of her
own, she would throw the frade open to the United
* States.  When she did this, she confined it to her
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own ships,manned, as by law they must be, by her
own satlors. 'What the United States claimod was,
that, whenever the trade f“(lstcd at all, 1' should be
carried on in their vessels, manned by tlmr sailors,
as well as with the vessels and sailors of England.
'Fhe trade once opencd, the United States were par-
ticstoit; and thence urged their right to a voice in
its regulation. This was their doctrine. Ithad been
maintained since the days of President Wash-
ington. It contemplated no interference with the
colomal rights, or monopoly of Great Britain. It
left her at full liberty to prohibit the importation
into her colonies of whatever articles she thought
fit, from the United Stateé; and in like manner to
prohibit exportations. It only asked that the
commercial intercourse, of whatever nature it
might be, that was once opcned for her benefit, or
that of both countrics, should be placed upon a
footing of cquality as to the vessels and sailors of
both.” This had latcly been done in the trade be-
tween the United States and the European domin-
ions of DBrita#, by the convention of Juiy 1815.
That cogvention itsclf, unless the reciprocity were
extended to the West Indies, would give undue
advantages to British vesscls. The latter could
sail, under its enactments - frofn Liverpool to Mew
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York, for example, paying, in New York, none
otttr than American duties. Thence, under the
Eng?lish cqlonial system, they could suil to the
English West Indies, and back again to England ;
making profit from this threefold operation. Ame-
rican v@ssels, on the othcr hand, were confined tb
the direct track between New York am Liverpool.
The British ship, as was well expressed by a dis-
tinguisljed American Senator, could sail on the
three sides of the triangle; the Amecrican, only
on one. . *

Britain on her part alleged, that she had the
right to eregulatc the trade between her colonies
and the rost of the world in all ;'espccts as she saw
fit.  This she declared it was proper she should
do, not only as rcgarded the commodities entering
into the trade, but the vessels carrying them. She
said, that to assent to the basis of reciprocity in
her trade between these islands and the United
Statcs, would give to the latter inhcrent advan-
tages owing to their prox.imity to the islands.
'That she maintained the islands atgreat cxpense
for their civil governments and military gstabhish-
ments, and thag on theqc gmunds, as wcll as that
of her gencral soverclgnty over them, not on]y had
‘the tight, but held it Yhecessary to her just interests
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to employ, chicfly, if not exclusively, her own ves-
sels and scamen in the trade, whenever opened; no
matter to what extent, or on what mluccmeénts.
Such, bricfly, was the British doctrine. It will comne
into view again,

- I will here cubjoin, as not oxt of place,-a brjef
commentary upon the original navigation act of
England, passed by the Commonw calth parliament,
m 1652, It is by JenKmson, tvom hus work on
treatics.  “ Crilics in commerce rrason varionsly,”
says he, “on the benofits or disadcanteges of this aei.
Those who argue in its disfavonry reason on the gene-
ral principle of its being an crror in politice 1o inter-
rupl the free course of commerce by any kind of pro-
hibitions _whatsocver ; which is goncrally true, and
would be always so, could one be assured of constant
universal amity.  But as that is very far from being
the case, the ezception of the general vule in this case
holds good, since nothing is more clewr, than that those
who cimploy most ships will have most scamen, and
consequently be best enabled to command the sea. It
was but too cvident by this short war [Cromw'cll’s with
Hol_]and]. how near w match for us the Duteh were,
and continued so for some years afleg; and had not
this act been made, would veiy probably before this
time have .becn too polent for‘us, as they would have
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had the gross of the European seamen in their service ;
so that the act, notwithstanding some inconveniences it
mig.ht prod\ce in pgint of commerce, was a“very happy
thought in the making, and shows our judgment in
its being continued.” .

Thiscelebrated Act may be said to have chang-
cd the maritime condition of the world. It con-
tinues 1o this day to aﬂ'e(.:t the legislation of the
United States.

The four articles of which Lord Castlereagh
spoke, reduced to their essence, may be described
thus :—The first cxtended to the United States,
the provitions of certaip Free Port acts, as they
were called, authorizing a trade in ‘the articles
which they enumerated, between certain sspecified
ports of th¢ British West Indics and the colonies
of Luropean nations, in vesscls having only one
deck. The bt,COIld made a special provision for
the trade between the United States and the island
of Bermuda, in a larger list (lf articles, and without
limiting the size of the vessel. The third allowed
cotton and tohacco to be imported from the United
States in their own vessels to Turk’s Islandeand
salt to be taken away f from that island, also in their
vessels. The fourth aimed at regulating the in-
‘terf:ourse, though uno'.er rhany restrictions, between

9
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the United States and the British continental
colonics in America, adjoining the dominions of
the formet. : , A '
To his lordship’s inquiry as to the probability of
my government agrceing to these articles, I re-
plicd, that the President, when T left Washingtcn,
had them under consideration; but I owed it to
candour to say, that there was little likclihood of
their being accepted, so far did they fall short of
the reciprocity desired. He afterwards inquired
of what nature would be our counter-projet, in the
event of their rejection. I said, one that would
open this trade fully, and, above all, give w0 British
vesscls no privileges of any kind whatever, dircct
or incidental, over the vessels of the United States.
The latter were ready to grant, in their ports, to
British vessels coming from the islands, all the pri-
vileges which their own vessels epjoyed; and
cquld not be content with less to their vessels, in
the ports of the islands. His lordship here spoke
generally of the colonial system of Britain. IHe
said it was interwoven with her whole commercial
. cod~ and code of navigation; and that she owed
it to interests which che believed to be important
in both connexions, to adhere to the system in the
main, hewever willing to sitbmit to occasiondl or
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partial relaxtions. I rejoined, that, with whatever
roluctancc thc United States would adopt the
policy of éoqmw the trade altogcther, i in the con-
tinued absence of the reciprocity for which they
contendcd they would at last be compelled to
adopt 1t n nccossary ]ustlce to their own navigat-
ing interests. I referred him to some acts of
Congress alrcady passed, with that intent. Tle
wound wp by remarking, that Britain, considering
the nature of hef colonial system, had no right to
complain of measures of that character on the
part of the United States, however she might
rogret them; nor would she complain.  She had
maintained 1t so long, that she would find it diffi-
cult on that as well as other accounts, t® change
it. Such was the general outline of what fell from
him. .

Before I came away, he said, that the Christmas
holidays had scattered the members of the cabinet;
they were chiefly in the country; on the return
of some of them to town, h(; would avail himself
of an early opportunity of enabling me to make
their acqua.intance by mceting them at danessat
his house. . )

T will use this occasion to give the names of
those who composed Yhe ‘cabinet. Theyswere as
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follow :—the Earl of Liverpool, first lord of the trea-
sury, and prlme minister; Lord Eldon, lord chan-
cellor ; the Earl of Harrowby, lord pres:dent of the
council ; the Earl of Westmoreland, lord privy seal ;
Lord Sidmouth, secretary of state for the home
department ; Lord Casilereagh’, secretary of state
for foreign affairs ; Earl Bathurst, secretary of state
for the colonial department ; Mr. Vansittart, chan-
cellor of the exchequer; Lord Melville, frst lord
of the admiralty; the- Farl of Mulgrave, master
general of the ordnance; Mr. Caniing, president
of the board of control for the affairs of India;
Mr. Wellesley Pole, master of the mint," and Mr.
C. B. Bathurst; chancellor of the duchy of Lancas-
ter. These comprchended the whole list on my
arrival in England. No other officers of the go-
vernment, however high in station, were then of
the cabinet. The secretary of war, wasnot; nor
the attorney general. The absence of the former,
I could not well explain, although the colonial se-
cretary acted in the concerns of war at cabinet
councils, seeing that the navy had a stated repre-
sefitive in those councils. And was not the
army entitled to eqhal consideration? I could
even less explain the exclusmn of the attorney
general. * No acts of government in a free couhtry,
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are in.dependent of law; it fixes, regulates, con-
trol$ every thing. Hence, I should have inferred,
that this oficer wauld have been one of the prima-
ry advisers of the crown. I was aware of the high
legal functions of the lord chancellor; but in the
complicated and dafly workings of the machine of
free government throughout a vast empire, I could
still sce room for the constant presence of the
attorncy general in the cabinet.

During my re8idence of more than seven years
at the English’ court, this administration remained
anchanged. Therc were resignations that led to
new appolntments, and spme transpositions. The
Duke of Wellington was made master genera] of
the ordnance, on the resignation of Lord Mulgrave.
Lord Sidmouth retired from the home department,
and was succeeded by Mr. Pecl. Mr. Wellesley
Pole. gave up the mastership of the mint, for a
situation necarcr the person of the king, and was
created Lord Maryborough., Mr. C. B. Bathurst
went out, of the chanccllorship of the duchy of
Lancgster, 'into which Mr. Vansittart passed; the
latter being also called to the peerage, wademthe .
title of Lord Bexlcy. . Mr. Robinson, aftqrwards
Laqrd Goderich, was aspointed to Mr. Vansittart’s

'f)laqe'. Mr. Canning hecaime secretary of state for
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forcign affairs on the death of Lord Castlereagh,
which occurred soon after the latter succeeded to
the title ¢t Marquis of Londonderry. "Mr. C. W.
W. Wynn was made president of the board of
control, in place of Mr. Canning. Mr. Wallace,
afterwards Lord Wallace, betame master of the
mint; and Mr. Huskisson, appointed president of
the board of trade, was called to a scat in the
cabinet, his office not having before been of that
dignity. ‘

None of the new appointments were understood
to have grown out of any want of concord in the
body. The policy, as the premiership, of Lord
Liverpool, was maintained. e was placed in that
post by <he Prince Regent, in 1812, The age and
infirmities of the reigning monarch, had led parlia-
ment, two years before, to establish a regency in the
person of the Prince of Wales. The Regent found,
and kept, Mr. Percival at the head of affairs, until
he f)erished by assagsination. It was then that
Lord Liverpool was called fo the heln. History
will view his administration as onc of renown to
fifgland. In the exertions of Eurbpe against
Napoleon during the memorable period from
1812 until 1815, the part which she acted by
her armis and pecuniary re;‘ourccs, is before the
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world.  Both were directed by this ministry, until
the “hchievement at Waterloo closed the mo-
mentous stygule. It was there that e Duke
of Wellington, after numerous victories in India,
in Portugal, in Spain,that had earned the reiterated
thanks Of parliamcht and ardent applanses of
the nation, ascended to the pinnacle of wilitary
glory. Onc of the English ministers on entering
the House of Commons, bearing in his hands the
treatics of peace *which thestritunphant battles of
this great comfander had done so much towards
sccuring, was enthusiastically cheered by all the
members. ® It was the spgntancous burst of public
joy ; party differences were forgotten=—and rarcly; in
England arc they ever forgotten—in decds o over-
powering. .The same minister, it was ILord
Castlercagh, afterwards declared in one of his
speeches, that the  British empire had twice dic-
tated the peace of Faurope in the capital of France”
The fame of such deeds naturally cstablisl:ed in the
confidencg of the British public, the ministry on
whosg bann(.xr they were inscribed.

.Lord Liverpool was not a man to lose conftdeee™
s0 acquired. Splendoqr of genius was npt his
characteristic ; but among his talents, was that of
Jnowing how to assemble ‘able men aroufd him.
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His cabinet already strong, was cnriched, as we
have scen, with the names of Wellington, and Peel,
and Robihson, and Huskisson ; lastly %ith that of
Canning,, whom he brought into the foreign office,
vacant by the sudden demise of a powerful incum-
bent. These, though differing in important points
among each other, and from the premier, re-
mained in harmony under him as leader. Each
was made cfficient in his sphere, and the power of
the whole augmented.. If Lord Liverpool was not
the ablest man of the body, he was cssentially
its head. With a sound judgment, improved by
public affairs upon a great scale, he was'well fitted
for the business of a nation. What he did not
take in* by promptitude, he mastered by perse-
verance ; not that he was deficient in the former,
but that he paused upon his first conclusions. Sys-
tematic and grave, educated in maxims which he
co_nsclcntlously approved, however others may have
dissented from them;, courtcous yet inflexible ; with
a personal character cminently pure, and,a high re-
putation for official probity, his influence, as it rest-
“e-4poh practical qualities, went on to incrcasc ; 80
that during the wholé term of my residence I never
heard, and do not believe, tl}at a change of ministry
was for one moment serieusly in contemplation.
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Such was the premier whom I found and left in
powd. He enjoyed the full confidence of his
sovereign ; and had_ the confidence of the country
to an extent that made him sure of his measures
in both houses of parliament. Such too, was the
entire mihistry with which I was to conduct nego-’
tiations, and all other business of my tiission.

It was with a full sense of responsibility that I
entered upon its duties. T was sustained by re-
membering who were at the head of my own go-
vernment, In President Monroe, his country re-
cognized a patriot and sage. Time and long ser-
vice, had eonsecrated his virtues and talents. A
chivalrous officer of the .Revoll;t.ion, his youthful
blood had been poured out on the plains of Tren-
ton. To the carcful study of history and govern-
ment, he added a participation in the business of
legislative halls, and that of diplomacy, at home
and abroad, :ﬂways carrying a heart. as pure as
his judgment was sound. Perfectly acquaifited
with the forcign policy of the United States, as
with their domestic concerns; clevated in all his
princi[;les; just, magnanimous, sclf-controlleg, Jorge
countrics ever possessed a chicf magistrate better
qualified to administer its affairs with wisdom, or
more exempt from passions to mislead.

10
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First of his cabinet as regarded every thing
foreign, stood Mr. Sccretary Adams; a statesman
of profoend and universal knowledge. - He had re-
ceived the best cducation that Europe and his own
country could bestow, and from early life been
practised in public affairs. Minister at several of
the courts’ of Iurope, favourable opportunities were
before him of studying their policy, and a superior
capacity cnabled him to improve his opportunities.
Thus gifted and trained as a statesman, he was
accomplished as a ‘scholar, fervent as a patriot,and
virtuous as a man. For the remainder of the cabi-
net of the United States:, there were, Nor. Secreta-
ry Crawlord of the trcasury department, Mr. Scc-
retary Lalhoun of the war department, Mr. Secre-
tary Thompson and afterwards Mr. Secretary
Southard of the navy department, with Mr. Attor-
ney General Wirt; men whose abilitics gave fur-
ther assnrance to those in the for(;ign service of
the’ country, that her interests would not be over-
looked. Such were the counscls whence my in-
structions were to flow. Of this cabinet I may
2dd that two of its members have since been call-
ed by their country:to the high posts of President
and Vice President of the United States; Mr.
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Secret'ary Adams to the former, Mr. Secretary
Caloyn to the latter.

My insttuctions had also the indirect;though full
sanction of Mr. Madison, the immediate predeccs-
sor of Mr. Monroe in the Chief magistracy, whose
views 8n all the pending questions with Great
Britain, whether maritime, commercial or territo-
rial, the latter adopted; and it was a high sanction.
Their cgreers had been ru;l, side by side, in the most
elevated official posts of th¢ Republic.  Both were
disciples of Jeflerson, and, ag he once beautifully
said of them, the “two pillars of his friendship.” If
Mr. Monroe had the qualities 1 aqcrlbe to him, Mr.
Madison was distinguished by i his deep msight into
all our public aflairs; by a penetration &o qu1ck
and comprehensive that nothing escaped it; by
powers of investigation always masterly, whether
handling the broadest general principles, or the
most éiﬂicult. details of forcign policy, home admi-
nistration, or constitutional law; and by a "judg-
ment at all times so aloof from ecxtraneons excite-
ment, that nothing ever turned aside the steady
operations of its unbiassed search, or the cobmasw
clusions of its wisdom. Throughout the short but
formidable war with Great Britain that marked his
/administration, how ‘éeatous and determined, yet
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how well-weighed the maxims of his conduc.t. The
founder and almost draftsman of the Constitwiion,
it was his*high and difficult task to see in its pro-
visions all the cnergies adapted to the belligerent
state, yet never to read in them a warrant for vio-
lating the least of the securitich of public liberty—
a task which he performed with cqual discrimina-
tion, patriotisin, and glory.
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CHAPTER V.

.
LONDON, EAST OF TEMPLE BAR. LONDON NORTH OF

+OXFORD STREET.

January 7. Went through Temple Bar into the
city, in coh.tradistinction to the west end of London,
always called town. Passed along Flect street,
Ludgate-hill, St. Paul’s, Cheapside, the Poultry,
Cornhill, ang other strects in the direction of the
Tower. Saw, by a hasty, exterior glance, the
Bank, Royal ].*h(change, Lord Mayor’s house, Guild-
hall, India house, the Excise buildings. ¥ Tlooked
with any fecling of wonder on the throngs at the
west-cnd, more causc is there for it here. The
shops stand, side by side, for entire miles. The
accumulation of things, is amazing ; it woukdseeir™
impossible that there canbe plrchasers for them all,
until you consider what multitudes there are to buy;
jthen,’ you are dlsposed to ask how the buyers can



78 RESIDENCE AT THE [1818.

all be supplied. In the middle of the strects, coal
wagons and others as large, carts, trucks, yeliicles
of every %Sort, loaded in every, way, arc paésing.
They are in two close lines, like great tides, going
reverse ways, and reaching farther than the cye
can sce. The horses come so near to ‘the foot
pavement which is crowded with people, that their
hoof, and the great wheels of the wagons, are only
a few inches [rom the people. In this mauner the
whole procession is in movement with its compli-
cated noise; it confounds the senses to be among
it all; you would anticipate constant accidents—
yet they scldom happen.  The fear of the law pre-
serves order; moreover the universal sense of dan-
ger if onder were violated, prevents its violation. 1
am assurcd that these streets present the same ap-
pearance cvery day in the year, cxcept Sundays,
when solitude reigns in them. I must notice as
before the dress of the people. A lafge proportion
were of the working classes; yet all were whole in
their clothing. You could hardly see cxceptions.
All looked healthy; the more to be remarked in
parusos the city where they live in pcrp'etual crowds
by day and slcep in confined places, and can only
be accounted for by a healthy climate in combina-
tion with cleanliness; Lbnd;)n, by its aqueducts and
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other’ subterranean works, being as great a curio-
sifi. under ground, as above. The custom house
and black forest of ships below Londen bridge, I
saw only by a glimpse. That was enough to show,
that the Thames was choked up with vessels and
boats d8f every destription, much after the mannér
that T beheld Cheapside and Fleet *strect to be,
with vchicles that move on land.

I wegnt into two shops; one, a silver smith’s,
that of Rundel and Bridge, on Ludgate-hill.  Out-
side it is plain; you might pass by without noticing
it; but on entering, the articles of silver were piled
in h(\apq; even on the ﬂ001 Going further into the
building, the masses increased. “Tna room up stairs,
there was part of a dinner service, in cougse Of ma-
nufacture. | The cost of an cntire service, varied
from thirty to fifty thousand pounds sterling, accord-
ing to the number of picces, and workmanship.
Sometimes 1t was much higher. A candclabra for
the middle of a table had just been finished for a
customer, at fiftcen hundred 'pounds. A dress sword
for &.mother customer was shown; the cost was four
thousand guineas. Other specimens of Juvisies
might be mentioned, mcludmg ambassadors’ snuff
boxes, set with a proﬁlsmn of diamonds. The pro-

, prietors were extrerr;ely civil; for I gave trouble
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only through curiosity. If you purchase but a trifle,
for a few shillings, they return thanks; if yoy do
not incline to take it away yourself, they rcadily
send it home, no matter to how remote a part of
the town. 'T'he other shop was Shepherd’s, for cut
glass, near Charing Cross. Tkrere too I hud civi-
lity from the proprictor. In place of speaking of
his wares, I will relote what he said of the Emperor
Alexander.  His imperial majesty, it scems, when
on his visit to England with the allied sovercigns,
honoured his shop with a call.  Pleased with his
articles beyond any of the kind he had seen in
Europe, he gave an order for a magnificent list for
one of his palaces. The pieces arrived in St. Peters-
burgh. [mmediately a ukase issucd, prohibiting the
future importation of cut-glass into Russia. Whe-
ther thc emperor most desired to encouragethe
home manufacture of so beautiful a ware, or cn-
hance the_gratification of his imperial taste by
keeping it exclusive, were questions that I had
no right to propound. ’

Of all the sights, the one in the middie of the
_~treets. hespoke to me most of causes and effects.
Being afterwards in Paris, I saw more of archi-
tectural beauty, at first; more of light and bril-
liancy. The Boulevards, the Palais Royal, the,
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Rue Rivoli which looked into the Tuileries through
golen tipped palisades, and a few other places,
wefe ot be matehed by any thing I saw in Lon-
don. But their c.ompass was small and soon ex-
hausted. The space between Northumberland
house and Bishopwgate, disclosed more of trans-
portation, more of the operations that proclaim
quick circulation of capital, more of all that lud at
the roots of compmerce @t home and throughout
the world, more, of all that went to the prolific
sources of riches and powery than I was able to
discover in going about Paris, again and agaim, in
every direction, though looking out for similar indi-
cations. 1 am awarc how much larger London is,
than Paris; but the bustle of business sqcmc(l to
abound i the English metropolis in a proportion

tenfold greater than its superior size.

Junuary 19. Lhave taken a house. It is situated in
Marylebone parish, north of Oxford road, as ¥ hear
the latter called by some, probably from its having
been an .opcn road within their recollection. Now,
it is a streét fully built up, and among the longgst.
and widest in London. Nogth of it, lics a part of
the town different frotn any I have hitherto scen.
Tho strcets are geﬁ.crally regular, but yith some

' 11
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handsome deviations. Allare of good width ; some
a hundred feet and more. Many of themn, as Har-
ley street,Wimpole strect, Baker stredt, Devon-
shirc-place, Portland-place, and others, present
long ranges of houses so built as to give them a
metropolitan aspect.  Througlesome of the'streets,
you look, as through a vista, into the verdant
scenery of the Regent’s Park. 'This commences
alinost at the point where the buildings, which are
lofty, end ; so that you seem to ¢lep at once into
the country. An afr of gloom hangs over these
strects, from the dark brick of which most of the
houses are built, or which coal smoke gives them ;
the case I may add with nearly every part of Lon-
don. This part is quite secluded, if so I may speak
of a town district of more than a hundred thou-
sand inhabitants. You hear little noise beyond the
rumble of equipages, beginning at two o’clock, aba-
ting in the evening, and returning at midnight.
Its quictness and the number of ready-furnishoed
houses to be hired in it, are probably the induce-
ments for its being much chosen by the foreign
~nmbassadors for their residence. [ found that the
Russian, Austrian and French ambassadors, had
here fixed their domicils. Every house has its
area, enclosed with iron palisades topped with
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spikes. The front door steps arc all of brown
stone with iron railings, topped in the same man-
ner’; so tifat the cye as far as it could rcdach, traced
in all directions long lincs of this bristling iron
work. If you add, that on the broad pavements of
flag yot perhaps saw nobody before noon, unless a
straggling servant in morning livery, ot a butcher’s
boy with tray in hand igsuing here and there from
an arca, you have the main external characteristics
of this region when first | beheld it.  There is
amfother town district a mile of iwo east, made up
of well built strects about Russcl squarc and in that
dircction,that had an appearance somewhat similar.
It contained I was told another onc-hundred thou-
sand mhabitants, London dissected showing these
various circles. The entire metropolis, says Gib-
bon in his memoirs, is “an astonishing and perpe-
tual spectacle to the curious cyc; each taste, cach
sense .may ho gratificd by the variety of objects
which will oceur in the long circuit of a rhorn-
ing walk.” )

Of the .partlhave been describing in its external
aspect, T milst notice the complexion withiz, 4=
great number of the houses were to let, and 1 went
thr.ough them. Trom ‘the basement to the attics
every thing had an ah".of comfort. The sapply of
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furniture was full, and more or less costly, accord-
ing to the rent. The stair cases were of white
stonc; the windows and beds in servants’ rooms,
had curtains ; and no floor or passage was without
carpeting. I was struck with the number of bells,
with ornamental bell ropes to ptll them on dach side
of every firé-place in the parlours, and each side of
every bed in the bed-rooms, to call servants from
above or below. In m:ufy instanees, librarics made
part of the furniturc—a beautiful part. It was im-
possible to survey the mass of articles of British man-
ufacture, whether for use or ornament, accumulated
in these houses, as a mere specimen of ¢he supply
of the whole country, ‘without rcﬂcctmg how
much more inportant to Britain must be the home
market of consumption for all her best manufic-
tyres, than the sum total of those she sends to all
other parts of the world, great as are her exports
of them. . "T'li¢ reiits varied from four hundred to a
thousand guincas a ycar. In some of the squares
of the west-end, I lcarned that the rent of a furnish-
c¢d house was as high as sixty and ,1<rhty guincas a
Ssvehisa: TTouses of the first class, with the abundant
and sumptuous furniture to suit, are not to be hired
at all. These, belonging {o the nobility or othcr
opulentsproprictors, are left, in the care of sewvants
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when the owners are away. The house I took
wad in Baker street, at fonr hundred and fifty
guincas a Year. It was four stories high, exclusive
of the bascment story, had thrce rooms conununi-
cating with cach other, on a floor, was upwards of
thirty fet front and-from fifty to sixty decp. There
was not a foot of yard to it. 'The kitchen was
under ground, on the space in the immediate rear of
the house; which space was roofed over with a flat
roof covered with lead, light being admitted below
through sky lights. At the end of this flat lcaden
roof, rose the back wall of a stable; with rooms
above where the coachman slept and lived; stables
of the samc kind being common to every house in
the row ; and the alley, or mews, as the term here is,
on which all the stables front, being about one
hundred feet in the rear of the street.  In the base-
ment, under the main body of the house, were a
house kecper's room, butler’s pantry and other
apartments, all deriving light from the arca upon the
street, or the sky-lights in the lcaden roof. The
receptacle for coal was a cellar excavated under the
strectin front of the arca, similar cxcavations_being.s
common to cvery housc on both sides of the street.
Such was its outline, which may be considered also
as descriptive of the common domestic architecture
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of the west end of London, among houses
that are to be rented. Water was brought,_ffom
the new river to every story; and' the whole
was completely [urnished from top to bottom
—china, plate, glass, table and house linen ex-
cepted, which are found by the occupant: I'or a
London house in this part of the town, it was quite
a small one, but remarkable for its good arrange-
ment, and cconomy of sﬁacc; the most being made
for accommodation, in all ways, of the limited
ground it stood upon. The policy of my govern-
ment being to give to its public servants small
salarics, the latter act but in unison with this policy
in having their. establishments small. It is not for
those hpnoured by being sclected to scrve the
Republic abroad, to complain. Nor, with the
English, do I believe, that the consideration
attaching to foreign ministers, is dependent upon
the salaries they receive. Ilowever large these
may ‘D¢, ana sometimes are, in the persons of the
representatives of the imperial and royal govern-
ments of Europe, they arc still so iauch below the
~czaaltlof the home circles in London, 4s to be no
distinction, supposing: distinction to be sought on
that gm.und. The surpassing incomes in the home
circles aad habit of expendifure, with the ample
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accomrnodations by which the many who possecss
thein live surrounded, incline their possessors to
regard such officia] strangers, as objects, rather
than agents, of hospitality. It may be othcrwise
in capitals on the continent, but this is the general
rclationship which the diplomatic corps holds to
socicty in London ; the result of its ofvn state of
manners as well as its riches.
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CHAPTER VL
DINNER AT LORD CASTLEREAGI'S. MEMBERS OF THE DI-
PLOMATIC CORPS. THE FIRST VISIT. DINNEK AT 1ORD

WESTMORELAND'S.

January 20. Dmup at Lord* Castlercagh’s.
The company consisted of Lord and Lady Cas-
tlercagh, the Earl of Westmorcland, T.ord Mcl-
ville, Lord Mulgrave, Mr. Wellesley Pole, the
Duke of Wellington, Lord Burghersh, the ambas-
sador of France and his marchioness, the Austrian
ambassador, the Portuguese ambassador and his
countess, the minister plenipotentiary from Bava-
ria, the Marquis Grimaldi of Sardin'ia,, and a few
others. Of the foregoing, some were strangers,
to whom, as to myself, it was a first dinner.

The invitation was for seven oclock.  Our

“ianmes werc announced by servants in the hall,
and on the landings. The company had chiefly
assciubled when we arrived.  All were in full

black, Under the court mourning for the Princess
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S
Charlotte. I am wrofig—one lady was in white
satin, a singnlarity that would have been painfully
embarrasding, but that her union of eca¥c and dig-
nity cnabled her, after the first cffusion, to turn her
misfortunc into a grace. Salutations were in sub-
dugd tones, but cordial, and the hand given. In-
troductions took place at convenient moments.
Before cight, dinner was announced. The dining
room was on the floor "with the drawing rooms.
As we entered i through g door-way surrounded
by a hanging eurtain that drew aside, the cffcct was
beautiful. A profusion of light fell upon the cloth,
and as every thing clse was of silver, the dishes
covered, and wines luddvn in ranges of silver
coolers, the whole had an aspect of pure white.
Lord Castlereagh sat at the head.  On his right,
was the lady of the French ambassador, with whom
in going in to dinner, he had led the way. Lady
Castlereagh was on the side, half way dowi. On
licr left, was the Duke of Wellington, with whom
she came in. Between the Duke and the Earl of
VVcst.mor.eland was my wife, who came in upon the
arm of the latter. Opposite was the ladyf the
Portuguesc ambassador. She entered with the
French ambassador, and sat next to him. [ was
between Lords Molv:!]e and Mulgrave. The for-
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mer gratified me by the manner in which he spoke
of the United States; the latter by what he saia of
President,Monroe, who was ininister . England
when he was secrctary for foreign affairs. He had
ever found him, he said, conciliatory in business,
whilst steadlast in his duty. Being near to these
two noblenren ju coming in, I paused to give place
to them, having understood that cabinet ministers
preccded ministers plenipotentiary on these occa-
sions; but they declined it, and I went first ; Lord
Melville remarking, “We are at home.” There
were twelve servants; the superior ones not in livery.

The general topics related to I'rance, and French
society. 'T'he foreigners spoke English; neverthe-
less, the conversation was nearly all in French.
This was not only the case when the lnglish ad-
dressed the foreigners, but in speaking to cach
other. Before dinner, I had obscrved in the draw-
ing roony, books on the tables. As many as 1
glanced at, were French, and nearly all appeared
to be so. T thouglit of the days of Charles IL.,
as we have them from Gramwviont and others,
whey, the tastes of the Lnglish all run upon the
models of France. [Here, at the house of an Eng-
lish minister of state, Frenéh literature, the French
language, French topies, werc all around me; I
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add, French entrées, French wines! I was unwilling
to believe that the parallel to the days of Charles
11. held tl'lroughout. By my longer résidence in
England T discovered, that the enlighteacd classes
were more ready to copy from the French what
they tifought gooll, than the same classes in
France, to copy from England. As regards lan-
guage, the difference is striking, There is scarcely
a well glucated person i England, who docs not
speak French, whilst thourands among the hest
educated in Ftance, arc ignorant of English. In
the competition between these great nations, this
gives England an advaptage. It is no answer,
that French is the langnage of sintercourse in
Europe; the I'renchman may repose upone this, for
not acquiring the Englich; but it cannot take from
Englishmen the advantage of being at home in
both tongucs. Kqually have the Fnglish the ad-
vanta;;re in travel. They go in great numbers to
France; while few of the French, comparatively
speaking, visit England. )

Sopn after nine, the ladies left table. Before ten,
the gentlemen followed. The company broke inte
knots, or loitered through the drawing rooms, whilst
cqﬂ'ee was handed. In one, was a full length like-
ness of the Prince ., Regent, hy TLawrénce; in
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annther the celebrated portrait of Charles L, by
Vandycke, presenting three views of his face;
scattered sabout in all, were articles of vertd or
munificence.  Of the latter, were vases of massive
porcclain, and other memorials, sent as presents to
Lord Castlercagh by the ¢rowned heads of Tourope,
after the treatics of Paris and Vienna. Ihad now
conversation, for which opportunities had not belore
offered. The Aunstrian ambassador told me, that his
court had appointed Baron Sturmer consul general
to the United States. e said, that it was the wish
of his court to cultivate amicable relations with the
United States; the morve, as foreign comeacree had
become an olect with Austria. T replied, that
my government would receive the information with
satisfaction. This was the first public officer sent
hy Austria to the United States, and laid the foun-
dation of commereial velations that had not before
subsisted between' the two nations. I remarked,
that the coinmerce of Austria appeared to be doiag
well in the Black sea. “For a beginning,” he re-
plied. T added a hope, that the g of the United
~Statcg might find admittance into that sca ; but it
was a point on which he was not prepared to
speak. To Lord Castlerdagh, 1 cxpressed the
pleasured had derived from ‘making the acquain-
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tance of his guests; amongst them, the Duke of
Wiéllington’s. 1le then spoke of the duke. Tle
saurthat his achicyements in war were khown; but
that his ability in council, his caution, hi< concilia-
tion in dealing with the complicated arrangements
of the continent tha® had followed his battles, were
not so much known ; these formed not'less a part
of his character, and had gained for him, perhaps
in a higher degree than contered in any other in-
dividual in Europe, the confidence of its cabinets
and sovereigns: &

Before parting, his lordship said, that the Prince
Regent weuld probably bo in town by the middle
of lmbrmry, and that I mmht then expect my au-
dicnee of reception. .

At eleven, I came away. The servants were at
their stations, and passed the call for my carriage,
as when we were announced; torms obscrved to-
wards all the ¢ompany. .

Having here met for the first time some of the
diplomatic corps, I will subjoin the names of all
who c?ln[;osed it, whilst I was in England. There
was entire cordiality in the intcrcourse of its mem -
bers. The period being ono of peace, no acts
trm}spired among nations, tending to abridgc the
harmony of private life among their represcnéatives.
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From France there was the Marquis D’Osmond,
among the best specimens of the old French court.
From Rssia, Comnt, afterwards Prince Licven;
from Austria, Prince Esterhazy; [rom Prussia,
Baron llumboldt, brother and rival in genius to

“the celebrated traveller; from*the Netherlands, Ba-
ron Fagel, a name well known in his country’s his-
tory; from Spain, the Duke of San Carlos; from
Portugal, Count, afterwards Marquis  Palmella,
maintaining under all vicissitudes, his reputation
for Wbilitics. These were ambassadors. The chief
difference between the ambassador and minister
plenipotentiary, in common speech often confound-
cd, is, that the former is viewed as repi'escnting the
personiof his sovereign. In that capacity, he takes
precedence in matters of form, and has exaltation,
personally, in various ways. For every national
end, the attributes of the minister plenipotentiary

arc the same. \
France changed her ambassador four times.
She sent, after the flcparturc of the Marquis 1’Os-
mond, the Marquis de la Tour Mauberg, the Duke
~w«D’Cazes, Viscount Chateaubriand, and Prince
Polignac. The first was the cclebrated cavalry
officer, not more known by his powers as a com-
mander, than his galldnt ‘éxp]oits in battley pﬁrti-
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cularly at Leipsic where he lost a leg.  His manly
forih, thus maimed, was doubly interesting, by the
habtual suatvity of his manners. The sceond, was
the distinguished minister of the interior under
Louis XVIIL ; and at that time head of the French
administsation. 'T'he third, was the brilhant author
of France—and admired by the world ; who brings
at all times to his page the most cloquent and
touching reflectiong, whethér writing from the decp
shades of American forests, from classic ltaly, or
the.sacred banks of the Jordan; who gives eleva-
tion to party strife, investing with instructive and
elegant geyeralities, what in fecbler hands degene-
rates into common details or coarsg personality.
The fourth was the same who was aftarwards
president of the council and prime minister under
Charles X. Ile was fatally conspicuous in the re-
volution of .July 1830 ; but, to his personal accom-
plishmeits anl worth, all bore testunony. The
Netherlands changed hers once, sending, in place of
Baron Fagel, called to the home service, Mr. Falk;
whosc activity in the cause of lolland has been
witnessed at*dates more recent. Prussia sent Ba--
ron Werter in place of Baron XJumboldt; the latter
also called to the home service. Spain substituted
the Duke de Frias for the Duke of San Carles ; and
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afterwards sent Mr. Onis (as minister plenipotenti-
ary) in the time of the constitutional government
of the Cortes. From Portugal, Coun Villa Real
succeeded the Marquis Palmella, Mr. Olivera in-
terposing (as minister plenipotentiary) for a short
"interval, in the time of the censtitutional govern-
ment of that country.

The ministers plenipotentiary were, Count Mun-
ster from Ilanover; Mr. Bourke, from Denmark ;
Baron Stierneld, from Sweden; Baron Just, from
Saxony ; Mr. Pfeflel, from Bavarias Count Ludolf,
from Naples; Count 1’Aglic, from Sardinia. 'The
only change in this order, was from [enmark, in
the person of Count Moltke for Mr. Bourke. The
formenavas accompanicd by his countess—an acces-
sion 10 the English as 1o any court. ltaly had her
scason of constitutional governments, as Spain and
Portugal; but the Austrian troops overturned
them tgo rapidly to afford Sardinia or Naples
tin¢ to new-model their diplomacy. I'rance mareh-
cd her army across the Bidassoa more slowly, but
not more decisively.  She too sverturned constitu-

«tional government in Spain; an attack upon na-
tional independence which Britain, in her state

papers and parliamentary speeches, officially dis-
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approved without resisting ; and which the triends
of frecdom in both hemispheres joined in deplor-
mg.-

There were two ministers resident, an order
below ministers plenipotentiary—Baron Langs-
dorff' frofh Baden, and Mr. Haller from Switzer-'
land. There was a chargt d’affaires *from Wir-
temburg, Mr. Wagner, who was succeeded by
Count Mandelsloh; and one from Constantinople,
Mr. Ramadani. The latter, on official occasicns
appeared in his*robes, turban and slippers; a dress
not more in contrast with all that surrcunded him,
than the institutions of his country with those of
Christendom.  The crcdentmls of diplomatic
agents of this class, arc to the sccretary ef state
for forcign affairs, not the sovercign. . When Mr.
Canning filled this office, plenipotentiaries arrived,
and were afterwards reccived, from three of the
new states of Spanish America; Mr. Hurtado
from Colombia, General Michelena from Metico,
and Mr. Rividavia from Bucnos Ayres.

The_eml.)assics of the great powers were amply
provided with secrctaries, and had persons attach-.
cd to them in other capacitiess The entire a aggres
gate made a large body ; not, however, whcn com-
par(;d with the cmbassf(‘)s of other times, for Sully

, 13
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brought to England a retinuc of two hundred gen-
tlemen, and Bassompicrre, still carlier, speaks of an
“equipagt of four hundred persons” rc'turningnwith
him to France. The former on reaching London
was saluted with threc thousand guns from the
“tower. So, D’Estrades, ambassador to tne States
General from Louis XIV., tclls us that he was met
at Ryswick by the deputics with a train of three
score coaches. Compli;ncnts so profusc bave wise-
ly gone out of date.

But, in all aflairs, forms prevail.  Govermments
in particular never dispense with them. Having
mentioned the members of the diplomatic corps, I
will allude to some of the forms that regulated their
intercourse.  Once, the uncertainty of these led to
difficulties ; cven wars. The congress of Vienna
in 1815 extirpated them all, as far as questions of
precedence were concerned ; and these had cver
bheen found the most serious. It declared that
every question of that nature should be settled by
the rule of time. e who has been longest at a
court or government, is to be first. The relative
power of the nation he represents, is to count
nothing. This is a rule satisfactory to small
states, and it 15 to the praise of large ones,
that they established “it. ' It applics to «ll in-
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tercourse wherc competition can arise, whe-
ther of business or ceremony; and thereforc
rcgu.latcs visits. The member of the corps
last arriving, pays the first. 'The rule docs not
overleap classes, applying only to those of the
samge class. Its propricty has commanded univer-'
salassent. Under its operation, we shall hear no
more of personal rudenesscs, no disturbances of the
public dgcorum, no cuttin.g of traces that one
ambassador’s coash may whip up before another;
nome of the acts, ill-adapted to such functionaries,
of which we catch the glimmerings, sometimes the
details, in works of diplomatic literature—in Finett,
Disgcs, M(zlvillc, D’Estra.des, Wiquefort ; even in
the later pages of Scgur, much as his own g(;od
sense discountenanced them. The treaty of
Westphalia tried to put a stop to these con-
tentions by fixing the relative rank of the princi-
pal powers of lurope; but in vain, That of
Utrecht had the same aim, in introducing thestitle
of minister plenipotentiary, the contentions before
being confined to ambassadors. In vain also. It
was rescrved for the rule of Vienna, aided by,
modern manners, at last to get rid of what had sQ
often proved a hindrance to public business and
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injurious to individual concord.  Although the Uni-
ted States had no agency in making that rule, their
ministers Share its benefits. ' '

But, as far as visits are concerncd, it has turned
out, that the certainty of the rule, leads to its being
frequently disregarded. In obedicnee to t, T was
prepared to make the first visit to all the members
of the corps who had arrived before me.  But, from
several, I had the favour of calls by anticipation, as
was common in other cases. Fortunate change!
when the strife of courtesy supplants hostile
strife.

The right of precedence in treaties, is*of a differ-
ent nature. ‘Yhese solemn instruments are exe-
cuted m double original. This gives to each
nation the opportunity of being named first, and
signing first, in the treaty to be deposited in its
own archives. Such is the rule as between the
United States and foreign powers. Formerly it
was not 50 ; but in the time of President Madison,
an occasion arising ‘where the represcntative of
a monarchy questioned the pﬁﬁciple of cocquailty
in the United Statcs, on the asserted ground of
Republics being of secondary dignity, the rule
was established, and has since been adhered to.
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TamZarg/ 31. Dined at the Earl of Westmore-
land s, at his residence, Grosvenor square. Forms,
were as at Lord «Castlereagh’s. The ‘party was
small—Sir John and Lady Ann Becket, Mr. and
Mrs. Patterson of Baltimore, the Danish minister,
and somt members 8f Lord Westmorcland’s family.'
The cheerful manner of his lordship promoted
conversation. Much of it related to England.
Duelling,was spoken of. His lordship said, that
among private gentlemen in. England, it was very
rarc; that if & person from this class had been
engaged in a ducl, and applied for admission to a
club, composed of gentlgmen, there would be a
scrutiny ; and unless it appeared that he was pot
(uarrclsome, he would be in danger of rejection ;
but that, if he had been engaged in two, he believed
he would certainly be black balled. His lordship
did not condunn duclling. He only meant, that the
occasions of it in private life were so few in classes
where right maxims and the restraints of good
manners prevauled, that he whose misfortune it was
to have had two duel¥ on his hands, would find aen-
tlemen shy of him as an assoctate in such institu-
tions. It was upon this he grounded his opinion:
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Ilis lordship’s urbanity made the evening very
pleasant, and it was not until a late hour that we
got home:’
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CILAPTER VIL

INTERVIEW WITH LORD CASTLEREAGH—SLAVE QUES-
TION EINDER. THE '.I‘REATY. OF GHENT—NORTH-WEST-
LERN ROUNDARY. BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND
BRITISHH POSILSSIONS—0ST AT THE MOUTH OF CO-
LUMBIA RIVER.

February 1. 1lad an interview with Lord Cas-
tlereagh. .

lfe began about the slaves; expressing the rea-
diness he would ever feel in endeavouring to bring
to a satisfactory close all points in dispute between
the two countrics. That in this spirit he had
laid before the cabinet my proposal of the "third
of Jamuary upon this subject; and had to inform
me that it would 'be acceded to, But, as the
treaty of Ghent had led to the proposal, the as-
sent would be under the rutes which that treaty
had fixed in rclation to other points. That
to this cnd, he waog prepared to give cffect,
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substantially, to my proposal by saying, that
his government was willing that the questlon
about the“slaves should also go before commis-
sioners; and m the event of their not concurring,
that resort should be had to an umpire, as pre-
seribed by the fourth and sulisequent arficles. of
the treaty in reference to territorial claims. That
an article between the two governments, supple-
mental to the tr caty, ml;.,ht be requisite to give the
proper authority for .this procceding. That as
regarded the commissioners, his gévernment had
no objection to devolving the service upon some
of those alrcady appointed under the tresty, unless
mine should wish new appointments; that, in short,
the whdic machinery of that instrument should be
adopted in settling the conflict of opinion about
the slaves.

Finishing upon this point, he went to another.
The present he said appeared to boa favourable
time ‘for putting in train for scttlement, claims to
territory, other than those comprchended in the
treaty of Ghent. That it beibngvd to a proper
forccast, to aim, at extinguishing in a %'riendly way
steds of [uturc controversy, while the subjects
were of no great present importance, but liable
to become so in future. *That such considerations



1818.] COURT OF LONDON. 105

led him'to hope, that the government of the United
States would not be disinclined to measures having
in view the final scttlement of that patt of the
north-western boundary line contemplated in the
old treaty between the two countries of 1783 ; he
meant, the line from Yhe most north-western pointr
of the Lake of the Woods, to the Mississippi. Ac-
cordingly he had to say, that the adoption of mea-
sures for accomplishing this object, would be highly
acceptable to the British govornment. The treaty
of Ghent, he thbught, would form a guide equally
convenient for fulfilling the intentions of the par-
ties in this Ipstance also. , Should his proposal be
acquiesced in, another supplemental *article might
be added to the treaty, to give it eflect, and
new commnissioncrs be appointed; or, as before
suggested, those already appointed, perform the
duty,

Ldst&, he came to the aflair of the +post at
Columbia river. A despatch from Mr. Bagot,' he
said, had infor:ned the British governmcnt that the
United Qtatos werc “about to take possession of
that post, by sendmg out an armed ship; and he"
had to express the regret felt at this measure. It
was to have been wished, he remarked, that before
the sliip sailed, notice, had been given fo his

* 14
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majesty’s minister in Washington of her destina-
tion, Great Britain having a claim of dominion over
that terri‘tory. He proceeded-to inform me, that
Mr. Bagot had sent in a remonstrance upon the
_occasion ; to which, at the last dates, no answoer
had been reccived. Ile closed by saying, that it
was the desirc of his government to submit a pro-
posal that the questiop of title to this territory
should, as in the two other cages, go before com-
missioncrs, and be' governcd in all other re-
spects by the precedent of the treaty of Ghent;
annexing to it a third supplemental article as the
groundwork of contiugenat arbitration dbetore some
friendly sovereign.

To his proposals and rcmarks I made such re-
plies as they secmed to call for; and first as to
the post on the Columbin. Nothing, I toid him,
could exceed thc concern I felt at our act being
viewed in the light presented by him, and nothing
could have been less expected. The grounds upon
which England claimed dominion, were unknown
to me; but granting that she had a clain, was
"the lawfulness of the step taken by the United
States, to be questioned? That the post was in
their possession before the war of 1812, .was
admitted; and also, that 1 had fallen by capture
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into the hands of Britain during the war. How
then, under a treaty of peace, the first article of
which stipulited the mutual restitution of wll places
reduced by the arms of cither party, was our right
to restitution to be impeached? I mentioned the
cases of* Nootka Seund, and Falkland Islands.
In both these, Great Dritain, under cir®amstances
far less strong, had assertied the principle of which
we now claimed the benefit.

His lordship admitted our right to restitution,
and-to be the party in posscssion, when negotia-
tions for the title were going on.  But the manner
of obtaining it, he said, was to be lamented, from
its possible. tendency to .intcrrupt the harmony
subsisting between the two countries. e sigcercly
hoped it would not have that cflect, and added,
that to forestall all risk by precautions within his
power, he had addressed a note to the lords of the
admiralfy, and onc to lord Bathurst as .chargcd
with colonial affairs, desiring that prompt orders
might be issued for preventing all hostile collision,
cither at the post, or with British ships in 1ts
vicinity. H¢ took from his files copies of these
notes and rcad them to me. . .

I said that although it was scarcely to be ex-
pect'cd- that I could yet have received sfficial
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information respecting the measure, and although,
in fact, none had reached me, I was entirely con-
fident thdt it had originated, in no unfriendly
fecling. Nor wag it believed that any thing es-
sentially duc to Great Britain, had been omitted.
Tt had so happened, I remarked, that I nad some
knowledge mysclf, of the intentions of my govern-
ment at the time the measure was projected, which
enabled me with the less scruple to speak, as 1 did.
I left Washington, it was true, before the depar-
ture of the ship; but felt sure, that there could have
been no alteration in the amicable views that had
suggested her voyage to those scas; aud, above
all, I knew, that the cmployment of lorce as a.
means of reinstating ourselves under the treaty had
in nowisc been in contemnplation.

These assurances appeared to have the proper
nfluence in placing the transaction in its true lights.
The post came peaccably into our pbssessibn. and
the case was not subscquently revived as one of
complaint. ‘

As regarded the north-western boun'da ry line,
I remarked, that this subject had no place in my
ipstructions. An aticle to the effect of his pro-
posal, had once been inserted in a convention be-
tween he two governments, but expunged by that
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of the United States. The ground of objeétion
was, that the only line that could be run in the
dlrectlon proposcd. under the treaty of 1¥83, would
not, as had been ascertained since the date of the
treaty, strike the Mississippi; and to run it lower
down, Would bring*it through territory within the
limits of the United States. Great Britain was free
to rencw the proposal; a.ll that I could do, would
be to tgansmit it-to my government, and it would
be [or his Jordship to judge how far the past vejec-
tion, with the ainchanged ground of it, was discour-
aging to another attempt.

Finally; asto the slaves. I said, that I had no
authority to assent to the proposal as modified
from that of my predecessor, which I had done
nothing moye 'than renew. That much anxicty
continued to exist on this subject in the United
Statessz as miparht be inferred from the late resolution
in the Scnate, submitted by Mr. Troupy of Geor-
gia; and that the fact of cach government hhving
adhercd#p its own construction of the treaty on
this point, afforded little presage of a concurrence
in opinion b.y commissioners to be chosen by cach.
Still, I had every reason to®think that the Presi-
dent would view as friendly, the principle of the
proposal; for whilst i did hold out a prefiminary
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step of no very probable efficacy, it came &t last
to our own overture. I would gladly thercfore,
transmit it“for his consideration, assuming as I (iid,
that this subject of compensation for slaves would
be acted upon by itself, in the event of obstacles
being found to lie in the way of the two otliers.
T'o this hi$ lordship did not yield his assent. He
hoped that I presupposed an imaginary case, ab-
staining in this way from a positive refusal at first.
He afterwards, in effect, embodied one in the
remark, that as cach government had objects of
its own in view, the three propositions ought in his
opinion to be classed together, awaiting & common
assent or rejeetion. I combatted this doctrine.
The carrying off of the slaves, involved a case of
palpable imjury, and, as we also contended, of
wrong; one that brought loss to all, and ruin to
some, of the proprictors. The fundamental laws
of the union guaranteed to our southern planters
as sure a property in their slaves, as in their houses
and lands; and ax well might the two last e taken
from them as the first. The two other proposi-
" tions rested upon a.nciént, undefined, claims; not
pressing in their nature, or any of their conscquen-
ces. 'The casc of the slaves, moreover, sprung out
of the tivaty of Ghent, and was peculiarly entitled
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che. benefits of its equitable example in settling
coptrovers..ies. The other two subjects wero wholly
extrinsic. 'Whatever rights or expectations might
even justly be coupled with them by Great Britain,
it seemed proper that they should stand upon in-
dependént ground. ° It was so that I drew distinc-
tions. "

But I perceived no chapge in what were at least
his lordghip’s first impressions, that the three ques-
tions ought to be dcalt with in the same way.
The interview® was extended to much length, and
closed by his saying, that as all the proposals pro-
ceeded ffom his governyment, they would be for-
warded to Mr. Bagot for the informhation of mine,
in addition to the communication of thdin made
to me,
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CHAPTER VIIL

RECEPTION BY TIIE PRINCE REGENT. THE .LEVEE.

ROYAL FAMILY.

February 9. Received a note from Lord Cas-
tlereagh, informing me that the Prince Regent had
appointed Thursday the twelfth, for my reception,
at Carlton House, at a quarter past two, previous
to the levee.

February 12. Had my rcception. A competent
knowledge of the world may scrve to guide any
one in the common walks of lifc, wherever he may
be throwre; more especially if he cﬁrry with him
the cardinal maxim of good breeding every where,
a wish to please, and unwillingness to offend.
But if, even in pr%vatc society, there are rules not
to be known but by experience, and if these differ
in"different places, I could not feel wholly insensible
to the approach of an occasion so new to me. My
first desire was, not to fail i the public duties of
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Qy mission; the next, to pass properly through the
scenes of o.fﬁcial and personal cercmony, to which
it cxposed me. A& the head of them, was my in-
troduction to the sovereign. I desired to do all
that full respect required, but not more: yet—the
external® observancts of it—what were they'.'.
They defy exact definition beforehand, and T had
never seen them. From.the restraints too, that
prevail jn these spheres, lapses, if you fall into
them, arc little #pt to be told to you; which in-
créases your Solicitude to avoid them. I bad, in
some of my intercourse, caught the impression, that
simplicity ‘was considered, best adapted to such an
introduction ; also, that the Prince Regent was
not tilought to be fond of sct speeches. 'This was
all that I copld collect. But simplicity, all know,
is a relative idca, and often attainable, in the
right sense, only through the highest art, and on
full cxl;erience. .
Tarrived before the hour appointed. My carfiage
having theg entré, or right to the private cntrance,
T weng through St. James’s Park, and got to Carl-
ton House by the paved way, through the gardens.
Even this approach, was already filled with car-
ringes. I was set down at a side door, where
stood servants in the, Prince’s livery. éaining
. 15
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the hall, persons were scen in various coétum,gq
Among them were ycomen of the guard with hal-
berds in ‘their hands; they had velvet hats wnh
wreaths round them, and rosettes in their shoes.
From the court yard, which opencd through the
columns of a finc portico, bands of music were
heard. Carnaﬂcs, as in a stream, were approach-
ing by this access through the double gates that
separated the royal 1csulcnce from the street.
The company arriving by thig access, cntered
through the portico, and turned off to the right. 1
went to the left, through a vestibule, leading to
other rooms, into which none went but'those hav-
ing the entré. These consisted of cabinct minis-
ters, the diplomatic corps, persons in chief employ-
ment about the court, and a few others, the privi-
lege being in high estcem.  Knights of the Garter
appeared to have it, for I observed their insignium
round the knee of several. There was the lord
steward with his badgtc of office ; the lord chamber-
lain with his; gold stick, and silver stick. 'The
foreign ambassadors and minsters, wore their na-
tional costumes; the cabinet ministers, such as
we see,in old portraits, with bag and sword; the
lord chancellor and other functionarics of the law,
had blick silk gowns, with full wigs; the bishops



1818.] COURT OF LONDON. 115

#wd dignitaries of the church, had aprons of black
sile. The,walls were covered with paj.ntings. If
these were historichl, so werc the rooms. As I
looked through them, I thought of the scenes de-
scribed by Doddm'rton, of the Pclhams, the Boling:
brokes, the II]“\bOl'OuU'hS of the anecdotes and
personalitics of the English court and cabinct in
those days. The company stood couversing ;—
here yot saw an ambassador and cabinet minister
enga %d—thvrc a coupk of the lotter—in the recess
of a window, a blshop aud the lord chancellor ; and
soon. T llc Prince had not yet left his apartment.
Half an lour went by, when Sir Robert Chester,
master of ceremonies, said 1o mo: that m a few
minutes he would conduet me to the Prince. The
Spanizh amlmssador had gone in, and T was next
in twn.  When he came out, the master of cere-
monics, advanged with me to the door,

Opening it, he left me. T entered alone. The
Prince was standing, with Lord Caqtlereatrh by
him. Noe onc elsc was in the room. Hold-
mg m my hand the letter of credence, I ap-
proached, as to a private gentleman, and said,
in the common tone of conversation, that it was,
““proM THE PrrsipeaT oF Tue UNITED S};\TES,
APPOINTING ME THEIR ENVOY EXTRAORDINARY
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AND MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY AT THE COUPY
OF HIS ROYAL HIGUNESS 3 AND THAT I HAD BE®N
DIRECTED BY THE PRESIDENT TO SAY, THAT I
COULD IN NO WAY BETTER SERVE THE UNITED
STATES, OR GAIN HIS APPROBATION THAN BY USING
ALL MY ENDEAVOURS TO STRENGTHEN AND PRO-
LONG THE GOOD UNDERSTANDING THAT HAPPILY
SUBSISTED BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES.” The
Prince took the letter and handed it to Lord Cas-
tlerecagh. lle then said that he would ¢ ever BE
READY ON HIS PART TO ACT UPON TIIE SENTIMENTS
I BAD EXPRESSED: THAT I MIGHT ASSURE Tugk
PRESIDENT OF THIS, FOR THAT IIE SINCERELY DE-
SIRED TO KEEP UP AND IMPROVE THE FRIENDLY
RELATIONS SUBSISTING BETWEEN THE TWO NA-
TIONS, WHICH LIE REGARDED AS SO MUCH TO THE
AbvANTAGE oF BoTH.” I replied that I would
do so. -

The purpose of the interview seeming to be ac-
coinblishcd, L had supposed it would here end, and
was about to withdraw ; but the Prince prolonged
it. llc congratulated me on my arrival. He in-
quired for the health of Mr. Adams, and spoke of
dthers who had preceded me in the mission, going
back as far as the first Mr. Pinckney. Of bim,
and Mr. King, his inquiries were minute. He
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mede (;thers, which it gave me still more pleasure
to answer., He asked if I knew the ladies from
my country, then iA England, who had made such
favourable impressions in their society, naming
Ms. Patterson, sincc Marchioness of Wellcsley,
and:her msters, the Miss Catons of Maryland. 1
replied that I did, and responded to his gratifying
notice of these my fair countrywomen. A few
more remarks on the climate of the two countries,
closed the audience. y

It would be"out of place in me to portray the
exterior qualities of this monarch. The com-
manding uwion of them has often been a theme in
his own dominions. He was then in his fifty-
sixth year; but in fine health, and maintaining the
erect, ambitious carriage of carly life. I will
only say, that he made his audience of for-
cign ministery a pleasurable duty to them, in-
stead of a repulsive ceremony. 'The envoy extra-
ordinary and minister plenipotentiary from Sicily
and Naples, Count Ludolf, had his reception imme-
diately after, mine.

When the Prince came from his apartment,
called in the language of pa'laces his closet, into
the entré rooms, I presented to him M, John
Adains Smith, as publie secretary of the legation.
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and Mr. Ogle Tayloe, as attached to it pers'onall}.
Other special presentations took place; amongst
them, tha{ of the Prince of Tiesse Homberg, by
Lord Stewart, both distinguished in the then re-
cent battles ol the continent. The Prince Regent
moved about these rooms, until he had addressed
every body; all waiting his salutation. Doors
hitherto shut, now opered, when a new scene ap-
peared. You heheld, in a gorgcous mass, the com-
pany that had turned oft’ to the right.  The open-
ing of the doors was the signal for the commence-
ment of the general levee, I remained with others
to sec it. All passed,-onc by onc,v?)el'ore the
Prince, cach rcceiving a momentary salutation. To
a few he addressed conversation, but briefly; as it
stopped the line.  All were in rich costume.  Men
of genius and science were there; the nobility were
numerous ; so were the military.  There were from
forty to fifty generals; perhaps as many admirals,
with throngs of officers of rank inferior. T re-
marked upon the number of wounded. Who is
that, I asked, pallid, but with a countepance so ani-
mated ? « That’s General Walker,” 1 was told, “who
was pierced with bayonets, whilst leading on the as-
sault ot Badajos ;” and he, ~lose by, tall but limp-
ing? “Colonel Ponsonby ; %e was left for dend at
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H:aterloo ; the cavalry it was thought had trampled
upgn him.” 'Then came one of like port, but de-
prived of a leg, and as he moved slowl¥y onward,
the whisper went, « That’s Lord Anglesca.” A
fourth had been wounded at Seringapatam; a fifth
at Talavera; somec*had suffered in Egypt; some
in America. There were those who had received
scars on the deck with Ne.lson; others who carried
them fropn the days of THowe. One, yes one, had
fought at Saratoga. It was so that my inquiries
were answercd:  All had “done their duty;” this
was the favouritc praise bestowed.  They had
carned a ttle to come before their sovercign, and
read in his recognition their country’s approbation.
The great number of wounded was accoufited for
by recollecting, that little more than two ycars
had elapsed since the armics and fleets of Britain
had been liberated from wars of extraordinary
ficrceness and duration in al parts of the globe.
For, so it is, other nations ch.iclly fight on or hear
their own teivitory; the English cvery where.
Taking the whole line, perhaps a thousand must
have passed.. Its current flowed through the entré
rooms, got onward to the vestibule, and was finally
dispersed in the great.hall, where it stood in ght-
tering groups and fragments. Those whé ™ com-
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posed them, found themselves there, by a course
reverse to that of their entrance, and went away
through the grand portico, as their carriages were
successively called up by the servants of the palace.

The whole cercmony lasted until past five.
"When it was over, I called tupon each member of
the royal fdmily; a mark of respect omitted by no
foreign minister after being received by the sove-
reign. 'The call is made by inscribing ypur name
in books kept at their several residences. The
royal family were—of the male ‘branches,—the
Duke of York, the Duke of Clarence, (now Wil-
liam 1V.), the Duke of Kent, the Duke_of Cumber-
land, the Duke of Sussex, the Duke of Cambridge,
and the Duke of Gloucester. Of the female branch-
es—the Duchess of Gloucester, the Princess Au-
gusta, the Princess Elizabeth, the Princess Sophia,
and Princess Sophia Matilda. Prince Leopold
(present-king of Belgium,) husband of the late Prin-
cess Charlotte, shar(;d the same attentions; as did
the Duchesses of York and Cumberland. How far
it may be nccessary for a distant Republic, whose
genius 1s entirely different,from the ancient govern-
ments of Europe, to ‘exchaﬁge with the latter, diplo-
matic represcntatives of the higher class, may be
a quesiion; but it can be npne whether, when once
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gent, they_shall offer all the appropriate marks of
respect. which the upgges of the world accord to
8 yerelgns, and these in immediate conffexion with
thenp . To, withhold or stint them, would be in
copﬂlct with. the purposes of the diplomatic office.
It was M, this. fecling that, during my residence, 1
thoughtf it proper never to be absent Yrom a levee,
or,, pretcrmlt in .mymse attentions to the royal
falmly paid by other foremn ministers ; and I will
take occasion to add, that I did not find an insen-
sibility to the just motives of such a coursc.

;It will be in unison with my narrative to insert
a copy ofethe letter of credence I dclivered to the
Prince Re{.;cnt It foﬂo;vcd the catablished for-
mulary, when the United States send mmrstcrs to
foreign courts. An cminent individual in Entr]and
once asked me what the form was, from republics
to.ni(_)}}archieg. The answer is easy. The head;gi«
of a republic; howeve; appointed or chosen, re-
presents,,for the fime bel 2 its collective power
and dggmty To forcmn ations, he is the visible
image  of ;;q &Qverelgnty, and speaks to monarchs
clothe;d wit gg‘ at}n gs., -The letter will afford
at_the smne time g, 8 nné:n of the peculiar styj
adopted by n&tlons w};xen peaking to_each oth
thrpugh the personahtles gentring in their exeutive

16
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heads. It is in these words: “James MonroE,
“ PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AmEeRica,
“10 mis RbvaL Hicuness THE PnlNCE REGENT OF
“rns Unirep Kinepon oF GREAT BrrTalN AND
“IreLanp: Grear anp Gooo Frieno: I have made
& choice of Richard Rush, to reside near yo.r Royal
“ Highness in quality of envoy extraordinary and
“minister plenipotentiary of the United States of
“ America. He is well informed of the relative in-
“terests ‘of the two countries, and of our sincere
“desire to cultivate and strengthen, the friendship
“and good correspondence between us ; and from a
“ knowledge of his fidelity, probity, and, good con-
“duct, I have entire confidence that he will render
“ himself acceptuble to your Royal Highness by his
“constant endeavours to preserve and advance the
“interests and happiness of both nations. I there-
“fore request your Royal Highness to receive him
“ fuvourably, and to give full credence to whatever
“he shall say on the part of the United Stases, and
“ most of all when he shall assure you of their friend-
“ship and wzskgs Jor your prosperity ; “qmd I pray
“God to have your Royal Highnessin' his safe and
“holy keeping. Written atthe city of Washington
“Yhe thirty, first day qf “October, Anno Domini one
“ thousoud eight Fundred and seventeen. By vour
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.

dgoop rmmND, Jamms Monror. John Quincy
“ Adams, Sccretary q” State.”

The letter of credcnce from the King or Prince
Regent, of England, on sending a minister pleni-
potentiary to the United States, is the same mu-
tatis mBlandis, in #s formal commencement and
conclusmn, and, substantlally the sime through-
out.

My reception .having established me in full.
official standing avith the British court, I feft cards
at the houses of the cabinet ministers and
diplomatic corps. The former have precedence
over the latter, (though in England they often wave
it,) because sharing the confidence and administer-
ing the powers of the sovereign, theyobec;)me
identified, so far, with his dignity. I visited also
the lord high steward, lord Chamberlain, the
master of the horse, 'and a few others, personally
attached to the royaﬂ household. The oply one of
the cabinet upon whom I had called plevmusly,
was lord C?stlereagh Cabinet ministers in Eng-‘
land are exempt, owmg to their constant engage-
ments, front‘retu v1s1ts to foreign ministers,
as to all others,—a rule of oBvious good sense and
propriety ; ncvertheless, the cdurtesy, of lord C?
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tlercagh had spontaneously rcturned mine, ‘which
I took as a mark of respect to my country.

It waseso that I aimed at going through the
obhgatlons of ceremony, as I found them cstab-
lished at this court. I may have dwelled on them
the longcr because they were encw 10 me #but not
too long. I°do not discuss their importance, ‘but
give them as facts. The philosopher may rail at
them; but, in his philosophy, he muy discover, if
candid, ‘matter for raillery too. .In the machinery
of political as social life, the smallest parts arc
often those that give impulse to the greatest inove-
ments. If we visit a strange couutry, scan its
gencral population, cater its farm houses, its cot-
tag}zs, its work shops, we are permitted to speak
of appcarances and habits that on all sides arrest
the eye, and challenge observation. May we not,
with a guarded freedom, do the same of the high
places of the world? In the modes of life prevail-
ing in cach, we behold the component parts of the
grand whole. If the %rings of power issuc from
the former, it is in the latier, under monarchies,
that its agents dwell; and perhaps if the real feel-
ings that exist in each could be better known to
tl&: other, :jealousies might be softened, more
freiuestly than increased.
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. 1t may be thought that the forms I detail, are
the growth only of monarchical soils. Their roots
lie deeper. If nong but rcpublics existed, .other
forms would arise, differing in circumstance, but
uot in essence. In the genius of the latter gov-
cromentd, there is a sternness, as they grow power~
fidl, pccuharly opposcd to giving up clhims to out-
ward reverence. The Roman scnate took more
offence at Cresar’s, refusal to risc on an occasion
when they intended to do him honour, than at
his passing thc Rubicon or seizing upon the
tecasury.  The title of majesty is modern, as ap-
phed to kings. The l\omans used it with peculiar
tmdness, says Dryden, i in reference, to the people
-—Masnsras roruLs Romant.  The first treaty that
Cromwell entered into with the United Provinces,
had a sti pula;ion that their ships should strike their
flags in British scas, to the  RepusLic,” of England.
We hatc seen’in our own day, with how prompt
. sensibility President Madison, whose life Jhas
been a model of dignity as of public and private
virtue, stood upon the point of form, when treaties
were to be Bigned; nor was he less scrupulous,
when complimentary salutes were to be exchanged
with the vesscls or batteries of foreign powers.
is not probable that Premdent Jackson would yiéld



126 RESIDENCE AT THE [1818.

any thing upon this, or any other established form
in international intercourse. If the individual of just
pride is ke who respects himse)f whilst he respects
othe¥s, nations will ever be still more quick to the
same feeling, and all its external manifestations.
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CHAPTER IX:

ATTEMPT UPON THE LIFE OF TIIE DUKE OF WELLINGTON.
OLD CUSTOMS ABOUT THE ¢COURT. DINNER AT THE
DANISH MINISTER’S: MOOSE, DUDLEY AND FRRDERICK
IS.LANDS. PRIV.ATi} AUDIENCE'OF THE QUEEN. THE
DRAWING ROOM. DINNER AT LORD CASTLEREAGH’S.

February 16. Tue late"attempt upon the life of
the Duke of Wellington, in Paris, is a t0pic.' " He
went therc on business relating, as is believed, to
the evacuation of Frﬁqce by the army of occupa-
tion, of which the English forms a part. Return-
ing to his Lotel® at midnight, a pistol was fired at
his carriage. One of his aids was with him. No-
body was hurt. The report collected people, and
some gendarmerie went in pursuit.- The Duke made
his coachmant stop, got out, and looked around.
Such is the account I hear. - L learn that it ‘was
transmitted by a special messenger from th
Fredch king, to his dmbassador at this cowt.
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The ambassador repaired to Carlton House, fo
cxpless to the Prince Regent the concern fclt by
“his gayereign, with assurances that all means
would be used to discover. the offender and bring
him to proper punishment. The ambassador after-
wards went to Apslcy house, the residerice of the
Duke. of Wellington, to express to his family ap-
propriatc sentiments on the occasion.

February 20. Since my reccption, I have had
calls from servants of official persons for « favours.”
I learned the signification of this term at Ports-
mouth. They had no warrant from their masters,
but gamec according to ancient custom. There
have also becn to me, fraternities more nearly
allicd to the Portsmouth Bell Ringers; as the
« Palace drums and fifes,” the “ Royul waits and
music,” and, a third, the derivation of which I could
not understand, and which no external symbols
that T saw denoted—the-, « King’s marrow-bones
and cleavers.” Each presented me with a congra-
tulatory address. Eachhud a “book to show.” All
had somcthing to do with out-door ‘arrangements
at levees. Contributions from such sources upon
the -diplomatic stranger, awakened, at first, my
surptice, but I afterwards heard what perhaps may
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\crve as explanatory, or at all cvents, is fit to be men-
tioned. Ambassadors on leaving England, always
rec.cive from the Bsitish government a pf&seg,t of a
thousand pounds; ministers plenipotentiary, of
five hundred. If then on thecir first arrival, and
from tifie to timee afterwards, applications are
made to them for “  favours” by those in menial and
such-like situations about thc court or government,
the latter, it must be owncd pays back agaln, and
with no stinted hand. I do not hint that it does
so 1 the light ef an indemnity, but the customs go
well together ! 'True, the minister plenipotentiary
of the Umtcd States, never takes the five hundred
pounds offer(‘(l to him, the constitutien of his:coun-
try forbidding it. But this is a point which*it may
he presumed he docs not stop to cxpound to the
servants of the foreign sccretary, or the “ Royal
waits and music.” 1t would doubtless be to them a
novel plea in®bar, for not putting his hand in his
pocket! Whenever he pays for music, he must
consider himself as having “an equivalent in its
“ silver. sounds ;7 as in the case of the Portsmouth
bells, in their’animating peals !

If T had calls like these, I #m bound to mention
others of a different descrlptlon. A great number r/f
persons of the court and othier circles, paid rrm‘wsnﬂ

17
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Their names I nced not recount. Of the list, wers
those whose acquaintance any onc might regard as
a source‘of gratification. In ane, the fecling was
heightened, as it marked the estimation in which my
country was held. Intercourse to which the door
“thus opened in my favour, waseafterwards extended,
leading to hospitalitics that can neither pass from

the memory, nor grow cold upon the heart.

February 23, At a dinner at-the Danish minis-
ter’s, we had nalf a dozen gentlemen ; among them,
Sir  Humphry Davy. There were also ladics,
One of the Jatter spoke of Franklin ; he was a cap-
tivating writor—so much nature—so much genius;
Mr. Jefferson had said that to sec the junction of
two of our rivers where one breaks through a
mountain, was worth crossing the Atlantic; but
she would think the voyage better undertaken to
sec Frauklin’s old chino bowl and silver spoon his
wife bought for him; she hoped both were kept;
it would be sacrileéc to let them perish. I was
charmed at her manner of saying all this. Sir
Humphry took his sharc in the conversation. At
the first words of this great chemist and philoso-

her, I was all attention; but he talked of neither
chcui‘is{ry nor philosophy. 1lc agreed to what was
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“aid of Franklin. He spoke of the expedition pre-
p'u‘mg for the north pole; it was fitted up he said
with cvery thing but a philosopher; whether the
sailors would have no such non-descript on board,
or none would consent to go, he could not_say ;
the pcc{m was a noble dominion for nationjut a

bad place for landsmen; worst of all for philoso-

phers. He spoke of the case about wager of bat-
tle, pending in the King’s Bench ; the very argument
was so like a legal burlesque, that he thought the
partics had better be allowed to tight it out at once,

“the fancy” forming a ring, while parliament and

the judgeselooked on. His clocution was remark-

ably prompt and smooth. In society he seems as
pleasing, as in the lecture room he is ppofound

Tle told me that the widow of Garrick was alive,

at an advanced age, and lived not far from the

house I had taken. Mr. Bourke, our kind host,
had been much among the courts of Eurppe.  In-
clination and opportunity had improved his,taste
in the arts. In the (]rawin,t;r rooms after dinner,
pictures were talked of, his walls showing some
fine oncs. lle said, that in Jistinguishing the va-
rious productions of the different masters, of all the
schools, there was no more difficulty, where the eye

had been practised a.gnong large collections, than
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in distinguishing the faces and hand-writing of your
living acquaintances.

February 24. Inform Lord Castlereagh, by note,
that ] had reccived a despatch from my govern-
men®™ommunicating to me the information, that
the commissioners of the two governments under
the fourth article of the treaty of Ghent, had made
their final report at New York on the twenty-fourth
of November; by which it had been adjudged,
that, in conformity ‘with the true intent of the
second article of the treaty of 1783, between the
two countries, Moose Island, Dudlev Tsland, and
Frederick Islind, in the bay of Passamaquoddy,
belong-to the United States; and that all the other
Islands in that bay fell under the dominion of Great
Britain. I added, that it did not appear that any
authority had been vested in the British minister
at 'Washington, in the governor general of Canada,
or ony other officer of his Brittannic Majesty in
America, to give eflect to this decision; and re-
quested, on behalf of the United States, that the
proper authority to that end might be transmitted.
This was soon afterwards done, and that transac-
lion closed.



1818.] COURT OF LONDON. 133

\ February 25. Ilaving brought from my govern-
ment, a letter of credence to the queen, I was this
da} prescnted to hgr. It was called a pyivate pre-
sentation, and took place at Buckingham palace.
An cxchange of notes with the master of ceremo-
nies, hatl made mee acquainted with the previous
arra.mgements. Lord Castlercagh had*also apprized
me of them in a private note.

I got to the palace before the hour fixed, having
been given to umderstand that her majésty was
extremely punetual. Servants were at the door,
and in the hall. Ascending an ample staircasc,
the master of ccremonies recceived me in one of
the rooms of a suite, all open, but no one else in
them. Precisely when five o’clock came,she c.on-
ducted me to the audience room, which I entered
alonc.

Immediately before me was the Queen.  On her
right Wwas on€ of the princesses, her daughter; on
her left another. Near them, were two ladics in
waiting, the Countess of Mac.closﬁc}d, and Countess
of Illc'hes;:cr. All were in full court dresses, and
all standing? In another part of the room were
her majesty’s chamberlain, and the Duke of Mont-
rose. These made up the assemblage. All Whs
sxlence. Approachmg the queen, T said:--* [av-
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ing heen accredited by his royal highness, the/”
Prince Regent, as envoy extraordinary and minis-
ter pleriipbtentiary from the United States, 1 have
now the honour to present this letter to your ma-
jesty. In cexcecuting the dutics of my mission, I
have it in charge [rom the PBresident so*to hear
myself, as to'give hope of gaining your majesty’s
csteem; and this I beg to assurc your majesty
will be my constant ambition.” .She received the
letter. As she took it she said, that the senti-

ments I expressed were very obliging

, and entered
into conversation. Learning that T was from
Philadelphia, she asked questions about it, and
others respecting the United States; all put in a
very kitd spirit.  The interview lasted about fif-
teen minutes. ,

The Queen was then seventy-six.  Tler hirth
day was on the day following. As T entered the
room, and during the whole intcrvi.ew, there was
a benignity in her manner, which, in union with her
age and rank, was both attractive and touching.
The tones of her voice had a gentleness, the result
in part of years; but full as much of a desire to
place a stranger at‘case. The scenc as it first
b@f upon me, its novelty, i.ts tranquil, yet impres-

sive statcliness, became, glmost immediately, by
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\icr manner, onc of naturalness and case. My
immediate predecessor, Mr. Adams, when present-
ed to her} made an allusion to qualitses in her
character, which, as I came to learn through a
good source, was advantageously remembered at
the English court, Lywill here repeat.  1is mission
couxlmcnced in 1815, directly after the-war between
the two countries. IHe said, that the political re-
latious between them, had been subject to the ver-
satility {hat attengled all human affairs ; that disscen-
siens had arisen, which however had been removed :
and, he ardently hoped, permanently removed ; but
that the scverence commanded by her majesty’s
private virtues, had bcen subject to no such
change ; it had been invariably felt by his.govern-
ment, and e could utter no wish more propitious
to the happ.incss of both countrics, than that the
futnre harmony between them might be equally
unaltetable. *Lhe allusion was happy, because it
was just. Throughout a long lifc she had been
uniformly distinguished by hier private virtues, and
her efforts to imprint them upon the times. I saw
her s.inking' below the horizon; but the serenity
that I saw, betokened, thateas the splendours of
her day were setting, she had a consciousness that
it was not for thosc alone she had lived. .
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February 27. Yesterday her majesty held a draw-
ing room. It was in celebration of her birth day.
My wifewas presented to her, by Lady Castle-
reagh. Besides being a birth day celebration, it
was the first drawing room of the season, and the
first since the death of ther princess Gharlotte.
The weather was fine, with a brilliant sun. A
permit had been sent from the board of green cloth
for my carriage to pass into St. James’s Park
through the gate on Constituticn hill.

Going through Hyde Park, T found the whole
way from Tyburn to Piccadilly, (about a mile,)
filled with private carriages, standing wstill.  Per-
sons were in them who had adopted this mode of
seéing «those who went to court. Tenfold the
number went by other approaches, and every ap-
proach, I was told, was thronged with double rows of
cquipages, also filled with spectators. T was to be
set down with the rest of the diplomatic corps, and
othews who had the entré, at a door assigned,
within the court yard of the palace. Arrived in
its vicinity, my carriage was stopped by those
beforc it. Here we saw, through the trees and
avenues of the park, other carriages coming up,
in two regular lines from the Horse Guards and St.

James's. Another line, that had already been up,
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was twining slowly off, towards the bird cage walk.

Forcigners agreed, that the united capitals of
Furope could not match the sight. Theglitter of
the carriages, was heightened by the appcarance

of the numerous servants in glowing livery, there

being gerferally two and often three footmen behind
each carriage. The horses werc all in” the highest

condition, and, under heavy emblazoncd har-

ness, secmed, like war horses, to move proudly.

Trumpets were sounding, and the Park and "Tower

guns firing. There were ranks of cavalry in scar-

let, with their bright helmets and jet black horses ;

the same we were informed, men and horses, that

had been at the battle of Waterloa. Their ap-

pcarance was in a high degrce martial and

splendid. The hands of the men grasped their

swords in gloves of white buckskin, the cuffs

stiffened aud reaching half way up to the clbow—

a promihent part of the cquipments that made up

the exact uniformity and military beauty of, the

whole array. )

We were soon set down, and cntered the great
hall. What % contrast! The day before, I had
gone up the same staircase alone. Now what did
I'sce? We were not out of time, for, by appoint-
ment, my carriage reac'i.led-the palace with Lord

v 18 .
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Castlereagh’s ; but whilst hundreds were still arrr -
ing, hundreds were endcavouring to come away.
The stiircase branched off at the first landing,
into two arms, and was wide enough to admit a
partition, which had been let in. The company
ascending, took onc channel; those descending,
the other, and both channels were full.  The whole
group stood motionless. The openings through
the old carved balusters, brought all under view at
once, and the paintings on the walls were all scen
at the same time. 'The hoop dresses of the ladies,
sparkling with lama ; their plumes; their lappets;
the fanciful attitudes which the hoops-occasioned,
some getting. out of position, as when in Addison’s
ti'me‘thoy were adjusted to shoot a door ; the various
costumes of the gentlemen, as they stood pinion-
ing their elbows, and holding in their swords; the
common hilarity created by the common dileima ;
the bland recognitions passing between those above
and below, made up, altogether, an cxhibition so
picturesque, that a painter might give it, as illus-
trative, so far, of the English court at that cra.
Without pausing to describe the incidents during
our progress upwards, it may be sufficient to say,
that the party to which I was attached, and of
which lady Castlereagh; towering in her bloom, was
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che lc:idcr, rcached the summit of the staircase in
abgut threc quarters of an hour.

Four rooms wert allotted to the ccremony In
the second, was the quecn. She sat on a velvet
chair and cushion, a little raised up. Near her
werg the princessed, and ladies in waiting. The
general company as they reached the corridor by
onc arm of the staircase, passcd on to the queen.
Bowing ,to her, they regained it, after passing
through all the rooms, by an outlet that led to the
other arm; which they descended. When 1y
wifc was presented, her majesty addressed some
conversatidn to her, as a stranger. This she could
not do to all, time not permitting.« The Prince
Regent was there and royal family ; cabinet minis-
ters and their ladies; foreign ambassadors and
ministers with theirs.  These, having the entré,
remained if they chose, in the room with the
queen. ~ A numcrous portion of the nobility were
present, their wives and dayghters; with others
distinguished 1 life, though bearing ncither title
nor station. Conversation you got as you could
in so great and rich a throng.

If the scene in the hall was’picturesque, the one
up s stalrs transcended 1t all ways. The doors of
the rooms were all open You saw in them a
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thousand ladies richly dressed. All the colours of
naturc were mingling their rays, under the fairy
designs dFart. Tt was the first occasion of laying
by mourning for the Princess Charlotte ; so that it
was like the bursting out of Spring. No lady was
‘without her plume, The whole was a waving field
of feathers. - Some were blue, like the sky; some
tinged with red ; here you saw violet, and yellow ;
there shades of green; but the most were of pure
white, like tufts of snow. The diamonds encir-
cling them caught the sun through the windows,
and threw dazzling beams around. Then, the
hoops; these 1 cannot describe; they' should be
scen. To sce onc is nothing ; but to sce a thou-
sand, and their thousand wearers, on such a day!
I afterwards sat in the ambassador’s box in West-
minister hall at a coronation. That sight faded
before this. JEach lady secmed to risc out of a
gilded little barricade, or onc of silvery texture.
This, topped by her plume, and the “face divine”
interposing, gave to the whole an cffect so unique,
so fraught with feminine grace and grandeur, that
it secmed as if a curtain had risen’ to show a
pageant in another sphere. It was brilliant and
joyous. Thosc to whom it was not new, stood at
gaze,as [ did; Cannirig for onc. His finc cye
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took it all in. You saw admiration in the gravest
statesmen—aLord Liverpool, Hukl\mon, the lord
chanco]lor—cvcly *hody. I had alreddy scen in
England signs enough of opulence and power—
now T q'uv, radiating on all sides, Dritish buulty
My .own ! countr v, I Believed, was destmod to a |ust
measure of the two first; and 1 had the inward
assurance that my countrywomen were the inheri-
tresces Qf the last.  Matre pulchra filia pudchrior.
So appeared to me the drawiig room oi' Queen
Charlotte. *

The ceremonies of the day being ended, as far
as myself nd suite werg concerned, we sought
the corridor to come away. In good time wec
reached the head of the descending channell Will
it be believed! both channels were as full as ever
of hoops and plunics. There was somcthing in
the .spvcl.lcl(, from this position that presented a
new image. l’oql’rwcly, it came over the cye like
beautiful architecture; the hoops the base, the
plume the pimnacle!  The parts of this dress may
have been incongruous ; but the whole was har-
mony. | ike old English buildings, and Shakes-
peare, it carried the feelings with it, triumphing
over criticism. We got down stairs in about the
same time it took to get up. As we waited' in the
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hall for our carriage, military bands were playing
in the court yard, some mounted, some on foot;
amidst the strains of which we drove off.

In the evening I dined at Lord Castlercagh’s.
It was a dinner in honour of the birth-day. 'The
.forcign ambassadors and ministers, and s¢veral of
the English ambassadors at Kuropean courts, at
home on leave, were at it, all in oflicial costume.
Among the topics, was the beautiful scene of the
morning. All gave their voice to its attractive-
ness. I will say no more of the dinner. Lord
Castlereagh, anxious for the pleasure of his guests,
diffused his attentions in ways to promoic it. We
sat down at cight, and rosc at ten. By cleven, the

compafiy dispersed.
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CHAPTER X.

EMIGRATION. LITERARY INSTITUTIONS. CLUBS. BOOk-
SELLER.S' SHOPS. ST. JAME.S’S PALACE—PARTY AT THE
DUCHESS OF CUMBERLAND'S—AT TIIE RUSSIAN AM-
BASSADOR'S—AT THE MARCUIONESS OF STAFIORD'S—
AT LORD MELVILLE'S. THE DUKE OF SUSSEX. THE

CANADAS.e DINNER AT TIIE MANSION IIOUSE.
b4 [

Murch 1. 1 reccived many letters from ,pers;)ns
on emigrating to the United States. The writers
seck inl'orm:ition and advice, neither of which 1
afford. 'The bad subjects of Britain we do not
want ; the godd, it is no part of my province to be
strumental in drawing away. If, however, the
majority of the applicants be what they profess to
be, th(fy would provc an acquisition to any new
country; where, land being abundant and labour
decar, men are the best of all imports. One, a
farmer, represents himself to have six thousand
pounds ; two of the same class say, that they cach
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would carry over about half as much. I learn
that another of the applicants, a manufacturer, is
reputed té be worth thirty thousand pourds. The
naturalization laws of the United States, give less
encouragement to emigrants than is generally sup-
posed ; less than some of their citizens think wise.
For onc, I regard them as unwise. They do not
confer citizenship upon terms as favourable as
Russia and Tlolland have formerly done, and arc
belicved to do still ; as England did formerly, for
she cven offered bounties to certain, classes of for-
eigners on coming to her shores; and as France
has done at periods when even her population in
proportion to her soil, was ten-fold greater than
that of. the United States at present. The latter
require a full residence of five years, with regula-
tions that put further clogs upon the privilege. If
every clog were removed, it would stand, in my
opinion, as the wisest law in our coae for ages yet
to.come.

I should (il many pages were I to detail appli-
cations of auother description ; I mean from au-
thors of new projects. One has an inproved plan for
making rockets; ancther thinks he has discovered
a mode of building ships that will make all sail
alike; a third has a model of a gun-carriage, by
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which a sixty-four pounder can be worked as
easily as a swivel; a fourth, a fire machine to
expfode under watgr, with more destruction to
every thing above than Fulton’s torpedo. The
projcctors all desire patronage from the govern-
ment of the United Sfates, and will go over, on °
propc'r cncouragement from me. 1t will be infer-
red that if I leave farmers and manufacturers to
-think and act for themselvch, I abstain from all in-
terference in the cages of these ingenious perscas.
In truth, we want them less. Most of their inven-
tions are for destroying life; as if meaus enough
were not knpwn already.
Mareh 2. Visited the Royal Institution in,Albeé-
marle strect. Its objects are scientific and litera-
ry. A lecture room, with apparatus, is annexed,
where Sir Humphry Davy, and professors Brande
and Miltgan dehiver lectures. It has a large libra-
vy, and is furnished with the current periodical
publications. 1 speak of it mérely as one, though
of much repute, among numerous similar cstablish-
ments in London for rendering the acquisition of
knowledge easy. Another was.mentioned to me—
the London Institution in Moorfields—founded
a few years ago at an é.xpense of upwards of, fifty
19
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thousand guineas obtained by subscription among
private individuals in that range of the city. 'The
clubs also have librarics, and tables for the periodi-
cal works. Tt is so at the Alfred, near the Royal
Institution. The club houses appear to be among
the largest in town, judging from thesc in St.
James’s strect.  Let me here relate what Ihearda
member of one of them—White’s—the great tory
club in this street, say. Somebody spoke of the
lights kept burning there all night; yes, said he,
“they have not been out, I should think, since the
reign of Charles II” 'The Tondon clubs of the
higher order, attest the diversified socjcty, as well
as the wealth and greatness, of this metropolis.
They are not associations for merc conviviality,
but for intercourse upon a far broader scale, politi-
cal, literary, scientific, dramatic, and objects more
various. At a subsequent day I visited several,
and had the freedom of some bestowed tpon me.
I was honoured with that of the United Service
club, the Alfred, and the Traveller’s. The first, for
extent and completeness, I iuay almost add splen-
dour, surpassed any that came under my observa-
tion, though all werg more or less striking. None
of its members are below the rank of field officers
in the army, or captains ‘in the navy. Through
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the good offices of Sir Humphry Davy, I had the
privilege of resorting to the library and reading
vooms of the Royal Institution ; and my grtitude is
duc for the facilities accorded to me at all times
for.reading and consulting books there, and attend-
ing the 1dctures. . ’
T have buen to soveral of the great hooksellers’
shops; that of Payne and Fosse, in Pall Mall,
whose collection is said 10 be very choice; some
in Paternoster Raw, and Lackington’s, corner of
Finsbury square. A bird’s eye view of them,
shows the grcat amount of capital employed in
this brancle of busincss, the more imposing as it
proclaims intellectual as well as manied capital.
The mere external arrangement at Lackingtm;’s
secmed the best, and I should have inferred, but
perhups erroneously, as T did not see the whole
extent of some in Paternoster Row, that their col-
lection Was lar8est.  One of the firm told me, that
the nunber of volumes in two descriptions of bgoks,
Qhakcqpoare aad the periodical writers, amountcd
as near!y as he could say, to about one hundred
thousand. 1 %hould have conjectured that the en-
tirc collection could scarcely have fallen short of a
million of volumes. Opening cursorily some of the
cata'logues, Lackington’.s appeared to contain the
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greatest number of works on America ; especially
on the carly colonial history of the United States.
The catafogucs are made out vith greatcare, giv-
ing the prices, and formed well sized octavo
volumes. Lackington’s ran on to a thousand
pages. At the latter establishment, anotfier thing
was mentioned that struck me as remarkable, viz.
that the expense of advertising a new work in Lon-
don, often amounted to two hundred pounds ster-
ling, and could écarcely be done under onc hun-
dred. The works of suchi writers as Scott, Byron,
Moore, and others of established name in litcra-
ture or sciencé, formed, indced, exceptiozns; but the
above was applicable to new publicatioﬂs generally.

Of books, we cxpect catalogues. But it is much
the habit of all English shopkeepers to have print-
ed lists of their articles. Stepping iMto a hard-
ware shop, the proprietor handed me a stout
pamphlet which presented his whole' assortthent in
print, with the prices annexed to each item, no mat-
ter how minute. Haberdashers send out their in-
ventorics in print, and the deulers in a thousand
other things, theirs; their packets’ come to my
house in I know not what quantity—through the
two-penny post or errand boys—to the advan-
tage of the paper maker, job printer, and other
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handicrafts in the system of subdivision in a great
m(ztropoh.s.. L . .

March 4. Went the evening before last, to a party
at, the Duchess of Cumberland’s, St. James’s palace.

This & among the oldest buildings in London.
It presents on the street, a fortresstlike aspect.
To what order it belongs, would be hard to say,
the whole being an irreg.ular pile. But the very
confusion in its plan, with its antiquity, and"the en-
tinels pacing day and night about its purlieus, mi-
nister to the fancy, making amends for its want of
good architecture. So says one, who, unaccus-
tomed to the sight of edifices that gq far back into
time, {inds this the ingredient which seizes m:)st
upon his first feelings. I remembered this palace,
historically, as the one from the windows of which
George I11. showed himself to the people when re-
joicing® were oing on for the capture of Quebec,
and its gardens are the same on the trees of which
Charles IL hung, as we arc fold, the cages of his
singing birds,

We drove'under a gatehouse leading to a paved
court yard. Iecre we were set down at the en-
trance to the Duke of Cumberland’s apartments.
Directed by servants who lined the way, we passed
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up to the rooms of entertainment. The company
was not very large.. In a rich arm chair at the
opening of a wide door-way between two of the
rooms, sat the Prince Regent; on one side of him
the Duchess of Cumberland, on the other the Max-
chioness of Ilereford. The rest of the company
stood. When we entered, all were listcning to
music. Members of the royal family, cabinet minis-
ters, the foreign ambassadors, with their respective
ladics, and others formed the groups. I observed
among them: the lord chancellor, Sit William Scott,
and Mr. Canning. On a pause in the music, there
was conversation. The Duchess of Camberland
spoke kindly of my cou;ltry, and individuals be-
longing*to it; particularly Mr. and Mrs. Adams,
whom she had known at the court of Berlin. She
is sister to the late queen of Prussia. The Duke
talked to me of the United" States, embracing
in his ingquiries, language; with a desire to learn
how fex, i at zﬂl, we fell into changes in idiom or
pronunciation from the parent stock.

I had introductions to several pcrsons: Whilst
in conversation with the Earl of ITardwicke, a gen-
tleman stood within u few paces of us. 1 did not
know him. On separating from Lord Hardwicke,
he advanced towards me, s'aying, “ I'm going to
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bring ‘a bill into parliament making it indictable ir
any stranger, whether ambassador Jfrom a republic,
/czngdom, or popedam, ever to leave his catd, in Lon-
don, without his address wpon it ; how do you do,
Mr. Rush, how do you do; I've been trying lo find
you every where—Iw Lord Erskine.” In this man-
ner commenced my acquaintance with this gifted
man. There was no onme in England of whose
fame 1 had oftener heard, or whom I more desired
to know. e cqntinued—<I had a letter for you
JSrom my brother the Earl of Buchan, but you made
me carry it so long in my pocket, that I lostit ; it had
no sccrets; it was only to coﬁwatulate you on your
arrival ; he was long a corre.spmdent. and fnend of
your fallmr s, and wants to transfer his féolm«rs to
you, thal’s all ; ; so you can wrile to im as if you had
reccived it.” T assured him of my gratification at
making his acquaintance, and made due apologies
for theromissidn on my card. He inquired for Presi-
dent Monroce, Mr. Pinkuey, and others ; sai(l}‘\e had
always loved the United Stafes, and hoped to visit
them yet,as he was an old sailor, and cared noth-
ing for stornfs. Such was his sprightly strain. Ile
must have been seventy or mear it; but, as Sir
Francis Burdett said of him, illustrated the fable
of youth pecping throu'gh the mask of age. Jt was
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a treat to scc so much genius with so much play-
fulness; such a social flow ffom one whose power-
ful eloquence had been felt by the Engiich nation,
and helped to change, on some fundamental points,
the Enghsh law. e sauntered about w1th me, and
looked at the paintings. There was a ful length
likeness of Greorge II., another of George IIL, and
one of Mary of Scots; a “royal’ ]ade” he feared
“but very pretty.” We ended in a room, at the
extremity of the suite, :where was a table set out
with golden urns for tea, and other light refresh-
ments; to which those went who were inclined.
At one o’clock we came away. The.muslc was
by professmnal perfonners.. Not only are the first
musical talents of England éngaged for private en-
tertainments at houses of distinction, but the best
from Italy, Francc, and other parts of the conti-
nent; the Fodors, the Pastas, the Ambrogettis, the
Catalanis, who ';nay always be seen in Londvn.

March 10. Dined at the Russian ambassador’s.
This distinguished diplomatist is undérstqod to
enjoy in a high degree .the good will' of his sove-
reign, and, by all 'other titles, is prominent in offi-
cial and court circles. To the social assemblages
of each, the Princess Liéveﬁ, his lady, brings dig-
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nity, mtelhgence and. gra;ce From this embassy,
W expene.nced at all times the kmdness In unison
withi the® good relations submstmg befween the
United States and Rusgia: 'The guests consxsted
of the’ dxplomatlc ‘corps; tifeir wives, and some other
foreagners General conversation was kept up at
table, and revwed in smaller circles in the drawing
rooms a&erwards. .

I had gome with the minister plempotentlary from
Naples. e directed lt to the affairs 'of the United
States. Of their commerée and marme ‘he had
been’ observant, pa‘lthcularly in the Med1terranenn ,
With the ‘Mpterests of the_ countnes on thls sea, he
seemed familiar. He "had been mter at Can-
stantinople; his father had been in the same post
before him, gnd now it ‘was filled by his son. He
asked if my government did not contemplate open-
ing dlplomatlc intercourse With the "Porte, which
led us o talk ‘of the commerce of the Black sea.
He doubted if we could denve beneﬁt fromnt, un-
less as ca.rners, should we even be admltted there.
All thag we desued Jsaid, was thé opportumty of
doing what we could. The'nations to whom it was
open were, he sald RuSSIa, Austna, Elgland and
France Naples en]oyed it not; she was’ “unwil-
]mg to pay what the court of Constantmople asked.

’ 20 .
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" Prince Lieven expressed -to me his hope;’ that
the late appointment by the emperor, of Mr. Pole-
tecca, as’ minister plempotentmry to. the United
' States,would improve the friendship between our
tWo" tries. T joinedtinthe hope; the mOre, as
Mr. Poletecca had been favourably ' knde in the
United States since the days of Count- Pahlen’s
mission. He spoke of Mr. Adams, and the respéct
in which he was held when minister:in Russia. T
said, that his' titles to Tespect at home, had been
increased by his corrésPOndonce whilst at St. Pe-
tersburgh Here I stated, that in 1812 and 1813
his- despatchgs relating to the great m(S‘\{Qments in
Eyrope, were fréquent and full ; that he pi'dvcd him-
self mater of them all, anticipating’ the political
combmatlons, and mlhtary results of that era, with
remarkable | preclslon above all, confidently predict-
ing the failure. df Napoleon’s grand expedition to
Moscow; froth the rogsed and warhke patriotism
of Ruagia, and her abundant resources. Such had
been the umform tenor of his commumcatlons
They were o the archives of the Amencan go-
vernment, as monuments of the wnter’s capamty to
handle public affairs”of- magmtude with Jlld ,4ent
and ‘fd%cast The ainbaqsador heard with satis-
factiohi my narrative,
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- March 12. Last mghbﬂwe ‘were at the Marchio-
ngss of Staﬂ'ord’s The rooms were full. The
Prince Regent, royal family, many of e nobility
and others, thronged them It was past cleven
when we arrived ; yeﬁﬁ'esh names were. é}&ery mo-
mept announoed All were in black under an order
for; a;new court mourning for the late King of
,Sweden, Cha.rles XIIL ;, who however did not die
-king, Bemadotte—the remnant of Napoleon’s royal
,creatlonq-—occupymg the Swedish throne. = The
rooms abounded i orhmertal articles which
wealth had amas;%ed and:.taste a,rranged. + The
pamtmgs'commanded admlratlon. Undér light
judiciously, disposed;’ t.h‘ey made a magmﬁcent ap-
pearance. There.is said to be no such private col-
lection in Egrope. - It comprehends the productions
of the first masters of the . different schools A
considerable number are from the Orleans oollec-
tion, procured’in France by the late Duke of Bndge-
water,. from whom.the es%ates of tﬁe :May arquis of
Staﬂ'ord ip, part descend. - These works - qf genius
g,lowmg from every part of the walls, . formed a
hlgh attraction. . . .., i S

It was the begmnmg of hany hospltahtxes we
had from this family. The marquis is knDW%’ to his
country by the public gharacter his peerage gives
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him, and the posts he hagfilled. The marchioness
is not lesg known by her rank, for she is of the
oldest of the realm. But this is adventitious. She
is known also by her cultivated mind, her taste in
.‘ g W'r benevolence to her tenantry; by virs
ties unot ontatlous and refineds that comménd her
to the love of domestlc and social circles, and
endear her name to strangers

March 117. Dinéd at Lord Melville’s. Lord and
Lady Melville, Lord and Lady Mulgrave, Lord
Keith,. thc ambassador -of the Netherlands, the
Danish: minister and la.dy,.Mr Barrow, &nd a few
more made theparty, - .. -

The polar expedition was talked of. 'The pre-
vailing oplmon was against its success, but Mr.
Barrow stood up for it, “For every doubt, man of
genius hke, he. had a solutlon, often in veins of
pleasantry. T learned that he ‘was the author of
the aitigle on this subject in the thirty-fifth number
of the Quarterly Rev1ew, which every body . had
read with, pleasure, at least, - Lord Melvﬂle sald
that nothing would be omitted, by the admualty to
ensure suecess to the expedition, as far as equlp-
ment wilh concerncd’; but I saw that he was not
sanguine as to results,
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I commended some delicious oranges on the
table. His lordship asked if we had oranges in the
Umted States. In the southern parts, replied ;
in other parts e got them from the West Indies.
Copying Mr. Barrow’s good vein I said; t&&ythose
from thé Enghsh islands-would have a better relish
if his majesty’s igovernment would biit allow us to
bring them in our own shlps' “In the same spirit
his lordsh1p answered, that for one, he would be

‘most happy to contribute to our. enjoymeénts ; but
must first hear *what Lord'Gastléreagh had to say!

In the dining room, hung the original paintings
of the placts seen by Cook.in-his voyages.  In the
hall, was one of- Duncan’s victory‘over the Dutgh,
off Camperdown. F.asked if there was no’ collec-
tion in Englgnd -representing, in historical series,
the victoriedof the nation: gained ‘in flects, begin-
mng with those in Cromiwell’s times: His lordshlp
smd none, o R i

In the drawing foom," ﬁa‘é a la.rge*v‘asi f ala<
baster, about cight feet high, and of the finiést pro-
port!ons It stood before a mirror, and on'thé ex-
terior surfac:a, the whole story of Lucrétia was
represented in figures of demirelievo. Thie work
was exquisite. The vase was illuminated hiside,
castir_lg its softened shades ‘through the room'; and

S i)
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by the reflections of the rﬁirror, all the " figures,
though on a spherical surface, camg under the eye
at once. ¢ This classic and beautiful ornament,
which the size of the room displayed to the best
advanfalfe; had been imported from_Florence.
England‘though carrying the manufacturmg arts
to so high a pitch, is. filled with the costly produc-
tions of other parts of Ehe world; the porcelain,
the silk damasks, the or-molu, of France; t!lc finest
works in marble from Italy; the table linen of
Holland and Saxohy; tlig lace of+Flanders; the
gems, the cashmeres, of India. No amount of
duty shuts out such- articles from her opulent
clagses. Their véry costliness brings them into
demand‘. )

March 18. Th,e Duke of Sussex visied me. He
had called once: before, when I was out. Seeing the
secretary-of legatloh at:Almac s, he fixed to day for
calling<again, and I stmd at home to receive him.

“An ardour for constitutional. liberty pervaded
his conversation. It rose sometimes to an. élo-
quent boldness. I had not. been prepared for
quite as much in a prince of the blood, and prized
it the: gl'n re. Passing in review some of -the
speakers mé‘parliament,' he specially commended
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Lords Grey, Holland, Lansdowne, Grenville and
Ergkine ; and of the House of Commons, Sir
Samuel R?omxlly, Mr Brougham, and’ §ir James
Macmtosh

Gibbon was: mentloned He thought @hly of
his hlstorlcal researbh ‘but preferred Addison’s
style. The’ latter never tn'ed It was adapted
to all subJects He spoke, of Mr. Adams, called
him his fyiend, said he had known him on the con-
tinent, where, as m England, he was esteemed by
all to whom he ‘was known., In paymg a tribute
to his talents, he mentloned his knowledge of
languages e

The French was spoken of as the language of
conversation in Europe. His royal highness said,
that he would not perhaps ob]ect to this, as it was
now establishied ; but . when used 7 ag the language
of state papers and treatiés, he was | dnsposed to
view the Sllb]ect dlﬁ'erentl ;.. The French was
acquired by foreigners w1th Sl‘lﬁiCIGnt precisisn for
conversathn, and general purposes of literature ;
but’in dramng up treaties, where thc cmployment
of words in theu' nicest shades of meaning, was often
of national moment, he who wrote in his native lan-
guage had an advantage; and however slight Tt‘mlght
be, it was enough to lay the practice jn quéstion
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open to objection. He would suggest a remedy ;
let treatles, and other solemn state papers to which
two or thore nations were parties, be_drawn up in
Latin ; this would put modern nations upon a par;
each %ﬂd stand upon the scholarship of their
.publlc men. It was to this effect.he spoke and1
thought it ‘in the natural feeling of . an English
prince.

The languagc of France has been diffused by
her social manners, the merit of her writers, the
exile of her protestants, and the power of her
monarchy. Some of these influences are past;
others are shared by contemporary pations. Is
it right, that the monopoly of her language should
last fotever? I would be much inclined to his royal
highness’s remedy, if therc were no other, though
open to difficulty, perhaps, from modern terms of art,
especially in war. But I venture upon the sugges-
tion of another. Let the language most likely to be
predeminant throughout Christendom, be the com-
mon vehicle of Christendom. Ifa living language
is to be adopted at all, this would be the - fafkest
criterion. The European dominions of Britain
have a population of upwards of twenty-two mil-
lions ; “the United States count more than, t\‘ve_lve,
to take no potice of the rapid increase of the lat-
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ter, or numerous colonies of the former. Here is
enqugh to authonzc the belief, that, 'Llready, there
are more’persons th whom English 1s the verna-
cular tongue, than I'rench ; and that it 1s destmed
toegain, not only upon the French, but ‘German,
Spanish, *and all otMers. There is another fact
more applicable. The foreign commerce of Bri-
tain and that of the Uniteg States conjointly, pro-
bably exgeed that of all Europe. 'This serves, at
the present duy, o send forth the Englisli tongue
more extensively to all parts of the globe, than
the French, or any of Christendom. Malherbe
asserted tfe rights of his native language so
strenuously against all foreign usurpation, that he
gained at the French court the appellafion of
« Tyrant of words and syllables.” Very well in a
Frenchman! but if trcaties and other interna-
tional _papers arc always to be written in French
words and syllables, what becomes of the equal
independence of Dnglish words and syll<bles?
The French are too just to disparage the lan-
guage of Milton, and Newton, and Locke; and
why should tl.ley insist upon the perpetual prefer-
ence of their own? or rather why should England
acquiesce ?

HlS royal highness, lt must be added, is himself

21
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an cxcellent linguist. To his knowledge of the
classics, he adds German, Italian, French He-
brew, and it may be others, of which T am not
informed.

March 20. 1learn throughan authentic channel,
that the Duke of Richmond is to be appointed
governor in chief of both the Canadas, New
Brunswick, and Nova Scotia; and Sir Peregrine
Maitlan.d, military and acting governor of Upper
Canada. 'The latter is a major ‘general in ‘the
British army, served with reputation in the late
war in the Peninsula, and commanded, a regiment
of.the guards‘at the battle of Waterloo. Sir John
Sherbrooke, the late governor in chief, comes home,
my informant added, on account of ill health.

It would secem, from all T can collect, to be the
intention of Great Britain, to strengthen herself in
the Caradas. If she contemplates raising them
up as &b effective military barrier against the
United States, her policy i~ unwise. -She would
perhaps justify the policy from the incidents of
the last war along that fronticr; but it would be an
erroncous foundation to go upon. New England
was opposed to the war, ky all her state ‘govern-
ments, and it was unpopufar with the inhabitants
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of that quarter of thc Union generally. The
goVernmend of the Umtul States had made large

calculations before “the war broke out, apon prompt
and cfficacious aid from the New England States in
its firstybelligerent movements; but the calculas
tions were not 1'cali.zcd, which threw back plans
that would otherwise have been matured, and in
all probability have changed the cntirc course of
events atan eaﬂy day of the contest.  'Thepupula-
tion of New ]‘ml.md and New York, if seriously
cmbarked in a national contest, is too great and
growing, and all their other resources too abundant,
to be c'lsﬂy counteracted by such a barrier ; unless
indced Britain should design to make thosc colofics
a field for the operation of her armies sent from
home, upon® a scale hitherto unparallcled for
magnitude, in any part of her distant dominions.
Ever.shen shq would wage the contest under dis-
advantages, as she did those with her ships upon
the lakes; and more and more, as time Edvances,
the United*States being immeasurably the gaining
power in that quarter. This must continue to be
the case, however Britain may seek to strengthen
herself by sending over new emigrants; who, after
all, are as nothing to the advancing tide of .native
population in that strohg district of the Republic.
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This latter will perhaps gain also even by cmigra-
tion, full as fast as the Canadas. -

March 23. Dined at the lord mayor’s. It wag
not Lord Mayor's day ; but a city entertainment
always given on Kaster Mon(‘l.uy, at the mansion-
house. 'This edifice is sometimes called the city
palace. In size, it recembles one, and in some
points of architccture; but it is badly sitnated,
being close to the bank and ‘I{Syal Exchange.
The streets are so narrow that you can see it but
in part, and it is with difficulty that carriages ap-
proach it atall. Through the courtesy of the lord
mayor, the diplomatic corps, are annually invited
to this entertaimment, which is always a gratifying
onc to them ; for they sec at it, the imdge of a great
and powerful class in the empirc—the commercial
class. ..

The royal dukes, some of the nobility, and per-
sons in ‘station, weee in‘e30nt. These, with the
diplomatic corps, occupied =cats in a half circle at
the upper extremity of the room, on an elevation
or dais. The tables in the arca below, were filled
with the opulent citizens of [ ondon.” Tt was a fine
sight. 'They might be takon as a representative
body from the great occan of wealth between
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Temple bar, and London bridge. The room was
the Fov pu‘)n hall, of ample dimensions and bril-
liantly hghmd. A" band played as -ve entered.

The lord mayor and lady mayoress sat side by side
in” the gentre of the half circle, at the top of the
dais; the latter was in a full court dress, and by
her position faced the whole company ; a trying
situation which she borce with grace.  After all
the couwes were over, toasts were given, the first
I had heard in England. Music was kept up, the
sm.ng rose, mnl.every thing ministered to the fes--
tive fecling. On one side of me was Sir Benja-
min Bloomfield. At intervals, we conversed, prin-
cipally of the United States. He spoke in a very
friendly spirit; urging the benefit to both countries
of mutual good will and good oftices. T listened
the more, as he was private sceretary to the Prince
Regent. I here also made the acquaintance of
the bishop of Oxford, who inquired for, ahd spoke
highly of, Mr. Bagot, the British minister in the
United States.

The enterfainment closed with a ball in another
part of the building. Throughout the rooms, were
msignia of the commerce and riches of London
from an ancient day. « The nation that commands
the grade of the world, said Sjr Walter Ralecigh.
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commands its riches, and consequently the world
itsclf. Whether the saying be true ornot, the po-
licy, the laws, the [estive cntertainments, the whole

conduct of the English, attest that they ncver for-
get it.
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CHAPTER XIL

VISIT TO MR. WEST. DINNER AT MR.LYTTLETON'S—-AT LORD
HOLLAND'S. A DAY AT QEPTFORD AND GREENWICH.
DINNEFR, AT THE AUSTRIAN AMBASSADOR'S—AT FARL
BATHURST'S. MARRIAGF OF THx PRINCESS F;LIZABETH.

DINNER AT LORD BAGOT’S.

March 26. Visrrep Mr. West, president of the
Royal Academy. T found him witht his pencil, in
his hand. '

The moss curious piece in his collection, was
onc panted when he was eight years old. Tt
was small, and very imperfeet he said, but added,
that the primary colours, blue, red and ycllow,
were so jus‘ly blended, that he could ndt improve
that part of the work. On asking if he had any
previous instruction that enabled him to go right
In so important a particular, he replied, no; he
could no more say how his judgment had been
formed to it, than hqw he learncd his mother
tongue.
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The piece to which he pointed with most inter-
est, was the “ Continence of Scipio.” It had been
instrumental in bringing him into notice, forty
years before.  George IIL sent for it, and kept
it for some time at his palace. At his majests’s
request, he had painted « serics of historical pieces,
from the New Testament,  They were at Windsor,
to be put up in a chapel the king contemplated
building.

The number of pieces in his rooms was very
great. Ilc had been computing the dimensions of
a gallery, to contain all he had ever painted.  1le
found that it would require one four himdred feet
long, fifty broad and forty high. 'The piece from
Lear, in the Academy of Arts at Philadelphia, was,
he said, among those with the execution of which
he had been best satistied. T spoke of his « Christ
healing the Sick,” in the Hospital at Philadelphia,
remarkinz how highly it was prized; all the town
had flocked to sce it. Tle spoke of a criticism
upon it in Philadelphia, in the pamphlet form, that
had come under his notice; said it was written in
a scholar-like mamner, and with a perfect know-
ledge of the subject.  Tle knew not the author, nor
could I inform him. .

Thi¢ eminent and vencrahle artist, was then
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nearly “eighty. A native Amecrican, born near
Philadelphia, he adverted to scenes of his early life,
and I waseénabled %0 understand some of* his local
allusions, 1Tis patriarchal look and character, gave
mg something of the filial feeling. What am I to
do, I ask®d, as our cenversation procceded, to be’
able to judge of paintings? Whercver I go, in
England, I meet with them; in palaces, private
houses, every where; cu.gravings rest in port
folios ; Tsce nothing but the v.orks of your art,
and- all persons appear to have a knowledge of
them; I the rather ask, as there is a growing
taste for the arts in the United States; republics
have been celebrated for thera; wa cherish the
hope, that thi= may be our lot. Tle replied, that
hie believed he could not do better than name to
me the discourses of Sir Joshua Reynolds.  'Those
productions, I said, but increased my despair; we
knew titem in Philadelphia ; T had read therp; they
were ingenious, profound ; “but what a ymiverse
they opened—wider than the “poct’s in Rassclas ;
it was boundless; all kind of knowledge was ne-
cessary to the painter, and could we, with lcss,
and without superadding the practice of the eye,
become judges of painting? 1Ile agreed that the

art was boundless; said that he cvery dav esaw
29
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something to learn in it ; told the ancedote of the
clergyman who preached one of Sir Joshua’s dis-
courses from the pulpit, omitting technical words,
as a proof of its foundation in the principles of
man’s gencral nature, and admitted that it could
only be successfully studied: in conjuncuion with
practice; in other words, that the cye could not
gain a quick or sure perception of beauties and
defects, but by familiar'ity with the best models. 1
said it was this which gave to the Englisil their fa-
cilities ; foreign travel was so common with them,
that they saw the best models abroad, and then
kept the cye in practice at home; theVatican, the
I‘,ouvre, the Muscum at the Hague, tl;e collections
in the Low Countries, Spain, and elsewhere, per-
sons whom you met every day, had more or less
scen. It was somewhat the same with books of tra-
vels. If you alluded to the latest respecting France,
a gentleman by your side had been' over the'ground,
and perhaps knew more than the book told you;
if you spoke of the Coliseum, or St. Peter’s, half the
company had bcen at Rome; and so of other
places. He replied that it was trie: Iﬂnglishmen
travelled a great deal; all did not bring back usc-
ful information in the arts, but so many went
abroad, that the number:: was still great who did;

\
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hence there were more good judges of painting in
England, than good painters; it was rarc to meet
with a person of leisure and fortune whb had not
visited Italy and France, if not morc countrics;
England also contained more paintings than any
other cotntry, not in, public depositories, for there’
were nonc worth speaking of, but in private houses;
the rich bought up the best upon the contment
wherever to be had; he would be clad to point cut
the priva.tc collectjons to me; thosc of Lord Staf-
ford and Lord (rosvenor stood at the head, but
there were others scattered about town, and in far
greater number all over the country, at the scats of
the opul'ent.. He invited me to call whenever I had
an hour to throw away, and saunter through his own
collection for all that it might be worth to me, as
he said, :Ld(]il;g that he would saunter with me, being
always at home.

It was thus that he received and talked to me.
Once there was a tear, that the carly recgllections
of his native land scemed to Kave drawn down. I
flt in his fime the interest of a countryman, and
in his whole manncr there was a cordiality which
inspired personal attachment, even in a first inter-
view. As often as I saw him afterwards, it was
with rencwed pleasure and- advantage; but ¢t was
not long, before I was bummoncd' to bear Ins pall.
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March 21. We were entertained at dinner’ by Mr.
and Lady Sarah Lyttleton. Mr. Lyttleton is in par-
liament, 4ind heir presumptive 10 Hagley with the
title of its possessor. T spoke of the cloquent let-
ters published under the name of oue of his family.
"He said that it was an admittd point that'they had
not been written by Lord Lyttleton. Sir Humphry
Davy was at table. The newsmen had been blow-
ing horns ahout the streets on a false rumour of
Bonaparte’s death. “ When that happens,” said
Sir Iumphry, « Lurope will fly up, compression being
of > We had also Lady Davy, Miss I'anshawe,
Earl Spencer, Lord Folkstone and Mr. Luttrel.
There was a (low of that kind of couversation that
gives charm to a dinner party, our reception having
been as friendly as courteous by this accomplished
pair; in whom the taste for literature is blended
with the personal qualitics that heighten its attrac-
tions. [t was impossible not to rcécall, in thought
at least, on this occasion, the recoliection of those
«scenes of Hugley,” so beautifuliy embalmed in the
monody with which all are familiar, from the pen
of Mr. Lyttleton’s ancestor.

March 29. Dined at Lord Holland’s. His lord-
ship and Lady Holland; the Marquis of Lansdowne,
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Lord "Morpeth, Lord Maitland, Sir James Mac-
in.tosh and Mr. Ticerney were of the company.

Lord {Iollamd spoke of the institutibns of the
United States. Our system, he said, appeared
spited to our circumstances; he hoped that we
would 1ot put it to xisk by a fondness for war; but
was there no fear that the excitements apt to arise
under popular forms, and the courage that springs
from freedom, might make us prone to war? T re-
plicd, that our reliance was in the checks which
our Constitution raised up, and chiefly, that the
people, who must suffer from war and pay its ex-
Jenscs, were the power who alone, by their repre-
sentatives, could declare it. e bore testimony to
the merit of President Monroc, whome he had
known m persona! and official relations, saying,
that in such hands our Republie, as far as depended
on the chiet magistrate, might always be considered
safe. * .

T asked Sie James Macintosh, when we were to
be favoured with the historf the public had been
led to ho.pe he was preparmg. He spoke doubt-
fully. THum® was mentioned. Ie could not al-
ways agrec with him, he said, but commended the
gencral spirit of his history; the whole indeed was
masterly; the best po.x.'tion, that which comprised
the feigns of the Tudors, partidularly Llizabeth’s.
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He spoke of Robertson and Gibbon; both were
carcful inquirers into facts; Gibbon’s research was
profound,but hc saw objections to his style. He
spoke of Franklin’s style with nothing but praise;
it was more than purc; it was classic; it was
neither the style of Addison nor Swift; it’had the
simplicity of theirs, but an original and graceful
playfulness not carried too far, which neither of the
others had in so great a degree. Lord Holland
asked if it could be true that his works, and espe-
cially his style, were not popular.in the United
States; he had scen late publications sceming to
point that way. My own knowledge ani observa-
tior}, I said, would lead me to a different conclusion
as to the opinions and tastc of my countrymen.
ITolland house, wherc we dined, four miles from
Tondon, is a vererable building. Among other as-
sociations that go with it, is the name of Addison,
who lived here, after his marriage to the Countess
of Warwick. After dinner, we went into the room
that had been his library, and is now Lord ITol-
land’s. Tt is a very long onc. Addison was not
happy in his marriage, and the jocose tradition of
the house is, that he kept his bottle at each end of
this room, so that in his walks backwards and for-
wardshe might take a glass at cach! It was the
room in"which he wrote his despatches when' sec-
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retary of state. The Spectator being mentioned,
Sir James said that it had lost its valuc as a book
of instrugtion, buy as a standard of style would
always last. [ listencd with interest to these and
other remarks from him. Ilis spceches and wri-
tings, réad on the banks of the Dclaware as thost
of the Thames, had taught me to rcgard his mind
as kindred to Burke’s; the same eleinentary power;
the same application of the philosophy of politics
and juﬁsprudenc.c to practical occurrences; the
same use of history, never heavily, but always
happily brought in; the samc aptitude for embel-
lishment, pot so gorgeous, but always chaste; the

same Cxpansion and universality.

I resumed the topic of his history. I said that
when he got gjo the American revolution we should
on our side of the Atlantic, open his pages with
peculiar interest; that we believed the full and pro-
per account of it, had not yet gone forth to the
world; that among us, were still left a few who
were contemporary with it, whose minds were the
repositorios of facts and reilections which, if not
rescued in time, would perish. I instanced, par-
ticularly, Mr. Jefferson and the elder Adams. The
life of each, hung by a thrcad; but their facultics
were unimpaired. If‘he thought it worth while to
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embark in a correspondence with these fathers of
our country, who, like himself, could have no ob-
ject but truth, I would be happy to be tiie medium
of its commencement. Some light he might hope
to glean; and if, examining also for himself, he
should find it the light of truth, would &k not be
worthy of bdth nations to establish this part of
their common history on a basis that both might
approve? He caught at the suggestion, and fol-
lowed it up with inquiries, saying he would avail
himself of it. But it was not acted upon. I do
not believe that the omission arosc from any di-
minished sense of the value of the aid he would
probably have derived, but other causes. His
pariiamentary engagements took up much of his
time ; those at the India College had their claims,
and shall I add, as another and natural hindrance,
the claims of daily society upon him in the highest
spheres, uniting, as he did, the ease f the man of
the world to intellectual stores attractive and inex-
haustible. Such men grow to be favourites in these
spheres in London. Chains are thrown around
them, not casily to be broken. - o

The conversation from which I have minuted a
small part, took place after we had risen from
dinner, and swere in the library, where coffee was’
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harided. At table, it was suited to the moment,
ang with the moment passing away. Of hospltahty
as dlspen(ed by Ldrd Holland I had heard ; of 1ts
kindnéss, its elegance. His standing as a peer is
kerown ; and not less, the many attainments which
he makes subservietit to the pleasures of somety
and friendship. In his house, opulcnce and refine-
ment seem to lend their aids to invest letters with
glory. [The room in which we dined was richly
ornamented. I understood that it had been paint-
ed-and gilded as I saw, by onc of Lord Holland’s
ancestors in the time of Charles I. on the occasion

~of a{ehwven to Henrietta his queen, when she
came over from France. . .

I must mention an incident at one of the Holland
house dinnegpy though I was not present. Scott’s
novels became a topic, a new one being out. One
or two of the company expressed preferences
among them. * Before opinion had gone farther,

- Lady Holland proposed that cach persen should
write down the name of the novel liked best.
Pager and pencll were passcd, -and a slip torn off
as each wrote. Nine shps were hdnded to her,
and -edch’ ‘had ‘the name-of a different novel! a
happy iﬂustrat:on of tlle vanous merit of this fas-
cmatmg writer. - LT s e o

e 23
N
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April 1. Went to Deptford with Sir Humphry
Davy. Ihs carriage was at the door when Idrove
up at an'carly hour to s house. An accident
happening to it, he took a scat i mine. Our
conver-ation was chiefly about the Umted States,
he leading 1t by lus rapd, mtelligent nquiries.
One object of our excursion was to see the ships
fitting out for the polar voyage. We went on
board the Isabella. Qutside she looked like any
common' merchant vessel, equipped for boisterous
seas, with the addition of double planking round
her bow aud sides to resist ice. The mterior ar-
rangements embraced whatever science could de-
vise and mechamcal skill effect, to promote the
ohjectsof the expedition and comfort of the officers
and men. Flues for diffusmg heated air through
the ship, nautical and philosophical instruments of
all kinds, with a library that seemed to contain the
accounts of all former voyages of discovery, were
to be seen. Parliament, to ncrease the zeal
of the officers, had included them withm the pro-
mise of reward to those who ascertained;most
nearly the longltude After going through nearly
all parts of the s}up, we went into thﬁ pavﬁ dbe'k
yard, and afterwards to Greenwich to; séo the
hospital,
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Deptford is the smallest of the English dock
yards, and we therefore saw but few ships of war.
Only one/6f the line, and three fiigates Were build-
ing. There were docks for repurning as well as
byilding. We saw several royal yachts; among
ther, a%ery old one, the same that had conveyed
Caroline Matilda, sister of George II1* to Denmark,
on the occasion of her marriage to the king of that
country. The Danes sent it back to Lingland,
refusing to kecp. it after the attack upon their
capital, and capture of their flect, by Britain, in
1801. Although this is the smallest of the yards,
, it is, not without 1mportance, from being so near
London. The business of supplymg the nayy
with provisions, 1s, or until lately was, carmied on
from a depotyddjoining it. Sir Humphry spoke of
their excellent quality, remarking how much the
strength and courage of seamen, depended upon
food. They ot, he said, bread and beef of the
best quality and in full quantity; an ample allow-
ance of malt liquor; wine and cocoa, with all other
things ‘prof:er for the sea ration. In the timber
pxled:up in the yard, I ohserved mahogany. The
commisgioher said it was used not merely for
decks; as in the royal Yaohts, some of which ap-
pear to be about thrée hundred tons burden and
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arc magnificently fitted up and furnished, but with
advantage, as knees and beams, in the _héa_,vi,est
ships. The timber of all kinds on Haad in the
yard, generally amounted to a supply for three
years. [t consisted of English oak chicfly; but
‘they also got supplies of . foreign timwer. A
quantity was soon expected from the forests of
Croatia and Dalmatia, under contracts with ‘the
government of Vienna. 'They also obtained it
from the Baltic. This they thought gdbd, when
cut from the southern shores. Frem their North
American possessions, they did not get much,
except for large masts. The attaghments. of
George IIL tp the navy were spoken of; ms feel-
ings as. monarch being seconded, as was said, by
a personal fondness for naval a.rchxfgcture and af-
fairs of the sea. He had first evinced it in promot-
ing the voyages' of Byron and Cook, as soon as he
got to the throne. It was added, that at ,Buckmg-'
‘ham palgce, ‘he 'was furmuhf\d with models of the'
dock yards, and, occasmnally, of the vessels Bmld-‘
ing; which he took an interest in examuung, These
modes of  exerting a supermtondence gver the navy,
"'seem better in themselves, and, it must b ow:xed

more- beﬁtted a soverelgn, than 1f he had mi'ned

<b1p carpenter, like Peter of hussm. The yard at
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Deptford wa‘s one of those in which that eccentric
monarch worked.

Commisfioner Gunningham received *us very
xindly at his house within the yard; nor would he
allow us to depart without partaking of a collation.

We ppocceded on,towards Greenwich.  Going:
through the strects, and stopping a*moment, an
incident arrested my attention. A woman stood
at the dour of a house wliere cheap refreshments
were sold. Some, labouring people passing along,
sha called out 1o ask if they would take fea. It
was abouat one o’clock. Houses of this kind I un-
dmstood were not uncommon 1n London. I had
myse]t observed tea sold m the strects, near Char-
ing Cross, hy huckster women, who obtaived the
hoiling watm;'l\y meuns of coals m a pan, or a lamp,
In a country where the light wines are not pro-
duced, the first step mnto temperance is small beer;
the noxt, tea.» The national schools n Fngland
have done much towards meliorating the condition
of her people. The use of tca has co-operated, by
doing moré of late years, probably, than any other
physical causo, towards lessening the appetite for
ardent spirits. 1t acts not so much by reclamning
old dronkards, as d:mimshmg the stock of new.
What a sight, to seo tHis woman beckoning labour-
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ing men to tea, instead of drams! The us¢ of tea
in England, is universal. It is the breakfast of ‘the
wealthy 4s of the poorer clasges. Oni-passing to
the drawing rooms from the sumptuous dinner
table, the cordial cup of Mocha coflee is fipst
"brought in; but after an Wnterval, tea” is also
served. A general in the Duke of Wcallington’s
army told me, that when worn down with fatigue,
there was nothing for whiph the oflicers iq the Pe-
ninsular war used to call so eagerly, as tea.  Ser-
vants in London take it twice a day, sometimes
oftencr, and the occurrence at Greenwich shows
the taste for it to he spreading among labouring
classes at all hours. What strong molives are
these in countries wherc tea. is used, for the law-
makers to reduce the duty on its “mportation to
the lowest possible point, or for abolishing it alto-
gether. ‘

We soon got near the hospital.” The day was
fine. I saw, as we approach-d, men in uniform—
a blue coat full in front, flapped waistcoat, with
breeches and stockings, and threc-cornered hats.
Until we got near, a stranger might have - taken
them for an assemblage of old admirals: - They
were the pensiqners;—\-common: seamen, .. .S}nne
were sunning themselves oh seats ; others moved
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slowly about. . I heard no talking from any. Alto-
g(:tllcr; they had a. venerable appearance. Arrived
within the fiigh palisdes of iron, T was striick with
the extent and grandeur of the building. Domes;
single and double rows of columns ; flights of solid
steps; Corinthian porsicos, met the eye on all sides. °
The w'vho]e was of Portland stone, and %on a terrace
fronting the Thames. T had heard that English
hospituls were like pu.la.ceg ; and now the onc be-
fore me, far exceeded any palace I had yet-beheld.
‘T'he interior corvesponded with the outside. There
was ample space, the utmost neatness, and univer-
sal order. «The number of pensioners drawing the
funds of the institution, was more than thirty thou-
sand. Those accommodated within the bualdmg,
amounted to akout three thousand. A naval asy-
Jum for minors is anncxed, in which are eight
hundred boys and two hundred girls, children of
British seamer, all educated and otherwise pro-
vided for. Some of the apartments of the,hospital,
as the chﬂpol and great hall _are superbly orna-
mented In the first is the. shlpwrcck of St. Paul,
a large pamtmg by West, which fills the space
over. the. altar, and to wlnch you ascend by a range
of long steps Of black marble. There are repre-
sentations of our Savxdur stllhng the tempest and
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walking upon the waves, with various other costly
emblems from the pencil and chiscl, having relation
to the séa. In the great hally the ceiltag exhibits
paintings which years of labouring art had been
necessary to perfect, portraying under appropriate
" allegories, astronomical and nautical sciehce, inter-
mingled witli insignia of the naval glory of England.
Probably no age or nation can show a charity
more splendid: the first approach so imposing, the
minute examination so calculated to augment ad-
miration.

But, there arose a reflection that I could not
repress.  Many of the veterans whom1 SaW, had,
doubtl«..s; fought under the compulslon of impress-
ment.¢ As 1 Jooked on their hoary locks and scar-
red faces, I thought that a country treating its
seamen thus, was bound to lodge them like kings
when old or wounded; that, in fact, it was only a
pziymen,t back, and not adequate, or the previous
infliction of such a wrong. It is to me an unac-
countable anomaly, ‘that a nation in which indivi-
dual rights are guarded by barriers such as no
other ever raised up except the nation in the new
world that springs from her; who would wade

 through blood sooner than, part with her habeas
corpus or trial by jury; sh(éi;ld. yet sit calmly down



1818.] COURT OF LONDON. 185

lll]de&thlb unjust and tyrvannical practice. It is
sayl th.lt her navy caunot otherwise b(, mauncd.
Poor c\cu%o' as i1t were not universally tr ue, that
labour of sy kind can be commanded by paying
for 1f, and of course labour upon the ocean, wuh
the risk 01 battle and death sup(-r'uld(‘d ; and as ll
supposing it to cost ten times over what would
ever be asked, it onght not fo be paid, sooner than
that such an outrage should be committed! The
statesinen, the philantlivopists, of’ England, will at
last awake [rorh this dream of supposed necessity
for the press-gang. It will cease, and the wonder
he that an? arguments for sustaining it could have
bu,u current o long.  There have, #t is true, been
states, ancient and modern, that have resdrted to
force for obtaining military service; but it has
generally been for temporary purposes, and where
ihis has not been the case, the stutes have been
those in which personal rights have been only
mperfectly protected.  The precedentseare to be
shunned, got copied; espeually by a nation whose
fundapental code looks to the inviolability of per-
sonal liberty. in a degree far above that of the
civil law of Rome, or any of the codes of conti-
nental Europe engrafted upon that stock. I did
not volunteer my thoughts upon my English com-
24
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panion; but if I had, I scarccly think that dissent
would have come from his liberal mind'\accustmn-
ed as it was to analyze and rcason.

We visited in the last place the observatory at
Greenwich. Mr. Pond, the astronomer royal,
received us in the same hdspitable manner as
Commissioner Cunningham. We ascended to the
top of the cdifice, seeipg all the astronomical in-
struments in use. When chronometers were spo-
ken of, it was stated that the gdvernment ordered
twelve to be made every year by ‘the best watch-
makers in Tondon. For the one which kept the
most accuratc time, a premium was :gp'_(;p.., for..
the next best; a diminished premium; and the re-
maining ten, if approved, were taken at fair prices.
All were for the use of the public skips. In this
way competition was kept up, no watchmaker
suffercd loss, and the navy got a su]gply of the best
instruments for measuring time in all latitudes.
The hour for our retyrn pressing. we hastened back
to town, after a day which, to me, hagd been one
of great varicty and interest. The sccretary of
legation and Captain Thompson of the navy of the
United States, were of the party. Sir Humphry’s
ardour of conversation dldc\not abate going home.
It related in parg to what we had seen; with an
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intermixture of anecdotes of eminent persons in
England.

April 2. Dined at Princc Esterhazy’s; com-
pany—the diplomatic corps and their ladies. The
dinner was onc to have been expected from the’
munificence of the entertainer. Among a variety
of wines, we had hock. By Austrain connoisscurs
this is npt prized so much on account of its age,
as its original quality ; whea best, they think it does
not'improve after twelve or fifteen years; perhaps
no wine does. The preference at Lnglish, as at
forejgn tables in London, is for the light wines;
the stl:ohg, as maderia and sherry, arc little used ;
sherry most. Generally it is limited to i sinéle
glass, alter soup. With the latter, cvery dinner
begins ; turbot and salmon generally follow, before
the meats arc disclosed from under their glittering
covers. We Rad French cookery in its pcrfeétion,
which I find uuiversal at English as foreign tables.
M. Morris, American minister in Franceat the time
of the_revolution, said, that if the French had re-
volutionized the kitchens of Europe instead of its
courts, they would have rendered a service that no
party would have called in question. He was right.
Food simply roasted 0.1.- boiled, is thought temper-
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ance; but the French know better, and that to
render it simple as well as savoury, a process mprc
articificial is required. Hende the made dishes,
like the light wines of France, promote health and
cheerfulness. Oppression seldom follows indul-
'gence in them; gout as rarely: )

Talking with the prince after coming out from
dinner, we spoke of the c;ampaigns of Frederick.
There is a pretty little fact with which he was
familiar ' on my allusion to it. -After Berlin was
taken by the Austrians and Russians, the soldiers
gave themselves up io plunder. An officer high
in rank was seen to protect the palace gt Potsdam,
and would suffer nothing to be touched ; but asked
as a favour to be allowed to take a small picture
of Frederick, and one of his flutes, that he might
preserve them as memorials of so great a warrior
and king. This officer was Prince Esterhazy, a
relative,.as I learned, of our accomf)lished host.

Although no political relations existed between
the United States and Austria, 1 received from
this her ambassador in London, invari’able" marks
of esteem during my residence.

April 3. Dined at Earl Bathurst’s. Earl and

Countss Bathurst, the Duke of York, the Duke of
. ( \
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Glouccster, the Duke of Montrose, Lord Lynedoch,
Ms. and Mrs. Villiers, Mrs. Rush, Sir Henry Tor-
rens, Genelal Maitland, Mr. Goulburn, and a few
others, were the company.

-C‘onvorsatlon turned upon the United States,
their chmatc, governent, productions, steamn boats,
and other topics. On a question rcspecting the
width of a river in one of the states, I was at fault;
on whigh onec of the royal dukes put me right.
Both of them spoke of our Constitution. They
asked how the Scnate and Supreme Court were mo-
delled, not well perceiving the line between the
natipnal afd state authorities in matters of judica-
ture. I endeavoured in a few words to explain;
which however was not easily to be done ih a few
words ; and it was no place for dissertation. The
colonization society was spoken of, and its objects
approved. Lord Bathurst, expressed a hope that
it might select a better place on the coast of Africa,
than England had done, in sc_l}gting Sierra Lcone;
which was, known to have proved unhealthy. In-
quiriey were made as to the amount of our slave
population, the ratio of its increase, and others
bearing on this subject. I answered them with an
admission of the general evil of slavery in the
United States; but added that there weré great
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mitigations, in the good treatment of the slaves.
To this the cxceptions, I said, were rare, apd
scarcely known at all, among the better classes of
our southern planters.  The cffect of good treate
ment was, to diffuse in a large degrec content and
ilappiness among the slaves.. Conciliatory senti-
ments towards the United States ran throughout
all the conversation.

At cleven, we left the table. An hour passed in
the drawing rooms, where conversation was con-
tinued. All gave . precedence to the royal dukes;
whilst from them, there was urbanity to all.

April 8. The Princess Elizabeth was married
last evening to the Prince of Tlessec Homberg. The
royal family, cabinct ministers, forcign ambassa-
dors and munisters, officers of the royal house-
hold, "persons in the suites of the royal dukes and
princesses, the archbishops of Canterbury and
York, the bishop of London. ‘he lord chancellor,
the lord chicf justice, and a few others, were present.
The Prince Regent was not there, being ill.  Our
invitation was from the Queen, given through the
Earl of Winchelsea, nearly three weeks before.

We got to the palacc at seven o’clock. Pages
were on the stairs to couduct us to the rooms.
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The ceremony took place in the throne room. Be-
fore the throne was an altar covered with crimson
velvet, on which was a profusion of go](ien plate,
There was a sulver of great size, on which was re-
presented the Lord’s Supper. The company being
assembled, the bridedroom entered with his attend-
ants. Then came the Queen, on th.c arm of the
Duke of York, with the Qride and royal family.
All appreached the altar. Her majesty sat; the
rest stood.  The marriage service was vead by the
Arxchbisbop of Canterbury. The Duke of York
gave the bride away. The whole was according
to- the forms of the Church of ngland, and per-
formed with great solemnity. A rtcord of the
marriage was made. When all was finislicd the
bride knelt before the Queen to reccive her blessing.

The consent of the king (or regent) and privy
council, is neeessary to the validity of a royal mar-
riage in Engla,l:d. There is another mode, where
the party intending to marry, gnd being of the male
branch, is gf the age of twenty-six. In such case,
a record of the intention on the books of the privy
council will authouse the marriage at the cxpira-

tion of a twelvemonth, unless parliament interpose
an objection.

Soon after the service was performed, the bride
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and bridegroom set off for Windsor, the rest of
the company remaining. The evening passed in
high cofemony, without cxcruding social ease.
From the members of the royal family, the guests
had every measure of courtesy; but the whole de-
“meanour of the Queen was rcmarkable. This.ven-
erable personage, the head of a large family, her
children at that moment clustering about her; the
female head of a great empire—in the seventy-sixth
year of ‘her age—went the rounds of the company,
speaking to all; no one did she omit. There was
a kindliness in her manner, from which time had
struck away useless forms. ArounG her neck
hung a minfature portrait of the king. He was
absent—scathed by the hand of heaven; a mar-
riage going on in one of his palaces—he, the lonely,
suffering tenant of another. But the portrait was
a token superior to a crown! It hespoke the na-
tural glory of wife and mother, eclipsing the artifi-
cial gloty of Queen. For more than fifty years
this royal pair had lived together in affection. The
scene would have been one of intcrest in any class
of life. May it not be noticed on a throne?
Tea was handed. The Queen continued to stand
or move about the rooms. In one was a table of
refreshments. 1 went ta it with Major General
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Sir Hénry Torrens, an officer distinguished by
service and wounds, whose acquaintance I had
made at Lord Bathurst’s. He was of the csta-
biishment of the Duke of York. On the table
were urns and tea-kettles of fretted gold. Sir
Henry récommendeds me to a glass of what T sup-
posed wine, in a flagon near mc; but he called it
king’s cup, given only at ro.yal weddings.

Returning to the chicf rooms, the Princess So-
phia Matilda pointed out to Mrs. Rush and myself,
the- paintings ; also the represcntation of a bird
from India formed of*precious stoncs so as to re-
semble beautiful plumage, with other objects of
curiosity or taste in the palace. She did morc—
she spoke of Washington. She paid a spontan.c-
ous tribute to his virtues, None but Americans
can know how this would fall upon the heart! To
hear his immortal name pronounced with praisc in
a palace of Gedrge IIL, and by a princegs of his
family, had a high and touching value. .Mention-
ing this princess I add, that mirself and family after-
wards .expérienced her obliging civilities in ways
the remembrahce of which is cherished with grate-
ful pleasurc.

At ten, the company came away, not however
25 ]
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without recciving, each one, I belicve, a piece of

the wedding cake.

April 9. Dincd at Lord Bagot’s. We had the
Earl of Mount-Fdgecumbe, TLady Emma Edge-
cumbe, the Duchess of Leods, the Countess of
Dartmouth, Mr. Disbrow, vice-chamberlain to the
Quecn, the Bishop of Oxford, and several nemnbers
of parliament. The conversation had {requent
allusionsrto the United States, their public institu-
tions, and private socicty. The royal marriage
was talked of. Lord Mount-Edgecuambe, who had
been much an inmate of the palace, told anccdotes
of the Quecn illustrative of her domestic virtues.
Another topic was, the attempt on the life of Lord
Palinerston, sceretary of war. Ie was shot at and
wounded, going into his office at the IHorse Guards,
yesterday. The person who fired was supposed to
be deranged. 1lis acquittal was anticipated on
this ground, as was the case with Margaret Nichol-
son, and Hadficld, who attempted to assassinate
the king. 'Whether the life of their king, or the
lowest subject be struck at, let the law have its
course, is the cry in Iingland. Their code is san-
guinary; but all are bound by it, all look up to it.
One of the company thought the law too lenient
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upon these attempts to assassinate kings and their
ministers ; they recurred too often; he would pun-
ish the offender in thte persons of his relatives, as
well as his own ; as had been done with the Ra-
villges and Damicns in France. "This opinion
found no countenanee; but was canvassed with
sprightliness. *

After dinner, an evening party followed. We
had an invitation from Lord Bagot to visit him at
his count.ry cstate, Blithficld ; and Lord -Mount-

Fdgecumbe invited us to his, near Plymouth.
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CHAPTER XIIL

INTERVIEW WITH LORD CASTLEREAGII. GENERAL NEGOTI-

ATION PROPOSED ON THE WEST INDIA TRADE, MARI-
TIME QUESTIONS AND II:IPRESSMENT. NATURE OF THE
LAST QUESTION. THE SLAVE TRADE. OFFER OF BRI-
TISH MEDIATION IN THE AFFAIRS OF TiIE UNITED STATES
AND SPAIN DINNER AT MR. WILBERFOKCE'S—AT TIE
EARL OF HARDWICKE'S. ALMACS—LATE HOURS—

. COVENT GARDEN THEATRE.

L
.

April 11.  Hap an interview with Lord Castle-
reagh. I asked it, to apprize him of the desire of
my government to open negotiations for a general
treaty of commerce and arrange other matters, of
importante to both countries.

It was the wish of the President, I said, to see
the commercial relations between the two coun-
tries, placed upon a basis breader and more per-
manent, than hitherto. The existing convention
was not only limited as to time, but objects; the
period not being remote when it would expire, it
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.
was désirable that the President should know the
prebable determination of his majesty’s government
as to forming onc*of a different character: one
which, if not comprchending all the colonies of
Gxeat Britain, should at least include those in
Notth A'merica and she West Tndics. T was aware
of her past unwillingness to treat of this, and other
subjects I should name; but had been instructed to
present them anew, in the hope of other views
prevailing. In this cvent, I was furnished with a
full power to ncgotiate a treaty of the nature indi-
cated.

JHis lordship was candid in reply. He said, that
he could hold out no encouragement towards a
treaty so comprchensive ; too many interests hm.lg
upon their colonial dominion in the quarter men-
tioned ; 1t would operate like a revolution in their
commercial system; but I might be assured, that
the determination of Great Britain not to bring the
trade of those islands and colonies under such, or
any arrangements by treaty., arose from no un-
friendly feeling. It was only continuing a policy
long established; hence, no complaints would be
made if the United States adopted countervailing
mcasures; more especially if, not being vindictive,
they were merely based upon fair competition. 1
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replied, that the latter was the spirit alone, in' which
they would be resorted to; that as Great Britain
guarded her commercial interests very scrupulously,
and in connexion with them, those of her tonnage.
the United States must do the same.

This subject being for the present disposed of,
I passed to others. A time of general peace, as
lately intimated by his lordship, seemed, I said, the
proper time for settling points which, although of
no immediate importance, were highly so in the
futurc. The President was therefore desirous to
take advantage of 1t, in the hope of being able to
arrange the most important of this doscription ;
such as, trade with the colonies of cnemies during
war ; the trade between colonics and the parent
country ; that from port to port of an encmy; the
list of articles contraband ; the doctrine of block-
ade, and the question of impressment.  Past expe-
rience had shown the tendency of conflicting opin-
ons on.these points, to embroil neutrals and
helligerents; it had been unhappily too much the
casc as between Great Britain and the United
States; the scason when both parties were free
from the excitements of momentary feeling or in-

terest, was auspicious to attempts for adjusting
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them ainicably, and I was empowered to enter into
negotiations upon them all.

His lordship replied by concurring in the fitness
of the time to the objects stated. He first spoke of
blogkade. Upon this point he believed the two go-
vernpienfs were agread, and asked if they were not?”
I said that my government was satistied with the
definition of blockade adopted by England in Lord
St. Helen’s convention with Russiz, of 1801 ; but
that it was the President’s desire to have the point
piaced upon an exact footing, by compact between
the two nations.  Not much passed upon this, and
scarcely any thing upon other points, both of us
ugri:cing, that even if there could be an understand-
ing upon them all, a treaty would be of little value
that did not also comprehend that of impressment.
To this qucst.ion hie thercfore came, as of absorbing
unportance.

1115 one, profinent in past negotiations petween
the two governments. 1 will therefore, before stat-
ing what was said on this first ‘occasion of its being
broached under wmy mission, offer some general ac-
count of it. Tt may be understood by those who
are not politicians, and its peculiarity may perhaps
mmpart to it in the cyes of such, some sharce of in-
tercst. To many of the'.rishlg generation it s also
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in a great measure new, and to be learncéd only
through numerous and detached state papers, pot
always at command, but in the libraries of public
men.

Great Britain, as a measure of state policy, im-
‘presses her seamen to serve nn board her ships of
war; in other words, takes them by force. The
practice is one with which other nations have no-
thing to do, as long as it is confined to British sca-
men, tho British dominions, or the decks of British
vesscls upon the seas. It may secm at variance
with the high standard of personal rights upon
which her laws arc [ounded in other respects ; but
that consideration is wholly for herself.

" Butshe claims the right of scarching the vessels
of other nations upon the high scas, for her sea-
men; and here begins the causc of complaint. For,
how can the claim ever be enforced consistently
with what is due to other nations? *

Let the steps by which the enforcement proceeds,
be attended to. A DBritish frigate in time of war
meets an American merchant vessel at 'sca, boards
her, and, under terror of her guns, takes out one of
the crew. The boarding licutenant asserts, and
let it be admitted, believes, the man to be a Briton.
By this procceding, the ru‘l'es observed in deciding
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upon any other fact where individual or national
riglts are at stake, arc overlooked. The licuten-
ant is accuser and judge. 1Te decides upon his own
view, instantly.  ‘The impressed man is foreed into
the -I'rigntse’s boat, and the case ends.  There is
no appeal, no trial of*any kind; more important
still, there is no remedy, should it appear that a
wrong has been committed. |

Far different is the mode of proceeding if an
Amecrican merchant vessel be stopped and éxanin-
ed at sea under' circumstances snbjecting her 1o
suspicion as prize of war. In the latter case, the
boasding oflicer sends the vessel into port under
accusation. IMacts are inquired into judicially, and
both parties heard.  Both have ample opportunity
of bringing fogward proofs.  Should the tribunal
decide that no lawlul cause of secizure existed, the
vessel is restored, the captors arc answerable in
damages, and there are adequate modes of making
themn pay.  If; on the other hand, the man seized
be in fact no, Briton, thc most that he can cver
hope for.is, merely to be rcleased. This can only
take place after he has Dbeen kept an indefinite
Jength of time on hoard the frigate, put to duty,
and perhaps made to fight. He may be slain in
battle. . Jf this fate does mot await him, his .sﬁbsc-

26
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quent liberation, from the nature of the case, can
only be cffected at a distant day, and 1s not. cer-
tain at last. e way not be’able whilst on board
the frigate, to obtain documents to show that he
is not a Briton. [le may be translerred to some
other vessel of war.  Kven to trace him, threugh a
navy of vast size and scattered over all scas, must
become to his country or triends a difficult, ofien a
hopeless task.  Should the chances, multiphied as
they arc against him, all turn out in his favour,
and the order for his discharge *be finally obtain-
cd, where is his action for damages: where hiy
remedy for loss  of liberty? for an' ontrage. 0
terrible, upen all his feelings and rights? e has
none.’

A claim so ex parte m the whole cuforcement,
so intrinsicaily open to error, and the ervor if com-
mitted so fatal, cannot, it should scem, rest upon
public law. 'The United States say that it does
not. Fhey have never denw 1o Great Britain the
right of scerch. They allege however that this
means scarch for cnemy’s property, or articles con-
traband of war, not scarch for men.” They say that
no public code or other adequate authority, has
ever established the latter as an international right.

IF ity exercise by any other state than Great Britain
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can be shown, the instances arc averred to be too

fewe and too devoid of the cvidences of general

conscnt, to have made it part of the law of nations.

Troops indeed, or men in the military service of

the.enemy, may be taken out of a neutral vessel at

sm;.but.this is whotly diffcrent from impressing
seamen, )

Great Britain places her .cluim on the ground of
natural aflegiance.  She alleges, thd, by a princi-
ple of universal law, a man owes this kind of alle-
giance to the country of his birth; that he never
can shake it ofl'; that as his country protects him,
s may dtmand his services in rewrn; especially
m time of war. .

The United States reply, that the princtple of
natural allegiance, however cherished by some
states, 13 not universal.  Sir William  Blackstone
in his commentarics, so able and masterly for the
most part, lays it down as universal; bat e refers
for support, only to the writers of England. Puf-
fendorf holds that allegiancc.may be put off; so
do Grotjus and Bynkershoek. 1If we choose to go
as far back ag the Justinian code, we shall there
find the same doctrine.  The principle of perpetual
allegiance may be held §acrcd by Britain; it may
be of the highest practjcal importance under her
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own system; but the United States say, that its
operation should be confined to her own territarial
dominions, and decks of her own merchant vesscls.
There is scarccly an important principle of public
law that has not, at onc time or other, had place in
“treatics among liuropean states, the better to de-
fine or regulate it. 'This is especially the casc
with principles that belong to maritime affairs.
Would a right of such concern to all nations using
the sca,as that of a sovercign to enforce the alle-
giance of his own subjects in neutral vesscls on its
broad highway, have altogether escaped notice in
these solemn instruments between states ? Yetit x5
believed that»no trcaty contains any thing in rela-
tion to it.

The United States have been exposed to griev-
ances from the exercise of this claim by Britain,
heavier perhaps than ever fell to the lot of an inde-
pendent nation. It springs from a cause rooted in
naturce, and irrcversible; tlic resemblance of their
seamen to those of England. Their language,
dress, sea-phrases, cvery thing, arc alike. To dis-
criminate, is in most cases impossible. Of this,
the proof is incontestible, and here follows.

Britain disavows, unequivocally, all claim to im-
press from American ships, any other scanen than
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lier own. Tler scnse of justice would not allow
her to sct up any pretence of claim to take Ameri-
cans ; yet these sl unavoidably docs take, and in
numbers suflicient to surprisce those not informed
upon the subject.

From a report maxlc to congress by the secretary
of state in April 1816, it appeach, that the im-
pressed Amcrican scamen on board of British
armed ships at the commencement of the war of
IRL2, a war occasioned chicfly by this cause,
amounted to *one thousand four hundred and
twenty-two. Here is no exaggeration. The fact

wegmes from the archives of Britain. It is taken
trom official lists, furnished by functionaries of the
British govermnent to the Amcrican agent for
prisoners of war in London.  These men had® been
transferred from English ships to English prisons,
on the breaking out of the war, or daring its pro-
gress. ¢ .

Furthermore.  Britain, at a former period, libe-
rated one_thousand one hundred and thirty-two
Americans who had been impressed prior to the
month of September, 1801. This fact also rests
upon the authority of British archives, and was
included in the same report to Congress.  On the
impregsment of all these "Americans, the ‘British
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boarding oflicers must have believed they were
taking their own subjects; else they took them
knowing them to he Americans. Hence the dif-
ficulty not to be surmounted, of distinguishing
Amcrican from Dritish scamen.

" What then do we learn? neore than Two taou-
SAND FIVE IIUNDRED AMERICAN orrizens, confessedly,
the sufterers under this practice ! and #ms by no
means the whole ist. — All were clearly Americans.
No Bntish scaman, naturalized in the Umted
States, was cver, il impressed, given back agam.
Can Dritain, whose pride and spirit have raised her
to greatness, and who must know how o respeets
such qualitics 1 other nations, can she for a mo-
ment, wbnder, that a practice leading to such con-
sequeffees, should excite the deepest sensation in
the United States ?

She complains, that she is aggricved by the
number of her scamen who get mto the merchant
service of the United States, thiough our naturali-
zation laws and other causes. This takes from
her, she alleges, the right arm of her defence.
Without her navy, her existence, no less than her
glory, might be cendangered. It is therefore vital

to both, that, when war comes, she should reclaim
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her seamen from the vessels of a nation where
they are so frequently found.

[ have incidenthlly remarked in another place,
that the naturalization laws of the United States
age less favourable to foreigners than is gencrally
supposz(], and less ¢han those of some of the prin-
cipal states in Furope. Englnml' has  statutes,
unless recently rcpeulcd,. under which foreigners
serving only two years in her navy, hecome natu-
ralized ; which isegoing' much beyond any facilities
afforded by the United States.  Asto other causes
that may bring her scamen to their vessels, the

sllpited States can only reply, that they do not en-
tice them. Scamen arc birds of+passage ; now
geen under one flag, then another.  Thode of the
United States sometimes seck voluntarily the ser-
vice of other nations, as those of other nations
voluntarily seck theirs, 'The British navy, it is
well known, Is manned by a large proportion of
foreign scamen. Some  go there of *their own
accord. The decks of all nations show, more or
less, an intermingling of the scamen of all; but
no country'is more desirous of cmploying their
native scamen than the United States. They
know the value of Ifritish scamen ; nevertheless,
they gprefer their owp, “And why should it be
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thought that they have not cnough of their own,

as any other country whose interests and pursuits

have long been maritime? New England alone is

morc populous than were the Dutch when their

sailors carried terror to the shores of the Medway;

and she is as maritime. Her farms are upon the

ocean, said onc of her statesmen, and she gathers

her harvests from every sca. How numerous her

sailors were as long ago as when she made part of
the Britishi cmpire, British statistics of that day

may attest. This great nursery, passing by all

other districts of a country with a vast sea coast,

is perhaps sufficient to give to the United States as
large a stock:of scamen as they require. The

supply, as in other ficlds, meets the demand. If
cver interrupted by temporary causes, things soon

return to this their natural basis.

The United States not only desire to foster their
own scamen, but have gone farther. ' In the hope
of terminaiing the disscnsion ubout impressment,
they have shown a willingness, as the progress of
this work will attest, to cxclude British seamen
cntirely from their service. They do not desire
to hide the fact that thcy come to it, often in large
numbers. It is a fact however, which British re-
cords will also attest, that the number of Rritish
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seamen regained by impressment out of the vessels
ok the United States falls far bechind the number
of Americans takén in their stead. Under this
view alone of the practice, apart from all others,
the injury to the United States is greater than the
benefit “to Britain s though what American but
would blush at the bare hinting of such an argu-
ment ! ,

It 15 not immaterial to remarh, that impress-
ment, as a measuve merely under the English laws,
and as exercised only in England, has a tendency
to drive her seamen into the merchant service of
*hg United*States on the breaking out of war. Obe-
dient as the impressed British scamen may be to
discipline, when once on board a man of * war of
his country, and brave in battle, it is not in human
nature that he should like to be impressed. It is
notorious that he docs not. He drecads it; he
trics to hide ffom the press-gang. His hold spirit
would resist if he could ; and sometimes he secks
foreign decks to get out of the way.

There is another heavy evil resulting to the Uni-
ted States. The voyages of their merchant vessels
are sometimes broken up by impressment ; for it is
not to be supposed that they carry extra hands.
Hence,avhen men are._tak'en out of their-vessels

7
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upon the high seas, it may happen, and has hap-
pened, that not cnough are left for their safe nayi-
gation; and they have been compelled to make
ports, other than of their first destination.

The foregoing is an outline of the question, in
its main features. It may serve to give some idea
of the manner in which it operates upon the United
States. As between the two nations, it is a ques-
tion sui genris. Lo both, it is of the last import-
ance. 'The diplomatic history of,the United States
will show how repeated and carrest have been
their endeavours to settle it. The joint mission
to London in 1806, when Mr. Monros and Mr.
Pinkney wereour negotiators, could effect nothing
on thisepoint; and Mr. King’s effort in 1803, suc-
cessful in all other respects, was at Jast frustrated
by Great Britain insisting on reserving her right to
impress “within the narrow seas. To this doctrine
of the mare clausum of her Sclden, in opposition to
the mare -liberum of Grotius, the United States
werc not prepared to assent. They never can
assent to it.

Ireturn to my interview with Lora Castlercagh.
He remarked that intrinsic as were the difficul-
ties respecting impressment, his desire was sincere
to seer them removed; and his efforts to remove
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them,‘woul(.l be given with earncstness. I assured
lijin, that, under all my instructions, my efforts
would be equally %incere and carnest. "The con-
versation proceeded. We adverted to the princi-
ples maintained by our respective countries. He
said, that the abuse of the practice, for he freely
admitted its abuse, had been the result of the pecu-
liar state of the world, all Lurope having been at
war, and America ncutrz.ll. He did not believe
that the desire ta, enforce their right to.the same
extent, would exist in future; or that it would be
drawn into excreise at all, if means could be de-

vised to koep their men out of our vessels. 1 said,
that the question never could be put to rest as long
as a British naval officer was allowed to master an
Amcrican crew upon an American deck, to look
for British scamon, Besides the indignity of this,
so felt by all America, the inevitable consequences
to which it mast lead of subjecting  Amgricans to
seizurc instead of Britons, would preclude for ever
all hope of adjustment. The hest mode we could
devise of k'ceping British officers from our vessels
on such erratds, was that which he had hinted at;
namely, to keep British seamen away altogether.
This we were desirous to do, as far as in our
power._ T promised tof"urmsh him with a proposal



212 RESIDENCE AT THE [1818.

to this cffect ; and he, that it should have a liberal
consideration.

His lordship next spoke of the slave trade. The
government of Great Britain felt, he said, an increas-
ing desire, that the government of the United
States should lend itself to the measures of regula-
tion going forward in Europe, for its extirpation.
These were, mainly, a reciprocal submission to the
right of search for slaves; and a limited number of
the armed vessels of each of the maritime states,
to be ecmpowered to scarch. It was contemplated
to form out of an association of these, a specics of
naval and international police in the African seas,
from which the hest effects were anticipated. No
unusual, structure or appearances in the vesscls
searched; no presence of irons or other presmmy-
tions of guilty intention; nothing but the actual
finding of slaves on board, was to authorize a sei-
zure and detention.  Great Britain bad lately urged
France on this subject; but her consent could not,
for obvious rcasons, be made known, until the mili-
tary occupation of her territory ceased. A recent
vote, however, in both her chambersy on the prin-
ciple of abolition, his lordship added, might safely
be taken as a pledge of future co-operation. T re-
plied, that I was destitute of instructions on the
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subject, but %ould inform my govcrnment of all that
he said; adding that the United States had long
heen awake to thesevils of the slave trade; that
they had been the first nation to abolish it, (unless
Nenmark had led the way) and had dirccted against
it the pemalties of their own laws.

Belore we separated, his lovdships spoke of the
Jate offer of Britain, through her minister at Wash-
ington, to mediate in our &lairs with Spain,  Al-
thongh the oller h.ul been refused, he (lcsncd to
Assure me, 1lmt the refusal was taken m 1o un-
friendly part; the less, from its conciliatory man-
ner.  Britgin had in like manner refused the media-
on of Russia, offered during the late war with
the United States, without any unﬁ:iond]y. fecling
towards Russia, or any question of her impartial
dispositions.” e was about to say somcthing
further on the aflairs of Spain, but the hour being
tete, deferred i§.

April 12, After my interview with Lord Cas-
tereagh yosterday, I dined at Mr. Wilberforce’s.
Of thé company, werc Lord Teignmouth, Lord
Rocksavage, Lord Gambier, Mr. Babbington of the

House of Commons, Mr. Neal, with others, ladies
as well as gentlemen. '
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Many inquiries were made about the United
States; their commerce, revenue, population, litera-
ture, and' state of religion. Acfriendly spirit char-
acterized the inquirics and remarks.  Mr. Wilber-
force’s fame as a philanthropist and Christian, had
‘been known to me. His parliamentary labours
and those of*his pen, had probably been more dif-
fused over the United States than any other
country out of England. T expected to find him
grave; on the contrary, he was full of animation.
He led, without engrossing, the covversation.  His
manuer gave point to all that he said, and in his
voice there were peculiarly cloquent intonations. -
11e spoke of Mr. Pitt, with whom he had been at
school. He was remarkable, he said, for excelling
in mathematics; there was also this peculiarity in
his constitution, that he required a great deal of
slecp, seldom- being able to do with less than ten
or clevei hours; he would often «drop aslecp in
the TTouse of Commons; once he had known him
do so at scven in the evening, and sleep until day-
light. The easc with which some persons wrote,
and the labour that composition cost others, were
spoken of. Burke, Pitt, Windham, and Lord El-
lenborough, were all great bdloiters, he said; Burke
had begun a history of England, but gave_it over;
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what a’ mine‘ of reflection it would have contained,

he,added; Windham’s powers of conversation, ex-

ceeded, he thought,'those of Tox, Pitt, and all his

contemporarics ; he even went beyond Sheridan in

wit, One ol the company mentioned the name of
a gentleman who hadearge possessions in the West
Indies; there is, said Mr. Wilberforce, in gram-

mar, what they call a disjl.mctivc conjunction; so

there is in society ; it is thus with that geutleman

and me, he is so great a slave holder; but we do

very well when ave meet; we pass by topics upon

which we should not agree, and exchange the small
shot of corwersation. 'The income tax being men-
tioned, he remarked, that having bernc it once,
they could bear it again; it yiclded fiftcen illions

a year, which would he good for a new loan of
three hundred millions.

"These things all flowed from him very happily.
Lord Teignmotth and others, made theiy contri-
butions. We were invited and arrived at an carly
hour; but it was midnight when we got home, s0
agrecably liad the time passed. Most of the com-
pany were public professors of religion, always the
more attractive, when in alliance, as on this occa-
sion, with genius and accomplishments.
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April 13. Dincd at the Earl of Hardwicke’s.
Lord Somers was of the party. Fnglish historizal
names as met in daily society, vividly arrest the
attention of Americans; more, it may be supposed,
than that of any other foreigners. On this occa-

“sion I could not forget that'I was with names of
renown in the law; Lord HHardwicke being the
grandson of the lord chancellor of that title, and
Lord Somers a descendant of Lord Chief Justice
Somers.* The intercst was hecightened by portraits
of the two ancestors hanging in view, the families
having intermarried. We had also Lord and Lady
Caledon, Lady Somers, Lady Catharinc IHalket,
Admiral Sir Joseph Yorke, and Mr. Montagu.

The’ conversation turned upon France. Com-
mendation was freely bestowed. Before coming
to England, T had adopted an impression that the
English were not prone to speak of the merits of
their neighbours on the other side of the channel;
but I remark the contrary in the circles I {requent.
Another observation continues to force itself upon
me; their taste for forcign things. Among the
embellishments of the table this evening, were beau-
tiful ornaments in silver, obtained from Francec.
Although the French take the lead in many of the
finer ‘manvfactures, [ had supposed that English
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plate was preferred, from the more copious use and
menufacture of it in England, The F rulch use
more abundantly the: sumptuous porcelam The
English import that, in all its variety and costliness;
but I r(,nch plate it seems is also imported. - So it
will- alwa ys be with fations that are n[:ulcnt. Tired
even of their own forms of superlonty, tht,y seck
povelty from abroad. . ’

Sir Jogeph Yorke had heen reading some of the
official documents-published by Congress+hat treat
of our navy, artd made its condition the subject of
complimentary remarks. =~ . - S e

1t iy not® uncommon to hear that, at cntertain-
ments, there were all the luxuries of the seasor,.
In this metropolis, the remark might be reversed ;
I witness copstantly those out of season; as, at
this dinner, strawberries and pine apples ; recalling
the winter roses and summer snows of the Roman
poet; astive nives hyberne ‘rose. - 'We. had also
Tokay, that had been thirty yearsin his lordship’s
cellar; and, better than all, respectful things said
of our country, with other attractive conversation.

L N
3

April 16. We were at' Almacs’ last night, a
place of public resort fo the highest circles in Lon-

don, at r#hich balls are given. The younger part
- 28
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of the company danced; but thcy» were not the
most numerous part. Statesmen, cabinet minis-
ters and their ladics, peers, peeresscs, foreign
ambassadors and others, were preéent. In these
circles, all ages intcrmingle. Gibbon, writing
to Lord ghefﬁcld from Paris, says, that Horacc
Walpole gave him a letter to Madame du Defland,
“an agrecable young la(ly of cighty-two,” who had
constant suppers at her house, and the best com-
pany in Paris. ‘There may be seen in society in
London, and as part of its ornaments too, ladies
whom I should set down as not much short of that
mature age! It would be doing injustice to the
stronger secx,to suppose that they retirc from its
scenes sooncr; and all will agree, that where the
young never go into general society but by the
side of those who have gone before them, the whole
tone of conversatlon and manners is improved.
*'We got to Almacs’ after havmg been at Covent
Garden theatre, -to sce Miss.O'Neil’s Bianca. In
like manner, it is after the opera, that we go to the
weekly partics of Lady Castlereagh, (her cards of
invitation specifying that.time,) where are always
to be met a large portion of the most distinguished
of the home and foreign society in London. Nei-
ther the cpera nor Covent Garden break wp until



1818.] ) COURT OF LONDON, 219
. » \

twelve. Parties beginning at that midnight hour,
l#st until two and three o’clock. Mot of those
who have becn at them, ‘do not rise unt1l towards
noon of that day. About two, commences the roll
of-carnages, at siz the mornmg cends; then, scarce-
ly sooner, the thirongh of carriages, with guntlemcn
and ladies on horseback, disappear from the streets
and parks, the h’ourv of pregaration for dinner, being
at hand., This is no overdrawn account, but the
daily routine. Itseems.strange that health can be
preserved with such habits; . yet the men look hale,
the women blooming. ~Chiefly; they'are of a class,
numerous *beyond all example in England, whose
riches leave them at perfect leisure but mixed in
with them, are others; men of affairs, whose duties
are arduous, whose fame must be kept up by con-
stant intellectual exertion—cabinet ministers, par-
liamentary orators, :even’ chancellors and vice
chancellors. flow thesego. through it all, scems
more - strange. It is only by dlsclplme ‘and firm-
ness in the mind that it can pass suddenly from the
distragtion of such habits, to systematlc and labo-
riots investigationss *;T}ns kind- of life, it should be
added, does not contifiue throughout the year; it
opens, by degrees, in February, gets to its crisis in
May cr=June, and cndg with July. ’
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On the drop curtain at Covent Garden are scen
the flags of nations with whom England has boen
at wm——France, Spain, and other countries. They
are in a tattered state, and represented as in sub-
jection to England; that of the United %tates being
among them. 'The symbols are not h]StOl’lGdl]y
true, for when were ‘the United States subdued by
England? and if théyowere true, would be mis-
placed at such an cxhibition. Foreign nations do
not take-offence at such. things now-a-days, and
show theu' good, sense; but the age is not remote,
when their’ senmblhty was quicker. In the time of
Charles II. one of the reasons given by England
for a rupture with Holland was,. that a picture
of the*burning of the English ships at” Chatham,
by the Dutch, was permitted to be hung up in
the town house at Amsterdam., England bhas fame
enounh mﬂltary and, of all kinds, without strain-

ing in small ways a,ﬁer what doeé not belong to
her.
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CHAPTER -XIIL

WAGER OF BATTLE. INT};RVIEW WITH LORD CASTLE-
REAGH——IMPRESSMENT—UOURSE OF GREAT BRITAIN
AND THE UNITED STATES AS ‘BETWEEN $PAIN AND
HER cor.omns——umms nmwmﬁn 'rmaa UN[TED
STATES AND SPAIN, SAFETY 'OF DiP]E.OMAth COR-
KESPONDENCE. THE DRAWING RooM. BIRTH DAY
DINNER AT LORD CASTLEREAGH'S. '

April 16., Went to the court of King’s Bench
to hear the argument in_ the case of wager of
battle. The parties were present, and through the
courtesy of the Judgés, Thad a Seat on the bench,
next to Mr. Justice Bayley. On ‘his left was Lord
Chief Justice Ellenborough, occupylng the scat of
the Cekes, the Ha]es, the Maﬁsﬁelds. ) ‘To the left
of Lord Ellenboro e Mr. J ustlce Abbot,and
Mr. Justice Holroyd:"' If at. Lord Hardwicke’s T
was awake to the assogiations which the great legal
names “of England call up, the feeling cplild not
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decision; and, gencrally, the reasoning would be
tight.  Yet, it might have been thought, that, ima
case like this, long disuse added to obvious absur-
dity, would have worked the silent repeal of the
Jaw; according to the doctrlne of drsuctude undcr
the Roman code. o g
" In the end no battle was fought. A technical
flaw interposed to prevept it, and parliament passed
a repcaling statute. ~ But the case marks,an inci-
dent in Enghsh ]urlsprudence, having come ncar
to convcrtmO' ‘the court of King’s Bench into a
thcatre for prize fighting; a ring for « the fancy,”
as Slr Humphry Davy mtnnatcd '

- &

Aprzl 18., JIad an interview Wlth Lord Cast]e-
reagh. My ObJCCt was, to submlt a nmposal for
abohshmg» impressment.  Its nature will be seen
in the paper subjoined. It is not my gencral
design t() ingert coples of oﬂiclal papers, meaning
to. contem; myself when they come into view, with
making known their substancc and results. But
there may. be GYCQPUOIlb, and the subject: Qf' im-
pressment, from its ex mary importance, is
oue. I therefore give the™paper in its words, as
follow: . ‘
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“«Great Britain alleging a right to impress her
sqamen out of American vessels upon the high
scas, it follows, titat whenever a mode can be
devised for their previous cxclusion from American
vessels, the motive for the practice must be at an
end. Ifis believed ,that this may be cffected by’
cach nati()la imposing restraints upon the naturali-
zation of the scamen of the other, and recipro-
cally ¢xcluding from their service all scamen not
naturalized. If Gyeat Britain be allowed to natu-
ralize American scamen, the United Statcs must
be allowed to naturalize British seamen. Each
should be st liberty to aflord the same facilities, or
bound to interposc the same resgraints. The
greater the difficulty in acquiring the righteof citic
zenship, the casier will it be to avoid imposition,
and the morc complete the desired exclusion.  The
law of Congress of the third of March, one thou-
sand eight huadred and thirteen, of all thc provi-
sions of which, Great Britain may command the
benefit, will prove how sincercly the United States
desire to dettle this controversy on conditions sa-
tisfactory to «Great Britain. By that law it is
made indispensable fcﬁ'every British subject who
may hereafter become a citizen to reside five
years in_the United States without intermission,

’ 29



226 RESIDENCE AT THE [1818.

and so wmany guards arc interposed'to prevent
frauds, that it scems scarcely possible they should
be eluded.  No British subject wan be employed in
a public or private ship of the United States unless
he produce to the commander in the one case, and
to the collector ofthe port in the other, a ceruhed
copy of the dct by which he became nfltumh/(‘d
A list of the crew in the case of a T)l'lV{ltL ship, must
be taken, certitied, and ‘recorded by the collector;
and the consuls or commercial agents of Great
Britain may object to the employment of a scunan,
and have the privilege of attending the investiga-
tion relative to his citizenship. The ¢ommander
of a public ship receiving a person not duly quali-
fied, isito forfeit a thousand dollars, and the com-
mander or owner of a private ship, five hundred.
It is also madc a felony punishable by fine and im-
prisonment, for any person to forge or counterlfeit,
or to pass, or usc, any forged or ceunterfeited cer-
tificate of citizenship, or to sell or dispose of” one.
The United States will also be willing to provide
that every British subject desiring t6 become a
citizen, shall be bound to appcar in person before
the proper tribunal, oncé&year, for the term of
five years, until his right shall be completed, or
adopt. any other more prictical and satisfactory
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evidence that his residence within their territory
wis bona fide and uninterrupted, it being their sin-
ceve desire to empldy their own seamen only, and
exclude British. By requiring five years uninter-
rupted residence as the condition of citizenship, it
is confillently believed that, from considerations’
readily suggesting themselves, few if any British
scamen would be found to take advantage of it.
"The natare of a scaman’s life stands opposed to
any other conclusjon. [If, in some nstances, a resi-
dence should be commenced with a real intention,
at the time, of submitting to this condition, the
presumption is strong that, at the expiration of the
term, such a change of habits and prpspects would
be superinduced, as to lead to the abandonment
forever of the sea as an occupation. 1f the pro-
posal be accepted, the United States would fartlier
agree, that none of the British scamen who might
be within theis territory when the stipulation to
give it cffect was cntered into, without having al-
ready become citizens, should be admitted into ei-
ther their public or private ships, until they had
acquir'cd thes right, according to all the above
regulations. In retug-for them, a clear and dis-
tinct provision to be made by Great Britain against
impressypent out of American vessels.” .
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I accompanied the delivery of the paper with
renewed assurances to his lordship, of the Presi-
dent’s desire to see this cause 6f dissension forever
removed, and the expression of a hope that Great
Britain would see in the proposal no surrender of
*any right or interest important to her, whilst its
acceptance would guard the United States against
wrongs that were palpable.  Ile replied that he
would lay the proposal before the cabinet; that it
should hqve all the consideration due to its import-
ance, and, I'might be assured, in a conciliatory
spirit.

Leaving this subject in his hands, I reminded
him of his intention to speak on Spanish aflairs,
the thread of which he now resumed. Ile said that
Great Britain lamented the long continuance of the
contest between-Spain and her colonies; she had
done all in her power to heal it; nor would she re-
linquish her efforts, always desiing that Spain
should pursuc a liberal, not a narrow or exclusive
course; he meant, a course that would look largely
to the commercial emancipation of the colonies; in
particular, she would not be instrumental towards a
settlement of'the contest upon terms which, drawing
to herself peculiar advantages, would exclude the

United States, or any other nation, from a just
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participﬂtio;l in the trade of South Amecrica. He
hoped he might hear from me, tlat the United
States would be goVerned by il prinéip]cs.

[ replied that they were the principles which had
nv: nmh]y governed the United States,  They de-
bm'_d, as ardently as £ircat Britain, the termination
of this contest.  They considered it In the light of
a civil war, injurious to other nations, and, f-om
geogmpl.mical and other cm.lses, cspecially injurious
to the Umted States. The latter did nog lend aid
to .cither party, in men, money, or ships. Spain
made complaints; but they were unfounded.  The
United Stetes maintained as strict a neutrality as
was possible; they considered each party as hav-
mg all the rights of war as between themselves; and
as against other powers; if any of their seafaring
or other po{ml:u ion gave illegal aid to cither party,
they did it at their peril; they were subject to belli-
gerent capturesby the party injured, and to prosccu-
tion under the laws of the United States; who, the
better to enforce neutral conduct upon their citi-
zens, had ‘special statutes annexing penaltics to a
departure frot it; if the colonics finally prevailed,
the United States not‘%fy did not seek, but would
not, by treatics or other compacts, accept, any cx-
clusive advantages; these they knew would-create
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jealousy in other nations; and all therefore that
they desired was, fair competition.  Such were the
maxims of the United States; they had becn made
known to the world, and there was no reason to
think they would be departed from.

His lordship asked if I knew whether my govern-
ment had givén notice to Spain of its intention to
take possession of Amelia ixland. I said that T did
not; nor did T know that it would have been prac-
ticable. 'T'hat island had been taken, not from
Spain, but those who had previonsly wrested it
from her. 1t adjoined territories of the Union ; an
cxpedition had been set on foot against it, osten-
sibly by the public enemies of Spain, viz. some of
her colonics warring against her; but, in fact, by
an irregular force from all countries, with such aid
as could clandestinely be drawn from the United
States in spite of prohibitory statutes. 'This force
took the island, and the Spanish awthorities at the
Ilavana strove, but without success, to get it back.
It became a rendezvous for free-booters, smugglers,
renegado slaves, and an cntrepot for tresh slaves
from Africa. To put a stop to these, and other
enormitics upon their borde, the United States sent
a small naval and military force to take possession
of the:island.  They held it"subject to a proper ac-
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countability® to thosc best entitled to call upon
them, not doubting that the world would see in the
measure nothing beyond a necessary precdution for
the security of their commuerce, and maintaining
the aathority of their laws.  His lordship assented
to .t]lc strength of thgse motives. :

Tle inguired, lastly, if I was acquahted with the
intentions of my government as to the reception of
deputics from the colonics ‘of Spain.

I replied, that, up to the time of my leaving
Washington, nq representatives of the colonies had
been received in any official capacity. Informal
agents had arrived, and been informally listened to.
Spain complained of this, and had eyen demanded
that the United States should exclude from their
ports the flags of Mexico, Carthagena, Bucnos
Ayres, and® other provinces in resistance.  The
demand was  thought unreasonable, especially
whilst the Uni¢ed States had, as they conceived,
long and just causes of complaint ag:lin.st Spain.
Some of these I recapitulated. 1. Questions of
territory, drowing out of the purchase of Louisiana
from Francepby the United States, in regard to
which Spain still failed o' do them justice. 2. TTer
sudden and violent interruption of the trade of the
United Statcs descending the Mississippi, by cut-
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ting ofl’ the right of depositc at New OUrleans, be-
fore Louisiana belonged to the United States. 3.
Her ncgléct to award compensaiion to the citizens
of the United States for spoliations during the
wars of the French revolution, although a treaty
had attested their title to it—a treaty signed by
her own Mintster at Madrid, but from which her
government withheld its ratification.  These things
I brought into view, not in the expectation of any
opinion upon them from Lord Castlercagh, but
that the forbearing policy of the, United States
towards Spain might be the better appreciated.
His lordship expressed a hope, that all our differ-
cnces with that power might be satisfactorily ac-
commodated. T joined in the hope, saying, that
the desirc of my government not to disturb the
gencral peace, was steady, and sincere, and that it
would leave nothing undone in the way of further
negotiations, carncst as had been the past.

called on me. He had

April 21. Count
requested an interview.

After a few introductory words, ke asked if T
was aware that the Lnglish government watched
foreign ministers. 1 asked how? He said, by
having: persons in its service. Watched them in
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what wuys.?‘ I all ways; was I sure of my ser-
vants ; did I lock up my manuscripls ; difl I send
wy letters throngh the post ofice! T said yos, as
to the two last; and as to my servants, 1 hired
thgm as others did, alter learning theiv characters.
Was 1 .s:m' they weres ot in seercd pay?  Not sure
1 said; dud hie Lnow it?  Nor /m.silil.'rly; he could
bring a0 proof ; it awas a business thal kept proof
out of sieht. Tad he beard anything, 1 ashoed!?
No, but ke had becn long in London, and heard
covernmand with an oul-

ol
side of candor, kncw how lo work under ground;

mueh on (s snbject ; the

it thenee bleame an adept in intrigue by sceming to
be open. But would he let me inter the grounds
of his suspicion in 1y case; what whispefs were
there ? 1[;.&/(.))‘y enlioghtened us much, he said ; did
not Walpole expend a million in secret serviee moncy
~had the English government so changed since, as
to be abore all s’milar practices! .

1 replied that little would be gained by watching
me. My govvrmnom was not onc of mystery.
Those_in its service, had to act and write, under
the responsiliility of publication at home; their
sccrets would thus come back to England, more
fully than servants, or.the post office, ('oul(.l detail
them.  Nevertheless, he rejoined, the American

' 30
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and Russian legations were the two most watched ;
he belicved so, and desired 1o render me a service
by putting me on my grard. 1 thanked him, but
said I was slow to belicve. The English govern-
ment had its faults; but not of that kind. Why
not? Because it was against the genins of the
government and people ; they publicly debated all
that they did, and printed all that they said;
twenty folios would scarcely contain the matter an-
nually sent forth by parliament about their finances,
trade, foreign relations, army, navy, every thing;
into their public offices, any onc might go; into
their barracks, arsenals, or any other defiot.  Their
press too was cvery where ferreting out every
thing. * But what did all that prove? Nothing, I
said, if he had special facts to make good his
suspicion; but, in the abscnce of them, it led
towards the conclusion, that a nation so carcless
of concealment in its own affairs, would be little
inclined to bribe the servants of a forcign minister.
What then had Walpole done with his million
sterling ? That was more than I could say; every
government, however open, had a sécret fund ; the
government of the United States had one; some

of Walpole's went to pay newspapers we were
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told, which would be foolish in thesc days, if not
n his,

'Y (]
I do not know that I changed the opinions of
my visitant. Ic spoke on other subjects and left

me, afte having stayed an hour.

April 23. Went to the drawing-room. We
had the hoops and plumes as heforc; the same
spectacle in the hall, up-stairs, and going to the
palace. Tt was one to bear repeating. The com-
pany was cven mor¢ numerous; and it proved,
shall T add, the last of the hoops ?

The qnzzcn was on a velvet clevation, as at
the drawing room in Fcbruary. 1 stood next
to'the Duke of Sussex, a few fect from her: He
named to me those who passed along. The
anxious countenances as the line slowly advanced ;
the varicgated and brilliant dresses ; the silence—
increasing as thc moment of presentagion ap-
proached ; the graceful timidity when at last the
youthful fair curtsied before the Queen, gave to
this real scene whatever imagination might picture.
Close by me was the Duke of Bourbon,—pale,—si-
lent,—accustomed to Chantilly,—to Versailles,—
even hestood gazing in admiration. It was the fine
sensibility of a Condé, tquched by the female beauty
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of England. Pcnsive, though placid, it secmed,
even at such a time, as if the remembrance of his
son, the duke d’Enghicn, was stealing into his
thoughts. Among the attractions of the day wcre,
Lady. Elizabeth Levison Gower, Miss Scymour,
."Lady Georgiana I"ane, Lady Emily Bathurst,—one
of whom was arrayed in roses and silver, whilst all
had the waving plumes. It was the first presenta-
tion of all, and the queen scemed cordially to
welcome .them.
This was also a birth day drawing room, in
honor of the Prince Regent, whose birth day,
- however, comes in August, but is not-then cele-
brated. The conjecturc ran that not fewer than
two thousand personswerc present.  We got duvm
stairs as we could, through fulle, gold net, those
romantic barricades—the hoops—and other glitter-
ing entaﬁglemcnts which beauty threw in the way.
In'the, cvening, Lord Castlereaga gave a grand
dinner. He was himself unwell, and not at table.
His brother, Lord Stewart, did the honors. At
the foot, were the Earl of Clanwilliam and M.
Planta; the former, private secretary of Lord Cag-
tlereagh, the latter under secrctary of state; both
enjoying his confidence and esteem. Lord Stew-
; art gave the Prince Regent as a toast. The com-
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pany rose a; they drank it. A few minutes after-
wards, prince Esterhazy gave Lord Castlereagh,-:
which was received in like manner. In each case,
the name alonc was mentioned. Among a great
vaxiety of wines, there 'was dry champagne non
mousscuz, said to have been the favczurite wine of
Napoleon; also Tokay a present to Lord Castle-
rcagh from one of the croyned heads.
¥ % % % % said to me at this dinner, that he be-
licved the United States might obtain an island in
the Mediterranean, if desired. 1 said that our in-
terests were not Luropean. Did we' not keep a
squadron there, he asked? I replied that we did;
only however to guard our commerce from Africag
sirares:: How long would we continuc that *policy ?
Always, I remarked, rather than pay tribute. Had
we no treaty with Algiers by which our commerce was
to go free, without tribuie? Yes; but the Dey gave
us to understahd, what might have been inférred,
. that he would abide by it no longer than he could
help it; he had signed the treaty to save his fleet
from attack in his harbour; an enterprise that had
been resolved upon by the United States, prior to
Lord Exmouth’s bombardment of ‘hiSAtOVV‘IIl, from
that time we had kept a naval force in the Mediter-
ranean, strong cnough as was believed, to" check?
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" his.  Then, would not this policy make it desirable to
to have a station for our ships,and for supplies? 1
rephed that our squadron readily obtained supplies

- from friendly ports, paying in specie which it took
:out, or bills on London, was not this safer than, to
Tun the risk of excltmg jealousy, perhaps of expos-
ing our purpose itself to frustration, by attempts to
get footing in the Mediterranean? He said that
he was under the belief that we might obtain Lam-
pedosa in.a manner to avoid oljcction; he meant
the use and occupation of that island, Nuples re-
taining the sovereignty over it. To such a trans-

_ fer he did not see that Spain, England, Trance, or
any power, could object. That might change, I
said, sbme aspects of the question; stifl ‘it

" might be stumbling-blocks. Hcre our conversation
closed.

After we came out from dinner, into the draw-
ing rooms, Baron de Gerning, attached to the suite
of the Prince of Hesse Tlomberg, spoke to me of
the great dnd good Washington. So he called

“ him. The United States were far removed, he said,

5 “from his part of Germany; but virtue was of all
countnes, and all revered it in the illustrious foun-

. de‘r” of mine. ' ‘T had conversation with Admiral
g,Van aer Cappellan, who commanded se ably the
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Dutch ships that fought with Lord Exmouth at

Algiers.  He had becn on board the United States

squadron in the Mediterranean, under Commodore

Chauncey. There was, he said, throughout every:
part of it, a discipline and completeness thaf“éx-'
cited his admirationt It is always grateful to

hear the things of one’s country so spoken of
abroad.
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CITAPTER.XIV.

T»H'E DAILY PRLSS. ENGIéISH AND T'RENCH PORCI I AIN,
ANNUAL EXHIBITION AT THI ROYAL ACADCMY. PUB-
LIC SOGICTIES. DINNELR AT TIIK MARQUIS OF LANS-
DOWNE'S. EVEDNING ENTLCRTAINMENL AT CARL1ON

HOUSE., DINNER AT DR. PINCKARD’S.

k]
-

« April 29. " A country 18 not to be understood by
a few ‘months residence m it. So mae, Luinp
nent parts go to make up the grand total, where
civilizatjon, and freedom, and power, arc ona large
scale, that the judgment gets perpleved. It pauses
for re-examination. It must be slow m commg to
conclusions, if it would be nght. Often 1t must
change them. A member of the diplomatic corps,

: po en!ightened and shrewd obscrver, said to me a
few days ago, that, at the end of his first year, he

ﬂhough‘t he knew England very well; when the

A ear had gone by, he began to have doubts ;
" aifd that now, after a still longer time, his opinions
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were more unsettled than ever. Some he had
changed ontn'c]y, others had undcrgone modifi-
cation, and he knew not what fate was befm% the
rest.

JThere was reason in his remark. If it Wt
contrud.wtory, I would say, that he showed '
good judgment in appearing to have at present no
judgment at all. The stranger sees in England,
prospeuity the mnost amazing, with what seems to
strihe at the rood of all prosperity. Tlg sces the
most profuse cpenditure, not by the nobles alone,
but large classes besides; and throughout classes
far larger,*the most resolute industry supplying ifs
demands and repairing its waste ; taxation strained,
t~ . ~trost, with an ability unparalleled to meet
it; pauperim that is startling, with public and
private charity muhficent and unfailing, to feed,
tlothe, and house 1t, the boldest freedom, with sub-
mission to law; ignorance and crime g0 widely
diflused as to appal, with genius, and learning, and
virtue to reassure; intestine commotions perpetu-
ally prgdict.ed, and ncver happening ; constant com-
plamts of poverty and suffering, with constant
ncrease in aggregate wealth and power. These
are some of the anomalies which he'sees. How is
he then at once to pass ;.1pon them all? he, a strari- :

31
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ger, when the forcmost of the natives in knowledge
and intelligence, do nothing but differ after study-
ing them a lifc-time; when in every journal, cvery
book, every pamphlet that comes out about Eng-
‘lﬁﬁd politically, he rcads scarcely any thing but
conflicting assertions, conflicting opinions, conflict-
ing conclusions; when this is alike the case: in their
parliamentary speeches—even in the very state-
ments and evidence contained in the elaboratc
rcports cmanating from the samt body.
One of the things that strikc nie most, is their
daily press. I live north of Portman square, nearly
. three miles from the House of Commons. By ninc
dn the morning, the newspapers arc on my break-
fast tablec, containing the debate of the proveding
night. This is the casc, though it may have lasted
until one, two, or three in the morning. There is
no disaI;pointment ; hardly a typographical error.
The speeches on both sides arc §iven with like
care and fulness; a mere rule of justice to he sure,
without which the paper would have no credit; but
fit to be mentioned where party fccling always
runs as high as in England.
This promptitude is the result of what alone
could produce it; an unlimited command of sub-
dividedl labour of the hand and mind. «The pro-
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prictors of the great newspapers, cmploy as many
stenographers as they want. Onc stays until his
sheet is full; Te proceeds with it to the.printino‘
office, where he is soon followed by another W;gl
his; :md so on, until the last arrives. Thua
debate as it advances is in progress of prmtmg,'
and when finished, is all in type but "the last part.
Somectimes it will occupy twelve and fourtcen
broad, closcly-printed, columns. The proprictors
enlist the most able pens for editorial articles; and
as eorrespondents, from different parts of Europe.
Their pecuniary ability to do so, may be judged of
from the fact, that the leading papers pay to the
government an annual tax in stamps, of from
ieonty to fifty thousand pounds sterling. { have
been told that some of them yicld a profit of fiftcen
thousand pounds stetling a year, after paying this
tax, and all expenses. The profits of « The Times,”
arc said to heve excecded cightcen thousand a
year. The cost of a daily paper to a regular sub-
scriber, 18 about ten pounds sterling a year; but
subdmswn comes in to make.them cheap. They
are c1rculated'by agents at a penny an hour in
London. When a few days old, they are sent to
‘the provincial towns, and through the country, at
reduced pxices.  In this manner, the parliameéntary
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debates and proceedings, impartially and fully re-
ported, go through the nation. The ncwspaper
sheet is suited to all this scrvice, being large, the
paper substantial, and type good. Nothing can
exceed the despatch with which the numergus
'impressions are worked off, the mechaniczil opera-
tions having reached a perfection calculated to as-
tonish those who would examine them.

‘What is done in the courts of law, is digsemina-
ted in the,samc way. FEvery argument, trial, and
decision, of whatever nature, or belore what-
ever court, gocs immediately into the newspapers.
There is no delay. The following morning ushers
it forth. I took the liberty of remarking to onc of
the judges, upon the smallness of the rooms—~x
which the courts of King’s Bench and Chancery
sit, when the proccedings were so interesting that
great numbers of the public would like to hear
them.  « We sit,” said he, “every duy in the news-
papers”  How much did that answer comprehend !
what an increase of responsibility in the judge!
I understood, from a -source not less high, that the
newspapers arc as much to be relicd upon, as the
books of law reports in which the cases are after-
wards published; that, in fact, the newspaper re-
port is apt to be the best, ]f)eing generally the most
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full, as well as quite accurate. If not the latter,
the newspaper giving it would soon fall igto disre-
pute, and give way to more accuratc competitors.
Hence, he who kceps his daily London paper, hag,
at the year's end, a volume of the annual law ’re-
ports of the kingdom, besides all other matter ;
and what variety, what entertainment, what a fund
of original discussion ang anecdote, does every
paper cqntain!

In the discussions, cditorial as otherwise, there
15 'a remarkable fearlessnecss. Things that in
Junius’ time would have put London in a flame,
and things”as well written, pass almost daily with-
out notice. Neither the sovereign flor his family.

. sr¢ spared.  Parliamaent sets the example, and the
newspapers follow.  Of this, the debates on the
royal marriages in the course of the prescnt month,
give illustrations. Therc are countries in which
the press is mdre frce, by law, than with ¢he Eng-
lish; for although they impose no previous re-
straints, their dcfinition of libel is so loose, that a
jury may make onc out of almost any thing; but
perhaps no where has the press, in point of fact, so
much latitude.

Every thing goes intp the newspapers. Ip other
countriesj. matter of a public nature may be seen
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in them; here, in addition, you sce perpetually the
concerns of mere individuals. Docs a private gen-
tleman come to town, or take his dcparture for
Brighton? you hear it in the newspapers; docs he
‘build a house, or buy an cstate? they give the .in-
formation; does he entertain his fricnds; you have
all their names next day in type, with somctimes
also a list of the very dishes and courses; is the
drapery of a lady’s drawing room changed from
red damask and gold to white satin and silver? the
fact is publicly announced. So of a thousond other
things. 'The first burst of it all upon Madame de
Stael, led her to remark, that the English scemed
.to have realized the fable of living with a window
in their' bosoms. It may be thought that thissc
confined to a class, who, surrounded by the allure-
ments of.wealth, scck this kind of publicity to their
names and movements. If it were only so, the
class is lerge, beyond all parallel, iti England; but
its influcnce affects other classes, giving cach in
their way the habit. of allowing their personal in-
clinations and objects to be dealt with in print; so
that, altogether, these are thrown upon the public
to an cxtent without cxample in any other country,
ancient or modern.  'When the drama at Athens
took cognizance of private life, what wassaid be-
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came know;l first to a few listeners; then to a
small town; but j n three days, a London newspa-
per reaches every p'ut of the kingdom, and in threc
months cvery part of the globe. -
Some will supposc that the newspapers govern_
the country.  Nothimg would be more unfounded.
There is a power not only in the government, but
in the country itsclf abovg them. and this lics in
the cducgted classes. True, the daily press is of
the cducated class; for its conductors hold the pens
of scholars, often of statcsmen. Ilence, you sce
no editorial personalities; which, moreover, the
public wolld not bear. But what gocs into the
columns of newspapers, no matters from what,
cources, comes into contact with equals at leastin
nind among rcaders, and a thousand to one in
aumber.  The bulk 'of these are unmoved by what
newspapers say, if opposite to their own opinions ;
wlich passing ‘quickly from onc to another in a
socicty where population is dense, make head
against the daily press, after its first efforts are
spent upon.classes less enlightened.  Half the peo-
ple of Engladd live in towns, which augments
moral as physical power; the last, by strengthen-
ing rural parts throunrh demand for their products
—the firs¢, by sharpcnmrr intellect through oppor-
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tunitics of collison. The daily press could
master opposing mental forces, if scattered; but
not when they can combine. The gencral litcra-
ture of the country also rcacts against newspapers.
e permanent press, as distinct from the daily,
"teems with productions. There is a great.and
powerful class of authors always cxistent in Eng-
land, whose sway excceds that of the ncwspapers
as the main body the pioneers. The periodical
literature, is also effcctive; a match at least for the
ncwspapers, when its time arrives. It is more
~ elementary; less hasty. In a word, the daily
» press in England, with its floating capitdl in talents,
.zcal, and moncy, can do much at an onsct. It is
an organized corps, full of spirit and always rcady;
but there is a higher power of mind and influcnce
behind, , that can rally and defeat it. From the
latter source it may also be presumed, that a more
dcliberate judgment will in the cnu be formed on
difficult questions, than from the first impulses and
more premature discussions of the daily journals.
The latter move in their proper orbit by reflecting
also, in the end, the higher judgment by which they
have becn controlled. Such are some of the con-
'*ﬁéideragions that strike the stranger who reads their
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daily newspapers. They make a wonderful part of
the social system iP England. R
May 1. Wentto sce the collection of POYCQ‘}":%%{I
at Spode and Copeland’s Lincoln’s Inn ficlds. "It
1s onc of repute, the froprietors having an extensive
manufactory in Staffordshirc. They also ‘maoke
glass. Of the latter, they had in their collection
articles xccently made to order for the Prince
Regent.  Among them were decanters, the cn-
graving on which, particularly the coat of arras, was
so fine, that one of the proprietors said that his work-,
men could not work upon it more than half an
hour at a time, from the pain to their’cycs, or morg
» than two hours in the whole day; or at any time,
without magnifying glasses. That the English excel
in cut glass, is knos:/n; so thought the Empcror of
Russia when at Shepherd’s ; butI was not prepared
to sec their pofcelain sogood. Great quantities of
it were in this repository.  The painting and gilding
seemed nof inferior to the French, but the price
was much higher, which is a sufficient reason why
it is not known abroad; for the English would export
it, and in quantities as large as their broad cloth
and hardware, if the denjarid existed. The beautiful
porcelain®ef France, is largely in usc in the United



250 RESIDENCE AT THE [1818.

States; but I have never seen any English of this
description ; none but that of inferior quality coming
to us,as faras Lknow. Althoughthe workmanship
on the best English may compare with the French,
thé material is inferior; the Fnglish manufacturcr
‘says, only in a very nice shade; but mattets of
mere luxury,'this is every thing, and decides the
forcign market cven at equal prices. A dmner
service of this expensive English porcelain, made by
order of the British government for Napolcon at
St. Helena, was shown to us; and other services: for
.. persons in England, in classes where price was no
fobjection. Somctimes the price of a dmgle plate
~would be several guineas, varying according to the
amounf of painting and gilding upon it. 'When
well covered with paintings and highly gilt, they are
not to be distinguished from tlic best specimens of
china to be scen at Scvres; but when the patterns
disclose much of the white surface ‘'underneath, the
superior purity of the French material, may be
perceived.

May 3. Yesterday the Royal Academy gave
their anniversary dinner at Somersct house. It
was the fiftieth celebration. Froisart, when he
found ‘himself on the English coast, sai, that he
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was among a people who “loved war belter than

prace, and where strangers were well receiped.”  1f
the latter were true in the time of Edward IIL,
(iplomatic strangers must say that 1tis still. Invita-
tiows crowd upon them. If they did not decline
more than they aceept, there would be a poor
account of their public business.  The Royal Aca-
demy 1 an mstitution for the encouragement of the
arts.  Brofessorships of pamtmg, sculpture and
anatomy, arc annexed to it.  The first, President
was Sir Joshua Reynolds; in which capacity he
dehivered lus ccelebrated discourses; a work in-
valuable t6 the student m pamtmg, and to be read
with searcely less advantage by the student of any,
science or protession.  The author, says Burke, in
lis beautiful obituary notice of him, was the first
Foghshman who added the praise of the clegant
arts, to the other glones of lus country.  Yesterday
I had the satisfiction to see, as his successor n the
chair, my venerable countryman. Mr. West. There
were preseit the royal academicians, a large col-
lection pf the nobility, many of the cabinet ministers,
the lord chancellor, the bishops of London and Sa-
lisbury, artists, and others high in the walks of
genius and taste, the foreign ambassadors, and an
array of psivate genflemgn,  Five of the roorhs had
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their walls hung with paintings; there being more
than four hundred pieces. The rule being to re-
ceive none exhibited formerly, this number was
thercforc to be taken as the year’s production of
ﬁieccs deemed by the Academy worthy of exhibition.
Additional rooms were open,rcontaining architce-
tural designs and specimens in sculpturc.

The collection was rich in portraits. The Eng-
lish, in this line, do not perhaps fall behind any part
of Europe. The productions of Lawrence, Becechey,
Phillips, Davis, Newton, Jackson, and many others,

. were seen all around. The picce that drew most
 attention from the intercst of the subject’in British
eyes, was a full length likeness of the Duke of Wel-
lington, on the horse he rode, and in the dress he
wore, at the battle of Waterloo. It was by Sir
'Thomas . Lawrcnce, and in his masterly stylc.
Therc was a finc piece by Mr. Wost, founded on an
interview.between the Great Mngul dnd Lord Clive.
But onc was scen of surpassing attraction, the Fa-
mily of Sir Walter Scott, by Wilkie. The great
author is scated on a bank, his wife and daughters
near him, in cottage dresses. I we had Shakespeare
in a family scenc on the Avon, by a distinguished ar-
tist of ]i'“,lizabeth’s time, how would it be prized now !
In goillg through the rooms it was not casy to avoid
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the roﬂectio;l, that a day of fame in the arts awaits
Britain, Sheis still in her youth in them, having, as
yet, hardly made any efforts to excel in them. Busy
in climbing to the top of every thing clse, she has not
had timg; the useful arts have occupicd her. At the
head of these in Eurbpe, she is now at a point for
cmbarking in the fine arts. And are not these useful
too, when all ages pronounce that they enlarge the
understanding, and improve the heart, as much as
they refine the taste? "T'o suppose the English climate
not favourable to the finc arts, is strange; a climate
where beautiful appearances ot nature abound ; that
has becn favourable to every kind of mental cmi--
nence, as mechanical skill; where *there is littla
heat to relax, or cold to benumb; where the infe-
rior animaly arc scen in full size and strength, and
the human form in all its proportions and beauty,
not a climate for painters and sculptors? But, it is
said, there must be a certain delicacy of thought
and fecling to appreciate the world of nature, and
deck it wigh the glories of art! And is not the coun-
try of Shakespeare, and Scott, of Milton, and Byron,
and Moore, one for painters? How came the Dutch
with a school of painting of their own, and an emi-
nent one? 1s their sky.ni‘brc genial? And will not
the English, with political institutions and social
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manners of their own, try new ficlds of art? An
American adopts the anticipation the rather, be-
cause he clings to the belicf that his own colintry,
like republics of old,is by and by to take her stand
n the arts, Her students even now go to Italy.for
instruction. They hold, that-in the great world of
art, there is still immeasurable room for originality,
and this under the strictest rules of art.

We dined in the principal exhibition room. Two
tables ran down the sides connected by another at
the top. Tn the middle of the latter sat the Presi-
dent; on onc side of him, the Duke of Susscx, on
the other the Duke of Norfolk. 'The walls were
so covered that cvery position commanded the
paintings; and, through different vistas, the eye
could steal into the other rooms. 'The whole was
cxtremely beautiful. T enter into no minute criti-
cism; I give only gencral impressions, It is not,
as I know, the habit of the lnglish of the higher
classes, fastidious from their familiarity with the
exquisite models of the continent, to value them-
selves much on this home cxhibition; but. for my-
self, bursting upon me asit did all at once, I thought
it highly worthy to be extolled. T could have made
bold to suggest a subject for a piece that 1 did not
sec in the collection: viz. T'he President ¢ad Royal
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Academy, at the anniversary - dinner, with their
gucsts.

The members of the diplomatic corps had seats
near the head.  After the Prince Regent and royal
family had been given as toasts, according to the
custom at public festivals in England, the President
gave the “Iforeign ambassadors and ministers,
who,” as he was pleased to add, “had done the
academy, the honor to be preseot.” The toast
was checred with great courtesy. The corps looked
to me as the organ of acknowledgment, English
being my native tongue.  Obeying their summons,
I returncd®thanks, adding that I was authorized to
express the gratification we all derivod in partaking
British hospitality surrounded by so many* memo-
vials of British art. Specches were made by scveral
of the nobil.ity and fentlemen, but chiefly the Duke
of Sussex and Lord Chancellor Eldon. They were
in commendatibn of the arts, and on the yscfulness
of that Institution towards their advancement in
England. Dinncr was served at six,and until past
seven we had the sun through sky-lights. ~After-
wards, therc fell gradually from above, light
from numerous shaded lamps in hanging cir-
cles. They were burning, unobserved, when
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we sat down, and scemed to cmerge from their
ambush as night came on.

Dependent lychni laquearibus aureis
Incensi; et noctem flammis funalia vincunt.

'

1

May 6. This is the season for public societics
to hold their mectings. It would be next to impos-
sible to ascertain the number, charitable, seligious,
literary, dramatic, philanthropic, and of all descrip-
tions. I made some attempts, but ccased from
their hopelessness. A public spirited individual,
who is also a member of parliament, handed me a
.printed lst containing the day and place of meet-
ing of between fifty and sixty of those only with
which he was connected. The Egyptian hall, city
of London tavern, Crown and Anchor, or somc
other large building is chosen, and a round of din-
ners begins ; this being most commonly the form
of cclebration. Persons who were together at the
principal schools, as Eton and Iarrow, and fellow
graduates of the different colleges in the universi-
ties, have also their annual dinners, to keep alive
early friendships. Many of the associates come
up to town from their homes at a distance in the
countr‘y. on purposg to attcnd them.
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The Ik n(rh'sh arc very remarkable for giving din-
pers.  Ldo not hme, allude to the kind las{ named,
or thése in private life; but to their hablt of giv-
mg them in connexion with objects exclusively
public. 'lhc:e, charitable oncs among them, thcy
const'mtly advance i this manner.

“The veins unfilled, our blood is cold, and then
We pout upon the morning,. are unapt
To give or to forgive ; but when we have stuffed
These pipes and these conveyances of our bfood
" With wine and feeding, we have suppler souls

Than in our priest-like fasts.”
[ ]

It the English meant to go by thls doctrine of,
their great bard, they have done well, for théir cha-
ritics are stupendous. A newspaper can hardly be
opened that does not hold up a long list of sub-
scriptions  amounting to sums that arc some-
times cnormous? I have now particular seference
to some for building churches and establishing
schools, that within a few days have met my eye.
So in various parts of London, hospitals and other
asylums for tht distressed, arrest attention bearing
the inscription “ Founorp sy voLunTarRY CoNTRIBU-
T10N,” which would be .littlc remarkable, p(.zrlmps,

were they wot beheld in gonnexion with poor taxes
R -
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to an amount such as no nation cver before paid.
The buildings devoted to these charitable purposes,
are often more spacious than the royal palaces,
and show an cxterior more inposing.

An annual dinner scems an indispensable ad-
junct to an English charity. [lereisa “Sumaritan
society ;” or an “ Infirmary for the discases of the
eye;” a society for the “ Relief of decayed Artists ;”
another for relicving “poor authors ;" a fifth for the
“indigent blind ;" a sixth for _/'or(:igncrsr i dis-
tress;” a s'cventh for the “ deaf and dumb ;" a socie-
ty for “promoting Christiun knowledge ;° a “medi-
cal benevolent society,” and I know not how many
more, for I merely take cxamples, all of which
have thcir anniversary dinners.  Whatever the
demands upon the charitable fund, there seems al-
ways enough for a dinner find too. Eating and
drinking are not the sole objects of this fostivity.
Business is transacted, reports on (he state of the
charity made, and speeches delivered, in the course
of which the pocket is appealed to. Fecling rises
as the glass goes round, and the evening generally
closcs with an increase of the treusurer’s store.
Noblemen, including royal dukes, take part on
these occasions, often presiding at the dinners, and
otherwise giving their pel'S(l;llul"instrumcntulity, and
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freely tlwir.purscs, towards the objects of the so-
cictics. In Vrance, beforc the revolytion, the
noble familics were computed at thirly thousand.
In Fngland, they may perhaps be computed at siy
or, uwht hundred ; yet this handful does more of
the (‘vm y day busimcss of the country, than the
thirty thousand ever did in France. lIlI‘ld.l]CC they
did the work of chivalry; they fought bravely in *he
army ayd navy. TIn Fagland besiaes this, you trace
them in road companies, canal companjes; in be-
nevolent and pablic institutions of all kinds ; to say
nothing of their active patronage of the arts, and
their conStant share in politics; in the latter, not
simply as cabinct ministers and it other officia
posts, but as speakers, committee-men, the drafts-
men of claborate reports, and hard-workers in all
ways. . ’

I have to-day been at a meeting of the Dritish
and Foreign Bible Socicty. Lord Teignmouth
was in the chair. Lord [larrowby, president of
the counci.l of cabinct ministers; Mr. Vansittart,
chancgllor of the exchequer; the bishops of Nor-
wich and Glducester, with several other bishops;
Lords Gambicr and Calthorpe, Mr. Wilberforce,
and others dlstmgmshed by character, mlc, or
station, were present., A report was wad by
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which it appeared that the socicty had been the
means of distributing two millions of bibles ; had
causcd it to be translated into twenty-scven lan-
guages, and that since the last annual mceting,
there had been collected in aid of the society’s
funds, by private subscriptions in Britain, nincty-
ninc thousand pounds sterling. The report con-
tained some complimentary allusions to Bible soci-
eties in the United States. These passages were
loudly cheered.  Several speakers who addressed
the mecting, mentioned the United States in a
similar spirit ; amougst them, the Chancellor of the
exchequer, and the Bishop of Gloucester. The
former spoke.of Great Britain and the United
‘Statcs, as the “two greatest maritime nations of
the world ;” the Bishop of Gloucester called the
latter, “a great and growing ‘ister country.” I
was requested aller entering the hall, to move a
vote of thanké to the distinguished president, Lord
Teignmouth. A resolution to this effect was put
into my hands, which I moved accordingly. In
fulfilling the duty, whilst joining in the tribute that
all had rendered to the objects of he society, I
was happy in the opportunity of responding, as
national courtesy demanded, to the notices taken
of my' country. The invitations to forcign
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ministers 10° attend the meetings of these public
gocicties in Loudon, are generally given by a com-
mittec or other depltation from the socict);, waiting
upon them personally. It was so that 1 had mine
to be present on the ['ore;going occasion, and others

. ° .
haye reached me in ghe same manner.
.

May 10. Dined at the 1\./[arquis of Lansdowne’s.
s nume had long been familiar to me with every
prepossession; and in the Iouse of Lords, I had
already listened to his disciplined clogquence.

The company consisted of Lord and Lady Lans-
downe, hi$ royal highness the Duke of Gloucester,
the Earl of Ilchester, the Earl of Rosslyn, Lord
Holland, Lord Erskine, the Bishop of Sodor amﬂ
Man, the Russian and Austrian ambassadors, the
vice chancellor, arfd the ladies of several of the
guests.

In the dining room were ancient statueg. They
werc in ancient costumes, standing in niches con-
structed for their reception.  These time-honoured
mastm;—pie::cs of genius and art, had been obtained
from Rome. *As we walked into dinner through a
suite of apartments, the entire aspect was of classic
beauty; the very table on which the statues secm-
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ed to look, might almost be called classic, so chaste
were its decorations.

Couversation was various. The Floridas being
mentioned in  connexion with the rumour of their
intended transfer to the United States, Lord Lirs-
kine said, we ought to have them; that 18, he
added, « If I 'bclongcd to the United States, I would
maintuin that docirine;” there was the same vein
about him as at the Duke of Cumberland’s; a
youthfulness of imagination that imparted its
sprightliness to every thing.

"The Duke of Gloucester spoke of General Wash-
ington. It was with the praise always annexed

_to his great name. He commended, particularly,
‘his Fatewell Address. Lord Erskine called him
an august and immortal man.

Architecture being a topic, Lord IMolland said,
that it did not yct flourish in England. Italy,
France, and other parts of the coritinent, had bet-
ter public cdifices; specimens of domestic archi-
tecture were not wanting in England; but these
were too often spoiled by putting the door in the
middle; by this custom, good arrangement inside
was sacrificed to external appearance, and he was
not sure that a gain always followed in this re-
spect;’ on the continent, the euntrance to the best
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private buildings, was gencrally at the side. The
architecturc of the ancients was spoken of, and
other subjects touched as they arose. '

After we came from table, I had more conver-
sation with Lord Krskinc, Il gpoke of the Iim-
pcr.or Rlexander. e had scen Ta ITarpe, his'
tutor, at Paris, who showed him letlers from the
emperor, written soon after his accession to the
thronc.  One of them ran thus: My dear friend :
I foel the load of my responsibility; 1 fecl how
incompetent my youth and inexpcricn(;c are, to
wicld the seeptre of such an empire ; all that 1 can
hope is, tlmt I may be guided hy the precepts you
have taught me; I pray you, if eves you find me
departing from them, to remind me of them; do
not wait for me to send for you; this I probably
shall not do whenl act in opposition to them ;
but write 10 e, come to me, to recall me from my
crrors.” Al will agree that such a lgtter was
honourable to both pupil and preceptor.  Iis lord-
ship said, that La Ifarpe told him, the emperor was
fond of reading works on the institutions of the Uni-
ted States.  Before scparating, he said, that he in-
tended to call on me soon, nnt by leaving a card,
the common way he believed of visiting forcign
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ministers, but by coming in. I assured him he
could in no way make me more happy.

May 19. Last cvening, we were at Carlton
House. This secms the season for large routs by
ﬁight, as the mceting of public socicties by day.
We have been to a number. T could give little de-
scription of them, unless to speak of their crowds,
and the difficulty of getting to them and from them,
through phalanxes of carriages. 1In this latter re-
spect, I believe that I must venture upon a short
account of onc to which we were lately invited.
Proceeding to it, and being somewhere about the
middle of Bond street, the horses suddenly came to
a slow Wwalk. Pulling the check string, I asked the
coachman what was the matter? “ behind the line,
sir,” he replied. The line meant a hundred car-
riages or more, the onc in, front reaching to the
house to which we were going.  We continued at
this snail’s pace, made still slower by a jerking stop
every minute, to allow time for the hcadmost car-
riage to set down its company. After a full hour,
my carriage got head ; and now theie scemed, in
turn, a hundred behind mine.  No military linc was
ever for‘mcd or kept with more regularity; and room
was left for carriages to pass that were -going in
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other direet i.nns. Allthe carriages had Tamps burn-
ing, which 1 ohser.vc to be the caxe in Loundon,
cven when the moon shines.  We alighted quickly,
were announced by the servants, and got to the
ncighl)(zurhoud of the staircase; bat it was abso-
lutely choked up with company: pumbers  also
were desivous of coming down, it being now mid-
night 5 these met the ascending party, and the ‘wo
parties gtood on the stairs, fuce to face. Alter
walting half an hour, the masses constaptly thick-
enmg by remforcements cach way, 1 began to des-
pair, and ordered my carringe, which, in another
balt hour, tame up, and we were driven home with-
out having advanced a step beyond the hall.  This,
was, hterally, the predicament with wany’ others,
as well as ourselves.  Atanother of the same kind
of purtics, ata mansion in Pak-line, we advanced
a httle tarther: we wege able to reach the distin-
guished entertaters in the principal drawing-roonm
apstairs. It was then one o'clock; und, desiving
to come away, we began to descend against a fresh
strecam, cm.ning up.  Step by step, we at last got
down, when tile watchman was crying two. More
than a thousand persons were said to have been
present on this occusiop.

The engertainment lagt evening at Carltort-house

31
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was, in several respects, different. "The company
found space in the ample rooms, although there
was an array of all the principal persons of the
court, a very full number of peers and peeresses, the
foreien ambassadors and ninisters, and many
others. 1 c:mght conversation as Icould, m mlch a
throng. Lord Sidmouth, sccretary of state fm’the
home department, assured me of the carnest desire
of his majesty’s government, to strengthen the
friendly relations between our two countries. He
spoke of the United States with great cordiahty.
He inquired tor Mr. King, saying, that he had carn-
ed the lasting respect and good will of mény persons
_in England. - Nor did the Prince Regent conclude
his saliitations to me, without rencwing lus inquiries
tor him.

The rooms were mmagnificent. The golden plate
in display, is said to be ur‘riv'alled in Europe. 1Tt
includes some that belonged to Charles the First.
One of the rooms led through doors of reflecting
glass, to a rich Gothic conservatory partially illu-
minated with hanging lamps, and filled \v1th flowers,
through the leaves surrounding which, the lights
twinkled as you approached; for it was open to
the walks of the company. Than flowers, there
can be nothing more beautltnl even in palaces ;
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the Prince’s band was stationed in this beautiful
receptacle for them, and played at ntervals through-
out the evening. It was not at an carly hour that

we got away from such g scene.

[ ] .

May 21.  Dr. Pinckard, an eminent physician of
Bloomshury square, entertained ux very hospitably
atdinner, e was formerly attached (o the British
army, ad on service in the We:{ Tndies.  "Thence
he visited Philadelphia, where 1 made his acquain-
tance; listening, at my father’s table, to his vari-
ous and intelligent conversation.

Of the guests, was Liewtenant General Sir
Charles Green. Advanced in life, le was still a.
fine looking man, with little of age in his fhanner.
He had been distinguished by his sevvices in the
wars ofthc.l"ronch'rm'olntinn; but 1 {ound that his
military carcer took un earlier date.  He was a
captain in Burgoyne’s army, had bcen egptured at
Suratoga in 1778, and marched as a prisoner from
Albany to Boston. llc related ancedotes of the
calnpajgn,.alld of his march ; 1t need scarcely be
added, with uthanity and good humour.

1 mention the incident the rather, because al-
though the first, it was not the only instance in
which I get those \.vho' had shared in the war of
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the American revolution; and who spoke of its
events it the same spirit.  Belonging to an age
gone by, it scems no longer 1o be recalled in Eng-
land, in any other spirit than that of history. And
what iy, in a similar spirit, that noblest of all our
state papers, the great chartet of our liberties—the
Declaration of Independence; that we should re-
gard the British as we do all other nations—

“encmies in war, in peace {riends.”
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CITAPTLER XV.

THE UNFRED STATES AND TONIAN ISLANDS. AFFAIRS
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND SPAIN.  MONU-

MENT TO BURNS,  BRITISU INSTITUTION, PALL MALL.

May 21, F*E4%F%% from the lonian Islands,
called upon me, having a communication to nake,
of interest a5 he sui.d,to his country s and he hoped
I would think it =0 to mine. By a treaty conclu-
ded at Paris 1815, the seven lonian Islands had
bheen formed info an independent state, denomina-
ted “The United States of the Tonian Islands” and
placed undgr the protection of Great Britain, It
was a protection the Tslands did not like. Did the
constitution of my country prohibit our acquiring
forcign possessions? I said, no. He asked if it
would accord with our policy, to have a connexion

with the #¥sven Islands; such a measure he be-
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lieved would be practicable, if the United Staies
would consent. In short, be thought that the 1sl-
ands, particularly Corfu, Zante and Cephalonia,
would be willing to place themselves under the pro-
tection of the United States, if the terms could.be
arranged.

I asked what England would say, and Russia,
and Europe generally? Tle replied, that he did not
sce what ground of objection there could be, if the
Islands desired it; remarking that he had perceived
by the newspapers that my government had protested
against Great Britwn cxcreising soverengnty  over
them any longer.

I was little prepared for such a communication.
I cannot say, indced, that T was an cntire stranger
to the publication he alluded to, for I had scen it ;
but Lhad considered it in the light ol a burlesque wpon
a previous newspaper paragraph, stating that Great
Britain bad protested against the United States
acquiring the Floridas.  What is penned in mirth,
however, it seems, may somctimes pass {or carnest.
L assured ******% that there was no founda-
tion for the account; which he appeared to have
believed fully until this interview. [le did not urge
the less that my government should take into con-
sideration the expedicncy of assuming the protec-
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torship of "the Ishnds ; and enlarged on  the
prospects of commercial advantage it wanld open
to us by an intcrcourse with the Morea, Albania,
Constantinople, and the, Ottoman doininions gen-
crally. | T replied that it was no part of the system
of the United Statess to get entangled with Kuro-
pean politics, and least of all to interfere in the re-
lationship between Great Britain and these Islands.
This was the amount of the interview. [le was
attended by two other persons from the Jslands,

As the English newspapers have lately abounded
in vituperative articles agninst the United Stotes,
in connevton with their alliirs with Spain, without
understanding them, or exhibiting only the Spanish,
side, I will here insert a lotter I addressed to the
President on this subject, which bears upon the fore-
going interview, J{ly regular weekly despatehes,
were addressed to Mr, Secretary Adaws.  These
went on the public files of the department of state.
I wrote to him, also on public matters, in a way
not designed for those files, it leing my good for-
tune tQ enjoy his confidence; and, not unfrequently,
I wrote to the President in the same manner; of
which this communication may be taken as a sam-
ple. It was dated the twenticth of this nionth, and,
in 1ts mategial parts, wys as follows: "
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“Since my last, no steps that were practicable
have begn omitted to ascertain from what source
the letter, a copy of which I transmitted, procceded;-
or how far the information which it disclosed, is to
be relied upon. The writer states himself to, be
in connexion with a person high in station, but de-
clines an interview. Since the tenth instant, he
has addresszed several letters to the legation, 1
would send copics, but that all arc to the same
eflect, and the one already sent, will be to you a
sufficient specimen of his style and-manner. Keep-
ing to points that are essential, Twill coudense the
information they purport to convey, thus saving
your valuable time.

“[le continues to assert, that Great Britain has
sceretly determined to support Spain in a contest
with the United States; that the cabinet of the
former has resolved that our territory shall not be
extended, and more than all that the Floridas shall
not be added to it, ax bringing us too near to Cuba;;
that Spain is to begin the contest, not by a formal
declaration, but by letting loose her privateers;
that she will take this step as soon as the arma-
ment now preparing at Cadiz to go against South
America, shall have sailed, and that this is the
opinion of the Spanish ambassador at this court,
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tounded on eommunications from Madrid; that the
manifesto of Spain will soon appear, calling upon
all other powers wlo have colonies to assitt her in
her strugele; that an oflicer high in the Spanish
embassy was scut oft expfess to Paris on these ob-
Jccfs last week, and that a Spanish Sceretary lately.
sailed from the Thames with definitive instructions
to the Spanish minister at Washington, Mr. Onis,
under the erisis that is approaching.  That Spain
1s to have no quarrel with Portugal, such a mea-
surc not falling wn with the views of England, and
that Olivenza will be given up; that five of the
daily newgpapers of London have their columns
open to the Spanish embassy, and that the Spanish
government is actively employed in buying up ves-*
sels to be fitted out and wmanned in England, to
cruisc andor the Sypanigh flag against our trade;
that Spain has her agents at work in several of the
ports of cquipment in this kingdom; also in France,
Holland and the Notherlunds, expectihg, under
cover of her own flag, to cnlist the privateering
means of kalf Furope against the commerce of the
United States, whilst every where exposed, and that
the vesscls will be fitted out under pretence of
acting against South Amecrica.  That a person
lately arrived here from Madrud, with full, powers
35°
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from the king to the Spanish ambassalor to act at
his discretion in procuring the instruments and
means of striking at our commerce; that the am-
bassador, who is rcpresented as having large pri-
vate resources, which hie spends liberally in addition
‘to his public allowances, has the unbounded contfi-
dencc of his king, who will confirm all that he
docs. Finally, that the ambassador has caused a
pamphlet to be written against the United States,
dilating upon their alleged injustice and rapacity
towards Spain, which, by raising odium against
them, is intended to aid the hostile views of Spain;
and that many thousand copics of it ar~ to be cir-
culated in French, Spanish and English, in quarters
where it will be likcly to be most cffective.

“The question is,how far do the above allegations,
or any of them, appear to be sustained by facts?
The most material are, the asscrted purchase and
equipment of vessels in the ports of Great Britain.
This, if true, cannot casily be hidden. As yet I
have obtained no information that would authorise
me in saying that it has been done. I have made,
and will continue to make, cvery.inquiry. Per-
sons connected with the American trade, are the
proper sources to resort to; their sagacity will be
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sure to mike the first discoveries; nor will our
vigilant consul, Colonel Aspinwall, be uslyep.

“ As to the [lCW;pilpch being open to the Span-
ish embassy, this is not improbable.  Most of the
violent articles against the United States touching
their alfairs with Spain, that have lately appeared
in the London papers, have proccode'd, 1 have little
doubt, from Spaniards, or pens which they enlist.
They bear decided marks of this origin. 'There
was, I believe, an officer of the Spanish embassy
despatched to.Paris ten days or a fort'night ago ;
but I have been able to procure no evidence of the
nature of® his errand, beyond the assertions of the
letter writer.  Upon these alone, reiterated indeed
with great confidence, rests, for the prescat, the.
credit due to all his other comnunications. The
pamphlet of whichhe speaks, has been written; at
least in part, for he has sent to the legation some
of the printeds sheets, which 1 enclose. , It s said
that the writer, an Enclishman, has received,
or is to receive, sixty guinews from the Span-
ish CI‘pbﬂS.S 75 if so, T should pronounce it more
than the pamphlet is worth. The Spanish am-
bassador is the Duke of San Carlos, who formerly
represented Spain at the court of Vienna, where
his housghold wns.on.a munificent scale, *us here.
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We cxchange visits and reciprocate ‘other civili-
ties.

«In addition to the communications of the letter
writcr, I have been waited upon by a member of
the congress of Venezucla, now in Londo’n. He
regards a rupture between the United States and
Spain as so ;10&1-, that, on the ground of his ac-
quaintance with the condition and resources of
Spanish America, he came to tender me all hus in-
formation in aid of our cause. 1 said the United
States meditated no Tostile steps.  He replied,
that Spain did. I suggcsted the obvious objections,
unless she expected co-operation from “England
and that T contld not think the latter meant to go
to war fvith us without cause. Ile et the objec-
tions by saying, that England had promised no co-
operation, but that the condition of Spain was des-
perate ; she must lose her colonies if things con-
tinued on_the present footing ; the only hope of
saving themn, rested upon her bowg able to bring
England by some means or other to her assistance.
That she counted upon the jealousy bctw';veen Eng-
land and the United States on the cean, and by
going to war hersell with the latter, the course of
events would soon draw the former into it, what-
ever she might say at ﬁrst." Af any rate, that this
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was a game'of chances Spain had resolved to play,
as, at the worst, it could only accelerate a catas-
trophe otherwise inevitable, viz. the total loss of
her dominion in Amcric‘a. This Venezuelan, al-
thqugh‘liablc to be warped by his political wishes,
is intelligent and cosl-minded, and full of activity
in sceking information as to the purp'oscs of Spain.
I therefore report what h(f. said, although he refoer-
red to no specific facts. However plausible his
way of reasoning, it is not suflicient with me to
overcome weighter reasons opposed to it. Tlence,
that either Spain or England designs to strike a
hostile bldw at us, 1 am not able at present to be-
licve. Still, I have not felt at liberty to be altoge-
ther passive under my own incredulity.: I am’
taking steps of precaution from which, be the issue
what it may, no evll can arise. I have written to
our ministers at Paris and Madrid, and to the com-
mander of our squadron in the Mediterrancan;
not expressing myself in & way 1o excite alarm, but
watchfulness. T shall continme attentive to what
passcs, and should any new or more distinctive
grounds be l#id before me, adopt such other mea-
sures as prudence may dictate, hoping those alrcady
taken may have your approbation. It is proper 1
should add, that there .llas becn no open départure
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whatever in the English cabinet or court from
a frank and conciliatory course towards us. If
any thing is going on, it is profoundly in the
dark.”

The matter of the above letter, points to onc of
those occurrences which belong to the history. of
a public mission, and serves to shed light on inci-
dents otherwise not so well understood. It was casy
to believe that Spain desired a rupture between the
United States and England, and that those in her
service would Jabour in all ways to that end; but
it was not to be believed, that she would go to
war with the United States on a mere speculation
_that the force of circumstances might draw Iing-
land into it. 'The navy of the United States was
in a high state of cfficiency, and the certainty of
its immediate co-opcration with the Spanish colo-
nics for which their proximity afforded advan-
tages, could not have failed to huve set before
Spain the risks, on that ground »lone, of sceking
such a war. That England would rather the
Floridas belonged to Spain than the United States,
was no more than natural. She remembered that
the treaty of Utrecht had prohibited Spain from
transferring any of her colonial possessions, to
other powers; but the Congress of Vienna, more
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recently, had becn silent on sucha policy; and Eng-
land, a party to that Congress, knew as well as
other powers, that the day for its revival had gone

by.

Mdy“??. A few persons desiring to sce a monu-
ment crected to Burns, put a notice’in one of the
newspapers, that the admirers of his genius would
dine to-day at the City of ‘London tavern. About
two hundred assembled. The stewards invited
me, as a guest. The Duke of York was in the
chair.

The leading person at table was Mr. Boswell,
son of the biographer of Johnson, and & member of
parliament. Tle made a neat and apprOI)riate_
speech on the genius of Burns, urging the propriety
of erccting’a monument on the site of the cottage
where hewas born. A son of the poet was present.
On “Success to the family of Burns” being given
as a toast, he thanked the company in a modest
and touching manner. 'The punch bowl that be-
longed to® Burns, and of which it is known he
was too fondy was handed round the table as a
relic. A full band was in the orchestra. We had
a great deal of find old Scotch music, with several
of Burns’s songs, and a good onc writteil for the
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occasion by Mr. Boswell. The Duke »f York was
toasted, with a complimentary allusion to the
sharc wiuch, as conunander it chief of the Dri-
tish army, he had taken in improving its condition.
He returncd thanks, adding thatit was his highest
pride to merit the approbation of his sovereizn, and
good will of Irs fellow subjcct;. “ The admirers of
Burns in the United States,” came next as a {oast;
on whichI made my acktiowledgrents, saying, that
my countrymen were alive to the charms of his
poctry, as he wrote for the heart, which was of ali
nations. ‘The Duke of York asked me if v e made
speeches at our public dinners, as they were foreed
to do in England. I said, not hitherto; but it wirs
a custom which tended, I thought, to improve the
character of public dinners, by introducing cxcite-
ments beyond those merely of . the bottle.  He as-
sented. 'We had other speeches—short ones; they
would otherwise, all must agrcc,.]osc a principal
merit for such occasions.

Several hundred pounds were colleeted towards
the monument.  "Three or four of my countrymen,
accidently in London,were present, and marked their
admiration of the genius of the bard, by Dbeing

contributors. It may serve, as a single instance,



1818.] COURT OF LONDON, 281
)
to show how the pocket is opened at public dinners

in London.

May 28. Visited the *British Gallery, in Pall
Madl, with tickets obligingly sent to me and my.
family by the Chancellor of the exchequer.  The
collection ol paintings is very choice, being
wade up of picees from the ftalian, French,
iateh. Spanish and Flemish masters.  They be-

1 to persons in Fogland who annually.send spe-
citnens from their private collcetions to this exhibi-
son for the gratification of the public, and to aid
 fostering taste in this brauch of the arts. You
watder through rooms wherve hang [n:oductipns on
which the public taste of ditferent ages and nations,
had put the seal of approbation.

It has been said that painters can flourish only
m Roman Catholic countrics. "That the Seriptures
have afforded tho grandest =ubjects for e pencil,
is true. In Catholic countrics, the church influ-
cnces largely sceular feeling, which is o suflicient
rcason, if no othu cxisted, why their painters so
frequently take thcu' subjects frem the seriptures. But
they have not confined themselves 1o theae; amd are
not the simc subjects opou to the peneil m Proyestant
countrics *"Phe very*varicty of relizions, as of cha-

36
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racter, in England, will tend to adv:mcle her in the
arts, when she takes her stand in them.  She has
an established church, with every species of dissent ;
a powecrful aristocracy, with popular forms and
practices that, in some respects, Atheng never
cqualled; a king, venerated and lampooned; more
than all, an amount of riches, not hereditary merely,
but sclf-acquired in the hands of individuals in every
part of the kingdom, making a greater number
largely independent in their circumstances, and
giving them, consequently, more command over
their time and inclinations, than has probably ever
beforec been known among the same number of
people, cxisting as onc nation. All these are ma-
terials for the arts A school founded in such a
soil, could neither be formal, uor Jimited ; manner-
ism belongs to feelings and pursuits more circum-
scribed. It would be a soil, too, for patronage;
not by a few nobles, or the hand of an amateur
prince; but diffused, as through rich republics, all
over the land. .

The annual exhibition of the works of the mas-
ters, is not the only way in which this institution
aims at advancing the fine arts. Its governors
and patrons purchasc the productions of British
artists, where merit is hizh. It was so that Mr.
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Wost’s pictu're of Christ healing the Sick wag’pur-
chased for three thousand guineas. It issthe pic-
ture, the fcllow to which was presented by him to
the hospital at Philadelphip.  There needs no other
propf 0£ the interest the vencrable artist felt in the
land of his birth, than this munificent donation.
lle contemplated with delight the g.rowth of the
arts in the United States; he had studied paini-
ing as carcfully, and understood 1its rules with as
just a discrimination, as any artist living ; he had
opportunitics of knowing that the Stll(l).!' was pur-
sucd with both zeal and judgment in the country
always dear to him; he had seen in her infancy
cvery presage of fature eminence, and to aid in
stimulating tendencies so noble, was one’ of the
motives to his gencrous gift.
* (]

June 5. We were at another entertainment at
Carlton Housc ‘on Tuesday evening, and to-day, 1
attended the levee. At the latter, Lord Castlercagh
said to me, that his constant engugements in parlia-
ment had prevented his asking an interview with
me during the past fortnight as he had wished.
Its dissolution was at hand, he added, inmediately
after which he would fix a time for our meet.ing.
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Jure 6. Dined at Mr. Canning’s,’at his resi-
dence, {loucester-lodge, two miles from town.
We had exchanged visits by cards. The latter
periods of my mission, during which he was scere-
tary for forcign aflairs, brought me into much inter-
coursc with him, personal and official; but this
was the first time I had met him, cxcept at levees
and drawing rooms. 'To the spacc he filled in
public estimation, I could be no stranger. He re-
ceived his guests cordially, giving his hand. The
grounds about his house were not extensive, but
very neat, and shut in by trees.  All was seclusion,
the moment the gates closed; a common beauty in
the villas ncar London. The drawing rooms
opened on a portico, from which you walked out
upon onc of those smoothly-shaven lawns which
Johnson, speaking of Pope’s poctry, likens to velvet;
and we had the soft twilight, which at this season
lasts so long, in England, and se’s off verdure to
such advantage. “You sce,” said Mr. Canning,
“how we prize your plants,” pointing to some
rhododendrons; “you must be fond of horticulture
in the United States, from the specimens w‘c have
of your flowers.” 1said it wasa growing taste with
us, but that we had much to do beforc we should
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equal Englahd in this respect. “And we in&ng-
land,” he said, “are behind Holland, and yf
France, in flowers.”

Dinner was soon announced. Mr. and Mrs.
Canning, the Marquis and Marchioness of Stafford,
Lady Ylizabeth Levjson Gower, the Spanish am-
bassador and his duchess, the Neapolitan minister
and his countess, my wife, Mr. Chinnery, and some
members of M. Canning’s' family made the party.

lieve

Mr. Caﬁning sat at the head. 1lis quick cyc was
all round thc table; his aim, to draw out others,
rather than converse himself. Occasionally, he
had touches of pleasantry. He asked for; Mr.
Pinkney, of Maryland, formerly minister, from the
United States. “Ionce,” said he, “hadsa skir-
mish with him about language, but he worsted me ;
I said thcre was no such word as influential, ex-
copt in Amncrica, but he convinced me that it was
originally carried over from England.”  Lord Staf-
ford herc remarked, that it was so goz)d a word
they ought to bring it back. “Yes,” said Mr.
Canning, ¥it is a very good word, and I know no
reason why it should have remained in America,
but that we lost the thing.”

A library was attached to the suite of rooms.
When we came out from dinner, some of #he com-
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panyfound pastime in turning over the lecaves of
caricatlres, bound up in large volumes. They
went back to the French revolutionary period.
Kings, princes, cabinet ministers, members of par-
liament, cvery body, figured in them; and all poli-
tical cvents. It was a kind of history of England,
in caricature, for five and twenty years; and need
[ add, that cur accomplished host was on many a
page! lle stood by. Now and then he threw in
a word, giving ncw point to the scenes. It is
among the contradictions of the English, that, shy
and sensitive as the higher classes in many res-
pects arc, perhaps beyond any other pebple, they
nevertheless seem  indifferent to these kind of
attacks. ‘'Their public men also, exclude politics
from private life, and you ofien meet with persons
of opposite partics mingling together as if nothing
divided them.

He asked who were our favourite authors in
the United States.  The Frylish, T said. But
among the English—Jolmson, Dryden, Addison,
or Swift? Opinions varied, I said; Johnson had
his admirers; but I thought, that &fter five and
twenty, our rcaders for the most part came round
to the others.  They were his favourites, he said.
Next he asked, 15 not Junius liked? Generally he
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was; I said; Y had heard of a young gentlemydn in
" Philadelphia, who t.ranscribc«l all his letterd i the
hope of catching his style.  Tfe made no cormnent;
but I thought Tsaw that fe would not he disposed
to recoypmend a young friend to tuke that trouble.
From the Spanish ambassador 1 had cvery civility,
notwithstanding the pamphlet. .

So, bricfly, was my first dinner at Mr. Canning’s.
Many and agrecable ones followed. Sir James
Macintosh said of him in debate, that he had incor-
porated in his mind all the clegance and wisdom of
ancient literature. It was a high tribute from a
political opponent and compctent judge. Both
were first rate men, as well by nativé endowments
as the most claborate cultivation, and hoth disci-
plined by an advantageous intermixture in great
political and social scencs; Macintosh, universal
and profound ; Canning, making every thing bend
to parliamentar’y supremacy; the one, lelivering
speeches in the House of Commons for the philoso-
pher and statesman to reflect upon ; the other, win-
ning in that arena, daily victories. Both had
equal powers to charm in socicty ; the one various
and instructive ; the other intuitive and brilliant ;
Macintosh, by his clementary turn, removed from
all collisiens; Canning, sarcastic as well asdogical
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in ddhate, and sometimes also allowing his official
pen to™trespass in the former field; but in pri-
vate circles, bland, courtcous and yiclding. Let
me add, that both were self-made men; enjoying,
by this title, the highest political consideration and
social estcem in the most. powerful and bril-
liant circles, hereditary and otherwise, of the Bri-
tish cmpire.

Junc 7. Lord Erskine called upon me, accord-
ing to promise. First he spoke of the bill he had
lately brought into the House of Tords to prevent
arrest in cases of libel until after indictment found,
regretting its oss.

He touched on other topics. I pass by all, to
come to what he said of Burke. My boys being
in the room, he asked if T had found a good school
for them. T said they were at present with Mr.
Foothead in my ncighbourhood. "You are lucky,
he’ said, if Mr. Burke’s recomncndation goes for
any thing, for he thought well of him as a teacher
of the classics. What a prodigy Burke was, he
exclaimed.  Ilecame to see me not fong before he
died. I then lived on Mampstead hill. “ Come
Erskine,” said he, holding out his hand, “ let us for-
get all‘- T shall soon quit this stage, and wish to die
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in peace with every body, especially yon.” 1 refipro-
“cated the sentiment, and we took a turn rfund the
grounds. - Suddenly, he stopped ; an extensive pros-
pect broke upon him. ,He stood as if rapt in
thqught ; gazing on the gilded scenery of the sky
as the sun was sctting, « A%, Erskinca” he. exclaim-
ed, pointing towards it, you cannot spotl THAT, be-
cause you cannot REACH i ; it world otherwise go ;
yes, the firmament iself—yow and your reformers
would tear it all down.” 1 was pleased with this
friendly familiarity, and we went into the house
where kind feelings between us were further im-
proved. A short time aftcrwards he wrote that
attack upon the Duke of Devonshire, Fox and my-
self, which flew all over England, and perhaps the
United States too. All this his lordship told in the
best mannér, and ‘with the intonations of elo-
quence. In my form of repcating it, I cannot do
him justice. » .
Desiring to hear something of Burke’s delivery
from so high a source, I asked him about it. It
was expcrai)le, said he. I was in the House of
Commons whén he made his great speech on
American conciliation, the greatest he ever made;
but he drove every body away. I wanted to go
out with the yest, byt w.g.s near him, and afteid to
' 37
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get W so I squeczed myself down, and crawled un-
der the' benches like a dog, until 1 got to the door
without his seeing me, rejoicing in miy escape.
Next day T went down to the Isle of Wight,
When the speech followed me there. I read it over
and over.again ; I could think of nothing clse; I
carricd it about me and thumbed it until it got like
wadding for my gun. Ifcre he broke out with a
quotation from the passage beginning, “ but what,
says the financier, is peace without money,” which
he gave with a fervour showing how he felt it.
He said that he was in the house when he threw
a dagger on the floor, in his spcech on the French
revolution, ahd it ¢ had like to have hit my foot.
It was'a sad failure, he added, but Burke could
bear it.

He sat upwards of an hour, Jeaving me to re-
gret his departure. His colloquiol cloquence is
notﬁless than his forensic, though in so differ-
ent a way.
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CHAPTER XVL

DISSOLUTION OF PARLIAMENT. REVENUE AND RESOUR-
CES OF ENGLAND. lNTlm';u«:w WITH LORD CASTLE-
REAGH—IMPRESSMENT—THYE SLAVE 'TRADE—~—COM-~-
MERCIAL CONYENTION OF 181D. DINNER AT THE
MARQUIS OF STAFFORD'S. FURTHER INTERVIEW
WITH LORD CASTLEREAGH ON IMPRESSMENT, AND
THE SLAVE TRADE. TIE UUSTINGS AT COVENT
GARDEN. DINNER AT THE CHANCELLOR OF THE EX-
CHEQUER’S. PARTY AT THE MARCHIONESS OF IIERE-

FORD'S—AT CARLTON HOUSE.

June 10, Pantiament was dissolved by the Prince
Regent in person.  This 1s regarded as one of the
most imposing public ceremonics in England. Tt
derives, this character, in part, from the manner in
which the sovdreign goes to parliament.

In all ages, the horse has helped to swell the
pomp of public processions—at triumphal cclebra-
tions in Republics, as in, ministering to the page-
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antl\‘\_,;_of kings. Dryden renders Virgil’s « deliator
equus;"* dedin the train of Pallas’s funeral, “the steed
of state.” On this occasion, the carriage of the
Prince Regent was drawn by cight horses, used
only for this ceremony. They werc of beautiful
‘form and richly caparisoned;;

¢ With golden bits adorned and purple reins.”

The Prince Regent was perceptible to the gazing
crowds, through the glass panncls of this splendid
vchicle of royalty. There sat with him the Duke
of Montrose, master of the horse, and Lord Am-
herst, as lord in waiting. Even in the insignia
and decorations of a state carriage, England does
not forget the ficld of her powcr. Conspicuously
upon this was a figure of Neptune, in massive
gilding. Next in the procession, came four
carriages and six. This formed “the royal train.
It moved from St. James’s jpalace, through the
Park, and thence came out under the archway
of the Horse Guards. My carriage got to that
point and stopped with others, as the whole
slowly turned into the strect. The sight was gor-
geous—windows, balconies, house-tops, were lined.
It was the spot where like crowds had witnessed
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thesexccutioh “of Charles the First; the histgrical
association thus increasing the interest of tle spec-
tacle.  'When the train reached the end of Parlia-
ment street, the number @f equipages in the direc-
tion of Westminster  Abbey belonging to the
noblhty and others,s was immense. All were in
rows and glittered in the sun. The umverbal beauty
of the horses, for which the Enclish are so ccle-
brated, the complotencss of every cquipage, the
rich liverics of the numerous scrvants, the turrets
of the ancient Abbey, the vast Inllltitud(a--:altog(zthcr
presented a scene of great animation and brilliancy.
The royal carriage drew up before the entrance
to the Housce of Lords, a groom holdihg cach bridle
and the horses champing the ¢ foaming gold.” The
Prince Regent on ah«rhtmg, was greeted with long
shouts.

The ceremony of the digsolution, took place in
the House of IMrds. Close in front of the thirone,
a place was set apart for the forcign ambassadors
and ministers, all of whom attended in their na-
tional ,cost’umes. The chamber, when I arrived, was
filled with peets and pecresses, the former wearing
robes of scarlet and ermine. In a little while the
Prince Regent entered, at which moment a salute
of cannop was heard. , A procession, formed by a
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portgon of his cabinet ministers, preceded him, the
preml(‘,\[. Lord Liverpool, gom«r first and carrying
the sword of state. The Prince took his-seat upon
the thronc. laa few minutes, doors opcned ut
the cxtremity of the clmmbcr, and the Commons
‘entered, the speaker at their head. They btopped
at a barrier, from which the speaker commenced
his address to the throne. 1t recapitulated the
important business of the scssion, gave a promi-
nent place to the subject of income and expendi-
ture, saying, that although a heavy pressure con-
tinued upon the finances, the revenue was increas-
ing; and concluded with praying the royal assent
to a bill of supply which the House brought up,
the lasu of a series that had been passed. The
title of the bill was rcad; on which a clerk of par-
liament exclaiined, ¢ Le roy r¢mercie scs loyal sub-
jects, acceple leur benevolence et aussi le veut.,”  The
titles of other bills were successively read, and the
royal assent given by the sanic oflicer pronouncing
the words, “ Le roy le veul.”

The Prince, who had not yet spoken, now ad-
dressed both houses. Ile said, that there had
been no alteration in the state of the king’s health;
that he continued to reccive from forcign powers,
assuraxices of friendly dispositions, on which he
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turned with atnanner appropriate towards the diplo-
matig corps; he thr.mked the House of Cemons
for the swpplies they had granted; he informed
both houses of his intentiop to dissolve the present,
and, calLa new parliament, in making which com-
murfication he could not, he said, rct'r.uin from ad-
verting to the great changes that had occurrcd
since he first met them in that chamber. Then,
the dominion of Bonaparte, whom he spoke of as
the “ common enemy,” had been so widely extended,
thut longer resistance to his power \vas.by many
deemcd hopeless; but that by the unexampled cx-
ertions of Britain, in co-operation with other coun-
trics, Furope had been delivered fromh his oppres-
sion, and a contest the most cventful and san-
gunary known for centurics, terminated with
unparnllclcd. suceess and glory. These were the
mitin points of the speech.  When it was ended,
the lord chancefor rose from the woolsack, and
said, that it was the will and pleasurc of the Prince
Regent, acting in the name of the king, that the
parliament be dissolved; and he pronounced it to
be dissolved actordingly.

The Prince remained seated whilst delivering
his specch, and wore a l.lat. The peers and com-
mons stood, and were yncovered. Mr. Caming,
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in @ speech to his constituents, desctibed the Brit-
ish constitution, as “a monarchy, intended to be
checked by two assemblics, one hereditary, inde-
pendent alike of crown and people; the other elec-
tive, springing from the people; but,” said he,
¢ there are thosc whio argue as if it were o'riginally
a democracy, merely inlaid with a peeroge, and
topped with a crown.” 'This passage gives, in a
few words, the opposite theories of antiquarians on
the origin of the British constitution; as to which
the passing remark may be made, that at least the
cxternal ceremonics of government, point to a regal,
rather than popular root. They are strikingly so
at a coronation,as at the dissolution of parliament.
Take another incident at the latter, in addition to
the wearing of the hat. The clerk, before reading
the title to cach bill, made a reverence to the
throne; and another, on laying the bill down upon
the table. On receiving the nodvof royal assent,
he turned towards the Comniwas, gave them a look,
and barely said, without any reverence, Le roi le
veut.

The scenc would have been moré imposing, had
the chamber been better. It is not merely defi-
cient 'in architectural form, but in space. The
Commons stood in a confused heap, pressing one
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upon another. 'Their own room below, is -2ven
ferjor in appearatice, and alike inconvenicntly
small. Both may ‘have answered their original
uses cgnturies ago, onc as a banqueting room,
the other as a chapel to a palace; but are un-
suited fo the present accommodation of such a’
body as the British parliament. The mode of
giving the royal assent to bills, I had read in
books ; yet, it sounded st;allgely in my ecars for
the first time, as a fact. Blackstonc remarks that
these old words serve as a memento, that the
libertics of England werc once destroyed by
foreign forte, and may be again, but for vigilance.
The remark is a strained one, in this connexion.
England balanced the account of warlike exploits
with France, in the duys of her Edwards and
Henries; and her own sovereign at last gave up
his titular claim to be king of France. Hence it
would seem, that this little badge of the Norman
conquest, might now be allowed to drop off too.
It was discontinued under the protectorate of
Cromwell, the form in his time being, ¢ the Lord
Protector doth consent.” His words of acknowledg-
ment for bills of supply were, “understanding i
hath been. the practice of those who have been chicf
governors, lo _acknoquedéc, with thanks to the, com-
' 38
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mons, their care and regard for the pidlic, I do, very
heartity. and thankfully ucknowledge their kindness
therein.” When the commonwealth ended, the
foreign jargon revived. .
The speaker in his address, stated that the reve-
"nue was increasing. I cannpt pass this subject by.
The income for the year, was fifty-onc millions of
pounds sterling. The largest item was from the
excise, which yielded 'upwards of twenty-one mil-
lions. 'The customs stood next, and gave upwards
of eleven millions. 'I'he assessed and land taxes,
third ; from which eight millions were obtained ;
the stamps fdurth, which produced sevén millions.
The remainder was from the post office and mis-
cellaneous sources.  Large as this sumnay appear
for the produce of one yewr’s taxces, it is less, by
morc than twenty millions, than was raised two
years ago, the property tax and certain war dutics
being then in force. It may safely be affirmed,
that no nation, ancicnt or modern, of the same
population, has ever before paid so much under the
regular operation of tax laws. Of the excise, I
understand that the wholec amount Jue for the year
has actually been paid in, cxcept a fraction of
about five thousand pounds, part of which it is be- -
lieved will be recovered. So cxccedingly small a
deficiency on a basis of twenty-one millions, mani-
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fests an cxtrhordinary ability on the part of the
comunify at ]zu'gez to meet with punctuelity the
demands of the government, under this branch of
interna] taxation. Besides the fifty-one millions,
which make up the national faxes proper, for
Great Britain and IrcJand, the sums levied on ac-
count of poor rates for Lingland duri.ng the year,
have amonnted to nine m.'illio;ns.

The exports from the kingdom for the same
time, amounted, in value, to fifty-three millions of
pounds sterlings The manufactures of the United
Kingdom, coustituted four-fifths of this sum. Ac-
tual valud is here meant, as contradistinguished
from official; the latter assuming a certain stand-
ard of price, fixed more than a century agb, and
no longer applicable as a mcasure of value. The
imports amounted Yo thirty-four millions; consi-
derably less therefore than the value of manufac-
tured articles exported. .

Expenditure for the year, has been about the
same as income, and in its greatl branches, may be
classed thus: For interest on the public debt,
twenty-ninc millions. For the army, nine millions ;
the military force on the present peace establish-
ment, amounting to about a hundred thousand men.
For the ngvy, sevey mi.l.]ions; the peace establish-
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ment of that arm being onc hundrcd and thirty
ships, twenty thousand scamen, and six thousand
marines. For the ordnance, "one million. The
civil list, and miscellancous items absorb the resi-
duc. In statements, whether of British income or
cxpenditure, I observe, that fractions of a million
or two, seem to be unconsidered. They are scarce-
ly understood but by those who will be at the pains
of tracing them amidst the rubbish of accounts,
and not always then.

As to the debt, what shall T say? JIfT specify
any sum, I may, unconsciously, commit a {ractional
crror of fifty millions! T'o find out preciscly what
it is, scems to baflle inquiry. Dr. Hamilton in his
work on this subject, states a curious fact. Ile
says, that in an account of the public debt present-
ed to the TTouse of Commons i 1799, it was found
impossible to ascertain the swns raised at different
periods which created the funds existing prior to
the thirty-third year of George t}:o Third.  So they
have a saying in Amsterdam, that when their
grand town-house was completed a century or two
ago, the bills were all destroyed, that the ccono-
nomical prudence of the Dutch in after ages might
not be pained by the authentic knowledge of their
amourt: and that no onc now knows what the
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building cosk  The above candid avowal of igno-
rance as to the 1mt10ml debt of England where all
ofhcml mgans of information were at command,
may well excuse, as the learned author referred to
rcmarkq, a private mqum,r il his statements be
1mperﬁ,('t but 1 will set down the debt at mienr
HUNDRED MiLLIONs. 'This, as an absolute stm,
strikes the world as cnormous. It loses that cha-
racter when viewed in connexion with the resour-
ces of Great Dritain, the latter having increased
in a ratio greater than her debt; a position sus-
ceptible of demonstration. It may be proof
cnough, that, in the face of this debt, her govern-
ment covld at any moment borrow from British
capitalists fresh sums larger than were eder bor-
rowed before; or than could be raised hy the
united exertions of hll the governments of Furope.
Credit so unbounded, can rest only upon the known
extent and soldity of her resources ; upon her
agricultural, manufacturing and commercial riches;
the first coming from her highly cultivated soil and
its exhaustless mines, not of gold and silver, but
iron and coal, forever profitably worked; the
second, from the various and universal labour he-
stowed on raw materials, which bring into play all
the indusjry, of hgr people, suffering noné to be
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lost for want of objects; the third, from the policy
of her navigation laws, and those of trade, followed
up for ages, which enable her to send to every part
of the globe the products of this vast and diversi-
fied industry, after supplying all her own wants.
This system of navigation and, trade, is greatly sus-
taincd by a colonial cmpire of gigantic size, that
perpetually increases the demand for her manufac-
tures, and favours the monopoly of her tonnage.
These are the grand and visible foundations of
her incaleulable riches, and corresnonding credit.
Both scem to be mcessantly angmenting, It is
remarkable, that she extends both in the midst of
wars, however prolonged :and sanguinary.  What
cripples the resources of other nations, serves but
to invigorate and multiply hers.  Not long ago 1
went to Guildhall, - to witness 1he sittings of the
King’s Beneh, after term time.  The court room
was =0 full, that 1 could hear or scolittle, and soon
left it; but T was compensated by kitering among
the monuments in the hall close by.  The inscrip-
tion on Lord Chatham's drew my attention most,
because Americans hang with reverence on his
name, and because of the inscription itself. It
dwells upon the services he rendered his country,

by ¢ unrrine COMMERCE WITH, AND MAKING, IT FLOUR-
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1sH _DURING W AR.” Such was his title to fame,
recorded on the nnrl)lc’ Other nations should look
at it. War, by creating new markets, gives a
stimulgs to industry, calls out capital, and may in-
crease not merely the fictitious but positive wealth
of ..the.country carrying it on, where the country
is powerful and not the scat of wir. Moscow
may be burned, Vienna, Berlin, Paris, sacked; but
it is always, said I* anklin, peace in London. The
British moralist may be slow to think, that it is
during war thag the riches and power ‘of Britain
are most advanced; but it is the law of her insu-
lar situation and maritime azcendancy. The
political cconomist may strive to roason it down,
but facts confound him. It has been signally con-
firmed, since engraven on the monunient of Lord
Chatham. "The Ptince Regent pronounced the
contest with Bonaparte, the most eventful and
sanguinary known fogecenturics; yet, at its ter-
mination, the speaker of the Tlouse of Commons
declared, whilst the representatives of forcign
nations stGod listening, THAT THE REVENUES OF
Briram WERM INCREAsING. What a fact! Let
Europe and the world bear it in mind. Let it he
looked at in connexion with its past causes; and,
prospectively, as p.ortc'zlding future effcctan The
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Abbe Du Pradt, in his Congress of «Vicnna, has
remarked, that England threatens all the wealth,
and Russia all the Ziberty of Europe.  Upfo the first
origin of the contest with Bonaparte, the largest
sum England cver raiscd by taxes in any one year
of war or pcace, was scventeen millions sterling.
Indtwenty-five ycars, when that contest was over,
she raiscd hardly less than cighty millions! This
sum was paid indeed in the mdst of complaints ;
but not more than in Queen Aune’s time, when the
taxes were three millions, and debt forty ; or at the
end of George the Second’s, when the former had
risen to seven, and the latter to a hundred millions.
It was also 1r 1815, at the close of the same con-
test, thit the world beheld her naval power more
than doubled; whilst that of other states of IFu-
rope was, in a proportion still greater, diminished.
Hitherto, at the commencement of wars, the fleets
of France. of Spain, of 11olgud, if not a match for
those of England, could mnake a sli»w of resistance;
their concerted movements, were at least able to
hold her in temporary check. Where are the
navies of these powers now? or those of the Bal-
tic? Some gone almost totally ; the rest destined
to be withdrawn from the seas, on the first war
with Efgland, There is nothing, singlv or com-
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bined, as fam as Europe is concerned, to make
head against her. France is anxious to revive her
navy; sheabuilds good ships ; has brave and sci-
entific (officers.  So, Russia. But where are the
oseentml sources of naval power in cither? where
theu' sallors, trained ip a great mercantile marine ?
Both together have not as many, of this descrip-
tion, as the United States. England then, in her
next war, will accomplish m.ore, as against Burope,
upon this element, than at any former period; she
will start, instead of ending, with her stipremacy
completely established] 'The displays of her
power, will be more immediate, as well as more
formidable, than the world has before secn. I will
not speak of a new agent in navigation, that walks,
as Mr. Canning said, like a giant on the water,
controlling winds aitd waves. This great gift to
mankind, in its first cfficient power upon the water,
was from the United States; but all Eu1;ope will
feel the effect of navies moved by steam, in the
hands of Britain.

I had inténded to say something of public speak-
ing, the dissolution of parliament suggesting
the topic; but I defer it. I have desired, hereto-
* fore, to make a minute of my impressions on this
head. I have heard “debates in both houses;

) 39 .t ¢
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but the occasions have been unfavousable for call-
ing up the leading orators, or drawing them fully
out if they rose. I wait further lights, with the
mere remark, that the speaking I have yet heard,
taking its average quality, has been best, accord-
ing to my judgment, in the House of Lords. .My
previous anticipations would not have led me to
form this opinion.

June 11. Had an interview with Lord Castle-
reagh, on ‘his invitation. He informed e, that he
had brought before the cabinet my proposal on im-
pressment, and that it had been considered with the
care due to its importance.

He tvent into some of the arguments to which
the subject always leads. He adverted first, to
the opposite opmions which the two governments
hold on the doctrine of allegiance. Next he re-
marked, that we gave to our ships a character of
inviolability that Britain did n<t; that we consi-
dered them as part of our soil, clothing them with
like immunities. I said that we did consider them
as thus inviolable, so far as to afforl protection to
our seamcn; but that we had never sought to ex-
empt them from search for rightful purposes; viz.
for enémy’s property, articles contraband of war,
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or men in the land or naval scrvice of the enemy.
These constituted the utmost limit of the bellige-
rent‘claim\ as we understood the law of nations.
What_we objected to was, that Britain, passing this
Jimit, should advance a claim to enforce her own
mu.uicif)al code relating to allegiance and impress-
ment, on board our vessels on the high scas.  His
lordship did not view it in this light. He was
forced, be said, to add, that on « full consideration
of my proposal, the cabinet had not found it prac-
ticable to foregp under any arrangement, the exc-
cution of which was to/dcpend upon the legislative
ordinance} of another country, the right of Great
Britain to look for her subjects upon the high seas,
to whatever service they might wander. »

The proposal thus rejected, having declared the
readiness of the United States to impose further
restraints upon the naturalization of British sca-
men, and exclude from their ships all not natural-
ized, I asked his lordship what difference it would
make if the United States would agrec to exclude
from t_heir'ships of war and merchant vessels, all
natural born subjects of Great Britain.

He replied, that this indeed would be going a
step farther, but that it would still leave the pro-
posal within the pri.ncip'!e of their objectiont. That
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the objection restcd upon an unwillingness to con-
cede by treaty or convention, whatever its terms,
the right of entering the vessels of a foreign power
to scarch for their subjects. _

Isaid that T heard this determination with re-
gret. I had been ready, otherwise, to submit a
proposal to the cflect Jast mentioned. My regret
was the stronger, as it would cxhaust all the offers
the United States could make. I requested him,
in fact, to consider such an ofler as actually made,
under full tuthority from my government,

I now inquired, if any i)roposals would be sub-
mitted on the part of Great Britain; but lus lordship
was preparcd: with none which did not assume as
a basis; the right of entering our vessels. For the
excrcise of this right in a manner not to injurc the
United States, Great Britain was willing, he said,
to come into the most cffective regulations; such
as restricting the boarding ofticers<o those of yank
not below licutenants ; giving -.sponsible receipts
for the men taken out, or any other safeguards
that the government of the United States might
proposc as better adapted to the end; that she
would receive, and in the most friendly manner dis-
cuss, such proposals, in the hope of some satistac-
tory awrangement. I said that the United States
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never could sadmit the right to enter their vessels
for _such a purpose as impressment.  Besides the
objcctlou to it m'prm(‘lpl(‘ the practice, however
attempted to be softened, must be liable, from causes
that were insurmountable as hetween the two
nations, to perpetual, and fatal abuse.  'This had
been shown by an amount and .lmn.watmn of past
experience, to which it was impossible to ren-ain
blind. 1lis lordship aga,i;\ adutted the evils of
which it had been the parent, expressing his hope
that they might never regur. '

He next spoke of the slave trade. Great Britain,
he swid, fad concluded treatics with three of the
powers of Furope on this subject; Portugal, Spain
and the Netherlands.  Portugal had agheed to
abolish the trade, except in certain specified places
on the coast of Alrlea, south of the cquator; Spain
north of the cquator, from the time of the ratifica-
tion of her treasy, and in all other parts, after May
cightcen hundred and twenty. To these powers,
Britain had paid, from first to last, seven hundred
thousand pounds, as inducements to the treatics.
The clauses stated the money to be as compensa-
thIl to Spanish and Portuguese subjects, for the
loss of the trade. The Netherlands had agreed to
abolish it, jpmpediately and totally, without pdeuniary
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inducement. The purport of the treatées, speaking
more particularly of the last,.was, that the con-
tracting partics were to authorise a limited number
of the ships of their navy to scarch thc merchant
vesscls of cach other, found under circumstances to
excite suspicion of being cngaged in the trade;
amd in case of slaves being actually on board, to
send the vesscls in for trial; the tribunals to con-
sist of mixed courts, composed of judges, or com-
missioners appointed by each power; the courts
to hold their sittings w,*hin the ternitories or de-
pendencies of each power, but one always to be
established on the coast of Africa; no search to
be permitted in the Mediterrancan, or any of the
FEuropean seas north of latitude thirty-seven, or
within and castward of longitude twenty. These
were some of the ain provisions of the treaties.
There were various others, designed to guard
against irvegularity in the exerciseof a right which
the contracting partics had nui.ually conceded for
the common object.  The period had arrived, his
lordship continued, when it was the wish of Great
Britain to invite the United States to join in these
measures, and it was his design to submit, thr(.)ugh
me, proposals to that cffect. It had occurred to
him t6 " scnd me, with an official nete, authentic
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copies of the treaties themselves ; they would best
unfold i all their d(‘tculq, the grounds on which a
concelt of.gction had been settled with other pow-
ers, apd it was on similar groumlb he meant to ask
the accessmn of the United States, anticipating
larcrc benefits from their maritime LO-()I)(‘] ation 1n
this great work of humanity. W hilst it had ec-
curred to him to make the overture to mmy govemn-
ment mn this manner, he sai(i that 1" any other course
presented itself to me as better adapted to the end,
he would be happy to ligten to it.

I replied, that T kflew of none better, I was
altogether devoid of instructions on the subject
as already stated, but would transmit the treatics
for the consideration of the President.  The'United
States, from an carly day, had regarded this
traflic with uniform®dixapprobation; and for many
vears, it had becn altogether prohibited by their
statutcs. The existence of lavery in several of the
states of the American Union, had nothing to do,
I remarked, with the slave irade. The former
grew up with the policy of the parent country
anterior to thé indcpendence of the United Statcs,
and remained incorporated with the domestic laws
of the particular statcs Where it had been so intro-
duced, and always existed. Yet, those wht; could
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not allow their laws in this respect tosbe touched,
went hand and heart with the rest of their fellow
citizens in desiring the abolition of the slave trade.

Lastly, his lordship spoke of the commercial
convention of 1815,  He reminded me that it had
but little more than a twelvemonth to run, asking
if ¥ knew the views of my government in regard
to its rencwal. T said not precisely, but expected
soon to ascertain them.

June 12. Dined at ti» Marquis of Stafford’s.
I am no votary of the rout, but the private dinner
party in England shows socicty under a different
aspect. I may remark, indeed, that the diplomatic
stranger can hardly command other opportunities of
seeing it to proper advantage. livening visits he
cannot make; the late hour of dining is an obstacle.
Morning calls are a mere ceremony, performed for
the most part by his card; and nsidnight crowds
arcenot society. Itisonly at diniiers that he finds it.

These scem the chosen scenes of Fnglish hospi-
tality. 'They are scldom large. Mr. Jefferson’s rule
was, and he knew how to appreciate the refinements
of social life, not fewer than the graces, nor more
than the muses ; within which limits, conversation
might be Lept general—always.its highest though
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most difficull recommendation, implying constant
forbearance, not less than disciplined ease in all the
company. »\t the London dinners, from twelve
to sivteen scem a favousite number.  Often they
ara smgller.  Individual character and accomplish-
meits, reserved at fast i these classgps, here begin
to open.  Sully, alter Paulus /Emiliung, said, that
to marshal an army and grder =n entertainment,
were equally diflicult. Those of which T would
wpeak, present no discordant feelings or topics,
Al obey forms “with whidh all are l';u;\ilizlr, and
thus conversation moves along under common con-
tributions snd well-observed restraints.  "There s
no ambition for effect ; never any for victory; to give
pleasure, not try strength, heing the common aim.
In the w]ml_c tone, you remark nothing so much
as @ certam simp]ici.ty, the last attaimment of high
cducation and practised intercourse,

Alluding to stich characteristics, 1 proceed a
hittle further; I would raise, as far as I may, the
curtain of these sanctuaries, in another sense. 1
would show the tables, in their orderly and beau-
tiful arrangements; all alike, yet all varying—
alike m general  conformity—varying as taste
varics, where there is sglf-confidence in its indul-
gence, an¢ all have the means of indu]g.ihg‘ it.

10 -
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The word fashion, T have not heard, nor seca its
principle, in mere mitation.  The servants are
always in full number, and so trained s to leave
to the master and mistress no care but that of en-
tertaining their guests. The quantity of silver,
strikes me as among the evidences of a boundless
opulence.  livery day—every where—its glittering
masses attract the ey~; plates through constant
changes; dishes and other articles the most mas-
sive, whether {or use or embellishment; the full
service, as seen at first) v disclosed through the
various courses, exhibiting an aspect of surpassing
Justre.  Not unfrequently the fretted workmanship
and romantic patterns of past ages still remain ;
pointing, hke family paintings, to diflerent epochs
of time, and seeming to be cherished with almost a
like fecling. Toreigners, from whatever part of
Furope, are in like manner struck with this profu-
sion of #olid and sumptuous plate upon Fnglish
tables, as unknown in any other capital to an ex-
tent at all approaching to comparison. The pos-
sessors long accustomed to it all, scem unconscious
of its presence; but the forcigner sces in it, the
national as individual riches, Wlence proceed,
he as.lgs himself; the incones that retain, and con-
tinue to ucquire, in fresh accuinulatibn, luxuries so



’ .
1818.] COURT UF LONDON, 315

costly, but from the land ¢ and what would be the
land, with the worlss upon it ; what the crops on
its surfacedor miines underncath, bt for the manu-
factuts and trade ol thescountry, which hring all
into walue by a vast and incrcasing  demand;

increasing at home; as abroad: w war, as in
peace ! )
Our dinner to-day illosteated, s one instance,
the general characteristies alluded to. It was
not large.  Lord and Lady Staflord, the Larl
and Countess of Surry, ]f:ul_y Flizabeth Levison
Gower, Lord l‘ldll(,lf: Gower, and a foew more,
made the party.  'The country life in England, was
much spohen of 5 also the Titerary l;llhlicn!iuns of
the day, thiz family being distinguizhed by the lite-
rary accomplizhments ol its members, The paint-
imgs of the masters hung all around us. Our hos-
pitable entertainers invited  Mre<. Rush and oy =elf
to visit them at their xeat, Trentham, is Staflord-
shive, than which we could not have known a higher
gratificatiaqn.  Another topic, always gratetul, was
not pitssed by 3 our country.  Cordial things were
said of it, and enlightencd wishes expressed, that
two nations so connceted as Fngland and the Uni-
ted States, might long sce their wiy to mutual
good will' T.eaving the table, we were an "hour in
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the drawing rooms, always an agreeable close to
English dinners. On entering. them, the cup of
Mocha coflce is handed ; to which, afier a short
interval, tea succceds—the black tea. Ladics
make part of these dinners, adding to their at-
tractiveness ; they leave the table first, the gentle-
men soon following and rising altogether ; on no
occasion have I obscrved any onc leave the table,
until all rise. We had music from St. James’s
Park, into which the windows of Staflord house
look. Its notes were the: <ofter lrom the stillness
of that scenc, and the breczes of a charming sum-
mer night.

June 20. Ilad an interview with Lord Castle-
reagh. He read the first draught of a note to me,
inviting the United States to co-operate in putting
down the slave trade, asking my suggestions as to
any modifications. [ had none to offer; and it
was accordingly sent as prepared. I drew up an
answer to the general cflect of the sentiments I
had cxpressed n our conversations, promising to
refer the whole subject to my government.

I now rcnewed the topic of impressment. Al-
though in our conference of the eleventh, I had
made known the willingness of-the nited States
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to exclude from their naval and merchant service
all British scamen,mative as well as naturalized, I
did not thitk proper to let the proposition rest on
the fodting of a verbal offgt, but reduced it to wri-
ting, ig terms as follow :

« The proposal submitted by the Undersigned to
Lord Castlercagh, upon the subject of impressment,
on the eighteenth of April, not being found accept-
able, he has the honour to ofler on behalf of his
government the follogfi',g . Fach nation rigidly to
exclude fiom service on board of their ships of war
and merchant vessels, o/l native bo‘rn subjeets or
citizens of the other.  'The checks and pregautions
stated n the tormer paper, to guard agaimst fraudu-
lent nataralization, to be resorted to (with the pro-
per modifications) to prevent imposition relative to
the birth place of scamen, or others adopted.  Sea-
men alrcady naturalized in the United Sthtes, to be
excluded from the opcration of the agreement, as
these, by stheir laws, cannot be included. The
numbdr of thi§ class is believed to be small, and in
a short time would cease altogcther. Although
the stipulation for exclusion must be reciprocal, a
provision to be inserted authorising the, United
States, if 'so dispoged, fo dispense with the obliga-
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tions it would impose on their own seimen, when-
ever the latter may choosc of their own accord to
enter the British scrvice ; this power ef dispensa-
tion to be reciprocal, if desired. -

% Should the above proposal be accepted,.it will
follow, that all British scamen or subjccts now in
the United States, and not heretofore naturalized,
will be excluded from their sea scrvice, and that
all who arrive in future will be cxcluded. Great
Britam, on her part, to come into a distinct stipu-

lation, not to impress ek out of American ves-

sels.” R.R.

I handed this paper to his lordship. ‘The pro-
posal had, as T knew, been rejected; but T knew
the President’s desire to scttle this great question,
and belicved that T should be more truly the organ
of his will, by putting the proposal in a shape in
which it ntight go upon the archives of his majes-
ty’s government. I even cherished the hope, that
other views might yet be taken of it by fireat Bri-
tain. Ilis lordship, on rcading the paper said, that
he would lay it before the cabinet on his return
from Ireland, whither he was going the day follow-
ing, and should the proposal, now that it had taken
this form, still be .objected “to, perhaps it might be
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thought advisable to put in writing the counter
opipions of Great Pritain. Nothing further passed
at this intagview.

The gencral clection fgr a new House of Com-
mons being in progress, and the hustings at Covent
Garden open, I saidy when about to come away,
that I intended to go there. If §'0u can wart a”~
few minutes, said his lordghip, I will go with you;
I want to vote. 1 replied, that I should be happy
tno go under such auspices.  You might have better,
he remarked. * At this -..Sment Sir William Scott
was annomnced, anti I took my leave, finding my
own way. to the hustings. They gave a repulsive
picture of an Inglish clection.  Sir’ Murray Max-
well, was the miuisterial candidate; Sir Francis
Burdett, Sir Samuel Romilly, and Mr. Iunt, on the
other side. The first was not only hissed and
hooted in the most violent manner by the populace,
but on a forme? day had been wounded by missiles.
He appeared with his arm tied up, and a bandage
over his cye. I was glad to get away from such a
sccne.of tumult. In alittle while Lord Castlereagh
arrived. His' remark was prophetic; for he was
literally mobbed. Having given his vote for Sir
Murray Maxwell, viva voce, as the English custom
is, he was recognized, and four or five huhtred of
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the people under opposite banners, pursued him.
He took refuge in a shop in Leigester square, where
he was obliged to escape by a bacls way, until
finally he found sheltergn the admiralty. JIf the
ministerial candidate and his supporters were thus
roughly treated, they bore it with the greatest cor-
posure. The former on re-uppearing after his
wounds, again mounted the Jwstings to make a
specch.  Being told that pains would be taken to
discover and punish the authors of the outrage, he
forbad all inquiry, saymg he had no doubt they
acted thoughtlessly, without aay intention of hurt-
ing him; a stroke of policy that broughf him fresh
votes. As to Lord Castlercagh, I was informed,
that on rcaching the admiralty, he turned round,
and, with cool complaisance, thanked his pursucrs,
then closc upon him, for their ‘escort, saying that
he would not trouble them to accompany him
farther ; which drew huzzas in his*favour.

July 1. Dined at the Chancellor of the exche-
quer’s.  is residence 12 in Downing strect ;-1 may
add that it is historical. Ilis dining room was
once Mr. Pitt’s, who lived here while prime minis-
ter; and still earlier, it was Sir Robert Walpole’s
residence. A portrait of the latter, hung on the
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wall; in garing on which you might readily trace
the, composed countenance that cuabled him to sit
unmoved .under the batteries of Wyndham, and
Shippen, and Pultney. Tgere were at table, Mr. and
Mlbb Vanblltart, Mr. and Mrs. East, Lord Harrow-
by, the ambassador fom the N etherl.mds, the Prus-
sian ambassador, Mr. Arbuthnot secretary of thé”
treasury, and Mr. M’Kensie.

Mr. Pitt was spoken of Lord Harrowby said,
that he was a finc Greek scholar; also that he had
retained with singular »<&uracy his niathcmatics
acquired at school. -‘Fle spoke of Lord Grenville’s
attaimments as a classic, particularly in Greck, and
his skill in languages generally, of which he knew
a great many. Lord Harrowby himself has high
reputation in this line, modern languages, as well
as the cldssics, bling at his command in great
purity. He spoke of words that had obtained a
sanction in the United States, in the congdemnation
of which he could not join; as for example, lengthy,
which imported he said what was tedious as well
as long, an idea that no other English word scemed
to convey as 'well, T remarked, that we were a
little unfortunate in the United States in onc thing
as regarded language; for that if persons, no mat-
41 '
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ter how illiterate, used wiong words, they were
brought to light as Americanisms, whercas in other
countrics, such things were passed by as vulgar-
isms; thanking his lordsgip howcver for throwing
his shicld over lengthy, as to which I joined him in
opinion. . ‘

Mr. Vansittart had been reading some of the
official documents of our government. [fe said
that our appropriations for the military service for
the year excecded those of Great Britain, in pro-
portion to the size of g two armics; remarking
that the DBritish army was the most expensive in
Furope. 'The Dutch was next, he said; the
Russian cheapest. The last cost but a seventh
part as much, man for man, as the British. Isaid
that the expense of an army in the United States,
arose from the ease with which subsistence was
other.wisc obtainable ; moreover, that the service
was not popular in peace. IHe assigned a further
reason—our large proportion «-" artillery ; we had
three thousand, to an army of ten thousand ; whilst
the British artillery, to an army of a hundred thou-
sand, amounted to not more than saven tholusand.
This I explained by saying, that one of the chicf
uses of a small standing army in the United States,
was tokeep fortifications i order; adding that we
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also made lyrge cxpen&iturcs upon them, under our
military appropriations.

Iowe warm acknowledgments to Mr. Vansittart ®
for hpsplt.lhucs and other acts of kindness, during
the whole of my mission ; ; appreciated the more in
my publu, and persopal feelings, from his high sta-
tion in the cabinet, in conjunction’with his judie:
vidual distinction and various worth.

In a rencwed conversation I asked him, what
work was regarded as containing the best account
of the British finances ? Fe said it wag diflicult to
arrive at a knowledge of them from any single
work ; bht, on the whole, he considered Sir John
Sinclair’s, for the periods it cmbraced, as most
satisfactory. :

July 15. Wewére at a party at the Marchioness
ot Herefords, Manchester square, given to the
Prince Regent. The foreign ambassadors and
ministers, the cabinet ministers, a large asscmblage
of peers and peeresses, with others prominent in
these, c]a.sscs, werc present. The rooms, which
blazed with Itght, were on the ground floor, con-
trary to the vsual construction and arrangement of
the houses in London, which place the rooms of
entertainment a story higher, called the fitst floor;
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the evening being fine, the é,rardens ware also illu-
minated ; and the Regent's tull band was statloned
there, giving us fine music, Whl]bt the flowers gave
out their fragrance. 1 havc but just rcmmkcd that
evening parties, or routs, arenot the places for con-
versation ; there is too much glare, and 0.\(-1tcmunt,
-+aQ,constant a' movement from the flow of compa-
ny—soretimes a thousand and more—arriving
and departing ; the names of the former being con-
stantly passed through a line of scrvants, whose
voices are also in requisition for calling up the car-
riages of the latter.  All, as at dinner parties, ar-
“rive and go away in carriages, nobody walk-
ing, that I'sce.  But although there s little chance,
generally, of conversation at routs, sometimes it
may be gleancd in seraps.  On this occasion I had
somc with %% o the subject of the Canadas.
I threw out with what care I might, the scntiments
cxpressed on a preceding page, on this head; but
I did not find that they were 1 ponded to. The
topic was not pressed to an argument on cither
side; but-enough was said to cnable rhe to infer
his opinions to be, that Britain, sheuld she ever
think any of her great national interests sufficiently
at stake to do so, could crect barricrs and accumu-
late milifary means in those provinces of a very
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fearful kind., It is no\probnblc that arguments
Would change the opunon of cither party; nations,
for the most pzut bem«r little moved by them, until

after some cxpoucncc of the ultima ratio.

J.uly.l!'). Went with Mrs. Rush to an entertain-
ment at Carlton [Touse, gfven by the Prince Regeat=
in honour of the nmrr,irlges of the Duke of Clarence
and Duke of Kent. We hed introductions in com-
mon with the rest of the forcign ministers, to the
royal brides. These marrifges, with those of the
Princess Elizabeth, aad Duke of Cambridge, all
within a ‘recent period, have led to a succession
of cntertainments in which the diplomatic corps

have all participated.
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CITAPTER XVIL

NTERVIEW WITH LORD CAXTLEREAGH—CENERAL NE-
GOTIATION PROPOSED—COMMYSRCIATL, CONVENTION OF
1815-—LEUROPEAN MEDIATION BETWEEN SPAIN AND
HER COLONIES. DINNER AT MR. VILLIERS’S. THE
QUARTERLY REVIEW. WINTERVIEW WITH LORD CAS-
TLEREAGH-—PROPOSAL FOR A:GENERAT, NEGOTIATION
ACCEPTED—MR. GALLATIN TO TAKE PART IN IT—
MR. ROBINSON AND MR. GOULBURN, THE BRITISH NE-
GOTIATORS, COMMERCIAL CONVENTION ov [81D,
DINNER AT SIR JOIIN SINCLAIR’S—AT MR. BENT-
NAMS—AT THFE FRENCH AMEASSADOR'S.  INTER-
VIEW WITH LORD CASTLEREAGH—COURSE OF GREAT
BRITAIN AND THE UNITED STATES TOWARDS SPAIN

AND HER COIONIES. AFFAIR )} PENSACOLA.

July 16. Lorv Castlereagh returned from Ire-
land on the fourteenth. To-day It had an inter-
view with him.

I cntered at once upon the subject of the com-
mercial relations between the two conntries. 1 re-
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marked, that it was wix reluctance the President
had .given his consent to the act of Congress to
exclude from ports.of the United States, British
vessels com\mg from the West Indies or other
British colonics, from whose ports vessels of the
United*States were excluded.  The act indeed was
founded on cqual jus.tic and could hay no ground...
of complaint, as had }?Zn been agreed by Great
Britain; still, the President could not but know,
that its practical operation might be irritating to
individual interests which it would afléct in both
countries, and his dcsire was, to give cfficacy to
mcasuresemutually more beneficial and concilia-
tory. It was therefore that I was once more
instructed to propose to his majesty’s government
the negotiation of a gencral treaty of commerce.
The President deswed also, that the negotiation
should include other matters; and I recapitulated
the four followipg: 1. The question respecting
slaves carricd off from the United Statés, in con-
travention, as we alleged, of the treaty of Glent.
2. The question of title to Columbia river. 3.
That of the nrth-western boundary line, from the
Lake of the Woods. 4. The question, (one of
immediate and pressing importance,) rclating to
the fisheries. Upon all these, the Presidgnt pre-
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ferred negotiating dircct],, rather than resorting
to commissioners, as under the treaty of Ghent,
in the hope that it might prove the means of the
two governments coming morc speedily to an
understanding. If his majesty’s government was
preparcd to go into them all, in addition to the

-wguestion of agencral ti‘e‘mty of commerce, as the
whole would take a wide raage, the United States
would namec auother plenipotentiary to meet, in
association with me, any two designated by Great
Britain, . . :

Ilis lordship asked, what was to be understood
by a general trcaty of commerce. I replied, a
treaty that would open, not a temporary or preca-
rious, but permancnt intercourse with the British
West Indies, and their colonies in North America,
to the shipping of the Unitcé States; a subject
which, I admitted, it might secm unnccessary to
bring forward after the recently expressed opinions
of his majesty’s governmeut not to treat of it,
were it not that others of interest to both
nations were now coupled with it in a way
to give the proposition in some mecasure a new
character. .

He said that the British government would be
willing-to enter upon a negotiation on the commer-
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“cia] relations of the tWo countries; but he had no
authority th*say that the colonial system would be
cssentxally‘altered broken down it could not be.
1 said, that if it were nof to be departed from all,
of in no greater degree than as provided by*¥he
four articles spoken af in qur confer cnce of the third
of January, as those ajfticles had not proved *¥¢-
ceptable to my goverfimen, it did not appear to me
that any advanti'igeJ would be likely to arise from
going into the neégotiation. He replied, that he
was not prepared to answer definitively upon any
of the subjects, but Would lay them before the cabi-
net. He profeased it to be the carnest desire of
the British government to see the commercml in-
tercourse between the two countries placcd upon
the best footing at all pomts ; the stake to each
being alike impoi'ta’nt.

In the event of a negotiation not being opened
on the broad grouﬁds I had stated, hie lordship

~asked if it were yet in my power to inform him of
the intentions of my government as to the existing
convention of J uly 1815, now soon to expire.

I gave him b understand that the President was
willing to renevhﬁthus keeping it distinct from
all other questions. It was an instrument satisfac-
tory to the Wnited, States, becagsc, as far as it

42
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went, it placed the tonnage of the two countrics in
each other’s ports, on a footing of equality. Ilis
lordship expressed the rcadiness of hjs majesty’s
government to adopt that course. .

T next passed to South Amcrican affairs. 1
said that my government wes desirous of ascer-
"Htining the intentions of ke European Alliance in
regard to the contest in Ypat hemisphere, and
cspecially of learning those of Great Britain, as
far as she might be disposed to communicate
them. The information was sought not from a
mere desire to draw aside the veil of European
politics, but from the decp interest ‘the United
States took in that contest; and they asked no-
thing which they were not prepared to reciprocate,
being ready to disclose with candour their own
intentions. My government was not uninformed
of a gcﬁeral purpose of mediation by the European
Alliance;. but upon what precise basis, it did not
know. This was the point on which it desired
light.

His lordship made the following rép]ies. Ile
said, that the British government® was not only
willing, but desired, to communicate to the United
States, every thing in relation to the proposed
mediaifon. It acknowledged our natural interest
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in the question; but tl}lt, in fact, no plan for the
mediation had been to that hour matured.  Diffi-
culties hadyarisen with Spain, on points the most
cssensial ; they were incgeased by obstacles to a
quick | intercourse of counscls among partics so
reiote from cach othersas Londgn, St. Peters-
burgh, Vienna, and Madrid; cven the place 3 [T
the mediation had #fot heen? fived upon® "The
allicd sovereigns, when assembled at Aix la Cha-
pelle in the autumn, would probably take up the
subject, although meeting i,)rimarily for the consi-
dcration .of others; and as soon as a basis of
pacification had been laid down, he would not fail
to apprize me of it. '

Befere parting, he gave me the followintq picce
of information: that in consequence of the depre-
dations committed .upon the lawful commerce of
the world by cruisors ostensibly sailing under com-
missions from the Spanish colonics, the British
government had issucd instructions to some of its
armed vcsqcls to arrest and bring in, cruiscrs of
this dcscrlptlon, for the purposc of putting a stop
to the vexatidns and losses they inflicted npon
British commerce. **He added, that the orders did
not embrace cruisers fitted out bona fide in South

American ports.
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July 20. Dined at M/ Villiers’s, fiorth Audlcy
street; to whom I owe obligetion fofkindnesses
on many occasions, and not less for b's invariable
cxpressions of good will towards my ccuntry.
Field marshal Lord Ber(:sford, Lord Fitzroy
Somerset and Lady &itzrey, the Duchess  of
"Wellington, Mrs. Pole, Trd Maynard, Mr. Pon-
sonbﬁ Mrs. Villiers, and m‘yl':"wife, were the party.
Conversation turned chiefly on France. It was in
the spiritlof commex:dation I remark to be so
usual. _ ’

After dinner, Lord Beresford in conversation
with me, spoke of the Unitcd States. Ile was
under the impression that the Union would not
last. Our government he said had worked ex-
tremely well, so far; but must give way, he thought,
when the country grew to be highly populous as
well as powerful. I inculcated other doctrine,
mentioning, among our safeguards, the federa-
tive and national principle interwoven in our con-
stitution, and referring to shocks which the Union
had alrcady withstood in peacc and war. He
complimented our navy ; it had taken England by
surprise, high praise, had it earned no other, he
said; but, from its naturs, not likely to happen
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again. I expressed the \ope that all such occasions
might be far oﬂ' in» which he cordially joined.
]

July21. Mz, * * * * qalled upon me. Ile said
that there would appear in the next Quarfér[y
Review, an article dn ke life and character of
Franklin. It was to P> the medium of an attack
upon the United States, would disparage the
prople, and underrate the resources of the nation.
It would particularly examinc the cla.imé of the
United Statcs as a naval power, and strip them of
importange. It would state their tonnage at less
than nine hundred thousand, and as decreasing ;
endeavouring to show from this and other ,things,
that their maritime resources were not only incon-
siderable gt present, but not formidable in pros-
pect. The object of the publication, was to lower
the reputation of the United States in Europe.
To this end, it 'would be translated into French,
republished in Paris, and thence widely circulated.
Finally, that the article was already known to
persons who stood high in England and counte-
nanced by them.

The last part of what my informant communi-
cated, may, or may not, be true. The wl}ole, 18
of small concern. 'Cromwell saig, that a “gqve'rn-
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ment was weak that cotid not stand paper shot.

Who then shall write down natzm? Insignifi-

cant states escape assaults of the pen; powerful
oncs can bear them. Jf the United States have
long been exposed to these assaults, so hag [ing-
land. 'They come upon-her from abroad, but more
Trom at home. Auy bot& who will spend a fow
months in London, and, loowat only a portion of
the publications daily thrown from the press, will
be surprised at the denunciations he will surcly find
of England, written, apparcntly, with full thought
and dcliberation. The crimes and other c¢nor-
mitics committed by her people ; the pr(;ﬁigncy of
the lower orders, the vices of the higher; the cor-
ruptior;s of the government, its partiality, injustice,
tyranny ; the .abuses of law; the abuses in the
church;, the appalling dcbt, the grindiﬁg taxation,
the starving poor, the pa;npcred rich—these and
like topics on which arc based asdertions of wide-
spread depravity and sufferings unparalleled, are
urged in every form, and run out into all details.
It is not the cheap unstamped press, whick alone
reiteratcs them; but many of the highest and most
powerfully supported of ‘the journals. Somctimes
I'rance is attacked, sometimes Russia, sometimes
thé Holy Alliance, sometimes the United States;
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but England always. ‘the battering-ram against
her gcver—'.s‘t"op?s.: What English writers thus say
of their own_;country, and the picture is commonly
summed up with conﬁdent predictions of national
rum, crosses the channcl next day, is translated
into lrcnch and, as foretold of the forthcoming
article in the Quarterly Rcv1ew, circulated ove:~
Europe. 1In a month,-it has crossed the Atlantic,
and is circulating in America. Millions read, mil-
lions believe it. In the midst of it all England
continues to advance in pfosperity and power;
larope and the world beholding both in proofs
that arc irresistible. The cnlightened portions of
the world perceive also alongside of the picture of
moral dcformity drawn of her inhabitants, no mat-
ter how much may be true or how much exaggera-
ted, counteracting ficlds of excellence, public and
private, that exalt the English nation to a high
pitch of sober reaown. ,

It is in this manner I content mysclf as a citizen
of the United States. The last forty ycars have
~ witnessed their rapid advance, in prosperity and
power ; Europe and the world beholding both in
proofs as irresistible. The enlightencd portion of
the world will also infer, that a nation with a for-
cign commgree over-shadowing that of the gitatest
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nations of Europe, Epjland excqpted ;  whose
wholc tonnage instead of nine I;uﬁ@ed thousand,
alrcady exceeds fiftcen hundl(‘d thousand a nation
thronghout whose borders the pubhc libeyty and
prosperity have long been diffusing the means of
private comfort and the lights of general edmatlon,
~the cnlightened every whige will infer, that such a
nation cannot be wanting \y adequate intellectual
advancement or s.ocial.reﬁnemcnts, any more than
in political power.  "They follow, through the indis-
soluble connexion hetWeen causcs and clects.  In-
genuity and ill-nature hunting for exceptions, may
find them, as they surcly may bc found in
Lngland; bat the great ficld of excellence re-
maing. It will continuc to widen, until Britain
herself, encompassed as she is with glory, will in
time count it Licr chiefest gloty, to have been the
original stock of such a people. Of the often de-
nounced and little understaod, frame of our govern-
ment, a British statesman, v.unting ncither in saga-
city nor knowledge of history—Mr. Fox—remarks,
that it was precisely that constitution wlhich the
wisest wen of the world would give to the people of
the present age, supposing that they had to begin
on a clear foundation, and not to destroy any
thing «xisting at the cost g'?f anarchy,and civil war.
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Of such a censtitution, the citizen of the United
Statgs maf%’ﬁ'gt]y loast ; concluding in die addi-
tional words of Mr. Fox, that it is the “DBritish
constifution with the improvements of the experi-
enge of ten centurics.” Let then the writers of
travels and reviews, go on. What .thcy say in a
spirit of just inquiry or *emper that secks truth,we
ought to listen to, ,profiting even from censure.
But as to writers of another description—the
race of ignorant, passionate, scribblers—we mis-
spend time, and, I nced not add, forget scli-
dignity, in dwelling upon any thing that comes
from them.

July 23. Received a note from l.ord Castlereagh
requesting I would mcet hin at the foreign office
to-day. T'found Mr. Robinson with him. The
Jatter is president of the board of Trade, and has
recently been cidled to a seat in the cabiget.

Ilis lordship informed me that he had made
known my proposals to the cubinet, and that a
general ncéotiation would be agreed to, on all the
points I had sthted. With regard to the commer-
cial question, the British government did not
pledge itself to a departure from the colonial sys-
tem in any degree greager than hitherto, but would

43
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bring the whole subjcct,a’ﬁder review ; willing to
hope, though abstaining from promises, that some
modification of the system mutually beneficial,
might be the result of frank discussions rencwed
at the present juncture.

I replied that my government would heer thlq
determination with areat atisfaction, and joined
in the hope that thenew cffoi might be productive
of advantage to both countrics.

I now informed his lordship that Mr. Gallatin,
minister of the United“States at Paris, would take
part in the negotiation, and comec to London as
soon as it might suit the convenience of his majes-
ty’s governmcnt to appoint plenipotentiarics on the
side of Great Britain.

He replied, the sooner the better, saying, that
Mr. Robinson and Mr. Goulbourn would be ap-
pointed. He added, that he himself would be obli-
ged to set,out for the continent, irr August, to at-
tend the Congress at Aix la Chapelle, and that the
negotiation would have to proceed in his absence;
but expressed a wish that it might open,‘ before he
left town. I said that all our instructions had not
got to hand, but we cxpected them daily. He
asked, whether, to guard against delays incident
to a gtueral negotiation, I was prepared to agree
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separatcly toa renewal of the convention of 1815,
for 4 term of year¢ to be fixed. I informed him
that I was ip possession of a power to that effect.
i'roan the manner in which his lordship mention-
e, this subject, and it was for the third time, it
was cvident that thes British government strongly
desired the renewal cof the convention. 'Fhe
United States desire,t not Jess.  TIn the carly part
of the present month, by information transmitted
to me, more of our vessels were to be seen in the
port of Liverpovl, than those of any foréign power,
or even linglish vessels, coasters cxcepted. The
latter fact surprised me. It may be taken as an
indication that in the trade between the two coun-
tries, the United States are likely to have their
cqual share as carriers, as long as the charges
upon the vessels of cach, continue equal. 'This is
all that the United States ask. It is the offer they
make to all natwons. They hold it out in a perma-
nent statute, as the basis of their code of navigation.

July 24.. Dined yesterday at Sir John Sinclair’s,
Ormly-lodge, In the neighbourhood of Richmond.
He had invited us to come in the morning and
spend the day, for the, sake of an excursion upon
the Thames: Hampton court, Pope’s Willa at
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Twickenham, Strawberry4iill, the architecture-and
scencs of which Walpole has se vividly set before
us, with other places to call up histori¢al or classic
rccollections, would have been within our range ;
but we were, for this occasion, disappointed, My
interview with Lord &agtlercagh liad been fixed
for'an hour that prevented our leaving town in
scason, so that the pleasure of dining and passing
the evening at Ormly-lodge, was all we could com-
mand.

It was the first time I had been’so far into the
country since our arrival. Gardens, hedge-rows,
village churches, houses and walls with ivy grow-
ing about them, met the eye in all directions. Hecre,
were Bvcrgreens, cut into shapes as in Queen
Anne’s time; there, the modern villa, where art
was exerted to avoid all appearances of it; sc that,
cven in this short distance, the taste of different
ages might be secn. Looking ¢n the whole, I
could not avoid the thought, that the lawns so neat
and ficlds so fertile, were the same ground that the
plough had gone through when the Romanrs were
here. 'The more did this thought ¢ome over me,
as in the United States we have what we call “old
Sields,” worn out by too mych use, as we say, and
abandoned on that account. They areubandoned,
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1 mpst remark, for new, ones, morc fertile; but
whey these in turny become “old fields,” it seems
we need b in no despair of making the former
“old_fields” fertile again, gny more than the latter,
it being certain that the old fields of old Fngland
are still teeming withefertiliy.  'We drove through

Richmond Park, which completed the beauty of

the scenc. . .

Arrived at Ormly-lodge, we were courtcously
received at the door, and soon went to dinner.
Sir John and FLady Sinclair with several members
of their family, Mr. and Mrs. Pasil Cochrane of
Portman.squarc, Sir Benjamin and Lady Hobhouse,
with a few others, made the party: Sentiments
the most liberal, were expressed towards the United
States, both Sir John Sinclir and Sir Benjamin
Hobhouse imving an acquaintance with their con-
cerns that belonged to enlightened and inquiring
minds. The latter was president of the Agricul-
tural Society at Bath. 1le spoke of the agricul-
ture of the, United States. It had long been his
desire, he said, that the agriculturists of the two
countries should correspond, exchanging observa-
tions, and the results of their experiments. 1 said
that those of my couytry could scarcely object,
seeing how much .théy would be likely fo gain.
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He replied, that agricultérists in England would
gain too, and spoke of the advantage he had him-
self derived from a correspondence. with Mr.
Pcters of Belmont, president of the Agricultural
Socicty at Philadclphia; to whose knowledge he
bore testimony, and hw happy manner of impart-
ing it. He spoke of Mr. Coke’s farm at Holkham,
in Norfolk; it was in the highest order in which
it scemed possible for land to be, to illustrate pro-
ductive and beautiful husbandry; he did not know
that a weed could be found upon it. Tle called it
horticulture, upon a great scale. This cclebrated
farm consists of scveral thousand acreé; the en-
closure round his park was stated to be ten miles
in extent; his whole estatc in that county, to con-
tain about forty thousand acres. Having had the
gratification, at a subscquent 'day, of visiting Mr.
Coke at his Holkham estate, I am here reminded
of what lw told me was jocosely shid when he first
took possession of it; viz. that there was but one
blade of grass on the whole, for which two rabbits
were fighting! All accounts agree, that-it was
sterile.  Skilful farming, aided by capital, had
brought it, in the course of a single life, into the
state Sir Benjamin Hobhovse described, and repaid,
as was added, the large expenditures uponit. The
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remark from Broughamy Colonial Policy about
Holland was quoted: viz. that that country owed
its rich agrjculture to a combination of defects
in both soil and climate, which put man more
vpon his own cfforts. 'What a lesson to nations,
as to individuals! The nrinciple of the remark,
may be applied to England also; who, with her su-
perabundant riches aad strength, is greatly stinted
in natural advantages bestowed with a profuse hand
upon many other nations.

Sir John Sin¢lair’s conversation was instructive
and entertaining. He had the double fund of a
large mixture with the world and books, to draw
from. Early rising was a topic; he thought it
less corducive to health than was gencrall;f sup-
posed, owing to the morning cxhalations ; we heard
of the robustness of the old Saxons, but he doubted
il they were as powerful a race, physically, as the
Fnglish of the present day; and as to their going
to bed at dark, and getting up with the dawn, that,
he pleasantly said, was natural among a people
ignorant of the art of making candles! In the
evening, further’ company arrived from neighbour-
ing country seats; of the numbcr, were the Miss
Penns, descendants of the founder of Pennsylvania.
Pastimes fdllowed, promoted and shared By Sir
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John, whose qualitics incprivate life, do not, fall
behind those that have made, him known to his
country as a public man and author. T mentioned
on a former page the Chancellor of the exchgquer’s
opinion of his work on the British finances; I add
that on asking Mr. Celsc what work might be con-
subted with most advantage on the agriculture of
England, he replicd, that he knew of none, by a
privatec hand, better than Sir John Sincleir’s:—
high testimonials. We were driven back to
London at'mid-night dver Hounslow heath, a dark,
dreary place, but no longer a scenc of robberies ;—if
English novels, and their criminal calendar, furnish
accounts of these, as materials for the imagination,
it might also associate the shouts of James’s
army, encamped on this same heath, on hearing of
the acquittal of the seven bishops.

July 22. Dined at Mr. Jeremy Bentham’s. If
Mr. Bentham’s character be peculiar, sois his place
of residence. .

From my house north of Portman square, I was
driven ncarly threc miles through strects for the
most part long and wide, until I passed Westmin-
ster Abbey. Thercabouts, things changed; the
streets grew narrow, and all the houses seemed fall-
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ing down with age. Crowds were as thick, but not
as good looking, as,about Cornhill and the Poultry.
In a little wh.ilc I reached the purlicus of Qucen-
squaresplace.  "The farther Tadvanced, the more
C-Dllﬁn():{ was the space; at length, tarning
through a gatc-way, the passage was so narrow,
that I thought the whecls of my carriag:rc would have
grazed. It was a kind of blind-alley, the end of
which widened into a small, ncat, court yard.
There, by itself, stood Mr. DBentham’s house.
Shrubbery graced its arca, and flowers its window-
sills. It was like an oasis in the desert; its name
~the Hermitage.

Entering, he received me with thesimplicity of
a philosopher. I should have taken him for se-
venty or upwards.  Fivery thing inside of the house,
was orderly. The Turniture secmed to have been
unmoved since the days of his fathers; for I learned
that it was a pudrimony. A parlour, library, and
dining room, made up the suitc of apartments. In
each, was a piano, the cccentric master of the whole
being fand of music, as the recreation of his literary
hours. It was % unique, romantic little homestead.
Walking with him into his garden, I found it dark
with the shade of anc.icnt trees; which formed
a barrier against intrasion. In onc part,*was a

44
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high, dead wall, the back, of a neighbour’s house,
mouldering under the hand of time. In that house,
he informed me, Milton had lived. Perceiving that
I took an interest in this fact, e soon afterwards
obtained a relic from the house and sent it to me.
It was an old carved baluster, from the sfaircase,
which there was rcason to think the hand of the
great bard had often grasped—so said the note thas
accompanied the relic.” The interest T took in this
little article, appeared to him extraordinary. The
English who grow npsurrounded by the memorials
of their great men, or cvents of their history,
losc something of their sensibility to them; im-
pressions coastantly rencwed, become weak ; but
they Strike upon a citizen of the United States
all at once, awakening his curiosity and exciting his
feelings. ‘

The company was small, but choice. Mr.
Brougham, Sir Samuel Romilly,Mr. Mill, author
of the well known work on 1ndia, M. Dunont, the
learned Genevan, once the associate of Mirabeau,
in the carly scenes of the French rcvofulion, were
all who sat down to table. Mr. Beatham did not
talk much. ITehad a benevolence of manner suited
to the philaiithropy of his mind.  He seemed to be
thinking only of the convo:lriencc and pleasure of
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his guests ; not as a ruleol artificial breeding, as
from Chesterficld or Madame Genlis, but from in-
nate feeling. Bold as arc his opinions in his works,
here he was wholly unobtrusive of theories that

lﬂht not have commanded the assent of all pre-
sent. *Something clsc was remarkable.  'When he
did converse, it was in sunplc langudge, a contrast
to higs later writings, where an involved style, and
the use of new or unusuzl words, arc drawbacks
upon the speculations of a genius original and pro-
found, but with.the faults ofv solitude. , Yet some
of his carlier productions,arc distinguished by clas-
sical brevity and clearness.

Mr. Brougham talked with rapidity and energy.
There was a quickness in his bodily movements in-
dicative of the quickness of his thoughts. Tle
showed in vonversition the universality and disci-
pline that he exhibits in parliament and the courts
of law. The gftairs of South America, English
authors, J ohnson——l’opc——Swift—Mi]toﬁ—Drydcn
—Addison (the criticisms of the last on Paradise
Lost he thought poor things;) anccdotes of the
living judges,of England; of lord chancellors,
living and dead ; the crrors in Burrow’s Reports,
not always those of the reporter, he said; the uni-
versitics of Oxford and Cambridge; the ggnstitu-



348 RESIDENCE AT THE [1818.

tion of the United States—these were topics that
he touched with the pmmptltudc and power of a
master. 1le quoted trom the ancient classics, and
pocts of modern Ttaly, (the latter in the original
also) not with the ostentation of scholarship, which
he 1s above, but as 3.l thoy. came out whcthel:rhc
would or no, fmidst the multitude of his irrepressi-
ble ideas and illustrations. lle handled nothing
at length, but with a }m‘ppy bfcvity; the rarest art
in conversation, when loaded with matter like his.
Sometimes he despatched a subject in a parenthesis ;
sometimes by a word, that told like a blow. Not
long after this my first mecting with him, ‘one of his
friends informed me that a gentleman whose son
was akout to study law, asked him what books he
ought to read ? « Tell him to begin with Demosthenes
and Dunte.” What,to make a lawyer?said the father.
“Yes,” he replicd, “and if you don’t take, we won’t ar-
gue about it.” Mr. Mill, M. Dumont, and Sir Samucl
Romilly, did their parts towa:us keeping up the ball
of conversation, which however was hit oftenest
and hardest by Mr. Brougham, though he did not
monopolize, any more than argue. Sheridan being
spoken of, Sir Samucl Romilly, who had frequently
heard him in the House of Commons, said, that
nothing could be more marked than the difference
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betwcen the, parts of his speeches previously arran-
ged for delivery, and the extemporancoas parts.
The audience could discover in a inoment when hee
fell in.to the Tatter. It was well known, he remark-
.ed, that all the highly wrought passages in his
;peocflcs on Hastings’ impeachment, were prepared
before hand and committed to methory. T agked
whether by writing down, or only by the mind pie-
viously arranging the ]:mgf:age aud throwing it upon
the memory, without the pen.  He seemed to think
the former, adding that Sheaidan was slow, notwith-
standing his apparent quickness; and not a well-
informed man, for his high standing and fame.
After we rose from table, Mr. Bentham sought
conversation with me about the United® States.
“ Keep your salaries low,” said he; “4t is one of
the secrcts of the success of your government.”
“ But what is this,” he inquired, “ called a board of
navy commissipners that you have Iutcl‘y set up; 1
don’t understand it?” T explained it to him, «I
can’t say that llike it,” he replied; ¢ the simplicity
of your pliblic departments has herctofore been one
of their recommendations, but boards make screens ;
if any thing goes wrong, you don’t know where to
find the offender; it was the board that did it, not
one of fhe members: always the baord, the
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board!” T got home at a late hour, having wit-
nessed a degrec of mtcllnctuftl point and strength
'throughout the whole evening, not casily to have

’

been cxceeded.

July 30. The Trench ambassador gave an en-
tertainment to" the Prince Regent. There were
present all the foreign ambassadors and ministers,
Lord Castlercagh, Tord Mclv.i]lc, Lord Stewart,
Lord Binning, the vice chancellor, and other offi-
cial characters, the cbmpany being large. The
dinner arrangements were in part on the models of

‘ France; the wines were Burgundy, 'T'okay, La-fitte,
St. Julien, sillery champagne non mowusseuz, and
others M csteem at such tables; ally as is the custom
in England, on the table at the same time, to be
used as preferred.  In the fruit* course, ‘were dis-
played the mingled fruits of France and England;
from the gardens of the former, ang hot houses of
the latter. In E naland it is only Dby heat so ob-
tained, that fruit can have its full flavour; yet so
numerous all over the 1sland are these racep,taclcs
of artificial heat, that they become as another sun
to the English climate.

Beautiful as was the appearance of every thing,
the chief attraction did not liesthere; but in the dis-
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tingwished entertainers, tye Marquis and Marchio-
ness [’Osmond. Krench society has always been
celebrated; the Sevignés, the du Deffands, the de
Levisgs, and.a thousand others, have told us of it.
~The mauners of the I'rench of those days, in spite
of the alloy mixed with thom,comman(l admiration,
and arc embalmed in the literaturce of the nation;
it may be added, of Furope. "Their influence sur-
vives in Irance; for even tnose who discard totally
French politics of the same ages, cherish the ex-
ample of persomal accomplisliments thatyave grace
and ornament to social life. 'The memory of them
was recafled on the occasion of this entertainment.
But among personages of the cluss ass )nblcd
exterior attractions arc not all that engage the
thoughts.  Dinners and cntertainments are cpi-
sodes, and’'in the drawing rooms of London as
saloons of Paris, often become subscrvient to the
main occupatior, ¢ What’ z{s a,” whispered to me
in the course of the ovenmg an ambassador from
onc of the :grcat powers, “what is it we hear about
Pensacola? are you going to have difficulty with
Spain ?” 1 replied, that T hoped not.  May I hear
Jrom you the circumstances—I should be glad to in-
SJorm my court what they are” I said they were
simply thege: JThe United States were at wir with
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the Scminole Indians, a trive dwelling partly in Flo-
rida; Spain was bound by treaty to restrain their
“hostilities from within her own linc; ncvertheless,
they crossed the line, attacked our people, and fell
back into Florida; therc, they rccruited for new
attacks, and when puvsucd, found shelter, it was
hoped without the knowledge of Spain, in the
Spanish posts of St. Marks and Pensacola. Such,
in a word, were the facts on which General Jack-
son, commander of the United States troops, had
acted. He had acco;dillgly taken possecssion of
those fortresses ; not as an act of hostility to Spain,
but in necessary prosecution of the war aéainst the
Indiany, and ‘defence of our own frontier, The
ambassador said, that Europe would look with in-
terest upoﬂ the progress of the affair. I gave the
same information to one of the ministers plenipo-
tentiary. 'The latter remarked, that the diplomatic
ews: for, said he, we have

corps were full of thé:.n
had nothing of late ' &cting ; it smacks of war.”
1 said, that I had no belief that the United States
would detain the posts an hour after the necessity
that led to their being taken, ccased.

Mr. Poletecca, appointed minister from Russia
to the United States, was of the company. He
spoke'(')'f the friendly dispositions he should carry
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with hlm to my country, by command of his sove-
relgn So stronﬂly, he said, were his instructions
imbued with this spirit, that he would not scruple
to read then to Mr. Adams, when he got to
Washmgton. I learned, not from Mr. Poletccca,
but. otflerwise, that they related in part to the
United States joining the Holy Alliartce. This may
seem strange. It may be cxplained by the remark,
that thgre was nothing objectionable in the ends
proposcd on the face of this alliance; religion,
peace, and justice among nations, beipg its pro-
fessed objects. It was, howcever, a sufficient objec-
tion to any frce government becoming party to it,
that it sprung “from the wills of rresponsible sove-
reigns, was perfected by their autograph slgn/ Zturcs,
and susceptible, from its very nature, of~being in-
terpreted aad cnforeed to their own ends. The
emperors of Russia and Austria, and the king of
Prussia, first sigred it. England dcclmed on the
ground that by the fom%i%%er constitution no
treaty or league of any kind was cver signed by the
monarch in berson, but by ministers responsible to
the nation. A yepresentative of one of the sccond
rate powers of Europe remarked to me at this din-
ner, on the mortification which such powers felt at
having all their movements brouglit under the in-
45
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spection and control of this alliance. He told,
very happily I thought in this connex1on, the ancc-
dote of the Dutch dlllbdbbd(]OI‘ who was sent to
make peace with Louis XIV., after his first suc-
cesses against Holland; but who, on heaunfr the
extravagant terms demandod by Louis, swooned
away, as being of a nature never to be yiclded, and
which he knew not how to resist!

The Prince Regent sat on the right of the
I'rench ambassador, and the whole cutertainment
was sumptuous. Tke company remained until a
late hour in the drawing rooms, under the spell of
French aflabilitv and taste.

Julj 31. Had an interview with Lord Castle-
reagh, b;r appointment, at the French ambassa-
dor’s, yesterday. He informed me that the court
of Madrid had made Propositions to Great Britain
to mediate between, "Spain and her colonies, and
invited the Luropean»Aﬁm e tojoin. 'The invita-
tion was given in a note from the Spanish ambas-
sador in London, written carly this month. He
had not known it at the time of cur interview on
the sixteenth, having then just got back from Ire-
land, and a convenient opportunity of noticing it
had net offered when we were together afterwards.
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He had therefore sought this interview. He
could not better unfold the subject than by put-
ting into my hands the notes that had passed on
the ocg:asmn, first, the one from the Spanish am-
bassador ; next, the answér of the British govern-
ment, drawn up a few days ago; thirdly, as coup-
ling itsclf with the subject, a note df the Britjsh
government of the twenty-eighth of August 1817,
addresscd to the allicd powers and made known to
Spain, containing the sentiments of Great Britain
as to a mediation at that time, .

I read each note. The introductory matter of
the Spanish ambassador’s spoke of the rebellious
nature of the war in the colonies, of the past clem-
ency of Spain, and her continued wﬂlmgnetho ter-
minatc the quarrel. It then laid down.ile follow-
ing as the basis onswhich a mediation was asked:
1. An amnesty to the colonies on their being re-
duced. Lord Gastlereagh explained this word,
which was a translation ﬁ@m the Spamsh by say-
ing that Spain did not mean coaquered, but only
that the cdlonies must desist from hostility. 2.
The king of Spain to employ in his public service
in America, qualified Americans as well as Euro-
pean Spaniards. 3. The king to grant the colonics
privileges of trade adapted to the e¥isting posfure of
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things. 4. The king to acqulesce m all measures
the mediating powers mlght suggest to eﬁ'ect the
above objects.

The British answer approved the ‘propositions,
as general ones, but called for explanati(;ns by_
which the meaning of some of them might ve ren-
dered more définite. Tt exprcssed an opinion that
the dispute ought to be healed without taking away
the political supremacy of the parent state. It
declared that the trade of the colonies ought to be
frce to the rest of the world, the mother country
being placed upon a footing of rcasonable prefer-
ence. Lastly, it made known, that Greut Britain
would do no more than interpose friendly offices,
using fo compulsion should they fail.

The British note of August 1817, related chiefly
to the commercial freedom of the colonies and the
non-employment of force. Tt was very explicit
on the first point, going the length the United
States had done, of. étjlyin;-; that Great Britain
would accept no privileges of trade at the hands of
the colonies not open to other nations; and on the
second point, unequivocally disavowing all inten-
tion of forcing the colonies by arms, into any
measures whatever. The proffered mediation at
this period went off on the' question of the slave
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trade, Britain urging its abolition by Spain on
terrnq to whlch the Jatter would not then ussent.

These state papers, the purport of which I give *
succinctly, without following the precise words,
record tho opinions of ' Great Britain on the
settlenfent of this contest at the epochs indicated.

When I had finished reading thetn, his lordship
asked if T was in possession of the views of my
own gpvernment as'to a basis of settlement,

I replied in the affirmative ; informing him that
the desire of my governmentwas, that the colonies
should be completely emancipated from the parent
state. It was also of opinion, that the contest
never would, or could, be settled otherwise.

T added, that the United States would decline{'alcing
party if they took part at all, in any p[anmf pacifica-
tion, except on the basis of the independence of the colo-
nies,

This was the detcrmination to which my govern-
ment had come, on much-deliberation, 'and I was
bound to communicate it in full candour. It had
hoped that the views of Great Britain would
have been the, same.

His lordship appeared to reccive the communi-
cation with regret. He admitted that the United
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States stood in different, relations tg the contest,
from those which Great Britain held; as well by
reason of the Furopean engagements of the l;xttcr,
as other causes. Still, he sincerely Cdesire'd that
our two governments should have acted in full har-
mony of opinion. e perceived the deep interest
which the United States had in the whole ques-
tion; on which account their concurrence with
Europe on all the grounds of mediation, although
they took no part in it, would not have been
without an influenc® in rendering it effectual.
The fundamental point of difference was further
discussed between us; but 1 gave his lordship no
reasop to supposc that the determination of the
United "S‘tutes would undergo a change. The con-
versation was conducted and terminated in a spirit
altogether conciliatory. ’ )

.The policy of the United States on the great
question of Spanish American Independence, could
not have been differént.  They owed it to the actual
position of the colonies; to their future destinies;
to the cause of human liberty in the new fiemisphere.
Their determination to act upon this policy, was
accelcrated by the cxertions of a distinguished
patriot and statesman, of the republic, Mr. Clay;
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whose comprehensive forecast outran the doubts of
others, and whose commanding clequence, never
tmng in this cause, made its nopression on the *
legislative ¢ ounsels and pubh(, opinion of the nation.
It was a noble spectacle fo sce the United States
stretchl out their powerful haid to these infant com-
munitics, auficipating the freest government of Ku-
rope in announcing the decrece of their independence;;

a branch of [‘mopt,an and American affairs on
which I may have more to say, if this work be
continued. My, Canning al a subscquent day,
earned a just and brillant portion of his fame, by
throwing® the mighty /Egis of Britain over thelr
freedom; wln(,h but enhances the fame oﬁ their
American champion, who was forcmob‘.t in the
competition. ‘

When we had doite with this subject, his lordship
asked if T had any accounts from my government
of the capturc o4 Pensacola. 1 said, nqne as yet
that were official ; but I improved the opportunity, as
in other instances at the French ambassador’s, of
giving him *an outline of the transaction. He ex-
pressed a hope that it would not lead to a breach of
our peaceful relations with Spain, adding that
nothing had yet been received on Ehc subject from
the British mipister at-Washington.
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August 12. Called at the forcign office, to in-
form Mr. Planta, that Mr. Gallatin would probably
arrive in England in a few days, by way of vaer,
on the business of the ‘negotiution. 1 requested
that the necessary passports might be forwarded,
for according to him cvery facility in landing and

coming to London.
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CHAPTER XVIIL

INTERVIEW WITH LORD CASTLEREAGH—IMPRESSMENT
—CASES  OF ARBUTHNOT AND AMBRISTER. MR.
GALLATIN ARRIVES IN LONDON. PREPARATORY
CONFERENCE AT NORTH CRAY, THE SEQT OF LORD
CASTLEREAGH, IN KENT, WHERE TIIE NEGOTTATORS
DINE AND PASS THE NIGHT. APPEARANCES OF THE
COUNTRY. 'OPENING OF THE NEGOTIATION,-—- HE
POINTS RECAPITULATED. LAST lNTERVIIva’ WITH
LORD CASTLEREAGH ON IMPRESSMENT, PLISR TO HIS

DEPARTURE FOR A LA CHAPELLL.

August 14. (alled on Lord Castlereagh by his
invitation.

He informed me that causes had occurred to pre-
vent the cohgress of sovereigns assembling at Aix
la Chapelle as soon as had been cxpected. The
time was now fixed for the twenticth of September;
he was the better pleased at this dclay, as it
ensured him the opportanity of beirlg present at the

46
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commencement of our pegotiation. « I expressed 7
my satisfaction at the informztion, and in tuyn in-
formed him, that the full powers and instructions
to Mr. Gallatin and myself had arrived, and that
I expected Mr Gallatin from Pavis ma day or tyos’
He next surpriscd me, and agrecably, by reviv-
ingr the subject of impressment ; for 1 feared that it
had been cntirely expunged from our conferences.
He premised, that what he was going to siy, was,
for the present, without the knowledge of his
colleagucs in the ad;tninistrai.iorn; "he had reflected
upon my late proposals, which had, it was true,
been rejected, as they now stood ; but i:ecling the
grcnf?:\ ‘impor'tancc of this subject, and willing to
avoid if\ possible shutting it out from the general
negotiatio}l, it kad occurred to him to offer some
suggestions to me in relation to it. Ilc thought
that my proposals might, perhaps, be rcndered
acceptablz by some modificatiébns mmportant to
Great Britain, without affecting, as he hoped, the
primary object of the United States. The modifi-
cations were these. ' )
1. That any treaty or conventiori founded on my
proposals should be limited to cight, ten, or twelve
years, with liberty to cach party to be absolved
from " ifs stipulations on a 'nofice of \hree or six
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months ; as it the existing®rrangement between the
two eountrics for the reciprocal dismantlement of
their flotillas jon the lakes.

2. 'Phat the British boarding officer, entering
Ascrigan ships at sea, for a purpose agreed by both
nations to be justifialde under the laws of nations,
should be cutitled to call for a list of the créw:
and if he saw a scaman known to Lim, or on good
ground.s suspected, to be a British scaman, should
have the further privilege of making a record, or
procés wverbal, of the fact, in such manner as to
bring the,case under the notice of the government
of the United States, but not to take the manput
of the ship. . ".’

The latter regulation, his lordship bserved,
would operate as a further incentive to the faithful
execution of our home prohibitions for excluding
British subjects from our vessels; the former, guard
against any irrévocable rclinquishmentshy Cireat
Britain of what she believed to be her right of im-
pressment—-a relinquishment which the feelings of
the codntry might not on trial be found to bear.

To the first ‘modification I saw no iné%nouut—
able objection. The second I viewed very difler-
ently; but as, in the pragress of the negotiation, a
hope might’ réasonably be entertained of 'g'etting
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rid of the second, if thefirst were atlopted, ¥ said
to his lordship, that although T would express no
opinion on the proposed modifications, apart from
my colleague, whose arrival was so soon exjected,
I saw cnough in the suggestion of them to briug
the subject again within thé pale of our discus-
sions.

Iis lordship passed to a new subject, his man-
ner showing the intcrest he felt init. It was the
exccution, by order of General Jackson, of two
British subjects, Arbuthnot and Ambrister. This
transaction grew out of the war against the Semi-
nos Indians., Ambrister was takeri in the field,
ﬁghtil}g on their side, against the forces of the
United Sta‘tcs; Arbuthnot was made prisoner in the
Spanish fort of St. Marks, and charged with in-
stigating the Indians to war against our troops
and people. His lordship inquired if T had any
intelligende from my governtuent ‘respecting these
executions, saying that his majesty’s government
had none, as yet, from Mr. Bagot. 1T replied, that
neither had I any from my government. He said
that he@duld have no complaint to make at pre-
sent, the case not being officially before the British
government; hut assumirg the rumours in the
newspa‘pers to have any foundation, the exccution
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of these men*under the mgre authority of the com-
manding general, Without any rcference to the
government (of the United States, secmed an ex-
treme*measure. He asleed if T could account for
ite  Iacplied, that I could only account tor it by
su[')posing the offences to have been extreme; this,
combined with the distance of the commanding
general {from Washwgton, had prebably presented
the whole case to his mind as one to he acted upon
at his own discretion, and under his own responsi-
bility ; the Indians, when waging war, destroyed
their prigoners, sparing neither age nor sex, which
necessarily ckposed those who took side wit‘lyem,
to their own rules of warfare, if mptmcd a mo-
mentary humanity might indeed rvrrrot!{lns kind
of retaliation; but perhaps the pcrmancnt interests
of humanity would be promoted, as its tendency
would be to deter others from instigating the
Indians to attdck our people. It was so that 1
spoke. His lordship made no other reply than to
express a,hope that every thing would be well
explaihed, the occurrence being of a natyre to ex-
citc unusual §ensibi]ity in England. I femarked
that I saw with concern the inflammatory com-
ments of the public Jomna]s, before the oocurrence
could be nglitly understood in England ; “not that
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the press in cither country should ever be left to
any other influence or control, ~than its own Wiﬂ,
but from the fear that it might forcryn, in this in-
stance, the real nature of the case, and rasse up
difficulties not intrinsic to it. He replied Ly dis-
avowing all connexion on this us on other occasions,
between the government and such of the public
prints as were said to propagate its opinions; re-
marking, that the government formed its own views
of subjects without following those of the news-
papers, or dictating them. He said at parting, that
it was his intention to go out of town to-morrow,
to ke back on the twenty-fifth. ‘

Augusin16. Mr. Gallatin arrives in London.

August 17.  Address a note to Lord Castle-
reagh, informing him of Mr. Gallatin’s arrival,
and that we were ready to oj.cn thic negotiation.

August 19. Rceceive an answer. 1js lordship
being still out of town, says that he will be happy
to see us“”fat dinner at his country residence, on the
twenty-second. We are invited to come carly, to
give time for a conference .before dinner, and re-

\

main all 'night. .
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Apgust 20, Employed to day and yesterday in
g@@g with Mr. Gallatin to leave our cards at the
houses of the members of the cabinet and dlplo-
matlc,.cmps. As the minister plenipotentiary last
agriving, he makes the first call, though only in tran-
sitory relations with this court.

2

Augrst 23. We arrived at Lord Castlercagh’s
country scat, North Cray, Kent, sixteen miles from
town, yesterday at three o’clock.

We found there, Mr. Robinson and Mr. Goul-
burn, the two British plenipotentiarics. After a
couricous wdcome, we all mthdrew to hlS d-
ship’s cabinet, where an informal b('frnmv o was
made in the ncgotiation. His lord*:lup J{ld that
this first weeting was onc in which he took much
interest, th:)ugh its principal design was to bring
the partics together, and fix the subjects rather
than discuss thém. The negotiation was impor-
tant to both countries; he sincerely felt it so to
Great Britgin ; his majesty’s government carnestly
desired, that cvery question which had led to past
nisunderstandings, might be amicably adjisted at
this scason of peace, so as to lay a foundation of
stable harmony for the futurc;, he, trusted that the
aim of each country would be to advance, ‘as far
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as compatible with its own rights and interests, the
just rights and interests of the other. In short;%t
" us strive, said he, so to regulate our mtercot*irse
in all respects, as that “each nation’ may be able
to do its utmost t()“dl‘db making the othcr rich
and happy.” These were ajnong his mtroductory
rerarks; after heari ring which, Mr. Gallatiz and 1
did not fail to reciprocate in all things their good
spirit.  His lordship then ﬁroceedcd to specily
the points which the ncgotiation was to compre-
hend. ' ‘

Next, he spoke of impressment.  The modifica-
thgb suggested to the proposals I had submitted
for ex:luding ‘British seamen from our service, he
would, &.‘e said, repeat, for the information of Mr.
Gallatin, *We expressed at once our decided ob-
jection to the second ; but agreed, that ‘the gencral
subject should come into the negotiation, With
impressment, it was also agreed, that we should let
in other subjects of a maritime nature; such as,
the doctrine of blockade ; the right of a neutral to
trade with the colonies of an cnemy in fune of war;
the right of scarch, and list of contenband.  Gene-
ral conversation was had under cach head. 'The
conference dosml with an understanding that the
plempotcntlarles should re-assemble o1 the twenty-
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seventh; at .which time it was agreed that the ne-

L. .
tion should open in forn
#usiness being over, wa took a turn through the»

grounds. The day was fine. We walked on
lawns from which sheep ‘were separated by in-
vitible fences, and along shady paths by the
Cray side. The Cmy is a narrofy river whose
clear waters herc flow through grassy Dbanks.
Not far off, was a "hedge of sweet-briar; along
which it secmed to be the peculiar object, and
pleasure of Loxd Castlercagh to take,us. Such,
and other rural appearances, migh . have been ex-
pected af such a spot ; but they were not all that ®
we saw;_there was something that -I had 1;,4 ex-
pected ; it was a ménagerie. Taste, in }ﬂg]and
appears to take cvery form. In this, receptacle,
werey lions, ostriches, kangaroos, and I know_ not
what variety of, strange animals. Those who col~
lect rare books gndz ptctureg, are too numerous‘“‘to
be computed ; so, those w‘m cather rohcq and cu-
riosities from different parts of the world. Some
persons are concologists ; they have tl%? shells of
all coasts arranged under scicntific classification,
like plants in botany. , Some collect pipes, (although
not smoking them,) from th @? beaded patterns of the
Mohawks, fo those oﬁ'[’ersm, “and Constantinople
47



370 RESIDENCE AT THE [1818.

studded with jewels and gold on the gratlﬁcatmn
of this taste, I am told 6f an md1v1dual who had
* actually laid out seven thousand pounds qteﬁ%g
And herc, amidst lawns and gardes, amldst all
that denoted cultivation and art, I beheld wild
beasts and outlandish birds—the tenants ‘of 1n-
clvghzed ‘forests and skies—set down as if for
contrast !

Getting back from our walk, we were .shown
into our rooms to dress for dinner. At dinner, we
were joined by Lady Castlereagh and the Countess
of Sandwich. Lord Clanwilliam and the two Mr.

" Stewarts, nephews of Lord Castlereagh, were also
of tu guests; with Mr. Robinson and Mr. Goul-
burn, * (*:tvery thing was talked of but the negotia-
tion, the four-footed and feathered occupants of
the ménagerie not being forgotien; any more; than
a troop of gypsies encamped in.a. ficld hard by.
We rose from the table at ap early hour. 'The
remainder of the evenﬁxg ‘passed in conversation,
and conversation games, to which the ladics im-
parted the chief charm. In the coirse of the
evening, T transicntly picked up from one of the
tables a printed volume of the British state papers
of a few years back; on opening which I obser-
ved the leaves turned }iown at the part containing
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the corrcspondence of Mr. Monroe and Mr. Pinkney,
on: the subject of the treaty negotiated by them in
1866 but rejectcd on our side, chiefly because it*
rontamed no provision on impressment ; at which
passaore I'naturally 1magmed his lordship had been
lookmg, before our arrival in the morning. My
colleague and T felt at home. Invifed for the pur-
pose of fulfilling public duties, to the house of an
English minister of State intrenched in confidence
and power, we found ourselves of his domestic
circle, the partakers of a Nospitality ,as eaéy as
delightful, At twelve we separated for our bed
rooms. * S .
We were under the necessity of leavirg “this
agreeable mansion after breakfast this yAGrning.
It wasSunday. Lord and Lady Castlereagh walked
to the villaye church in the neighbourhood, follow-
by their servants, by: whom they are said to be
beloved for theu; kind treatment of them. Those
who oppose his lordship i polmcs, accord to him
every merit in the relations of private life. 'To his
uniforgr and cminent blandness in all official and
personal intersourse with them, the whole diplo-
matic corps bear testimony. These are qualities
that stand in attractlve rehef to those which he
dxsplays in sthe House-of Commons, whers, s on
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a daily theatre of combat, frequently after his
mornings have been abaorbed, in laborious 1nter-
views with the representatives of forelgn nations,
you sec in him always the courage, the sao"xclty,
the self-possession, that mark the disiplined and
powerful ministerial leader, sustained by 'talents
for, debate adcquate to every emergency; not rhe-
torical, but prompt, vigorous, busincss-like and
effective. Second in influence in the cabinct only
to Lord Liverpool, he alimost wielded, in her foreign
affairs, the destimes' of Britain, and, in a great
degree, those of all Europc, at critical and moment-
oys periods; a power in him to which®his right
estinqite of the abilities of the Duke of Wellington,
With'l\“(bom he was closely united in personal
friendship as oflicial counscls, may be said to have
lent its aid. Rival of Canning let me add, and for
a time the successful rival, though in character so
different, they had once met in the ficld; yet, mag-
nanimous in cnmity, they afterwards, at cach
other’s tables and elsewhere, lived in the reciproca-
tion of every gcntlclﬁan]y courtesy and good will. |
Of Lord Castlereagh it may be saed, that few men
have ever united in a higher degree opposite means
of carrying their ends; \\hen conciliation”seems
best hdapted to thein, there is seen ip kima suavity
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apphed in ways than which none could be better
chosen, or more successful when cnergy is called
for, the political and personal occasions of his lifes
show w1th How calm and inflexible a dauntlessness
he goes forward. I ha%e reason to know that,
when'secretary of war, his voice was operative for
sending to the Peninsula the largest British armies
that could be raised for fighting France on that
theatse; and this *when other British statesmen
tilen in power inclined to cntertain doubts of that
policy, and evyen the duke of Wellington himself,
at that period first appointed tc command, was
nearly Hopelpss of its success. There wasa speciak
interest in walking with such a man by hig Le'dgc
of sweet briar, and hearing that to nurturg end em-
bellish it, was a favouritc recrcation of his public
toil, ’ ,

The country between London and North Cray,
was undulating. Crossing the Thames at West-
minster Bridge, we left Shooters Hill to the north.
The whole way presented one universal face of
cultivatich. 'The hop is extensively grown in the
county of Kent. It is relied upon as a principal
crop by the Kentish yeomen, who are said to illus-
trate finely the comforts and character of the
middle clgsg -of rural populution in England. I
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was told that but for the heavy. duty on the im-
portation of forcign hops; amoup’fmg to prolubmon
‘except when the home crop fails, not a hop vine

would be planted in Kent, or any part’ of England
The hops from several other countrics, Hre Umted
States among them, would be. preferred, as of $u-
perior strength, and much cheaper.  With the
corn laws of Lngland, the commercial world is
familiar. The same polity is éxtended not te hops
only, so connected with the vast home consumption
of malt liquor, and other large items of agriculture,
but to the minutest products; comprehending
'eggif, apples, cherrics, chesnuts!  Carefdl watch
is thens kept, itescemns, upon the orchards and barn
yards bf\l"rance !

The old ¢ustom of gavel-kind still prevails in
Kent. This made me look wih an eye of chief
culosity upon the country. By this custom, on
the death of a parcnt, his lavd is divided equally
among all his sons, instead of going 1o the eldest,
as in other parts of Iingland. The latter mode of.
descent the English defend, as nccessary to, their
aristocracy and power. Nccessarysto their form
of government it doubtless is; as nothing else could
give stability to their amtocracy, without which

n.w

the thtone would not long be stablg, y, But they
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say that it is necessary to their agriculture, the

root of all their "jfj,ghes.‘ "They say, that without

the capital which it placéé in the hands of great
landlords, futming could not be carried on to

full ad%atii’g_ée ; the soil could not be improved to

its\utrhost capability, small farmers not being able

to command the means, or willing to incur the

risk, of experimental agriculture oi a scale suffici-

ently gxtended to ascertain permancnt  results,

cespecially in connexion with expensive and con-

stantly improving machicsy. They also say,

that, in the national aggregate, n(rl"iculture is

cheaper “hcn farms are large, than when too mu(,h°
subdivided ; thc same enclosures last .through, .ures,

and stock, implements, and labour of all kinds, are

more economically applied when kept together
-and applied unden, onc system, than when fre-

quently broken into small parts. 1t is so, and

morc at ]t’nglh,.llml. they reason. T could not see

the proof of it, in the portion of this county that
fell under my observation.  'The farms, to a rapid
glance, showed thrift, neatness, and fertility 5 nor
did I learn frqm those better informed, that there
was any. inferiority in the modes of farming, or in
,general productivness, as compared with other

counties 4 im,the kingdogh,, Thegross produgt of agri-
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culture inall Fngland, is, indced, wonderfully great,
when it is congidered what extrensive'tracts of her
oterritory are still in barren downs and heath; ‘how
much of the fertile part isin pleasure grounds ; and
how great a proportion of her population, and of the
domestic animals, consume without working.! Phe
horses in Lngland. hept for Tuvury, are reckoned
as filteen to one to those in rance. The very
pheasants are con-umers; grain being raised for
feeding them as they fly about the domains of the
opulent. It needs scarcely be added, for the fact
is familiar ‘in the statistics of the two mnations,
. that the entire amount and value of the agricultu-
r.nlpquuce of England, are nrmt(-rthau of France,
notwmx\‘kandmg the far greater extent of soil in
France.

Gavgl-kind creates subdivided inheritances only
where the owner of an estate dics intestate. e
may, by will, prefer the eldest son; and the gene-
ral feeling 'in England upon this subject, which is
so strong in favour of keeping estates  together,
that even younger sons largely acquivsee in it,
excerts an influence in Kent.  Some,lands are spe-
ciglly. exempt by law, from the customy though
most of them are still subject to it. Tt is said,
that Sugrenden-louse, in this county, the present



1818.] COURT OF LONDON. 371

residence of Sir Edward ])crmg, was rcbuilt, upon
its o]d foundatlons, Jn the 'time of Edward I11., the
lmo.nge of the proprietor being traccable by family *
records to a period as ear]y as the Norman con-
quest. T Yestimate fully the political objections to
prithog,:en iture, and deal not with it in this light ; but
the imagination feels the force of @ mere rule of
law that can link time present to time remnote
that can preserve unbroken throughout centuries,
outward memorials around which it is in man’s na-
ture that his moral associatiohs should Jinger. In
gazing upon these ancient, massive structures, with
their turretted roofs, their vaulted ceilings, their
spacious halls, we are apt to forget the tyranny
under which they were first reared, and fae’ rude
customs and superstitions of their age. + These are
gone, whilst the ronhance of their history remains,
stealing into the feclings when they arc approach-
ed as scats of ynodern hogpitality; fox so it is,
that here, as on many occasions, the [celings
will be touched by what the sense of right con-
demns..

The interest of the whole excursion was increas-
ed to me by the companionship of Mr. Gallatin.
His station as minister plenipotentiary at Paris,

has added 1o all hlq other mfommtnon, much in-
418
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sight into the courts and cabinets of Europe. A
keen observer of men, and possessing a knowledge
of Dbooks, which his knowledge of the world has
taught him how to wa(l his stores of conversatlon
arc abundant and cver at command. He did me
the favour to take a seat in my carriage, ‘and in
his flow of anecdote and reflections, I had an in-
tellectual repast.

August 7. 'The plenipotentiaries assembled at
the office of the Board of Trade, Whitchall. The
full powers on each side were cxhibited, and in-
spected by the other. A copy of otrs was handed
to the British plenipoteniaries, and a copy of theirs
prorr:;shi at the next mecting.

We presented a paper containing a recapitula-
tion of the subjects which, by our undersianding,
were 10 be treated of. They were as follow: 1.
The slave question under the trerty of Ghent. 2.
The fisheries. 3. North-western boundary line.
4. Columbia river question. 5. Rencewal of the
commercial convention of 1815. 6. Intercourse .
between the United States and Brxish West India
Islands. 7. Intercourse by sea between the United
States and Brltlsh North American colonies. 8.
Inland® intercourse between same amd same. 9.
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Impressment., 10. Blockades. 11. Colonial trade
m time of war. 12. List of contraband. 13.
Miscellaneous, minor, questions.

The, British plenipotentiaries agreed to this re-
capltulatlon Referring to the fifth head, they
askdd whether we intended to discuss the provi-
sions of the ex1stmg convention ; that instrument
might not, they remarked, contain tor either party
all that was wished’; but if opened, each would
have alterations to propose, which would throw
the whole at large. Under this reasoning, it was
determined not to open it for discussion. We ex-
pressed a desize not to proceed immediately to the
formal act of renewal, but wait a rcdsonable time
to ascertain the progress made on other p(‘)ints.
The desire was acceded to.  The British plenipo-
tentiarics stated that they did not view this con-
vention as connected with any of the other points,
alleging that they had becn ready, bu for our
asking a pause, to procecd at once to the act of
rcnewal. Both parties united in the propriety of
its being renewed in time to let the merchants of
the two countrics be seasonably informed of the
ground on which they were to stand. After some
conversation on other points, the meetmg adjourn-
ed to the twenty-nintle. It was greed that the
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ncgotiation should be carrlcd on by conferences
and protocols, the prm]core being open to gither
party of recording their scntiments on the proto-
cols. ) ,

Whitchall is one of tho ancient palaces of Lon-
don ; of “lnch, though many, alterations have Been
made, there arc portions of architecture in the m-
terior that show the traces. The room in which
we assembled, had once been the bed charber of
the Duke of Monmouth; it was also mentioned,
that Gibben, when ‘a member of the Board of
Trade, had often written at the table before us.

. "

August 29. The plenipotentiaries met.  The
protocot of the last conference, as drawn up by
the British® plenipotentiaries, was read and adopt-
ed. We had also prepared one, but the former
was preferred, as shortest. They gave us a copy
of their full powers. e

Regular discussions now commenced. 'The
question about the slaves first presented itsclf.
During the war of 1812, great numbers -of this
description of population belonging to the landed
proprietors of the southern states, had found their
way to British ships in the Chesapeake, or other
waters ‘of the Umon A large portich had gone
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on board of thcm, under proclamations from the
Bnthh naval companders; some without these
incentives. Others had been captured during the*
progress of the war. Their loss was heavily felt
by the owners. By the first article of the treaty
of -@hent, it was pr ovldcd, that “all territory, places,
and possessions, tuken by either party from the other
during the war, or which may be talon afler the sign-
ing ofsthis treaty, shall be restored without delay, and
without causing any destruction, or carrying away
any of the artillory, or other public property, originally
captured in the suid forts or places, and which shall
remain thercimupon the exchange of the ralifications®
(y‘ this trealif, OR ANY SLAVES OR OTHER PRIVATE PRO-
PERTY.” '

Slaves came under the denonsination of private
property, by the hidhest sanction of our laws. The
United States held it 1o be the true meaning of the
foregoing clauscy that the British were tp carry ofl
no slaves within our limits, and in their possession,
at the time of the ratifications of the treaties, whe-
ther such slaves were on board their ships, or in forts,
or other places on shore, held by their troops.

Great Britain contended for a more restricted
construction. She said, that those slaves only were
not to be cartied off, wh’o, at the hme‘of the cxchange
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of the ratifications, were in the forts and  pluces whm'c
they had been originally taken. This was the qucb-
"tion at issuc between the two nations.

By far the greater number of the slives of whom
the proprictors had, by' one means or other been
despoiled, were attached to places that the Brigish
had never reduced or taken, during the war. Very
few had been in forts or places so taken, or at all
events remained in them, up to the time-of the
ratifications of the treaty; in cffect, thercfore, the
British copstruction 'of the clause would have
rendered it nearly inoperative as to any benefit to

* thg owners of the slaves. _—

We unfolded the views of our government on
this subject. 'T'he British plenipotentiarics replied
and stated theirs. They asked whether our claim
embraced such of the slaves ad had becn captured
atany periods during the war, carried out of our
limits, and _then brought back agaip into some bay
or harbour, other than where they had been origin-
ally captured. We answered in the affirmative;
assigning, as onc rcason, that we did not consider
even the original capturing of the slaves, under
whatever circumstances, justificd by the ordinary
usage of war. The Bntlsh plenipotentiaries did
not accede to fhlb doctrme. .o
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No deﬁmte proposals of any kind resulted from
this day S dlbLUSSlpDS. It was agrced that we
<hould adjourn to Friday the fourth of Scptember. ®
The Bl‘]tlbll plcmpotcntlaucs hoped to be ready by
that day to submit pl‘OpOS{L]b on impressment, we
premising to hand i in, immediately alterwards, ours
on other maritime questions.  We made known our
iniention not to discuss any maritime question, unless
that of impressment ‘was brought forward by Great
Britain.

September 1. Called on Lord Castlereagh. He
had sent’a note requesting to sce me.  His travgl-*
ling carriages were at the door, preparatory to his
departure for Dover on his journey to the ‘conti-
nent. He remarked that he had delayed this inter-
view as hig last act bf business; but not one least in
his thoughts. It was to make a communication
to me on impressment. Tle had reported to the
cabinet all that passed at our preparatory meeting
at North Cray, making known especially our ob-
jections to the condition which went to authorise
a British boarding officer to call for a list of the
crew. The British government felt an anxious
desire to accommodate this difficult subject,and had
determined upon going'a]l practicaple lengghs; he
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had therefore to inform me, that thls condmon
would be waved. Such had peen thc determma-
tion of the cabinct; he togk great pleasure, he said,
in apprizing me of i, hopmtr I'would 'sce in it proof
of the friendly fceling which prevailed in its coun-
cils towards the United States. b

I replied in'suitable terms to his communication.
Continuing his remarks, he said, that the course
which the cabinet had resolved upon, would pro-
bably give a shock to public feeling in England
when known; but its members weuld be prepared

to meet 1t. Ile concluded by obscrving, that the

" geeat principle being at last settlod, viz. that on

our engaging not to employ British scamen, the
practice of impressment from our vessels would
cease, he hoped all details would be casily arran-
ged ; their proposals, put into form, would be ready
as soon as we were prepared with ours on the fish-
cries and West India trade. .

A few words were exchanged on other points.
Speaking of the trade in time of war with the colo-
mag*ports of a belligerent, I perceived a. disinclina-
tion gn-hls mind to consider it as among the ques-
tiongfs gibe treated of. He said that the rule of *56
was s“one that Great Britain regarded as so well
established, tha't he did not scc how wescould touch
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it. I-replied,#hat I had been under the belief that
the question was td come ‘into the negotiation,
whatever migljt prove its fite ; ; adding, that the two
governments had been so gear an adjustment of it
horctofqro, that there secimed no rcason to despair
now. At this point of the conversation, Sir Wil
ham Scott was announced, who had come to say a
ﬁ,w WOld& to him. , The coincidence claims a
passmg notice. T]ns cclebrated judge of the
English court of Admiralty, in whose decrees elo-
quence always unites with learning to siretch the
belligerent, and doprecs the ncutral claim, was the
same whose claborate judgment in the case of thé
fmmanuel, had done so much towards fortlfymd the
British government in the very rule we were talk-
ing about! Our conversation dropped. " His lord-
ship was on the eve of departure and could not
prolong it. He requested I would impart to Mr.
Gallatin what hdd passed on impressment, and
gave me his adieus. A few minutes afterwards,
his carriageg drove off.

* The iflags of the foreign office were con“ﬁ‘ded,
during his absence, to Earl Bathurst ; who'réceiv-
ed, and corresponded with, the foreign rﬁiﬂiﬁi‘ers.
The chief purposc of thq congress of Aix'La Cha-
pelle was, to determine whether the]armxes *of the

. 49
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allied powers should by withdrawn«from France
this autumn, or rcmain\ftw\g ycars longer.  Bosides
other considerations galling to Frange in the occu-
pation, the expense, which she was made to bear,
pressed heavily upon her.  Other Furopeay ti)pics
were to engage the attention of the congress ; aud
the busincss of Spanish Awerica was not to be
passed by, as Lord Castlercagh had, on a former
occasion, intimated to me. (
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CIIAPTIR XIX.

»
PROGRI SS OF' THE NLGOLITALION. A CONVYTNTION (QN-
CIUDI D QUISIIONS ARRANGED 1Y 1T, VIZ, LHAT
]
WML FISHI RIFS—N\ORIH-) STLRN  BOUANDARY
LINI—COLU WBIA RIVPR AND 11 RRIIORY WLSI OF
[
THL ROCKY MOUNLAINS—COVYMI RCAL (OVVINTTON
- —
ot IS81O—sLAVLS  (ARRILD OFI (ONIRARY TO

»
FHE IRLATLYOI GIILNT.

Tau plempotentianies assembled again at W hite-
hall, accordmng to appomtment. '

Having gnven an account of the first stages of
the negotiation m the order of dates, 1t 15 no lon-
ger my design oo proceed m that manney. It has
hean seen that the subjcets were multifarious.  All
demanded attcntlon ; sowmg, coplous discussions.

o These, vwnh the documents at larae, the protog)ls,
the projets and'toumm'-prowt& dcbated and raodi-
fied by the <crutiny of cach <ide, would present a

" mass of matter through wluch the diplomatist or
pohtician mght perhapy wade; buy be helé at-
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tractive to any one else. My cndeavour will be,
to embody an intelligiblé«history of the negotiation,
by giving results rather than details. The latter
arc deposited in the m'(l:\hives of the two govern-
ments, I will draw upon them to no greater cx-
tent than may be nccessary to illustrate prlmciples
upon which the negotiation turned, whether in its
success or failure. Some of these principles are
important to both nations; ‘and to recor! them
with impartiality and justice to both, is the aim 1
propose t9 mysclt.

Throughout Septcmber and October, mectings
were as constant as was compatible with maturing
in a proper ‘manner the various subjects in hand.
By the twentieth of October, all appearced to have
been fully discussed.  'The points were ascertained
on which there could be agrecment, as well as
those on which it was hopeless, in the existing dis-
position of the two governmentg, to continue the
negotiation longer. Accordingly, on that day, a
convention was signed, which comprchended the
followmg subjects : o

¥ That of the Fisueries. This, although not
ﬁmﬁm ‘the order of discussion, came first in the
convention. 'The points of misunderstanding had
not ‘ricen to ,.nuch helght, practwaxly, but it is
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scarcely goi'ng too far to say, that they menaced
the peace of the two countrics. They therefore
merit special notice. %% '

By the third article of the treaty of Scptember
1 18¥ between the United States and Great Bri-
tai, 'the people of the former had the ricitr fo take
Jish on the Grand Bank, and ali’ other banks of
Newfoundland ; in the Gulf of RSt Lawrence, and
cll other places in the sea, where the inhabitants of
both countries had been wsed to fish before; and the
LIBERYY [0 fish on such part of the coast of Newfound-
land as British fishermen used, (hut not=vo dry or
cure fish thdre,) and on the coast, bays and crgems
of all other British dominions in Aserica. Ameri-
can fishermen had also the liberty to dry and cure
Sish in any unscttled bays, harbours, gnd creeks of
Nova Scotia, Maglalen Islunds, and Labrador ; but
as soon as any of them were seltled, this liberty was
to cease, unless continued by agreement with the
inhabitants,

These were rights and liberties of great magni-
tude.to the United States. Besides. aﬁ'ordj.ug pro-
fitable ficlds of commerce, they fostered & race of
seamen, conducive to the national riches ,l'lf;,peace,
as to defence and glory in war. After the peace
of Ghent,’the ﬁsh.ing-.vessels' of the Union proceed-
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ed as formerly to fish ofl the British coast, and use
the unsettled shores for clring and drying, accord-
‘ng to the stipulations of the above treaty. They
were immediately ordered off by the hritish‘navul
forces. Somne were ('.uptl.l['()d. The ground alleg-
ed, was, that the treaty was ng longer n existefice.
The, government of the United States obtained a
suspension of these apparently hostile orders and
proceedings, until the  two 'sovernments “could
make cflorts for adjusting a question of so much
moment. '

The oritish doctrine was, that the treaty of
1783, not being re-cnacted ov confirmed by the
treaty of Ghent, wis annulled by the war of 1812,

The United Stater wholly disscuted from this
doctrine. "Eley did not deny the general rule of
public Jaw on which Britain fched—tliat a war
puts an end to previous treaties; but they insisted
that the rule was not applicsible o the treaty of
1783, That treaty, was peculiar i its nature and
objects. It had no analogy to common treaties
and was not tg-be judged by their rules. ‘Tt wasa
treéty by which Great Britain had acknowledged
the "independence of the United States, alter a
scven years contest in arms, 1t made two empires

out of one. Tt y'as a'treaty ‘of separation. The
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rights of egch party Wore laid down as primary
and, fundamental,s in the act of dismemberment
which the freaty cstablished; so much of territory
and ipciden;al rights in America, were allotted to
one, so much to the other.  The entive instrument
implicd permanence, Tlence all the fishing rights
scered under it to the United Stuios, were placed
by Gireat Britain upon the same foundation with
their independence itsclf.  Was her acknowledg-
ment of the latter revoked by the war of 18127
or were the houndaries of the Unitqd Qtath as
fixed by the treaty of 1783, annulled by Sthat W'll ?
So far was tHis from being the case, that the treaty
of Glient, in making provision for ascertaining
with further accuracy some parts of the boundary
line, constantly referred to the treaty of 1783;
thus manifesting a tacit conviction on cach side,
that this trcaty was regarded as the fundamental
law of the rclations between the twp countries.
By what rule then was the war fo destroy the treaty
n some parts and leave it whole in others? The
use of the word right in one placé and Ziberty in
another, coull make no difference. A liberty of
unlimited duration, sccured by so clement:;ry and
solemn a deed, was ag much a right as if stipulated
by any other teyme In speakihg of rghits and
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liberties in a national sense, both terms werréj ‘alike
efficacious. Liberty might havc scemed the thore
Bppropriate term where an enjeyment was guaran-
teed to one party, of a thing adjoining territory
allotted to the other; but it took nothing from the
permanence of the allotment. , In point of principle
the United States were preeminently cntitled to
all these fisheries; and in point of fact they had
enjoyed more of them than any other portion of
the British empire bof'orc the scparation, The
people of New hnrr]and from their proximity, had
been earlicr led to the discovery and 1mprovement
of the best fishing grounds, and had also, with
other parts of the Union, contributed amply in
blood and treasure towards winning from France,
provinces on’ the coast of which some of the fish-
eries were situated. Apart from the qﬁcstion of
right, the claim of the United States had high
sanctions. « These fisheric afforded subsistence
to a numerous class of thcir inhabitants. By the
usages of nations, fishermen were a portion of
§ _,:‘hose occupations, contrlbutmg to

the general welfare of the species,” were always
regarded with favour. Sometimes they were even
excmpt from the effccts of ,war whilst it raored
as when England(herself alloved the Bulch to fish
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upon, her coasts at such scasons. The foregoing
isa sygqpsm of the materlal arguments by which
the claim of the United States was defended.’
Whatever could shed light upon it, had been
urged by Mr. Adams when in the Fnglish mission,
witit an ability and falness that left little to be said
after him. * .
The claim was resisted by CGreat Britain in a
manncr to give prool of her equal sincerity in the
opposite doctrine. She denied that the treaty of
1783 had any thing in its naturc to cxempt it from
ubrogation by a war. She knew of no ‘¢xception
to this rule of international law, and could not ccf®
sent to give her diplomatic relations with one state,
a diffcrent degree of permancnce from that on
which her connexion with all other states depended.
She did not admit that this treaty was to be regard-
ed as in forcc because the treaty of Ghent had
referred to it o the subject of boundarics. One
object of the latter treaty was, the mutual restora-
tion of territory taken by either party from the other
squence of

during. the'war, As a necessary; Lol

such a stipulation, cach party reve’ ed to their

boundarics as before the war; and the treaty of

1783 having fixed these, the treaty of Ghent had

referred to them as fast's, notliing dore. She con-
50
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tended that it was not unusual for treaties contain-
ing recognitions and acknowledgments of f)erp:atllal
‘obligation, to contain likewise grants of privileges
liable to be revoked. The treaty of 1783 contdm-
cd provisions of different characters ; some in per-
petuity, others, from their nature, temporarys - If
it were inferred because some of the advanta-
ges specificd would not be lost by a war, that
therefore all were designed i{o be: permanent, it
ought first to be shown that the advantages them-
sclves were the same ; or at least of similar cha-
racter.” ‘But what necessary connexion was there
watween a right to national indepéndence, and a
liberty to fish' within British jurisdiction, or use
British territory ? Liberties within British limits,
werc as capable of being exercised by a dependent,
as an independent state; they could not therefore
be the necessary consequence . findependence. The
mdependence of a nation was that which could not
be correctly said to be granted by a treaty, but to
be acknowledged by one. In the treaty of 1783
of the United States whs acknow-
ledged by Gréﬁt Britain, as it hd alrcady been by
the powers of Europe; and by Britain hersclf, in
her previous consent in November 1782, to enter
into provisiongl articles. . Their Jndependence
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might havc Dbeen acknowledged without cither the
treaty or plOW]HlOIdal articles; but by whatever
mode acknowledged, the acknowledgment was, in®
its nature, irrevocable. A power of revoking or
even modl[ymu it, would be destructive of the thi ng
itseif, and was therefore necessarily renounced
when the acknowledgment was malle.  She urged
as corroborative of her reasoning. notwithstanding
the cxplanatibns sugocsted by the American pleni-
potentiaries, the use of the word riear when the
United States were toﬁake fish on the banks, and
other places from which Great Britain could not
pretend “to éxclude any independent nation, smt
tserTY when they were to cure and dry within
British territory. "The latter was also made to
depend on agreements with the proprietors of the
soil, whemrever the territory might become settled.
As to the origin of the fishing privileges in point of
fact, she admifted that whilst thc United States
made part of the British dominions, their inhabi-
tants had the enjoyment of them m ‘common with
other Britfsh subjects; but they haifiie
time, like British subjccts every wﬁéfe, dutics to
perform. When thercforc the United States, by
their separation from Great Britain, became rcleas-
ed from the duties, the..y becaine cycluded also from
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the privileges of Dritish subjects. T'he above is a
summary of the rcasdning jn its chief parts,
ragainst our claim. It was embodied in a {)aper
by Lord Batharst, in October 1815, prepared with
the force and zeal that the subject demanded.
The views of cach party on the question, liad not
been left out df sight in neéotiating the treaty of
Ghent.

To the distinction so much’insisted on by: Great
Britain between cmrrry and ricur, it was replied
for the United States! that ¥e former, if construed
to imp’i_*,'-"ﬁmitation of time, or precariousness of
vapure, would defeat the whole mfeaning of the
article as gathered from the context. 'The restric-
tion itself at the close of the article, stamped per-
manence upon it. 'The intention was, that the
people of the United States <should continue to
cnjoy all the benefit they had formerly enjoyed
from the fisheries, with the cxeeption of drying
and curing on the shores of Newfoundland ; but
when other shres on which they were to have

]

this libertye@ime settled, then its exercise was

ith the proprietagy rights of the
owners of the Trechold. This was precisely the
restriction to which Dritish fishermen would be
liable.. Whency it {ollowe, that the ';ﬁfgumellt
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against permanence on account of the word LiBER-
1Y belng used, if gpplicable to the inhabitants of
the United States, would also be applicable to the »
subjects of Britain. The argument therefore by
proving'r too much, proved nothing. The princi-
ples of municipal Jaw in England, which were the
same in the United Sfatcs, corroborated the inter-
pretation for which the latter contended. By
these, the propérty of*a fishery was not necessarily
in the owner of the soil. The right to the soil
might be exclusive; the fishtry, frce or in com-
mon. Thus, whilst in this partition of th¢ uational
possessions in® Amcrica, the jurisdiction over the
shores where the fisherics were sithated was re-
served to Great Britain, the fisheries themsclves
and accommodations essential to their prosecution
and enjoyment, were, by the mutual compact,
agreed o be in common.  How different thecourse
adopted in the tycaty of Utrccht on a similar point.
By the twelfth article of that treaty, Nova Scotia
was ceded to Britain; yet the subjegts of France
were expre¥sly cxcluded from fishi Eh,n thirty
leagues of theacoast. This prohiities i was To-
newed in the fifth article of the treaty of Paris of
1763. By the elght(,cnth article of the same
treaty, tlfe.subjects of, Spain’ wery excluded from
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all fishing rights in the ncighbourhood of New-
foundland. The treaty of 1783 was; thercfore, it
was again insisted, altogether unlike common trea-
ties. It contcmplated a permancot division of
coequal rights, not a transient grant of mere pri-
vileges. The acknowledgment of independence,
the establishmént of boulldaries, and the guarantee
of the fisheries, cach rested upon the same immu-
table basis. ' ‘

Neither side yiclded its convictions to the rea-
soning of the other. ' This being exhausted, there
was nb—résource left with nations disposed to
gace but a compromise. Great*Britain grew
willing to give up something. The United States
conscnted to take less than the whole.  After va-
rious propogals by the former, which the latter re-
jected as inadequate, we at length, as their pleni-
potentiaries, acceded to the following: viz.:

'That the United States shou/d have, FOREVER, in
common with British subjects, the liberty to fish on
the southern coast of Newfoundland, from Cape Ray
to the 1 . Islands ; and from that*cape to the
Quirpon Tslgnds;on the wesiern and worthern coasts ;

1

and on the shores of the Mugdulen Islonds ; and on
the cousts, bays, harbours und creeks from Mount
Joli, o «the southern éoast qf . Labrador, +through the
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Straits of Belleisle, and thence indefinitely along
the coast, northwardly ; but without prejudice to any
exclusive rights of the Hudson Bay Company : Also®
the libe.rty, F(;REVER., lo dr'a./ and cure fish in any of
the unscitled bays, harbours and cre'ks of the south-
ern t'o.ast of Ncwfozqzdland, as alove described ;
and of the coast of Labrador ; sul)j(”cl, ofter settle-
ment, to agreement with the progriclors of the soil.
I consequence of the above stipulutions, the United
States renounced forever the liberty of fishing within
three miles of any other part of the British coasts in
America, or of curing or drying on them. DBut
American Jishérmen were to be permitted to en'et
bays or harbours on the prohibited codsts for sheller,

”
g wood and waler,

subject to restrictions necessary to prevent, abuses.

repairing  damages, and obtainin

Such was the article finally agreed upon. 'The
most difficult part of our task, was on the question
of permancnce., Britain would not consent to an
express clause that a future war was not to abro-
gate the rights sccured to us. We. inserted the

word .f,'orcvﬂr, and drew up a papetﬁw‘of record

AR

in the negotiation, purporting thatif ‘the conven-
tion should {from any cause be vacated, all anterior
rights were to revive. The inscrtion of any words
of perpetuity, was st;'enumrsly sesisted , by the
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British plenipotentiaries. They said, that in case
of war, the only effect of their omisgfon would be,
“the necessity of providing in the treaty of I;e'lce,
for the rencwal of the right We replicd, that we
could agree to no article on the subject, unless the
word forever was retained; or if any counter
record was niade on the I;rotocol impairing its
effect.

It was by owr act that thc United Staies re-
nounced the right to the fisheries not guaranteed
to thcm by the convention. That clause did not
find a ‘place in the British counter-projet. We
daemed it proper under a threefold view; 1, to ex-
clude the implication of the fishcries secured to us
being a new grant; 2, to place the rights secured
and renounced, on the same footing of permanence;
3, that it might expressly appedr, that dur renun-
ciation was limited to three miles from the:coasts.
This last point we decmed of the more consequence
from our fishcrmen having informed us, that
the whole ﬁshmg ground on the coast of Nova
Scotin, extenlidito a greater distancc’than three
‘ fwhelcas, along the coasts of La-

miles from. 2 .
brador it was aimost universally close in with the
shore. To the saving of th(- exclusive rights of
the Hudson’s Bay Company, we djd<tiot object.
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The charter of that company had been granted in
1670 and thc pegple of the United States had
sever enjoyed llﬂ‘lltb in that bay that could trench®
upon those Of the company. Finally, it is to
be rcn;arked, that the liberty of drying and cur-
ing ofi certain parts of the coast of Newfound-
land, as sccured iu. the article, had not bgen
allotted to the United States cven under the old
treaty ol 1783, ’

When the convention was made public, it un-
derwent criticism in Britaif as too favourable,
throughout, to the United States. But this article
on the fisheri¢s, was assailed with peculiar force.
The leading presses of London, ‘opened their
batterics against it. The claims of the Uhited
Statcs were described as of frightful magnitude ;
the concessions by England, as of a character cor-
respon@'ng. Important maritime interests of the
British empire, were said to have been sacrificed.
Complaints poured in from the colouies. The
legislative asscmbly and council of

Nova Scotia,

sent forwdrd remonstrances, w. "¢h were

toof ‘iAmerican

ambition and cncroachment.  The tide of complaint

was swelled by the recollection of similar alleged

sacriﬁccé‘t‘ﬁhdeft: the‘..treat_v‘ of Paris of *1811.
ol

mixed up, notamsparingly, char
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Britain by that treaty, said the journals, had given
back, and thix when she was at the height of in-
flucnce and power, to France, her great Furopean
rival, the enjoyment of the Newfoundiand fisheries,
from which twenty yedrs of victorious warfure
upon the occan had totally driven her; aml.now
the calamity was to be doubled, by o like gift to
her rival in the other hewisphere !

British statesinen, wiore calm, thought and acted
otherwise.  They had not been deterred by the
anticipation of clamor from entering into  the
articld, They felt that if they had a duty to fulfil
v guarding British interests on the one Hand, they
were not releascd from  the obligation of looking
to thic just rights of an independent nation on the
other. It was in this spirit that a {ormidable cause
of collision was removed, without impairing the
honour, or, as is believed, the essential interests of
cither country. .

Yet it is proper for the United States to bear in
mind, that Great Britain still holds to the doctrine
that the wal; of 1812 totally abrogated the original
treaty of 1783 -on the question f the fisheries
the inference from which may be, that she would
also hold this convention of 1818 to he abrogated

on tiee gaume point by a futire war, notwithstanding
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our insertion of words of perpetuty. Hence,
upart: from tl;c histarical itterest of this part of the
acgotiation, there is an existing interest in it from
the contingent importance of the same question in
time to come. )

II: Mhe sccond article related to the boundary
line, trom the Take of the Woods. This lme
had been originally laid down i the treaty of
1783, s It proved defective, and further provision
was made for running it, in the treaty of 1791,
Several attempts for cffecting  this provision,
came to nothing. The cession of Louisiana by
[rance in 1803, gave to the United States nes
and cxtensive territory west of the Mississippi.
This altered the relative position of Great Britain
and the United States in this quarter, and the
hitherto unscttled boundary was now arranged.
It was provided, that « line drmwen from the most
northwestern. pojnt of the Lake of the  Woods
along the forty ninth degree of latitude due west,
should be the line of demarkation, forming the
southern boundary of the British teﬁ%:fo;*zes and the
northern boundary of the United St&trzé, Srom the
Lake of the Woods to the Rocky Mountains. In
case such a line would not run along the forfy-ninth
degree, butsfall above or below ity then the Jine wus
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to be traced by first drawing one f;’*om the same
point, north or south, as'the case might be, until it
sstruck forty nine ; fromwhich point of intersection
the western line was to begin. Thul it was de-
finitively settled. ' |

An attempt was made by the British plenipoten-
tiaries to conntvet with this firtic]c, a clause secur-
ing to Great DBritain access to the Mississippi,
and the right to its navigation. They wmade a
similar claim at Ghent, but withdrew i1t; and we
declared that we could consent to no clause of that
nature. Its omission having, m the end, been
agreed to, that subject was also put®at rest. Bri-
tain, under the treaty of 1783, had the right of
navigating the Mississippi; but it was then the
western houndary of the United States. Their
northern bhoundary, by the same treaty, was to
nave been a line runniag  due west from the most
northwestern point of the Lake of the Woods 2o
the Mississippi. 1t was afterwards azcertained that
a line so drawn, would not strike the Missis-
sippi; its hedd waters not being within British
limits, as at first supposcd.  Fence, all reason for
Britain to claim the right of navigating a river
which touched no part of her dominions, ceased.
The Unéted States hidve c];timcd, in a« subsequent
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llethiatioxl,.tlle right of navigating the St. Law-
rence, trom its soyrees 13 its mouth.  The essen-
tial difference in the two cases, is, that the wpper®
waters of the' St. Lawrcnce flow through territory
l)elong'ing to both countries, and form a natural
outlet’to the ocean for the inhabitants of several
states of the American Union. .
HI. The third article cflected a temporary ar-
angement of claims beyond the Rocky Mountains
and to Columbia river. T have related what passed
velative to the settlement at the mouth of this river,
in my interview with Lord Castlercagh in Fein'unry.
That scf:tlcme'nt, called Astoria, made by Amcri-
cans, was broken up by the British during the war,
but fel: back to the United States by the tre:.tty of
Ghent, on the principle of status ante bellum. The
British plenipotentitiries manilested a strong desire
to connect this subject with that of the boundary
line; and appeaged unwilling, except under such a
connexion, to agree to the line in any shape. We
proposed its cxtension to the Pacific occan.  The
treaty.of Utrecht had fixed the lbf%?—niuth degree
of latitude ass the line between the possessions of
Britain and France, including  Louisiana, since
ceded to the United St.ates. If therefore the Uni-
ted States and Britain arranged their claims west-
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ward, the same linc carricd on to 'the Pacific,
seemed the natural one. ‘'We eontended t}m't, as
far as prior discovery conld give the right to terri-
tory, ours was complete to the uholo, on tlw Wil
ters of the Columbia. Tt derived its name from the
American ship that first entered its moath. Itwas
first. explored [rom its inland sources under the
express authority of the government of the United
Statcs. The DBritish traveller, M‘Kensiey had
mistaken another river for a branch of the Colum-
bia; the American traivcllcrs, Jewis and Clarke, as
was now fully ascertained, having been the first
to trace the Columbia from the interior to the
ocean. Astoria had, as incontestibly, been the first
permz;ncnt scttlement at its mouth.

The British plenipotentiaries asserted, that car-
liecr voyages of English navigators, amomgst them
Cook’s, gave to Britain the rights of prior discovery
on this copst. They allewed also that purchases
of territory had been made by Britain, or her sub-
jects, from the natives south of this river, belore
the Amcrican revolution. They made’ no formal
proposal of a boundary in thesc rogions, but inti-
mated that the river itself was the most convenient,
and said they could agrce to nonce that did not
give than the harhour at its nmouth,«in common
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with the Um’md States. To this we could not
asaont l)ut were willing® to leave things west of
ihe 1110;1ntam.~, at large for futwre scttlement.  To
s they objected, and made in turn propositions
ol)jt_‘,cti‘onable n our eycs: Finally it was agreed,
thatsthe country on the north-west coust of America,
weslward of the R;c/iy Mowntaihs, claimed, by
ctther nutiony should be ofien to /i.e inhabitants of
both, for ten years, for purposes of trade ; with the
equul right of nuvigating «ll its rivers.

This whole subject was di¥cussed more fully by
hoth nations in a separate negotixtion that 1t fell to
my lot td confluct on behall of the United States,
m 1824, T'heir rights on the northi-west coast had
been wateriidly cularged by the treaty of the
tweuty-recond of Febraary 1819, with,Spain. By
that treaty the Dlaridas were transtorred to the
United States, and a surrender made to them of
all the rights of Spatn on that coast, abave the
forty-sccond degree of north latitnde,

Under this branch of the discussion, might be
secn powet secking its own augwmentation.  Ilow
strong the casa to illustrate this reflection! A na-
tion whose dominions in Furope placed her in the
front rank of power; wlnos(\ {leets predominated on
the ocean; swho had suluvcls in Asia too nahierous
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to be counted ; whose (lag was planted at the Cape
of Good lHope, and otlicr posts in Africa; who
‘had Gibraltar and Malta and Heligoland, enabling
her to watch the Meaditerrancan and Baltic; who
had an cmpire in the Woest Indics, as in the East;
and, added to all, vast continental colonies in Ame-
rica—this nation was anxionsly contending for ter-
ritorial rights in decp forests beyond the Rocky
mountains, and on shores which the waters’of the
northern Pacific wash in solitude! Tn the time of
Quecn Mary, when the communication with Mus-
Covy was first opened by the discovery of a pas-
sage to Archangel, the English vehtured farther
into those countrics than any Europeans had ever
done before.  They transported their goods along
the Dwina, an boats made of one entire tree, which
they towed up the stream to” Walogda; thence
they carried their commodities a long journey over
land, and down the Volga ‘o Astican; here they
built ships, crossed the Caspian sea, and introduced
their manufactures into Pergia.  So far Hume. It
makes a parallel passage in’ their his.tory,' to sce
them at the present day pressing {drward to supply
with rifles and blankets sa vnge' hordes who roam

through the woods and paddlc their canoes over
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the waters cf this farthest and wildest portion of
the American continent. .

[ cannot leave this part of the negotiation with-
olit remarking, that the smportant question of ter-
ritoria] rights which it involves between the two
nu.ti(;ns, is still an open one; and [ do not fear to
record the prediction that it will be found a gtcs-
tion full of difliculty, under whatever administration
citherof Great Britain or of the United States, it may
hereafter be approached.  It,is not in the genius of
cither nation readily to yield what it believas itself
entitled tp ; and however strong our own convictions
of the just foundation of the whole of our claim on
that coast and its intcrior, the convictions of
Great Dritain in the stable nature of her right,
that interferes so materially with ours, ‘are not less
decided and unequivocal.  Nor will she push it
with less zeal; not more on the general ground of her
maritime and &ommercial enterprise, *which are
only stopped by the limits of the globe, than on
her special,desire to foster the growing interests of
her colonial settlements all over this continent,
and those of the trading companies that issue from
them.

IV. The fourth article prolonged for ten years
the cxislinp,«:; tommercial convention. By. its pro-

22
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visions, a reciprocal liberty of commera: is establish-
_ed between the United Sltates dnd the British do-
minions in Ewrope. Importations and exporta-
tions into or from either.nation, are to be the sarme
as permitted to other nutions, and chargeable with
no higher duties.  The vesso’s of cach )ruliou; pay
equal tonnage duties in each other’s ports; and
duties upon merchandise imported into or exported
Srom either, arc the same whether conve;/e(l in
vessels of the one nation, or the other.  Other
clausey give to vessels of the United States the
right of trading with the principal British settle-
menlts in the Last Indies: viz. Coleutta, Madras,
Bombay and Prince of Wales’s Islund; but it
15 only the direct trade between these settlements
and the United States, that is opened.  The ves-
scls of the United States ]mrs‘m'ng this irade, or
going to China, may also touch for refreshment
at the Cape of Good Hop . St. Helena, or other
possessions of CGreat Britain in the African or
Iudiun seas.  These arc the principal cnact-
ments of this commercial convention. It was
originally negotiated in the summer of 1815, by
three public men of the United States, long signa-
lized * n the home and foreign service, Mr. Adams,
Mr. Clay, and Mr. (xa]]atln. Between' the time of
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its signature, in London, and exchange of ratifica-
tions, at Washingten, an ‘event oceurred to modily
onc of its provisions—an cvent that fived the at'
tention of the world. It was detenined by the
alliccl powers, that Napoleon, whose reign and
d}"llﬁsiy closed at Waterloo, should end his days
at St. Helena, s a consequence, the ratificatjons
were exchanged, with an excepticu of the right of
touchfng there, the’ sentence against the deposed
emperor containing a clauge, that neither British
nor any other vesscls, should stop at that island,
whilst it remained his prison.

The parts of this convention which cstablish t
equality of dutics, are liberal and wise. 'I'hat the
mterest of nations s best promoted by discn'rding
jealousies, 1% a truth which, in the alstract, none
will contest; but they should be discarded recipro-
cally and fully, without any of the reservations for
which favouritesinterests always plead.,, Whether
such reciprocity will ever be fornd compatible with
the separate existence of conmunities, and all their
separate 1'.iva.]rics, is the problem. The doctrine
hitherto, has Been known but little in the practice
of the world.  'The United States did their part,
at the commencement of their history, towards

giving it cirsency; net always, however,with the
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success that attended this conventiop, the provi-
gions of which seemed to servetas a model. With-
"in short periods afier it went iuto operation, Den-
mark, Prussia, the Netherlands, Hanover, Syeden,
and the ITanscatic cities of Hamburg, Tubee and
Bremen, formed treatics with Britain, adopting
whelly, or in p}u't, its regulations.  In some of the
mstances, I have reason to know, that it was spe-
cially consulted as the guide.  I'rance too, always
slow to enter into compacts of this nature with
Britain, at last consented to a similar arrange-
ment.  Such appears to have been the influence of
itd example. The United States have long desired
to place their intercourse with the colonics of Bri-
tain, on the basis which this convention cstablishes,
with her dowinions in Enrope; but, as yet, incflec-
tually. ' '

V. The fifth article related to the slaves, I
stated, in the last chapter, t.¢ nature of this ques-
tion. All attempts to settle it by discussion proved
fruitless. It was no question of international law,
but of sheer grammar. In the end we came’ to an
agreement, which this article ebodied, to refer it
to the umpirage of a friecndly sovercign.

The Emperor Alexander was chosen ; and it may
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he proper to state the issue.  The case being sub-
mitted to lim in full forin, his deci<ion was:

That the United States were cutitled to claim’
Jrom Great Britain a just indcmoifieation for all
slaves that the British forces had carried away
Srom pluces and territories of which the lreaty sti-
pulated the restitution 3 and that the United States
were enlitled 1o consider as haring been so carried
away, all slaves who had been transported from the
above mentioned territories to British ships within
their waters, and who for that reason might not
have been restored.

This was the construction for which the United
States had contended,  The cmpcr(')r caused it to
be officially made known, that he had devoted
“all his attention to the examination of the gram-
alical question,” and that his decision was founded
“on the signification of the words in the text of
the article.” . s

The broad principle of right under the treaty of
Ghent, Wit thus settled In our favour; but much
remained to be done.  The number of slaves car-
ried away, thdir value, and the rvightful claimants
i every case, were to be ascertained.  To eflect
these objects, a convention was entered into at St.
Petershurgh between ‘the United States ahd Great
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Britain, Russia lending her mediatipn, By, this
instrument, various I)]'():iriOl]S-r were adopted lor
"settling, through commissioners and other proper
tribunaly, the above and all other mattors NCCesKary
to be adjudged.  The tribunals were ()l'gzlliEZ(:(l at
Washington and proceeded, to the execution of
their dutics.  Diflicultics and delays arose; to get
rid of all which, another convention was concluded
at London between the United States and’Great
Britain, by which the latter agrecd 1o pay welve
hundred thousand dollars in liew of all further de-
mands.  This xum was accordingly paid info the
trdasury of the United States, thence to be distri-
buted, among ‘the claimants; Great Britain being
absolved from all further responsibility.  In this
manner the «dispute was finally and satizlactorily
closed. ' ’

VI. The sixth and last article was merely one
of form, with the usual stipuf aons for the exchange
of ratifications.

Looking at the convention as a whole, it must
be judged by the nature, rather than ;luml')cr, of
its articles.  They may be thus rechpitulated. 1.
In settling the controversy about the fisheries, the
calamity of a war was propably warded off. 2.

In ﬁxirfg ‘definitively the norih westorri boundary
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line,s0 long uncertain, the sced of future disputes

was extinguished af that point. 3. In the tempo-

rary arfrangement of conflicting cluims beyond the
Rocky, Mountaing, something was gained; for in

regard to those inferests in the remote west, diffi-

cultas I helieve they will prove of future settlement,

time is, for the United States, the best negotiitor,

Thev are not unaware how they bear upon their

fur tr:'ulc——upnn their fisheries and commerce in

the Pacific—upon their prospective relations with
new foreign states in this hemisphere—and upon
their inftercourse with numerous tribes of the
aborigines. 4. In the renewal for ten years
of the commercial convention, limited at first

to four, a further and more enconraging example
was sct of liberal terms of navigation between the

twao grvatést lm\'igilting powers of the world. It

may be hoped that it will ripen into permancnce as

hetween themscives, and continne to shed its in-
fluence more and more upon other states. Already

it has been again prolonged for another term of
years. 5. And, lastly, in the article about the
slaves, a founddtion was laid for the indemnification

ultimately awarded to the citizens of our southern

states, for the heavy losses they had suffered in |
being despoiled of this part of their property.
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.
CIIAPTER XX.
' L]
SUBJECTS WHICH TIF NEGOTIATION LEFT UNSETTLED,
PARTICULARLY TIIE WEST INDIA TRADE AND INPRESS
4

M l‘)N:l‘.

. i

Tavive given the subjects which the negotiation
arranged, the 1ask, scarcely sccondary, remains,
to state those that were not.

L. Fst s i Wesr Tapia TRADE.  Ample dis-
cussions were had under this head, and it will he
nmy endeavour to make them intelligible, within as
short a compass as the nature of *the subject will
allow.  The general question must be borne in
mind, as heretofore explained in the fourth chapter,
to which some details must now be added; though
these will be pursued no further than is indispensa-
ble. Tam awarc of the impossibility of presenting
this part of the negotiation under any attractive

garb to the general reader; but ¥ havt to deal with
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it as a duty, and must hope, that, as a branch, and
¢ L]

. not an unimportant,one, oY our relations with Great

ih'itn.in, it will not be wholly overlooked; promis-*
igg also in"its development, all practicable con-
densation, as well as cxcx'nplion from official tech-
nicalify. ,

It wax o cardinal purpose, under our instructions
that entive veciprocity should he Qi hasis of any
1 auligions by treaty for opening this trade; and
aceordingly we oftered the following proposals as
cssontial o the ground-work” of our me'—'l hat

e vessels of the United States be permitted to im-

pore inlo the prineipal ports of the British Thst

fidiesy which we caancratcd, and into British
volonial ports on the continent of South .'21/11:7'1'0(1,
nurel stores, live stocky, provisions of, all kinds,
tubaceo, leanber and otier productions of the Uni-
irid Statesy the tmportation of which was alloiced
Srone other ///(((‘('.s'. eInd also that they ln’. permitted
o bring back cargoes of sugar, coffre, molasses,
ramy salty and other productions of the foregoing
ports or istunds, the exportation of which was al-
lowed to other places.  The vessels of Great Britain
to he confined lo the same articles of trade, so that
they might have no advantage over those of the
United Statgs; the tonhage duties on the vgsvels of
.
93
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each nation fo be the same : and each to be allowed
to fouch during the voylige, af one or more ports
“of the other, to dispose of inward or ship outward
cargoes.  Dulies of import and export to be the
same on all cargocs, whether earried in American
or British vessels, and neither party to chargé high-
er duties upon he productions of the other, than
were charged on similar productions in their (rade
with other places.  Regarding the colonies of Bri-
tain on the North Jmerican conlinent, we proposed,
that both merican ead British vesscls he allowed
to import into them, from the United States, the
same productions as allowed above, end bring back
any producticns of those eolonies, admitted into
the nited Stutes from other pluces; tonnage du-
ties upon the rvessels of cach nation, to be equal here
also 3 and the duties on all cargoes o be the same,
whether carried in the vessels of the one nation or
the other.

The British plenipotentiaries on recciving these
proposals, declared them to be inadmissible.  They
amouuted, they said, to a much greater departure
from the colonial system of Britain, than she was
prepared to sanction. They n]]c;:gcd the impossi-
bility of breaking down the system, favoured as it
still was by public opinion, and leagued in with
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various interests, national and individual. The
trade of their North American colonies in salted
nsh a'n(l lumber, the export trade in beef, pork, ands
flour, from ¥reland, the British shipping interest,
and the interest of non-rdsident West India plan-
ters,e Wvere among those to which they referred.
They were willing fo admit rectprocity in the
trade, (tonnage, it will be borne in wind, is not inclu-
ded under this term) between the United States
and West Indies, to a certain extent; but our plan
opened it too far, They wete willing to open, for
example, all the ports we had enunerated, (Bermu-
da being’ of the number) except St. Christopheys,
St. Lucia, Demerara, Lssequibo, and Berbice; the
exception of the three last, growing out of *their
engagements with Iolland. - But if they admitted
a specified nambersof articles in the direct trade
with the Islands, they thought that we ought to
consent to a 1«11‘“‘01‘ list in the trade with Talifax
and St. Johns on the North American continent;
and also with Bermuda ; we ought not to ask that
the trade e confined to the same articles with all
their possessiqns, insular and continental.  They
claimed also a right for their vessels coming from
Great Britain, to touch at any port of the United
States and ake cargods for the West Indieg -alleg-
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ing that without thix right, the proximity of the
United States to the I<lands would give our ves-
sels an undue advantage, and they were willing to
agree to a provision that our vesscls should have
the same right ; a provision, however, the recipro-
city of which would have been ouly nominal.  In
the end they remarked, that one of our proposals
went the length, in efleet, of restraming Great
Britain from laying higher duties upon articles -
ported into her Islands trom the United States, than
on similar articles <¢oming from her own pos-
sessiohs in North America; to which they very
peintedly objected, urging the natural “right of
Great Britain to resort to duties ot this kind for
the purpose of favouring the productions, agricul-
tural or otherwise, of any part of her own do-
minions., ‘ .

We did not pretend to deny this last prineiple ;
but remarked, that truth, in abstract propositions,
did not always bear enforcement” iutera tionally.
We contended that the application of this principle
to the trade in question, would prove altegether un-
just to the United States. Britainmade a distinction,
which of course she had the right to do, in her
commercial intercourse between her home domin-
ions aud colonies. She evéen drew a djstinction in
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the regulations of trade hetween her North Ameri-
can éolonics,’ and h.cr West India Islands. "The
Unité(l.Smtcs were therefore, in a commercial view,,
obliged to consider cach of these portions of her
empird, as so many distinct countries. To the
Unitel States, they were distinet, as well by geo-
graphical situation, and naturc of their productions,
as by this policy of the parent country.  Nor was
this wiere theory. oIn the business of trade, it
worked tangible results.  "The United States made
an offer to lay no higher dutics on productions
imported into their ports from British Islands, than
on simitar productions {rom other foreign coyn-
trics.  Britain met this by apparent, but owing to
the division of her dependencies into separate
countries for commercial purposes, certainly not by
real reciprocity; she offered to lay no higher dutics
on productions imported from the United States into
her Islands, than were charged on similar ones
from other /b}"cign countrics. Now," this offer
would be reciprocal in words only, unless it went
farther; i ought to add, than upon similar pro-
ductions from any other place, according to our
proposals. The reason was obvious; the British
Islunds were supplicd with similar productions from

no other foreign coubltry than the United ,Stales.
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The only similar ones in amount deserving to be
mentioned, would go from fhe North Ameri-
-can colonies of Britain herself.  The only .cc;mpc-
tition in the supply would therefore' be, between
thesc latter colonies and 'the United States ; where-
as, there would be a real foreign competition on
the productions” imported into the United States
from the Dritish Islands; similar ones being con-
stantly imported, and in large amount, frem the
Islands or colonies of other foreign powers.
Hence the clause ¥ould be operative tor Great
Britain, and only rominal for the United States.
Ity was plain that the former could<turn it to her
own account; her vessels might come to the
Unitéd States from her Islands, with the produc-
tions of th.e Islands; whilst the vessels of the
United States would find little encourageinent in
going to the Islands with the productions of the
United States, because British productions of the
same kind ‘would get there in British vesscls from
Halifax, St. Johns, or other British possessions,
under duties sufficiently low to vanquislt American
competition. Such was our answer to this objec-
tion. At first sight, the objection wore a fair
appearance. It scemed unrcasonable to say that
Britain must not be-left at liberty to foster, by
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high dutics, as she saw fit, the productions of any
part of her own dominions»  But unless the United
States took this ground, they could sccure no sub-
st.antial reciprocity to their own vessels in carrying
on the’trade to be arrangéd; and this, plainly, be-
causg Britain stamps upon her colonics, as regards
the interests of navigation and trisde, the double
character described—one making them separ.ate
commynitics—the othier part and parcel of the same
empire with the mother country—as it may serve
to benefit the latter, or bear hard on foreign na-

tions ; particularly, from the causds stated, on the
United Statesa ’
Wealleged also, the inexpediency of consenting
to a limited number of articles as the objects of a
direct trade between our portsand the Islands, and
allowing an indefigite or even lnrgel: list to go
circuitously.  The eflect of this would in like
manuer be, what the United States aimed at pre-
venting—a disproportionate employment of British
tonnage. The articles not allowed to go to the
Islands dircctly, would be sent through Halifax,
St. Johns or B.ermudu. To these ports, it is true,
they might go in Amcrican vessels; but arrived
there, they would be transferred to British vessels,
and carried. to the Islands exclusively in the latter.
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It was a main point with the United States to
mmrd their own shipphg frem this source of
danger. .

It was so that we rcasoned. Névertheless, it
was our duty to pay a just regard to the consider-
ations which Great Britain had presented’;s and
we expressed a’desire to listen to any specific pro-
posals she would make. We asked for a scale of
dutics that would exhibit the thaximum of these in-
tended for the protection of the agricultural or
other produce of her*own dominions ; but no such
document was prepared for our consideration.  In
fitether reply to this British doctrind about duties,
we naturally “remarked, that if enforced against
the United States, the latter ought undoubtedly to
retain the option of laying higher duties on the pro-
ductions of the British Islands, than on those of
countries where the prodactions of the United States
were, or might be, received on beter terms than in
the British Islands. We also declared that we
could agree to no proposals for regulating the inter-
coursc with Nova Scotia and New Brubswick, un-
conncceted with the Islands, '

After these and other particulars had been fully
canvasscd, it became evident that the partics were
too wide asunder to give hopg of meeting on ground
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that would satisfy both. The British plenipotenti-
aries candidly cxpressed ‘themselves to this effect :
but, as» we invited proposals, they gave them.’
"Bheir Proposéls adhered to the principle of protect-
ing the productions of their North America colonies,
by l(!v.ying higher dutics, on similar productions from
the United States. They also claimed the right for
British vessels sailing from the Euvopean dominions
of Britain, to touch at ports of the United States for
the purpose of taking in cargoes for the West Indies.
In other respects, as these no;ninallg/, they admitted
the principle of reciprocity, as far asthe trade was
to be op.cn. But they restricted it in a way to'be
little acceptable to the United States. Necither sugar
nor coflee, were allowed to be among the dirc.ct ex-
ports of the United States from the Islaruls, although
we would'have cofsented to a limited amount of
cach; nor were salted provisions of any kind, in-
cluding fish; noy lumber, generally, foy under ‘the
last head there were slight exceptions, to be allowed
among the imports into the Islands, from the
United States. Yet it was proposed that not only
sugar and coffec, but all articles of the produce or
manufacture of any of the British dominions, and
even East India articlgs, should be admitted into
B%
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the United States through the circuitous channels
of Bermuda, Halifax and St. Johns, Tt was also
‘asked, that, in the whole trade, Britain, by oll the
regulations of the Uniled States, should stand upe=
as good a footing in their ports, as any other
Joreign nation. Such were thc main featurés ‘of
. their proposals.

Britain wonld agrce to no arrangement of the
intercourse by land, or inland “navigation, with her
American continental possessions bordering on
the United States different from the one rejected
with the four articles submitted by Lord Castle-
refigh. Nor would she let us take our produce
down the St. Lawrence as far as Montreal, or down
the éllarnl)ly as far as the St. Lawrence.

On referzing her proposals to our government,
with all the views clicited from’ her plenipotentia-
ries, they were uncquivocally rejected. In pro-
gress of fime, renewed 'i.gotiations were held
between the two governments, somnc whilst I re-
mained at the British court, somc afterwards.
Each government gave up some of the ground
taken in this negotiation; but no srrangement, by
treaty, has cver yct been made upon the subject.
The trade stands upon regulations adopted by the
statut@s of cach nation, whieh cach is at liberty to
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modify or rccall. Until opened by these regula-
tions, the prohibitosy laws of the Union would not

allow supplics from the British lslands to come®

(lbl'(‘Lth to the United Qtateh, or to go directly
from tlu, United States to the Islands, in the vessels
of* cither power. The. rcason was, that as Britain
would not allow them to come and‘go in this man-
ner, on terms that the United Siates decmed of
equal *advantage to*their vesscls, they preferred
that the direct intercourse should cease altogether.
It is obvious, that the dispute was about tonnage,
rather than the productions or merchandize of
cither p.';rty. *These were still permitted to be con-
sumed in the territorics of cach; buf it was neces-
sary to import them in round-about ways.

On a Spanish ambassador once representing to
Cromwell® that the Inquisition and colonial trade,
were his master’s two eyes, Cromwell replied,
“ Then I must frouble your master to put out his
two eyes.” We cannot address England in such
language, although England did Spain; but we may
at least rémark, that as far as she enforces her
colonial systera in her intercoursc with other na-
tions, the latter will, so far, lose the benefit of cqual
competition. The United States cannot, it is true,
complain thyt she vix;lates ‘any of their,rights in

o
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allowing the vesscls of her own subjects in her
North American c01011i<:§, to trade with her Islands
‘on better terms, than the vesscls of the *United
States; but, to whatever cxtent she does S0, it €3
manifest that, to the san.lo extent, American ton-
nage must labour under intrinsic disadvar;t:‘lges,
. and.the British be likely to shoot ahead of it ; which
is the basis of the competition at prescnt.

II. T come, sccondly, to Inerussmunt. Fiithtul
as were our labours on this subject, disappointment
was their portion. A recapitulation of the causes,
has high claims to the attention of both nations, and
T would cven hope to that of readers of all classes
in both. .

It may be remerbered, that I delivered to Lord
Castlereaghe two propositions, which, taken to-
gether, cmbodied an offer by the United States to
exclude, by all the mcans /ili their power, British
seamen, native born as weil as naturalized, from
their service. As an equivalent, they demanded
that impressment from their vesscls should be
totally relinquished.  The stipulation for cxcluding
scamen, was to be reciprocal. The' United States
agreeing not to cmploy British scamen, it was no
more than just that Britain should agree not to
emploir‘ American seamen. The, excladion was to
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extend to th? public and private marinc of both
nations. . ’

It cannot cscape remark, that the United States,®
by such an ofler, overlookcd the estimate of pecu-
niary advant‘mo to their merch«mts, for the pros-
pectrof durable harmony with Great Britain, Wa-
ges were higher in their merchant %crvice,-thay in
the Butish. To exclude British scamen from it,
would*have been likely to raise them still higher.
On the other hand, the stipulation of Britain not to
unpress our scamen, would hiave been remote In
1ts plactlcal OI)(J'RUOH. It was necessarily contin-
gent upon the event of a maritime war with otller
powers, as she does not impress men from Agnem-
can vessels in time of peace.  |lence, the onerous
part of the engagement would have been to us im-
mediate; the benefit distant.

Our offer to exclude all nataral born British sub-
jects from our sgrvice, it will also be rgmembered,
was at first rejected; but it was afterwards agreed
that it should be considered. T'wo conditions were
annexed to'it by Lord Castlercagh. One, that any
treaty containidg the mutual stipulations, should be
revocable on short notice by either party. This
would serve, he thought, to tranquilize those per-
sons in England who would otherwise be ﬂlprSCd
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to think the arrangement derogatory to the rights
of England; whilst the t'eaty, as he lfopcd, would
'be gradually sliding into permanence. The other
condition was, that the British boarding oﬂlcu
entering  American veqsclq at sca for plu poses
agreed by both nations to be lawful m time of ‘war,
and, finding British scamen, or men suspected to
be such, should be allowed to make a proces verbal
of the fact, to be presented to the notice bf the
American government; but the officer to be pro-
hibited taking away the men.

'I‘hlb latter condition scemed to lmply distrust
of'America. It breathed suspicion, ‘that the regu-
lations for excluding British scamen would not be
tully exccuted. If objectionable on this ground, it
was more so on others. It did not ask in terins,
that the boarding oflicer calling for a list of the
crew, should have the power of mustering them ;
but the mere view of the paper wpuld be uscless
without that power. The men must have been
inspected for the purpose of comparison with the
list. Such inspections had been found ‘among the
most insupportable aggravations of impressment.
Their tendency, in every instance, was to produce
altercation between the forcign officer and the mas-
ter of the American vessel. <If the officer made a
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record of hig suspicions, the master, and seaman,
must have, the prividege of making a counter re-
cord. Where then would be the end, or what the’
geood, of these tribunals of the deck? We did not
desire the first condition, but were willing for the
sake® of scttling the question, to come into it.
To the second, we declared our utter repug-
nance and uncquivocal dissent. 1t will be further
rementbered, that Lord Castlercagh withdrew
the second; which brings me to the footing
on which the subject was taken up in the nego-
tiation.

Ropca.ted advances having been made by the
United States, the understanding was, that Britain
should now bring the subject forward in a shape
matured for discussion. The lcading principles
secmed to'have beén settled. It remained, as we
thought, only to settle details. At the third con-
ference, the British plenipotentiaries sybmitted a
projet of six articles, designed for the regulation
by a separate treaty, of the whole subject. I have
abstained almost wholly from presenting at large
the documents+of the ncgotiation, supposing that I
could cause their cssential matter to be suffi-
ciently understood by description. But the gra-
vity and intcrest of this question, renders®it proper
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to set forth the British projet in its precise terms ;
a course the more proper, as I inserted in the
“same way the American propositions. It here
follows: ' ..
“ His Majesty, the kir;g of the United Kingdom
of Great Dritain and Ireland, and the President of
the, United States of Amcric:;, being aumnated with
an equal desire to remove by amicable regulations
the inconveniences which hiwve arisen from the
difficulty of discriminating between the subjects
and citizens of the two powers respectively, have
determined to proceed, without prejudice to the
riffhts of cither power, to frame such conventional
arrangements  as may obviate the evils which
migh.t hercafter again result from the circumstances
above stated, to the public service, the commerce,
or the subjects or citizens of either of the high con-
tracting parties. In pursuance of so desirable an
object, his said Majesty and the President of the
United States have nominated plenipotentiaries to
discuss and sign a treaty to this cficct.  His Ma-
jesty, the king of the United Kingdom of -Great
Britain and Ircland, has nominated the Right
Honourable Frederick John Robinson, and Henry
Goulburn, Esquire, and the President of the United -
States hts nominated’ Albert Gallatin and Richard
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Rush, Esquires, who, having exchanged their full
. poweys, found in good and true form, have agreed
upon the following articles:

+1. “The l;igh contracting parties engage and
bind themselves to adopt without delay, and in the
mander that may best correspond with their respec-
tive laws, such measures as may be most effectual
for excluding the natural born subjects and citizens
of cither party from serving in the public or
private marine of the other: Provided always,
that nothing contained in this article shall be
understood to Elpp]y to such natural born subjects
or citizens of either power as may have been na-
turalized by their respective laws, previous to the
signature of the present treaty. And such mea-
surcs, when adopted, shall be immediately commu-
nicated to’each party respectively.

2. “For the better ascertaining the number of
persons on either side that may fall within the
exception contained in the preceding article, the
high contracting partics engage to (_iﬁiiver, each to
the other, within twelve months from the ratifica-
tion of the presént treaty, a list of all persons fall-
ing within the said exception, specifying the places
of their birth, with the date of their becoming
naturalized. * And jt is further agreed, thathone

55
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other than the persons whose names ghall be inclu-
ded in the lists, shall be'deemed to fall within the
"said cxception. "

3. “The high contracting parties however reserve
to themselves the power to authorize and permit
by proclamation, their respective subjects or* citi-
zens, to serve in the publc or private marine of the
other country. And it is hereby expressly under-
stood, that, as long as such permission shall femain
in force, it shall be competent for the government
of the other power,. notwithstanding the engage-
ment set forth n the first article of this trcaty, to
admit the performance of the said service. Provi-
ded always, That whencver the power so granting
permission to the said subjects or citizens to serve
in the marine of the other, shall withdraw the
same, notification thercof shall’ forthwith be made
to the other contracting party, and, on receipt of
such notification, the powsr recpiving the same
shall, forthwith, notify it in the most public and
official manner, and shall use its utmost cndcavours
to restrain the said subjects or citizens of the other
party {rom further serving in its public or private
marine, and shall enforce the exclusion of such of
the said subjects or citizens of the other power as
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may then be jn its service, as if no such permission
had heen promulgated.

4. “In consideration of the stipulations con-’
tained jn the 'prcccding articles, it is agrecd by the
high contracting partics that, during the contin-
uance of the present, treaty, neither power shall
impress or forcibly withdraw, or cause to be ir-
pressed or forcibly withdrawn, any person or per-
sons {rom the vesscls of the other power when
wet upon the high scas, on any plea or pretext
whatsoever.  Provided alwa‘;s,r“That nothing con-
tained in this article shall be construed to apply to
the vesscls of either power which may be within
the ports, or within the maritime juri.sdiction of the
other, and also provided, that nothing herein con-
tained shall be construed to impair or affcct the
established right of scarch as authorized in time of
war by the law of nations.

5. “The high contracting parties have agreed
to extend the duration of the present treaty to ten
years, and they reserve to themselves to concert,
as to its rc.newal, at such convenient period, previ-
ous to its expiration, as may insure to their re-
spective subjects and citizens, the uninterrupted
benefit which they expect from its provisigé:
Provided af'ways, that'cither power may, ¥ it deem
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it expedient, upon giving six months previousnotice
to the other, wholly abro‘gate and annul the present
treaty :

6. «It is agreed that nothm(r contalned ,in tke
preceding articles shall be understood to aﬂ'cct the
rights and prmc1ples on which the high contractmg
partics have heretofore acted, in respect to auy
of the matters to which these stipulations refer,
except so far as the same shall have been mddified,
restrained, or suspended by the said articles.
And, whenever the f)r(,scnt treaty shall ceasc to
be in operation, cither by the (“(plrd(lon of the
term for Whl(,h it is enacted, without any renewal
of the samc, or by the abrogation thcreof by either
of the high contracting partics, as hcreinbefore
provided, or, (which God forbid) by any war be-
tween them, cach of the said high contrdcting par-
ties shall stand, with respect to the other, as to its
said rights,and principles, a< if nosuch treaty had
ever becn made.”

In submitting thesc articles, the British pleni-
potentiarics expressed upon the protocol their
conviction, that, under all the difficulties that sur-
rounded the question, they would be sufficient to
sa 'sfy us of the earnest dispesition of Great Britain
to go evéry prnctlcab]c length in a joint cffort for
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their. removgl, so as to connect the two countries in
the firmest ties of harn’mny. It was with this
solemnity thatthe subject was presented to our con-
sderation. ’ ,

It received from us a deliberate and anxious
altehtion. We brought to the task an unaffected
desire to smooth down cvery obstacle. It was not
to be supposed that a subject that had divided the
two mations for five and twénty yecars, and béen
the principal causc of a war, could be definitively
arranged by the first projet of a treaty drgwn up
by one of the partics. But we hailed the entire
plan as the ht;rbinger of adjustment, believing that
we saw in its spirit and outline, the sure hgpe of
success. Taking an interval for advisement we
said, that the proposals heretofore made by the
United States could leave no doubt of their con-
stant desire to scttle this question, and declared
our readiness ¢o agree, with some awmendments,
to the plan submitted. We added our full expec-
tation that, founded as it was in mutual confidence,
it codld not fail to have a happy effect towards
rendering durdble the relations of amity so happily
subsisting between the two countries. 'These
gentiments we, too, regorded with like solemnity/)n
the protocdl-
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Several of our amendments were only verbal.
We didnot think that tl'm recital in the preamble
‘met’ the whole case on both sides, and offered
alterations, some of which were n[;provcd. To
the clausc under which there might have been a
claim to continuc impressment in the narrow scas,
we objected, and it was, in effect, withdrawn. Nor
did we like the particular mode, or place, in which
Britain vescrved the right of search at the close of
the fourth article. We suggested, in licu of it,
that the words should go to a different article, and
provide that neither party should bc affected by
the treaty « m any of their bellmemzt or neutral
rights as ack nowledg(’d by the law of wations, except
so far as modified, restricted, or suspended by the
treaty.” It becomes unnecessary however to dwell
on these and other points as to which the parties
did not agrec at first, since they might have agreed
ultimately, +had it not beer for tevo that proved
fatal to the plan. To the explanation of these I
therefore confine myself. .

The second article, with a view to as;:erta'm the
persons who were to be cxcepted ‘from those in-
tended to be excluded from the sca scrvice of
eif) r natlon, provndes, that,.each shall furnish the
other with a fist of their nambs. 'This list was to
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specify the Hlace of their birth, and dates of their
natu:fulization; ands none *but persons whosec names
were wpon. il, were fo Jdl within the cxception. To"
this prowsmn we were obliged to object, our laws
not enab]mor us to meet all that it required. Asa
substltute we proposed that “no natural born sub-
ject or cilizen of either power, whosé name should ot
be included in the list, should be decmed to full within®
the eXception, uNLESs HE PRODUCED PROOF OF IS
HAVING BEEN DULY NATURALIZED PRIOR TO THE EX-
CHANGE OF RATIFICATIONS OF THE TREATY.”

Reasons must be given why the United States
could not comply with the British article ad it
stood. Anterior to 1780, aliens were naturalized
according to the laws of the several states compos-
ing the Union. Under this system, the forms
varied anll were often very loose. The latter was
especially the case when they were drawn up by
justices of thq peace, as sometimes, happened.
Since that epoch, the forms have been uniform,
and arc ouly permitted before such courts of re-
cord &s are designated by the laws of the United
States. But»>the designation includes not only
courts of the United States, properly so called, but
courts of the several states. Minor children sfso
of naturalZzed persons, if ‘the former he' within
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the limits of the Union, become, ipso facto, natural-
ized. It must be added, ‘ that, for several years no
‘discrimination as to the birth place of aliens was
recorded. If attempts were made to procure the
list required, a first objec‘tion might have been that
the courts of the several states were not bourid io
obey, in this rcsf)ect, a call from the general govern-
‘fment. But granting that all obeyed, the lists would
have cxhibited nothing more' than the nanmies of
British natural born subjects, naturalized during a
period of ncarly thir'ty years. 'T'hey would not
designate scumen, the law not having required a
record of the occupatmn, nor would thcy embrace
minor clnldrcn, their names never haying been di-
rected to be registered.  There was but one other
source from«which lists could have hecen derived,
and hete only partially. By a law of 1796, collec-
tors of customs were required to keep books in
which the names of scamen, citizens of the United
States, were, on their own application, to he entered.
Under this law, as may be inferred from its terms,
the entry of names was not full; nor did the law
draw a distinction between nativé citizens and
citizens by naturalization,

om this summary it is manifest, that a com-
phance ‘with the British article .would* have been
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nnpr'lctlcablc. The unavoidable consequence of
conscntmg to it w quld ltive been, that aliens na-
tumlwe.d before the treaty, and entitled by our lawss
tp all the rights of citizens, would, by an ex post
facto, and therefore uncodstitutional measure, have
fourd" themsclves (:\dudcd ﬁ:gm following the secas
as an occupation, *

All these obstacles we presented to the British
plenipotentiaries ; and they were plainly such as
we could not remove, whatever our desire.  But
we urged, that the condition required, appeared
unnccessary. By the substitute we proposed, every
native boru subject of Britain claiming the rightsof
serving in our vessels, and not being able to show
his name upoin the lists, would have to adduce other
proot of his naturalization. "This other proof must
have been, cither the original certificate of naturali-
zation, or an ;authentic copy. Tt could have been
on no better proof that any names would have
been returned in the lists. If minors claimed the
benefit of the exception, legal proof must have
been .givea of their identity; to which must have
been subjoined, proof of the naturalization of their
fathers. We urged also the right reserved to cither
party of amnulling the treaty at will, as aflordizg
a sufficient, security. ” It was a rcservatipn,v;;tif of

96
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our choice, but acquicsced in, to avoid objection,
and supcrsede the necdssity of details too com- .
“plicated. It gave Britain a remedy in her own
hands against deviations from the ‘truc .spirit of
the compact, whenever she believed any were com-
mitted. '

But we could not prevail upon the British pleni-
potentiarics to recede from their ground.  They
appeared to have taken up an impression wisch we
were unable to expel, that great numbers ol their
gseamen intended by the treaty to he excluded,
would, but for the condition annexed, find their way
ko our service. '

An error insensibly prevailing n Britain, scems
to lic at the root of the whole evil. It consists in
supposing that the Uvited States cannot obtain
seamen of their own, but must depend upon Britain
for them.  Why, any more than on Britons to till
their farms, or build their hnuscs,’secms strange !
I will give( an instance of this crror. When the
Franklin anchored oft Cowes, visiters came on
board in great numbers,  The ships decks were
of course filled with her seamen; who, to be sure,
looked like Fnghish scamen, and spoke the English
%ge. Soon the rumour went that many were
Enghsh., All rumours grow; and so,this. Ina
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fortnight, 1 read in the London prints, that full
one. third of ‘the whole were native born British
suhji'.cw! The news passed from jsurnal to jour-»
il fixine it=elf, no doubt, as a positive fact in the
belief 6f many an honest® Englishman, who would
hava been ready on its authority to utrer indig-
nant complaints against Americap for thus draw-
g away his majesty’s scamen! "Che comment‘ary
zpon she supposed fact is, that Commodore Stew-
art informed me, that out of his crew, of upwards
of seven hundred men, tweniy-five would include all
of foreign birth.  OFf these, half were from parts of
Larope, *other than Britain. I would not fall into
the indecorum of supposing, that crrors so gross as
this could ever he committed by persons having
better opportunitics, above all, oflicial opportunities,
of wformation; byt it points to the 1;0pul:1r mis-
couception. 1 fully belicve, and this not as an un-
cxamined opinion, that the proportion of native
American scamen on board American ships of war,
will always be found greater than of native DBri-
tish scamen on Dboard DBritish ships of war,
The relative size of the two navies considered,
it is indecd, demonstrable, that the United States
are better able to wan theirs with native Amer’
can, than the British' theirs with native Brilish.
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The other part of the projet that produced
fatal diversity, was in the first article. It ran thu» :
*% Provided always, that nothing contined in J/u's ar-
ticle shall be understood to apply to suci nat:[rul borp
subjects or citizens of ewther power, as may have
been naturalized by their respective luws previous to
the siGnaTURE: of the pr('scnt’ treaty.” In place of
SIGNATURE, WC proposcd * EXCHANGE OF RATIFICA-
Tions.”  To the former we- could not censent.
It would have brought with it the same conse-
quence—that of vioktting our Constitation.  'The
obligations of a treaty are not complete, until cx-
change of ratifications. 'To excludé from our ser-
vice, subjects haturalized prior to that date, would
have” involved the objection of ex post fucto; but
the British .plenipotentiaries would not agree to
drop their word. Here too was manifested what,
te us, secmed needless apprehension.  As by the
laws of th(, United States a l'(‘bldCllCO of five ycars
is one of the pre-requisites to mturah/.mon, the
number of British scamen who could have come
in between the two dates, must haves been ex-
tremely small; not worth considerafion, as we sup-
posed, in a national point of view. But we could
not succced in making the British plenipotenti-
aridy ihink so. The subject was debated until
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the closing hours ofgthe negotiation, and then fell

to th? groun;l. 1t .*t tlte scal to the failure of
our cffarts. 'We had oflered all that was possible®
upder 0{11' Cohstitution and laws. We could gono

farther. )

I pﬁ,use, for a moment, on this authentic narra-
tive. I look back, with unfeigned regret, on the
failure it records.  Perhaps I may be wrong, for 1
speaks from no autlority ; but 1 am not able to
divest mysclf’ of an impression, that, had Lord
Castlercagh becn 1n London, there would not have
been a failure. I am aware that he was kzapt in-
formed of the progress of the negotiation ; we had
reason to believe that the documehts were regu-
larly sent to ;\ix la Chapelle for his inspcc’tion ;
still, he could not share in the full spirit of all that
passed. e had the whole Luropean relations of
Britain at that time in his hands, with those of the
continent also to discuss.  Impressient, although
in truth a primary concern, could not, at such a
season, have commanded all his thoughts. But I
know.how* anxiously he entered into it, before his
departure. Hg saw that the great principle of
adjustinent, had at last been scttled; aund T can
scarccly think that he would have allowed it to bé

foiled, by carrying top much rigour inte details.
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It is no part of my presengpurpose to draw the
full character of Lord (.‘n‘.—:thfa‘gh in liis connexion
“with Faoeland, or Furope; but there was ,tl;is n
him, which his oppsnents did not deny, and history
will award—an entire, T add, a noble fcarless-
ness.  He knew that a treaty relinquishing nipress-
ment, no matter what the terms, would excite
clamour in England, come when it would; but
having made np his mind to the justice andspolicy
of such a treaty, hie would have faced the clamour.
I believe that he set & high value uposr a good un-
dcrstu‘nding with the Upited States; and that he
was sincercly anvious, not in wortls only, but by
deeds, to promote it. I never saw any little jeal-
ousy' in him of their rising power and greatness,
although awake to both; for he saw in DBritain
enough of both, to place him alove little jealousies;
and if' T have not agsumed too much in my gonjec-
fures as to his feclings on this suliiect of ilﬁpress-
ment, who will say that his wisdom and patriotism
would not have been signally manfested ? Scamen,
as a race, are short-lived.  "I'he constarft hazdships
to which they are exposed, soon wear down those
whom the tempest and battle spare; and had
the arrangement been perfected, the lapse of a
few Yeass would have* swept, away the ;whole stock
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of naturalized Britishseamen in the United States;
whilst the trez;ty abolishing’ impressient from Ame-
rican ships, would have remained a durable monu-
ment of the statesmanship of the British minis-
ter under whose auspicojs it would have been
conciuded. ,

This subject falling through, otlicrs of a mari-
time nature were withdeawn. Tt had been agreed
that none were to be proceeded with, if we failed
on impressment.  We had oflered articles on
blockade; contraband; trading with the col'onies
of a belligerent; for the regulation of proceedings
in prize cases,ind the conduct of privateers and
letters of marque.  Britain had joined in offers on
most of thern—omitting however the third.  Their
discussion was carried on to some ¢xtent, but
given over-when discovered that we could not ar-
range the point on which all depended.

A few words . more. "The failure to gccoramo-
date this formidable source of strife between the
two nations, is only postponed, not defeated. If
removed in’no other way, it will cease, ultimately,
through the cessation of the practice as a home
measure in England, It cannot endure much

+longer; it is impossible. Englishmen will got their’

minds open $o,its true nature. It is the remnark of
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a sagacions historian of their own, that nations
long after their idcas begin te enlarge and | their -
“manuers to refine, adhere to systems of superstition
founded on the crude conceptlons of ear]y years.
It is the same with pubhc abuses. The ]‘4]]0'llbh
part, rcluctantly, with thos? sanctioned by time ;
but, at length, public scrutiny and the moral sense
of the nation, fasten upon them; as in the case, for
example, of the slave trade. * Reason emerges, as
from a cloud; the abuses fall, and loud reprobation
succeeds to the long tolerance that kept them up.
Indications arc not wanting of this coming change
a$ to impressiuent. I could refer to soxn(;, derived
from privute' intercourse of a high kind; but for
this, I should have no warrant, and will take other
and public, demonstrations. Perhaps no associa-
tion of men in that kingdouf are more likely to
form sound opinions on this subject, than the ship
owners of London. This body, at a mci{ting in
September 1818, and what Briton will not be remind-
ed of the fact with pleasure, deliberately condemned
the practice. 'The report of their committees dwells
upon it as cvery way inexpedicnt, (#part from other
objections,) and suggests measures for its tolal abo-
Tition.

[}
Thicre 1s somcthihyg, if .possible, more strong.
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Sir Murray Maxwell, a distinguished officer in the
British navy, whent a candidate to rcpresent the
great commc}'cial interests of Westminster in thc.
House of Commons as mentioned on a preccding
page, made an appeal upen the same subject, too
rémarkable to be foggotten. Ad(’lressing himself
to assembled thousands round the hustings, he sad,
that if his opponent could show that he had been
«for fifteen years engaged in promoting a political
scheme of such national impo.rtuncc as the one that
he (Sir Murray) had been labouring at, he.would
withdraw from the contest; he meant, the ¢fforts he
had made, in concert with many of his brother q//ice.rs,
to do away the practice of impressment.)’ Need I
go further? If the conviction of the impolicy and
cnormity of this practice—this stain upon British
humanity and jusliéc——this merciless violation of
the dearest of human rights—has found its way
into the circle of ship owners, and naval officers,
is it conceivable that the conviction will stop there?
No, it will spread, until cchoed by the voice of all
Britain—until the horrors of the press-gang, and
the horrors of the slave ship, will be spoken of in the
same way. British moralists will deplore it ; Brit;
ish orators denounce,it; British legislators ex-
tirpate it; 4nd Brjtish histo{'ianx_s, in recording its
57
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long cxistence as a remnant of barbarism, and
tyranny, utler scntiments of ssober joy at its
‘downfall. K

Finally, 1 superadd my testimonsr to that of
cvery other Amecrican, that the United States can-
not again permit the exercise, by any f(')r'cign
powcr, of impressment on board their vessels at sea.
After the facts sct forth in the twellth chapter of
this work, they would be untriic to themselves, and
the race they spring from, if they did.  The great
Chatham, if alive, would counsel us uot to sub-
mit to it; and il enforced against us, wmrlld burst
forth anew with the cyclamation, « Were I an
Awerican, as T am an Englishman, T would never
lay down my arms; never, never, ncver!”

I have gene through the topics of this negotia-
tion. -I have given, succinctly, but I trust accu-
rately, those comprised in the convention; I have
sct forth, I hope intelligibly, and gnough at large,
the causes of disappointment as to others. May
the day soon arrive when the adjustment of at
least that of impressment, may cement by yet
closer ties two nations that ought to feel and
act like friends, instead of pouring out their blood
in battle.
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CHAPTER XXIL

THE ENGLISH IN THE AUTUMN. INAUGURATION OF
*THE LORD MAYUR. DEATH OF THE QUEEN.

Whist the negotiation was going on, its busi-
ness absorbed attention. Of other occurrences
during its pen.dency, I have therefore little to say.
We dined with some of the cabinet ministers and
diplomatic corps. On one occasion, a portion of
the ambassadors of the grcat powers.and several
of the nlinisters plenipotentiary, gratified me by
dining at my house, to meet Mr. Gallatin. Some
of them had tafen a lively interest in the progress
of our negotiation; nor did [ scruple to impart
to them, in fit ways, and to the proper extent, its
events. Scldom have the United States occasion
for concealment in any of their public policy or
acts; and no where is the maxim more applicable
than in diplomatic circles, that, to get conﬁdencé,
it must be given.
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A French philosopher has said, that every day
(of his life formed a page of hi§ works. 1 cannot
claim this merit, if merit it be. It was not my
habit to_note down, as g daily task, the persondl
scenes in which I was intecrmingling, but gave my-
sclf to the practicc only aceording to my inclina-
tions and opportunitics ; during the negotiation, and
for the remainder of the year, it so fell out that I
scarcely indulged init at all. Soon after the close
of our joint labours, Mr. Gallatin returned to Panis,
leaving me to regret the loss of a colleague so
enlightened. )

In the west-cnd of T.ondon during the autumn,
little is seen but uninhabited houses. It brings to
mind the city in the Arabian Nights, where every
thing was dead. The roll of the carriage, the
asscmblage in the parks, the whole panorama of
life, in that great portion of English socicty where
amuscment is the business of life, stops. Pass
Temple Bar, and winter and spring, summer and
autumn, every day of every scason, present the
same crowds. Nothing thins them, and their in-
crease would seem impossible; but’ the depopula-
tion of the west-end, is nearly complete. The
adjournment of parliament ds the first signal for
desertion. Every wheté you see post chaises



1818,] COURT OF LONDON, 453

and dravellipg carriages with their light and live-
ricd » postillions, issuing from the squares and
sweepibg round the corners.  Four horses are
driven, contrary to the cpstom with the town car-
riage, in which you see but two. Ior a while this
movement is constagt. The gay cmigrants find
their country scats all ready for their recepsion.
Thiebault tells us, that the king of Prussia had
libraries at several of his palaces, containing the
same books, arranged in th_e same order ; so that
when going from onc to another, the train.of his
studics jmight not be broken. So the English.on
arriving at their scats, even if they, have several,
which is often the casc, find every thing they want ;
unlike the chateaux in the provinces of France,
which are said to be ill-furnished and bare, com-
pared with the fine hotels of Paris.

The next great egress, is on the approach of the
first of September. That day is an era in Eng-
land. Partridge shooting begins upon it; and all
who have, not left town with the first flight, now
seem to follow. Ministers of state, even lord
chancellors, can hardly be kept from going a-field.
‘When our conference of the twenty-ninth of August
.was finished, my collaague and I, w1thout reflec-
tion, named ‘the first’ of Beptcmber for*the next
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meeting. “Spare us,” sald one of ,the British
plempoteutmrles; “it is'the Jitst day of partridge
"’ ‘'

a

shoolm g

The families that flock into the country, gene-
rally remain until Christmas, the hospitalitics con-
nccted with which usually clpse with twelfth-night,
or «oon afterwards. Some stay much longer.
Cabinct ministers and the diplomatic corps, are
among the few persons left in the metropolis, and
these in diminished number.  'The latter are often
of the, invited guests; when the English thus ex-
change the hospitalities of the town for those,
more prolonged and magnificent, at their country
abodgs. Tield sports are added to the festivities ;
hunting of all kinds, the fox, the hare, the stag;
shooting, with I know not what clse, including
archery, of the days of the Plantagenets; which
last pastime, like the chase, is sometimes graced
by the cowpetitions of femal:- agiligy. DBut foreign
ambassadors and ministers do not always find it
convenient to profit of these invitations. If not
every day engaged in negotiations, onc scldom
goes by with those representing cotntries in large
iptercourse with England, unmarked by calls upon
their ofﬁcnl time ; and like men of business every
where, they must be at the place of their business
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to dq, or watc}f it. But if, for the most part,
cut off fsom thesc eural recre'ltmnb, there is one
way in '}Vhl(‘h they partake of the results; I mean®
i game for fheir tables. Amoufrat the persons to
whom mine was indebted t])rouwllout the autumn, I
misf not forget onc of the British plenipotentiaries;
and, let me here add, that if not of’the same wind
with us on all official discussions, they both made
us schsible, in all ways, of their personal cour-
tesy.

The cnthusiastic fondness of the English for the
country, is the clicet of their laws, and pnnclpally
of those 1<,l.mng to descent. Scarcely any per-
sons who holfl a leading place in “the circles of
their socicty, can be said to live in London. They
have houses in London, in which they stay while
parliament sits, and’ occasionally visit at other sea-
sons; but their homes are in the country; their
turretted mansipns are there, with all that denotes
perpetuity—heir-looms, fainily memorials, the libra-
ry, the tombs. This spreads the same ambition
among other classes, and the taste for rural life,
however diverstfied or graduated the scale, becomes
widely diffused. Those who live on their estates
through successive generations, not speaking of
those merely .who have titles, but thousands beside,
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acquire, it they have the right qualities of charac-
ter, an influence throughbut their neighbpurhood.
‘It is not an influence always enlisted on tho side of
power and privilege ; on the contrary, there are nu-
merous instances in which it has heen used for ages
in furtherance of popular right‘s. Lot me mention as
one, and a signal'one, Mr. Coke, of Norfoli, the inva-
riable friend of the United States, whose abundant
and cordial hospitalities, it has been my lot, i com-
won with so many other Americans, to experience
at Holkham. It 1s this which lics at the root of
the desertion of the west end of the town when
pafliament rises. The permanent interests and
affections of the leading classcs, centre almost uni-
versally in the country, and these classes get acees-
sions to their number from those who amass wealth
through manufacturing and commercial ‘industry ;
who often make it the end and aim of their accu-
mulations, fo purchase landed egtates and live
upon them. Tleads of families go into the country
to resume their stand in the midst of the feclings
and attachments to which I allude; and'all to par-
take of the pastimes of the country “ife where they
flourish in such variety, exhiliration, and pomp.
"In other parts of London, in the vast limits be-
tween Temple Bar and the Tower, the crowds, I
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have said, continue.. the same. Even here, how-
ever, the pafsion for the tonntry peeps out. Every
evcmnfr “when business. is, 6ver, the cmzens mays
he scen gomg to their cottages that skirt the wide
environs towards 1lighdate, Tornsey, Hackney,
Strat ford, Clapharn, Cumbénve]l, Greenwich, and in
all directions, I heatd a physician call the Parks
near London, the “ lungs of London.” 'Thesc Tiutle
retregts, many of them hidden amidst foliage,
and showing the neatness that scems stamped upon
every thing rural in Englandy in like manner scrve
the citizens as places in which to breathe, after the
pcnt~up air ofsconfined streets and countmg rOOmS.

To the latter they return on the following morning
to plan operauons that affect the marketé and
wealth of the clwhwd world e

On the,ninth of N ovember, L dmed at Gu;}dhall
It was the day of the mauguratlon of the Lord
Maym ; for so it 1s, that the season at w]uch the
royal p'daces ~u~c shut and all the west-end éfa%lence
and gloom, i3 the very seﬁion when oﬂiual splen-
dour ,in the 01ty is hlghest. Mr. Alderman At-
kins had been the succegsful g:andldate. There
was the grand procesmoxf u'l;oxi. the Thames, and
through the streets. I netgg ‘qot gwe a descnptlon
of it; it has been as often -described as St, Paul’s

.)8
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cathedral, or. Westmmster Abbey,. and it does not
fall within my, desxgn to s'epeat such things. “The
tipner was in the large. Gﬁthlc hall. There sat
down to it about nine hundred pdr~0n< The
giants and knights clad in steel, the band of music
slowly inoving round the hall, the alderm:en in their
costumes, the sgheriffs with their gold chaing, the
judges in their. robes, the Lady Mayoress in her
hoop, with long rows of prosperous looking citizens,
presented a novel and animating mixture of modern
manners with symbois of - the ancient banquect.
The hghts, the decorations, the variety and profi-
sion of food and wines, gave a high impression
of mumclpal plenty and mumﬁcence The: pre-
“miier, Lord leerpool Lord. Bathurst, Lord Sid-
mouth, and ‘Mr. Vanmttart, as cabinet ministers,
were, guests 5 with- many other official characters.

One of the kmg'hts wore the . helmet which the
city of London gave: to: Hem;y the Scventh. Its
- weight was fourteen poun ;L "The other knight,
wore the entire armour of H '(ry the Fifth; which
was that of.a small man Lord Sidmouth, near to
whom I sat, remarked, that. all the armour of that
day and earher, md;cated the, ,stature to be smaller
than .at. pmsem 5 wluph brqught to my mind what
Bir Jokq@mclalr gaidyat Orml)-lodge, The rea-




1818. | COURT OF LONDON. 459

sons assugned were, mprm*ed agriculture, and bet-
ter porpondl habi¢s* ftotﬁ -the greater diffusion of
comfos{s among the’ people through the ‘increasé

of wcalth and science ; also, the disappearance of
certain discascs, as leprosy and scurvy, and the

adwhcenent of medical knowledge. Mr. Van-
sittart said, that the remains of Réman armour had
shown thc Romans to be a smaller racc of men
than #he moderns.” s ,

After the King, Prince Regent, and members of
the royal family, had been given as toasts, the lord
mayor proposed my name, that he might make it
the medium of cordial sentiments towards the Uni-
ted States. These the company réceived with ap-
plausc. In returmng thanks, I reclprocated the
friendly national fﬂelmgs he had-expressed.

Before»going toedinner, we.were in- thie gouncil
room. Among the pamtmgs, was'a very large one
of the scene between Bich&rd the Second and Wat
Tyler; another, of thgt. bei:vveen Mary of Scots mﬂv
Rizzio; one of the Seige of Gibraltar, by Copley,
and othor pieces; Bubl looked with chlef interest
at the portraigs of the maval commanders, Pausing
at Nelson’s, Lord Sndmmh waid; that in the course
of a visit-he had had from him.- three weeks before
the battle of Trafalgm', hé described théyplan’ of it
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of it with bits of paper on & t@blc, as it was after-
wards fought. When we. éame to Duncan’ s he
‘Tecited the lines by Lord Wellcs]y on the victory
over the Dutch, off Camperdown; at’ Howe’s Mr.
Vansittart said, that just beflore his great battle
with the Irench flect, the sailors expresscd a Wish
for a little more grog; Howe replicd, « Let 'en
wait *till s over, and we'll all: get drunk i0gether.”
At Rodney’s some conversation took place on the
manceuvre which he first practised in lis victory
over De Grasse, of b‘i'caking the cneruy’s line. 1
asked, whether the success of that mode of attack
did not essentlally depend upon the mfcmonty of
your enemy, especm]ly in gunnery ? It was admit-
ted that it did, and that Lord Nelson always so
considered it. The Marlborough, Rodney’s lead-
ing ship, received the successive broddsides of
twenty-three of the French ships of the line, at near
distance, and had not mor@ﬁhan‘ half a dozen of
her men killed. My motlvegto the inquiry was, a

remark I once heard from ‘Commodore Decatur of
our scrvice; viz. that, in the event of English
ﬂeets and those of the United States meeting, the
former would probaZbly change entirely their system
of tactlcs in- actlon. I discovered; in the same
conversatxon, that our‘officers had carefully turned
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their, attentlon to the.fleet tactics of England, and
werg mpsters of the poidts on which all her great
battles\by sea, for a century past, appeared to have®
surned. Speaking of naval science in England,
Lord Sidmouth said, that it had greatly improved
of Iie ycars; that Lord  Exmouth told him that
when he was a youn;_;; mau, it was Lot uncommon
for licutenants to be. ignorant of lunar observa-
tions} but that now ho -midshipman was promoted
who could not take them. He intimated his belief,
that naval science generally; and particularly naval
architecturc, was destined to far higher advances
than it had yet reached. Talking of government,
Lord Sidmouth remarked, that the' main fault was
governing too much; so masters were apt to éovern
their servants too much, as parents their children.
Of Chesterficld’s letters, he said, that they were
not in vogue as models of education in the classes
for which they seemed chiefly intended, adding,
that truth, courage,. a%gd the maxims of Lhnstmmty,
were the leadmg pqmts of educatlon with . those
classes. ° P
After dmne,r we went mto the ball roona, where
“a ball terminated the. fesnvmés.. :
I should not soon have done 1ﬁnl werc to nch-
tion all the instanceg of whlch I chanc,edy on 'this
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occasion, to hear of riches among mechamcs, ar-
tisans, and others, enga'ged*mothe common walks
*of business in this great city; but T will nnke a
few selections. T hcard of haberdashers who
cleared thirty thousand i)ounds sterling a year, by
retail shopkeeping; of brewers, whose buildings
and fixtures nectssary to ca‘rry on business, cost
four hundred and fifty thousand pounds; of silver-
smiths worth half a million; of a person in Exeter
change who had made a hundred thousand pounds
chicfly by manufacfaring razors; of job-horse
keepers who held a hundred and forty thousand
pounds in the three per cents; and of confectioners
and woollen drapers who had funded sums still
larger. Of the higher order of merchants, baunkers,
and capitaligts of that stamp, many of whom were
present, whose riches T hecard«of, I am-unwilling
to'speak, lest I should scem to exaggerate. I have
given specimens enough. rmg the late war
with France, | was told, thet %here had once been
recruited in a single day-ifsthe country betwecn
Manchester and - Bmhmgham two. thodsand. able
bodied working” metiy.for the British army. It 'is
the countty 80 remarkable for ‘its collieries, iron
mma.s and blasﬁ furﬁaces. A portion of itis some-
t!tnes mllpd the f ire country, from the flames that
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issue in rolling , volumes from the lofty tops of
the I'urnaces, V&hlcbg seeﬁ!m all directions by the
zravcller at night, prescnt a sight, that, in contrasts
with the sutrounding darkness, may he called
awful,'making you imagihe some great calamity
in tht land, announced by thesc beacon fires.
In going over some’ parts of this extraordinary
country, you are told, that human beings are at
work dn the bowels '0’f; the earth below, into which
they descend by deep shafts cut through its deso-
late surface. A member of*the diplomatic corps
on hearing of the above enlistment remarked, that
could Bonapaitte have known that fact ; couldche
have seen the whole region from _’whlch the men
came, bordering also as it does upon a country of
the highest fertility for crops of grain; seen the
evidences-of opulence and strength in its public
works, its manufacturing establishments and towns,
and abundant atrrlculturc, notwithstanding the al-
leged or real pmpen%lx.of some of the districts, it
would, of itself, have:induced him to give over the .
project ofinvading England

In like manper, let any one go to a Lord May-
or’s dioner, not snmply to ea,t .and drink, but to
regard under other aspects 16 him be told of
the enormnus* sums owned- by thoso h‘i will se%é’
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around him and others he may hear of, not inherit-
ed from ancestors, but self-acqpired by 'H‘l(li\;idua]
‘industry in all ways in which the hand and ‘mind
of man can be employed, notwithsta.‘udiné all that
the taxes take away, and he will hesitate before he
predicts the ruin of England {rom any of hei apre-
sent financial difficultics. Predictions o1’ this na-
ture hiave been repeated for ages withont coming
to pass. Rich subjects among the active andwork-
ing classes, make a rich nation. As the former
increase, so will the eans of filling the coflers of
the latter. Let contemporary nations lay it to
their account, that England is mnore powerful now,
. far more, than‘at any former period, notwithstand-
ing her debt and taxes. This know]edge should
form an clement in their forcign policy. Let them
assure- themselves that instead ef declining, she is
advancing ; that her population increases fast;
that she is constantly scokmo; new ficlds of enter-
prise in distant parts of the- wor]d, and adding to
lmprovemcnts, already ¢ oqtly and stupendous, scat-
tered over the face of her island at home, new ones
that promise to go beyond them; i fine, that in-
stead of being worn-out, as is so often supposed on
grounds that seem- plausible, she is going ahead
- with the puoyant spiri¢ and/:vigorous. gxertions of
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youth. It is ay observation of Madame de Stacl,
how il England ig understood on the continent in
':pli(‘ of the little distance that separates her from
Lt TTow ntuch more likely that nations between
whorn and herselt an ockan interposes, should fall
an%c! nistakes on the true naturc ol her power and
prospects; should ithagine their doundations to be
crumbling, instcad of steadily striking into ‘more
depsh and spreading into wider compass.  Britain
exists all over the world in her colonies. These
alone give hier the means of advancing her industry
and opulence for agesto come. 'They are portions
of her' tervitory more valuable than if joined te her
lsland. The sensc of distance is destroyed by her
command of ships, and becomes in itself an’advan-
taze, us serving to feed her comuerce and marine.
Situated on cvery continent, lying in every sea,
these, her out-dominions, make her the centre of a
trade now unpamllcled yet p(,rpctm]lv increas-
ing ;—a home trade, and, in cffcct, a im‘cwn trade ;
for it yields the advanta%s of both—the whole
being untler her control. They take off her redun-
dant populatjon, yet make her more populous;
multiply the demand for her manufactures, as the
forcign demand slackens by other nations manufac-
turing for themselves; and aré destined, under a
. A
59
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policy already commenced towards them and to be
more extensively pursned, o expand, we ‘can lmrd]y
say how far, her empire, commercial manulactur
ing and maritime. Her oriental possd*ssmnb, had |
she no others, open to her, inder a more unfettered
administration of their aftairs, prospects of ntws-
try and riches yctmrﬁricd, but of the greatest pro-
mise. It isa saying of her manufacturers, that
she could not only supply this; globe with manu-
facturcs but other planets, if their markets were
open; such figures of speech sceming scarcely too
strong to express her capabilitics in this line.  Ber-
mude itself, that speck in the ocean, the placde that
hitherto pocts dnd tourists have chiefly written
about, 1s destined, under a policy now meditated,
to become m_another age a depot of British naval
power (in connexion with the use of steam)such as
no ‘sinele spot on this hemisphere has before wit-
nessed.  Whatever changes miy take place i her
mstitutions, wdl little affect these roflecti mg; for,
did she advance less in pOllthﬂl or maritime power
under the commonwealth, than under her kings?
The very agitations of a revolutiop that might
shake every thing to its centre, would be more
likely to evolve new encrgies in the national cha-
racter, ﬂlail in anywise-abate'them. I yepeat it—
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let other nations, let the United States in particu-
' ’ . .

lnr., look to these, thingsy making them an element

in their foreign policy. I intend no idle or over-

strained exhibition of British power and resources,

but write with diflerentviews, and on a. foundation

-ofiWwhat 1 believe to be tiuth,

On the seventeenth of N ovc‘n‘-ll‘cr, dicd the Queen.
She expired at Kew palace, after a long illness.
The last time L saw her, was at an enter-
tainment at Carlton House. There, as at the
royal marriage, she had been distinguished by her
affability. Going away, gentlemen attendants,
and servants with lights preceded her sedan; whilst
the compuny gave tokens of respectful deference.
Now, she had paid the common debt of* nature.
'The event was communicated to meina note from
Lord Pathurst; a form observed towards all forcign
ambassadors and ministers—as on the birth or
death of any prince or princess within the pale of
the royal far'r'lily. '

The Queen cnjojed, in a high degree, the re-
spect and affection of a very large portion of the
inhabitants of Great Britain. For morve than hall
a century, her conduct upon the throne had been
to the nation satisfactory. There werc periods
when it was said, !hat she had interfgred beyond
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her sphere in public affairs; but besides the obsta-
cles to this, under a constitutional govc{'nmgnt .!ikc
that of Iingland however common the illelel'Cﬂh‘ n
arbitrary governments, there never apprars to have,
been any sullicient eviderfee of the fact,  Cdlonel
Barré, the bold and cloyuent  champion of® the.
colonies during theAmericard wax, euwlosized, m
onc of his opposition specchies, her “unassuming
virtues ;7 and it scems agrecd, that in the relasions
of private life, her conduct was always exemplary.
The public voice appears o add, that the Britich
court maintained in her time, a character of uni-
form. decorun and chastened grandeur, '

Her funeral was on the sccond of December, at
Windsor. The body had lain in state for the
time usual. The procession moved from Kew;
where I went, with my sons.  The multitude was
so great, of carriages, persons on horschack, and
foot passengers, that it might be said to lorm a
compact mass from London to Kew, a distauce of
cight miles. It continued, as long as [ looked, to
press forward. As night came on, the mad was
lighted with torches borne by the military. These,
gleaming upon the soldicr’s helmets, and partially
disclosing the hearse, and long solemn procession

winding gtsrslow way with its’ trappings,of death,
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now hidden by interposing obstacles, then re-appear-
ing,.]n‘c.smlt.vd a gpectadle for the pencil or the
muse. | ‘The interment took place in the royal
ghapel of St George.  There, for centuries had
rvpns('d the remains of kil’lgs and queens ; and there,
ey *had mouldered to dust, ,‘._,Arnun(l the vault,
seen by dim Tights in the Gothic interior, were
assembled the Prince Regent, aud other mcm'l_)crs
of the voyal familyy with a few of the personages
who composed the funeral train, listening to the
service and anthems for the dead.  Canning was of
the number—Canuning, with sensibilities always
quick 1 whatever in human scenes might awaken
moral refiection, or lift up the tone of the imagina-
tion. . .

On the third of December, the theatres were re-
opened. « I went to Drury Lane.  The houseswas
crowded, and every body in black for the Queen.
Orders for a court mourning, tuke. in only a
limited class; 'i)ut the streets, as the theatres, are
filled with persons of all classes, who put it on;
cven children, in many instances, wear it; and
servants.  Such is the usage of the country.  The
play was Brutus, or the Fall of Tarquin, a new
tragedy, by Mr. Howard Payne, a young Americah.
I felt anxiqus for an‘author who was my eountry-
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man, and had the gratification to. witness his com-
plete success.  When the picce was announced for
srepetition, bursts of applause followed, and the
waving of handkerchiefs. The trn“godi:'m Kean,
‘had displayed his great powers in the principal
character. - '

On the tweni%zcond of" the month, accidents
occurred all over London irom a remarkable fog.
Carriages ran against each other, and persons were
knocked down by them at the crossings. The
whole gang of pickpockets secmed to he let loose.
After perpetrating their deeds, they cluded detec-
tien by darting into the fog. It was of an opake,
dingy yellow.* Torches were used as guides to
carriages at mid-day, but gave scarécly any light
through the fog. 1 went out for a few minutes; it

was dismal, ° .
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CHAPTER XXII.

AMERICANS ABROAD. CASES OF ARBUTHNOT AND At~
BRIS,TER. OPENING 9]:‘ PALLIAMENT—ROYAL SPEECH
RBY COMMISSION. VISIT FROM MR. BENTHAW. DINNER
AT MR. WELLESLEY I’OLE,ﬁ. CHESAPEAKE AND

SHANNON.

]
3

January 1. TwerLve of my countrymen dined
with me. A’ few were residents of Tondon; the
remainder, here on their travels, Some were going
to Italy; others had been, or were going, to I'rapce,
and other parts of the continent.

It has been wny habit to see my countrymen at
my table, as often as in my power. ‘To-day, as
gencrally on these occasions, we indulged in home
topics. Admire as we may what we see abroad,
who among us that has ever left his own country,
but fecls that his warmest affoctions point to
it as a centre? Though we cannot, in its infancy,
claim for it all the monuments of science, letters
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and the arts, that are the slow growth of time, we
have already, under cagh, m:}de rapid progrcss.
Jn some, we believe that we have made ‘imp'rove-
ments. The prospect before us is fll of hope—
is boundless; not restiyg on idle boast, but the
realitics of the past. A unoble freedom isequrs,
founded on the b}(ﬁd basis ot equal rights; a free-
doni fitted for producing the highest cnergies and
refincments of civilization, yet restrained by con-
stitutional limits; guarded also against some of
the risks of that state, by the habits of our people,
who, from their origin, have been trained to its
blegsings; and, knowing their valueewill kiiow for-
ever how to cling to them.  'With this, as the ground-
work of national character; with political advan-
stages, the result of geographical situation; and
arcat agricl'ﬂmra], manufacturipg and cqmmercial
capabilities, to what a carcer of power and fame,
il true to ourselves, may we not look forward?
These arc sentiments that Americans, meeting in
another land, delight to interchange. The heart
has no higher pleasures than those whieh the feel-
ings of country inspire. They are exalted by ab-
sence. An American minister abroad, must then
be ever in the experience of his purest social enjoy-
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mentsy when Ye sées around him his countrymen as
guests., ¢

Januery 7. Received a.note from Lord Castle-
rez}g}l.,,requesting me to call on him to-day at four,
at his private residence. It was dated last night,
and mdorsed, “ Immediate.,” e was confined with
the gout. I was shown into a dressing room ad-
joining. his chamber,.where I found him on his
couch. ,

It was my first interview with him since the
negotiatien. He expressed his satisfaction at
what had been accomplished, with a regret that
more had not* been done. Of impressment he
barely said, that it had gone off on a point unex-
pected. * }
ITe had scut for me on the cases of Arbuthnot and
Ambrister. The British government, he remarked,
had received from Mr. Bagot, their mnlinister in
‘Washington, a copy of the pror.ecdings of the court
martial, whjch had been under full deliberation at
a cabinet council.

The opinion‘formed was, that the conduct of
these individuals had been unjustifiable, and there-,
fore not calling for the spccial interference of Great
Britain.

60
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Whilst announcing Ahis result, he had also to
say, that parts of the transaction were vievied as
open to exeeption, whether ax 1‘0}_»;:11‘(]9(1 s+1ne of the
operations in Florida, or the conduct of the com-
manding general of the United States, in ordering
Ambrister to l).c exccuted sfter the first seitence
against him was revoked.  Tle then vead we a
dexpatch drawn up by the British govermment, and
addressed to Mr. Bagot, which embraced the sub-
stance of his forccomy communication 1o me.

1 expressed the satisfaction which Lwas sure my
government  would  feel at the main (decision,
adding a reeret at the other sentiments with
which its disclosure was accompanicd.

His lordship then remarked, that it was his de-
sire to hold a conversation \\i‘téh e upon the views
of the British government respecting the, Indians
along our frontier; but that for the present he
would forbear, having reason to eapect i communi-
cation from me.  Here he read part of a despatch
from Mr. Bagot, dated the third of December, in
which he informs his government, that Mr. Adams
had given him to understand, that instructions
would be scnt to me, to aflord full explanations
in rclation to the case of. these two British sub-

jects.
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T roplied, that 1had .lctnn“v received snchinstruc-
tions; biat as they ad oul\ just got to hand, I was
not pro]w\vd 1o act upon them, not having yet read”
A the,documents transmitted with them. 1 would be
rc'ulv at the earliest time he would appoint; on
which Tie named the dpy alier to-morrow, I added,
that although the decision to whiich his maje.ty’s
gaovernment had come, might be: considered as an-
ﬂcipn.ting to a certain extent the object of my
mstractions, I had stll a duty of much moment to
perform; for that T shonld il sati=fy the wishes of
the Pr(\,Ai(lcnt,.if I suflered the record of the court
martial to be taken as a mere naked record, unac-
companied by clucidations of a nature somewhat
move enlarged, that would serve, T trusted, to place
the whole transaction in its right attitude.

* » L]

January 11, Called again on Lord Castlereagh.
My call had lxen postponed at his instance, from
Satarday until to-day. It that the task T had
to exccutg was the wore important from the deep
sensation which the execution of these individuals
had created ih England. Tt was not cnough that
the act could be technically justified by the strict
laws of nations, or sheer rights of war. I (et that
it ought to stand ‘on broader grounds; that it
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ought to be vindicated to humanity, no lesg than
justice. '

I said to his lordship, that full justice zould not
be rendered to the United States, if the unhappy
occurrcnce was looked at simply by itself. It was
indispensable to consider it in connexion with prin-
ciples and facts which, for a succession of years,
had becn interwoven with their history; it was
not my design I said, to enter fully or minutely
into this ficld, but I should be unable to represent
in their true spirit the views, or fulfil tne expecta-
tions, of my government, if I did not go. into it
pzuitially. That it seemed diflicult for Europe to
understand the precisc relations of- policy and
fecling subsisting betwcen the United States and
the Indians, bordering upon, or living within, their
territory. In many respects the misconccptions
were fundamental; these Indians were savage,
wandering tribes, yct very warlike;«their relations
towards the United States were indeed so anoma-
lous; there was such an absence of all .standards
of comparison in Europe, that the rights and obli-
gations of the United States, were 'scarcely, per-
haps, of a nature to be accurately appreciated but
by themselves. It secmed a part of their system,
more théxi any other, local and . exclusive. The
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original quegtion’ of disp:)sscssing the Indians of
theis homes, was fdr the consideration of nations
that hadsgone before us. We had to take them
#s we found them. The policy and intentions of
a natlon could nowhere be better read than in its
acts of legislation, and habitual conduct; judged
by both, not only would it be *found that.the
Upited States pursued a just tecatment towards
the Indians, but anxiously sought in all ways to
better their condition. They purchased lands
from them, only with their own consent. . They
formed .treatic's or compacts with them, guaranty-
ing all their rights; their laws guarded them
against the inroads of the whites, prohibited deal-
ings with them by which they might be aggrieved,
and in every practicable way sought to diffuse
among them the liéhts and comforts of civilization.
But all these just aims had too often failed, through
causes which the United States could aot preveat,
and sincerely deplored. When peace with the
Indians had been intcrrupted, it was never by the
wish of the United States. In the border strife
that preceded dpen hostility, aggression almost ne-
cessarily came from the Indian. He lived in t}{c
forest; his attack upon the whites, was uuder
cover of night, or from his ambush by da!yi whole
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familics were thus surprised and cut. off' by him,
whilst pursuit could ha-l'dly cver reach Limy until
the tardy force of government was calledséut.  In
this manner had our frontier inhabitants been slain
throughout successive generations.  But, left to
himsclf, the Indian was not always a dangérous
neighbour.  1f when roused, he took revenge, he
was not destitute of peaceful virtues; and he was,
morecover, essentially the weaker party. When
the government nioved its force, which long expe-
rience had shown it was cver slow to do, he was
sure in the end to be routed and overcome. . Henee,
if nothing else prevented his incursions, self-interest
would be a check, were it not for the intermed-
dling of others; who, with the double guilt of real
enmity to the Indian and the United States, be-
came the party truly responsible for the fate that
awaited the former, as well as the butcheries in-
flicted upon the inhabitants of the latter.

And here, 1 said, 1 came to a painful, but indis-
pensable, part of my duty. T was compelled to
declare that my government, resting upon sufficient
proofs, was satisficd, that our Indian wars gene-
rally, with the massacres on the frontier always
their preludes, had originated in one and the same
cause. That they had been produced by British
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traders, intruding themselves, with cvil intentions,
amqQng, thc. Indiaws. 'I% recapitulate the proofs,
would.ot be difficult—American history contained
thcmz Xﬁ'lglc instance might be adverted to.
The events of the late war which threw the baggage
of "General Proctor into the hands of the Ameri-
cans, had put the gu‘vermnvnt ofthe United States
in possecssion of documents to show, that ifnot all the
fnditn wars which President Washingtou had been
compelled to wage, the most formidable of them,
were instigated and sustainéd on the side of the In-
dians by Britizh traders. The cnormity of such con-
duct was the tore felt in the United States, as ittwas
there alone that its consequences were experienced.
It was known how explicit had been the refusals
of the government of the United States to admut,
under arfy pretence whatever, British traders among
the Indians within their borders: from what mo-
tives, might be conjectured from all that I was say-
ing. 'T'hat his majesty’s government had disowned
all connexion with these agents in their work of
death, was well known; which only exhibited their
crimes undema deeper dye, seeing that they perse-
vered In perpetrating them in the name of his ma-
Jjesty’s government, Enocking its justice, abusing ‘its

dignity, and misleading the poor Indsaw but the
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more fatally by claiming to be invested with its
high auspices and supporf. Iere was the fountain
*of the evil. If any long train of outrages and suf-
ferings along their froutier, could be csupposed te
affect the sensibilities of a people, it was such as I
was obliged to bring into view. -

It was under the recollection of them all, that
the govcrnment of the United States, was forced
to regard the cases of Arbuthaot and Ambrister,
The necessity of reviewing the proofs against them,
was superseded by whit had passed at our inter-
view on the seventh instant. His majesty’s go-
vernment had acquiesced in the reality of their
guilt, by refusing its avenging arn in their bebalf.
It only remaived for me to strip their punishment
of the featurcs of harshness which, imperfectly un-
derstood, it might scem at firsi sight to wear.
This T could not do more cffectually, than by de-
claring it to be the belief of nyy government, that it
was to these two individuals that the war with the
Seminole Indians was to be ascribed. 'That with-
out their instigation, it never would have taken
place, any more than the massacrec which pre-
ceded and provoked it; the massacre of Mrs. Gar-
rit' and her children; the massacre of a boat’s
crew with a, midshipman at th'eir head,,sscending
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the Appalaclnco'l't, in time of peace; the massa-
cre, ,upQn anothers occadon, of a party of more

L ]

than thjrty Amecricans, amongst whom were
women :M'duldlcn, W1th other massacres ahke
shocl\mrr

As to Awmbrister, he had been taken in arms.
He had dispensed with the necestity of evidence,
by‘ pleading guilty to the charge of leading on the
Tudiahs against Asnherican troops. And in what
Light did Ambrister stand? We find him deceiv-
ing them by reprcscntatioris'which he knew to be
untrue ; striving to rousc them by artful falsifica-
tions of the treaty of Ghent, and unfounded assbr-
tions of ill trcatment from the Americans. At
another time he is sccn applying to the British
minister at Washington, to the Britisly governor at
New Prdvidence, *and, indirectly, to the Bfitish
government itsclf, for arms and ammunition for
the Indians; dyawing on the war by ,mpressions
made on their minds, that they would be upheld
by Britain; and presumptuously usurping the
highest official names in Britain, the better to carry
on his designs. e was the patron of the Indians,
the penman of their petitions, the spokesman at
their councils; these were the methods by which
he workedsypon theix passions—these the ¢estimo-

61
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nials of his guilt. It was a guilt to which, in the
eyc of the government 6f the United States, the
‘credulous Indian whilst perpetrating his. worst
cnomitics, was only sccondary. It theistore callol
for the last punishment.

As conuceted with the gencral subject of Indian
crueltics, I spoke of the massucres of American
prisoners during the late war, by the tribes asso-
ciated with the British army. 1 brought ints view
thosc committed afier the battle on the river
Raisin.  On that occasion, American oificers, who
had surrcndered, were scalped and murdered in
the'presence of Dritish officers, the ltter declar-
ing their inability to restrain the ferocity of the
Indians. Among the victims, was Captain Hart,
the brother-ih-law of Mr. Clay, the Speaker of the
Housc of Representatives of the United States. The
public scnsation under such horrors might be casily
imagined.  Congress had been compelled by its
highest duties to pass a law authorising retaliation
on captive DBritish officers, in case of their repeti-
tion ; the cxecutive governmeat of the Union having
previously and ‘repcatedly propored to Great
Britain, that ncither country should, under any
circumstances, employ these savages as auxiliarics
in battle. | ‘ ‘
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s 101‘(1‘-]11[) sasked, if it any where appeared
that, there lmd been a. cSunexion between Arbuth-
not and, Woodbine, the cvidence before the courd
fn'ntml aTras he recollcctul not discloging that
fact. llere 1 gave him'a copy of the ]purnal n
Arbuthnot’s hdm]-wrltlnur kept in October and
November 1816, when he and ' Woodbine arrived
n the vessel of the former at Suwahny, from N as-
qm. This document established a connexion be-
tween the two, and morcover showed that Wood-
bine, in Arbuthnot’s preschce made promises to
the Indians of support from Great Britain, which
Arbuthnot knew to be unwarrantable. The latter,
instead of contradicting them, became party to the
deception by repeating the same promises him-
self. . ,-

His lordship néxt inquired if there was an§ evi-
dence that he was apprized of the truc construc-
tion of the nipth article of the treaty,of Ghent ;—
the article stipulating that the United States would,
immediately after the ratification of the treaty, put
an end to hostilities with all the Indian tribes with
whom they had been at war, and restore their
posscssions ; provided the Indians desisted from
hostilities, and that .Great Britain also made pezice
with the tsibes with whom she had bscrr at war.
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Passing by the obvious import of the article,
that it could apply only to Indians with whom the
"United States had been actnally at war, T replied,
that there was also positive proof, to Tix upou hine
this knowledge; viz. a letter received by him from
Mr. Culloh, written in the name of the command-
ing officer of Fort Gaines, in which he was cx-
pressly informed, that such was its meaning. A
copy of this letter, Ialso handed to lus lordship.

T drew to a conclusion by saying, that both of
these unhappy individuals had clearly then drawn
upon themselves their doom.  That towards those
whb could deliberately become the means of havoc
and bloodshed, upon so great a scale, the extension
of a lenient treatment by the United States, would
be to forget what they owed to their own citizens.
Long had they borne the evils inflicted by such
gﬁill.y agents. If anccessary justice had at length,
for the first time, held up to public esxample
two of them, there was room for the hope, that,
painful as was the occurrence, it might be pro-
ductivc of future good to the cause of humanity.
I was dirccted by the President to say, that what-
ever deep regret might bc]'ong to the occasion,
there appeared to be no ground of censure.  The

commantling general stood high in the confidence
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of hig country, had added to its glory, and was
belieweds on th1< as other occasions of his life, to
have been animated only by a sense of the public®
good. It\ﬁ"ls scarcely nceessary for me to subjoin,
that thoc;c who mixed (hemselves up with hordes,
whose modces of wmfmo subjected to destruction,
with torments, all who fell into their hands, cven
women and children—excluded themselves from
the ‘pale of thosé merciful protections which
civilized warfare delighted to extend to captiveg.
T'o have allowed these individuals a trial at fxll, was
an indylgence.

His lordshi.p said that he would take into don-
sideration what had fallen from me, as well as the
fresh papers T had submitted, before oflering any
thing on lis part.  He asked if I had any further
documents to lay®hefore him. I said none. *Will
no others be laid belore Congress, he inquired?
He had here 1y his mind the letter of Mr. Adams of
the 28th of November 1818, to the minister of the
United States at the court of Spain, containing so
ample a vindication of the principal cvents of the
Siminole wa#, including the cxecution of the two
British subjects. I answered, that the President
would in all probability communicate to Congr(-.rss
other docwments than the bare proccedings of the
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court martial; if so, they might be expected in
England by early arrivals. - o

In the end he remarked, that he greatly, lament-
ed the whole occurrence. It was excriing strong
sensibility in England.  On this topic, he dwelt
with some anxiety; giving expression however, for
himself, to nonc other than assuaging sentiments,
In this spirit the interview had been conducted ; and
in this spirit it terminated. Tuced hardly ada, that
the explanations on my side, were afforded with all
the conciliation of manncr that might comport with
the necessary cnforcement of their truth.

'

(

- January 11. Received a note (rom T.ord Castle-
reagh requesting me to call on him. On my arrival
he said, that tthe cares of Arbuthnot and Ambrister
were making a decp impression on the public mind;
he witnessed it with concern, as he knew not what
turn the subject might yet take when parliament
met; he saw nothing objectionable in the general
character of my cxplanations ; on the contrary, on
revolving in his mind all that I had s'nid, there
were parts which it was rather his tlesire T would
repeat for his more full information. This T did,
with the necessary amplifications. Ispoke of the
war with the Creek Indians in 1813, ahd the bar-
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baritics at Fort Mimms that provoked it. These,
therg wgs much regson {Or believing, had also been
nstigated by guilty subjects of Britain.  His lord- ®
ship requésstl I would furnish him with a copy of
the trc.aty of peace coucluded on that occasion, and
a cdpy of the act of Congress I had mentioned,
authorising retaliation.

:Taﬁuary 15. Furnished Lord Castlercagh with
a copy of the act of Congress of the third of March
1813, authorising retaliation; as mentioned to him;
and a copy of the treaty of Fout Jackson of the
ninth of Augut 1814, .

I had expgeted that he would say something of
the vicws of his majesty’s government respecting
the Indians along our fronticr, in purguance of his
intimatioh on th& ninth instant; but he did® not.
Nor did any further explanations or remarks, of
an oflicial nau%rc, pass between us rclajive to these
exccutions.

They subscquently became the subject of parlia-
mentary thquiry. Conunentaries that might have
been anticipated, were madc in dcbate; but the
ministers maintained their ground.  Out of doors,
cxcitement seemed to risc higher and higher.
Stocks cxpcrienced.a slight fall, unders an appre-
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hension of war with the United States. The
newspapers kept up their fire. Little acnuaiuted
with the true character of the transaction, they
gave vent to angry declamation ; they-nercely de-
nounced the government of the United States;
tyrant, ruffian, murderer, were among the cpitucts
applied to their commanding gencral.  He was ex-
hibited in placards through the streets of London.
The journals, without any distinction of purf v
syelled the general chorus; the whig and othersin
opposition, taking the Icad, whilst thoscin the tory
interest, although more restrained, gave them coun-
tenance. In the midst of this din of passion, the
ministry stood firm. DBetter informed, more just,
they had made up their minds not to risk the peace
of the two countricg on ground so untenable. It
forms an instance, a remarkable 'one, of the mtelli-
gence and strength of a government, successfully
disregarding, the first clamours of a powerful press,
and first erroncous impulses of an almost universal
public fecling. At a later day of my mission, Lord
Castlercagh said tome, thata war might have becn
produced on this occasion “if the ministry had but
held up a finger.”  On so slender a thread do pub-
lic affairs sometimes hang! Tlato says, that the
complaisance which produces popularity, is the



1819.] COURT OF LONDON. 489

sourge of the givatest (:?erations in gevernment.
The, firiness of oAe man, is, perhaps the pivot on
which great events more [requently turn. I adopt-
ed, and refath, the belicf, that this quality in Lord
Castlercagh under the er.nergency I have been de-
scrfb‘mg, sustained by the same fecling in some of
his colleagues in the cabinet, wa% thc main cause
oi; preventing a rupture betwaen the two nations.
. .

January 20. Lord Castlercagh gives an official
dinncr to-day, at his house in St. James’s square,
to the qcmbers of the cabinet and privy council,
amounting in all to betwecn thirty and forty. The
object is, to agree finally upon the Prince Regent’s
speech to parliament. Tt is drawn up, said my in-
formant, and will be read by hisdordship to the com-
pany, at table, affer dinner. This is the cusfom,
he continued, every year, the day before parhament
meets. The ¢ffice of entertaining the ministers
and reading the speech, generally devolves, he
added, on the leading ministerial member in the
House of Commons, and had been for several years
in the hands of Lord Castlereagh.

January 21. Pal;l.iament was opened. Th
Prince Regent did not come in persdn to the

62
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House of Lords. Iive commissiouers represcuted
him, viz. the Lord Clmnc'él]or, the Archbishop of
Canterbury, the Marquis Camden. the Earl of.W est-
moreland, and the Farl of Tlarrowby. —ihe speech
was read by the Lord Chancellor. It announced
two events, and only two, in connexion with'the
forcign relations™of the cou’ntry. I'irst, that the
negotiations at Aix la Chapelle had led to the evacu-
ation of the French territory by the allied arinies.
Secondly, thut a trealy had been concluded with the
United Stutes, for the réncwal of the Commercial con-
vention; and the amicable adjustment of several points
of hutual importance to the interests 8f both nations.
It stated the trade and manufactures of Great
Britain, to be in a most flourishing condition, and
that there was a progressive improvemnent of the
revehue in its most important branches.

January 2. Mr. Bentham came to ec me. |
alluded to the death of Sir Sumucl Romilly, who
committed suicide. e replied, that he had loved
him dearly, and had no heart to inform ‘himself of
the particulars of his melancholy end, being to this
day in ignorance of them a]l: although the newspa-
pers bad teemed with them, and intending to remain
ignorant. «“1 count hik death a great public loss,”
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he added; “ he Jeaves a chasm in parliament not to
be Jillad, unless Mackitttosh will step into 1t ; 1
mean.in the ficld of philosophical jurisprudence,’
sbut p‘lrticﬁi:n'ly as regards the criminal code, to
mm«r.tte and improve which, was a grand object of
hig par]mmcnt'lry labours.”  Mackintosh, he said,
“was full of general knowledge and wisdom on
this subject, but not so much a master of details,
and*wanted the systematic industry of Romilly.”
T asked if Brougham would not do? Brougham,
he said, had power cnough for any thing; l:e
could look at the law in its broadest outline as a
science, or 1ts smallest parts as a professiony but
was too ofl-hand and uncompromising to carry his
ends 1 the’House of Commons, like Romilly ; who,
although also of the oppositiogl, had conciliation as
well as gtrength, end could effect much by theiramion.
e talked a great dealof the United States, ask-
ing many que.stions about our forms of government,
and particularly about the laws rclating to clec-
tions. Besides affording him all the information in
my powtr, in the course of a two hour’s conversa-
tion, I put iyto his hands a volume that contained
a printed copy of the constitution of the United
States, and of all the separate states, Icaring
that it required a frechold qualificatiop o vote in
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Virginia, he asked, with apparent anxiousness,
whether better representaives were chosen. in that
“state than in the others ! I replied, that it was a
point I could not undertake to decide it that, by
general admission among us, Virginia, for the most
part, sent able men to congress. Did T ascribe this
to the freehold qualiication? T said no; but rather
to the existence of slavery in that as the other
southern states; which, whatever its evils in other
respects, lelt a large portion of their inhabitants at
leisure to cultivate their minds, and thence to pur-
sue public life with advantage. Did I then ap-
prove of slavery? Certainly not, I said, as an
abstract question, or in its general results ; but that
it was apt to lead to a high formation of individual
character among the better classes of those who
owned that specics of property; who being thus in-
dependent in their circumstances, were enabled to
give themselves up to the studies and other train-
ing that led to distinction and influence in public
affairs.  Such, at least, we had found to be much
the casc in the southern states of our union. The
topic was further talked over, with, a reference
to Burke’s celebrated passage bearing upon it, in

his speech on American conciiiation.
I inquiregl if T might consider it as trye, as the
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newspapers  stated, that a single individual, Sir
Frapcis Bu.rdott kad mAde a donation of a thou-
sand pounds sterling, towards defraying the expen-*
ses of Mi.<Tobhouse’s clection for Westminster,
n thb room of Sir Samutl Romilly, He said that
noﬂung was more probable, Of the whole expen-
ses of the cleetion 'he could net inform me; an
inquiry I had made from being avware of the cnor-
mots sums sometimes expended in contested elec-
tions in the country in England by the rival canc}i—
dates or their friends. *

Before parting, he asked, il I had any objections
to letting hinl sce the form of the letter of credence
which the United States gave to their ministers
plenipotentiary to the crowned heads of Furope?
showing me, at the same time, a copy, of one which
an Linglish ambassador to one of the northern
conrts, had given him not long agn. 1 cheerfully
furnished him with a sketch of the ggneral form of
that which t];c United States give, leaving blanks
where names occurred. I inferred from a part of
our conVersation, that he wanted it for the infor-
mation of spme one of the Scuth American depu-
ties in London. |

T remarked on this, as the former occasion when
with Mr. Bentham, his use of simple Janguage, so
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different from the style of his wiitings; and was
struck with his personal resemblance to the like-
nesses of Dr. Franklin, T requested him ta nane
aday wheu he would dine with me ; gt he excused
himself, saying that many of his habits were pecu-
liar, owing to the state of his health, and he could
not think of being-a tax upon his friends.  Tassured
him of the graufication it would give me to meet
all his wishes in such particuiars; but again he

begged to be excused.

Junwary 23, Dined at Mr. Wellesley Pole’s.
Theee were at table, Mr. and Mrs. Pole, Mrs. Rush,
Lady Iarvey of Maryland, Lady Georgiana Fane,
Miss Caton of Maryland, the Duke of Wellington,
the Earl of Westmoreland, Tord Fitzroy Somerset,
onc of -the aids of the Duke of Wellingten, Sir
Feiton ITarvey, another; young Mr. Fane, Mr.
M¢Tavish of.Baltimore, and Mr. Bouverie.

Conversation was various.  Mr. Bagot’s proba-
ble return home in May, was mentioned; a frigate
was to be sent for him. T spoke of the satisfaction
his diplomatic career had given at Washington ;
and from authority, having been directed by the
Prcsident to say so to Lord Castlercagh.

Paris and French socicty were favourably spo-
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ken of.  The Duke of Wellington and Tord Fitz-
roy b"bm’crsct, tobk.a leading share i what was
said.  Mention was made of a solemmn celebration
g, few daye siee, at the chapel of the I'vench en-
bassy 1 London, to conhemorate the anniversary
of ik exccution of Louis the Sixteenth. 'The
pricst read the will of Louis.  Lord Fitzroy Sower-
set, in deseribing the good acce mmodations of
the Pousc in Paris, in which the Duke of Welling-
ton resided when last there, said it was the same
that President Monroc had occupied during his
wission to I'rance. .

We heard «f the exploits of one of the company
during the late sh})otiug- scason.  Jizht hundred
and lwelve f;m'lrillgcs, and three hundred and thirty
pheasunts, were the fruit of his marksmanship.
Other esploits of the same nalure wdrg spoken of;
some that exceeded them, .\ gentleman was named
on whose estate at the preceding scason, three thou-
sand hares were shot, by himscll and friends ; all
explained, T might add, by the game laws.  Some-
thing rerzarkable for numbers, in another way, hap-
pened to be rpcntioncd ; viz. that Colonel Vivian,
aid to the Prince Refgent, was one of twenty-six
children, and the Bighop of Norwich the youngest
of thirty.
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Painting became a topic. 'Lhe collections in
France, Spain, and the Lo Couptries, werg familiar
to some of the company. My attention was
excited by what was said of a picture of the Black
Prince, lately picked up for a few franes at a sale on
the continent. Mr. Pole said there were good grounds
for believing it to be an original, formerly of the
royal collection in England. The account given
was, that James 1L took it with him to France,
when he abdicated, since which it has been lost
sight of, until traced by chance at this sale. Lord
Westmorcland had his doubts, from the circum-
stagees under which James left Englind ; Mr. Pole
saw no incompatibility ; which led to conversation
on the personal fortuncs of that monarch. The
picture afterwards turned it upon the Plantagencts.
It wags remarked, that the Duke of Wellingtou had
won a battle in Spain, on the precise ground where
the Black DPrince gained onc; that both lhad
fought in the cause of the crown of Spain, onc for
the restoration of Peter of Castile, the other for
that ‘of Ferdinand  the Seventh; cach ' Spanish
monarch having been e¢jected by the French.
These were close parallels 1t must be admitted.
Another was probably in the thoughts of the
company—the fields of -Poicticrs and Waterloo.
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Al 1, beheve, vmuld have destined the picture,
if genuine, to the owner ship of the Duke of
Wellington, as 2 compamon to the collossal®
statue, of Napolcon, at , Apsley-house, his town
residence.

st Felton Harvey and Lord Fitzroy Somerset,
had each lost an arm in the battles of the duk o,
The duke himself had never been wounded.
Othets of his militdry suite, had been maimed or
killed by his side. Sir I'clton had been with him
in most of his carnpaigns in the Peninsula. Speak-
ing of him, he said to me, that his sclf-pogsession
enabled him to sleeg soundly on the brink of dan-
ger. Often, in the hottest parts of a campaign,
after lying down, under his usual order to be awoke
if necessary, lic had known himycalled up repecatedly
within a {ew hours; by the arrival of cxp[-esses Sand,
if no movement were required, drop asleep again in
a moment. Itwas such conversation and more, that
the evening brought with it, our fair countrywomen
often and graccfully contributing.

Of Sir Felton Harvey, as amiable as brave,.say
those who know him, I subscquently heard an anec-
dotc; which may be i in print, though I have not seen
it. 'Whilst one of the battles in Spain was raging,
the duke gbve him an order, to convey eto*another

63
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part of the field. Half across ity a French officer
was seen gallopping towards him. Sir Feltons
“useless sword hung by his side; it was his
right arm he had lost, the other heidl the bridle,,
but he faced the foe, looking defiance.  As they
gwiftly drew near, the Frenchmun raised huisclf
on his stirrups, Kis sword u'l‘)]i['te(]. Discovering,
at the very moment for the stroke, his adversary
to be defenceless, he brings down his weap“onlin
the form of a salute, and rapidly passced on! Such
acts give to war totches of moral beauty, in
spite of its evils. After the battle, the restless
couttesy of Harvey sought in vain for the chival-
rous Gaul. He made no boast of sparing life, but

gave his salute in silence.

Janudry 26. Mr. *#*** %% cilled on'me. He
had applied by note for an interview, stating him-
self to be coanected with ———. Tt was his pur-
pose to ask some information relative to the for-
mation of the navy board of the United States, and
other matters belonging to the civil organization of
our marine. He talked a good deal, his remarks
being sometimes more full than the mere desire for
information seemed to requ'i‘rg. A foolish story
was flying about the streets, of Bonaparic’s escape
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from, St. IJclerh —the story adding, that a fast
sailing -Amcncan sschoorer had ®ecn in the plot.
This led him to speal\.of the achicvements of the
Amecrjcan ugvy, upon whiich he touched with suffi-
cicnt  complaisance, but wound up with an allusion
to thc action between the Chesapeake and Shannon.
That on the wllolc ought to Be considered,
thought, the fairest criterion of the naval prowess
of tht two countrick, frigate to frigate. I did not
argne with him, and he goon left me, after the somg-
what singular topics it had been his pleasure to
mdulgg in. Iam bound to add, that it was the
first and only'iimc\it had beeu iy lot to hear ‘any
broached msFngland. noi.; suited to the good feel-
mgs of conversation,

The Chesapeake, it is true, gras captured.  'The
British (:,:lptain dought the battle with a *lofty,
daring spirit, ard won his prize gallantly. T.et no
American gaipsay this; for is it for Americans to
rob valour of its renown? We heard how the ex-
ploit was hailed in England ; the more, as it seemed
to break ‘the spell of a series of naval encounters
betwcen the two nations, that had terminated
against her. But, w‘hatever joy it created the.re,
T do not think that i.t cqualled, nay, I am sure that
it did not, %he onposite feeling here. B rémember, °
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who among us can forfret, the fir¢{ rumour of it; 1
remember also Yhe confident—the umvcrsal»—m-
credulity; then I remember, how the post-offices,
for several days, were surrounded by «‘l"flxious,inqﬂif-
ing thousands ; how cven groups of citizens rode out
on the highways, striving to catch sonmhin,«:gr by
anticipation as th® mail approached, under the start-
ling reports that successively came in, At last,
when hope was gone—when the certainty of her
capture could no longer be hidden, 1 remember the
public gloom. Solemn processions, funcral dis-
courses, testified it; from north to south-—in the
sea ports—in the interior—evory where it was the
same. “Don’t give up the ship,” the dying words of
Lawrcence, slain by the first fire, were on every
tongue. Wrapped vn his flag as a winding sheet,
his remains were conveyed by the victors to Ilali-
fax and committed to British earth, with honours
duc to the brave; but not long did they lic there.
A vessel fitted out by the prompt, aftectionate,
patriotism of twelve Now Lngland sca captains,
and ‘by them cxclusively manned, bore them back
to his country—the country he had lonoured ; the
country that Joved him. There they repose, under
the laurel as the cypress; for he too, in his turn, had
formerly tritmphed, shil; to ship, over th¢ proud old
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flag pf Englandy Others may augur the naval des-
tinies of the United Statel rom taékeir repeated and
splendid victorics in the very infancy of the Re-"
publig ; I, ffom the gricfpthat followgd this defeat.

It 1llustmted the intensity of feeling existing among
a peoplc where cach . one, under their noble instith-
tions, identificd hlmscll with thefnation, and secm-
ed as sorcly struck down by a public calamuty,
as a'personal blow. What may not be hoped of
such a people in the achicvements of w’ar———whgt,
in all that may advance their prosperity a.nd glory
in peage—if true to themselves, and their happy and
powerful Union!

THE END.
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